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STATE FAIRS PAY $25,000 FOR 
H.-W. CIRCUS AS FREE ATTRACTION 





Cutting Down Horse Racing and Cutting Out 
Dirt Track Auto Races—Circus Giving Entire 
Free Shows Day and Night 





- 


The Hagenback - Wallace circus 
has been engaged for week stands 
at the state fairs of Nebraska, 
Oklahoma and the two fairs in Kan- 
gas. ; 

It is understood that the Hagen- 
back-Wallace shows will be bought 
outright by the Lincoln (Neb.), 
Hutchinson (Kan,.) and the Tulsa 
(Okla.) fair associations, and that 
a contract on a percentage agree- 


(Continued on page 35) 


2-FOR-1 FOR “LADDER” 
AFTER NEW YEAR’S? 
Losses Running Up to $11,000 


Weekly at Belmont—Another 
Liberal Oil Man West 








Edgar Davis’ free show, “The 
Ladder,” current at the Belmont, 
for first come first in with no hold- 
outs, may start giving two-for-ones 
after New Year's. 

It is said the deadheads are dis- 
pleased over waiting in line for 
just one free ticket and Mr. Davis 
wants his patronage happy as well 
@s encouraged. In the latter at- 
titude they may tell their friends 
Where the giveaway show is. 

Mr. Davis is an oil man and is 
greasing Richard Herndon with 
$4,000 weekly as rental for the Bel- 
mont, which seats, gross, 507 peo- 
ple. Albeit, Mr. Davis is credited 


(Continued on page 34) 


If Booze is Advertised 
On Air in U. S—What? 


Toronto, Dec. 27. 

If a Canadian distillery were to 
Start advertising its products on 
& sufficiently powerful radio sta- 
tion to reach right through every 
one of those dry United States, 
would the U. S. government try to 
Stop it? 

Plans are said to be out for a 
big station on a low wave to be 
Operated by Gooderham and Worts 
pioneer Canadian distillers, recently 








merged with Hiram Walker. Call! 
fetters tentatively allotted are! 


(Continued on page 26) 





“Pool” on Grosses 


A press agent for one of the 
big film companies has started 
a weekly “pool” similar to the 
ones on football and baseball. 

The picture houses and the 
attractions in them are given, 
with the idea to guess a week 
in advance the grosses on the 
various pictures. 

Variety's figures are used as 
a basis and the nearest right 
on the total 10 wins the “pool.” 


BIG COAST OFFERS FOR 
CAPTORS OF “THE FOX” 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Alexander Pantages attempted to 
pull a fast one with the capture of 
William E. Hickman, the “Fox,” in 
the sensational Marian Parker mur- 
der case. As soon as news of the 
capture was flashed, Pantages 
wired an offer of $1,000 a week to 
Chief of Police Tom Gurdane, of 


Pendleton, Ore., and State Traffic 
Sergeant Buck Lieuallen, who nab- 
bed Hickman. 

One offer, from a couple of Holly- 
wood picture agents, tendered the 
officers $5,000 per for a lecture tour 
over the country. 

Pantages has not given up, and is 
still negotiating with the police 
pair. 


Free Food for Actors 
For Four Days Weekly 


Toronto, Dec. 27. 


Free food for actors for four days 
weekly at the two leading cafeterias 
of Muirhead's. 

The restaurant men appear in- 
different as to what or where the 
actors eat the other three days. 

Publicity scheme is to have the 
locals who hanker for ‘the society 
of pros, even at a distance, also 
hang around the eat-without-dance 
places, 

Cards are issued to professionals. 

No time limit on the free lunches. 
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SAD BIG. RADIO 
CHAIN FORMING 


——_ 


Independent Stations Going 
in on New Net-Work— 
WHN, New York, Is Key 
Station—Hearst’s Papers 
and Picture Interests In- 
cluded—First ‘Telemovie’ 
of ‘Love’ Broadcast 


_—_—_ 


COMMERCIAL = TiI|E-U|P 





William Randoiph Hearst is vital- 
ly interested in radio for commer- 
cial broadcasting purposes. By 
spring a 60-station network, the 
third chain in the field, will be in 
operation. it will be known as the 
Hearst -Loew-Metro-Goldwyn hook- 
up, with the Loew end predominat- 
ing. WHN, New York, will be the 
key station. 

For some weeks, experimentation 
by Hearst in the broadcasts of In- 
ternational Services news events by 
courtesy of the local Hearst dailies 
(“American” and “Evening Jour- 


(Continued on page 49) 


$1,000,000 TO MUSIC 
TRADES FROM “TALKERS’ 


Am. Society Given Contract for 
5 Years, Covering Vitaphone 
and Movietone’s Use 


—_——- 








- Music business willl benefit over 
$1,000,000 from the film talkers 
within the next five years, accord- 
ing to a contract signed by the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers with the 
Electric Research Products Corp. 
This latter corporation licenses 
Vitaphone and Movietone and guar- 


(Continued on page 26) 


Featuring Only for Merit 


Featured players for “Bare 
Knees,” Gotham (independent) pic- 
ture now in production, will not be 
chosen until the film is completed. 
Heavy billing will be awarded on 
merit. 

The cast includes Johnnie Walk- 
er, Jane Wilton, Virginia Lee Cor- 








and Donald Ketth 


bin, Forrest Stanley, Maude Fulton | 


‘LOCAL AMATEUR FILM ACTORS 
DISPLACING LITTLE THEATRES 














Printers as Reviewers 


More printers served as daily . 
newspaper reviewors Monday 
night than on any other eve- 
ning in the history of Broad- 
way. 

The 11 premieres taxed the 
capacities of the dramatic 
staffs, pressing the printers 
int? service. 
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PALM BEACH OPENS 


Palm Beach, Dec. 27. 

Paramount and Beaux Arts, Palm 
Beach's two society movie houses, 
opened Christmas Night for the 
annual winter season of about 10 
weeks, 

Subscribers to boxes in the 
Golden Horseshoe at the Paramount 
include some of the biggest names 
in the social register. Fach pays 
$1,000 to the theatre for exclusive 
rights to their own box. 

Those subscribing this year in- 
clude Drexel Biddle, Jr., J. Leonard 
Replogle, Edward B. McLean, J. P. 
Donahue, D. H. Carstairs, Edward 
F’. Hutton, E. T. Stotesbury, Harri- 
son Williams, W. R. Reynolds, Mrs. 
Zassett, John C. King, Mrs. Theo- 
dore Schultze, E. S. Moore, E. R. 
Bradley, John Sheppard, Jr., Bar- 
clay H. Warburton, Rodman Wana- 
maker and J. S. Phipps. 

Stanley C. Warrick ts handling 
both properties in which he is in- 
terested with Paramount. 


ers Oust s - $2,000 
Gross Last Week in Cinsy 


Cincinnati, Dec. 27. 

Last Friday the LaCianci Opera 
Co. started southward again, fully 
satisfied to get out of this town 
where it had played to $2,000 gross 
in five days at the Shubert. 

The Cianci group was so tickled 
at leaving it neglected to remain 
to play the two performances also 
billed for Saturday. 


FORD THEATRE MEMORIAL 
Dec. 27. 











Washington, 

Just prior to the holiday recess 
the House district committee fa- 
| vorably reported a bill to convert 


ithe old Ford theatre, wherein Lin 
Sepa was shot, into a national war 
m<é< orial 

it wil! be a headquarters for 
‘erans 








Quick Screen Action Preferred to Lengthy Stage 
Play Preparation—More Local Interest and Pos- 
sibilities—No Financial Return Expected 


= 
4 


Amateur Motion Picture Clubs 
are displacing former Little The- 
atre groups in surburban towns of 
New York and New Jersey. 

High royalties and production 
costs for the amateur spoken 
drama, usually reahearsed for 
months prior to the single public 
performance, has diverted the em- 
bryos to the cinema as outlet for 
their trouping yen. 

Most of the newer groups are 


(Continued on waa 38) 


NITE CLUB BUMP 
ON NEW YEAR’S EVE 


Best Spenders Will Take Cara- 
van Route of Open Door 
House Parties 


Every side street restaurant 
eating place, beanery and Bul- 
garian hothouse are planning to 
cash in on the double New Year's 
eve and night graft. 

It looks like some disappoint- 
ments resulting. 

The open house party for 

(Continued on page 26) 


Ist Year’s Data on 
WEAF-WJZ Networks 


Some data on the first year of 
the National Broadcasting Co.'s 
control of WEAF and WJZ and 
allied networks includes: 

Approximately $6,000,000 spent for 
radio programs in 1927 via N. B.C, 
red, blue and Pacific Coast net- 
works. 

Additional $2,900,000 for talent on 

(Continued on page 22) 
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AUSTRALIA 


By ERIC H. 


GORRICK 





Sydney, Dec. 1. 


Mystery plays of the thriller type 
are the vogue here at present. 

“The Ghost Train” ran up a big 
score this being followed by Maurice 


Moscovitch in “The Ringer,” which 
played to capacity for ten weeks. 
Moscovitch was to have done “The 
Music Master” next, but as this 
play had flopped in London with 
Harry Green, Williamson-Tait had 
the Russian actor stage “The Ter- 
ror” in its place. The new show 
opened last week at the Royal and 
is doing tremendous business. Writ- 
ten by Edgar Wallace, “Terror” is 
rich melodrama of the dime novel 


type. Finely acted and mounted, 
with cast including Maurice Mos- 
covitch, Ashton Jarry, Nat Mad- 


dison, Patric Curwen, Eileen Sparks, 
Mary MacGregor and Fred For- 
rester, 

“Castles in the Air” has failed 
to pull business at Her Majesty's 
for W.-T., and will be withdrawn 
with “Wildflower” (revival) follow- 
ing. 

“Gorilla” 
this week. 

“Rain” goes out of Criterion this 
week and will be followed in by 
short season of “Whole Town's 
Talking” with Marie Burke and 
Barrett Leonard, Marearet Law- 
rence, whoa played in “Rain,” will 
open in Melbourne tn, “Our, Wife” 
for W.-T.. ' 

William Barr presented “Oh, 
Richard, How Could You!” at the 
Palace by arrangement with W.-T. 
last week. “Richard” is a comedy 
featuring Compton: Coutts but has 
not much chance. Lucky to see 
out three weeks. Plot is old and 
mostly blah! 

The Fullers ran up a great score 
with “Lady Be Good” at St. James 
and now have clicked heavily with 
“Archie,” a musical comedy of the 
frothy type. Fullers had made prep- 
arations to stage a pantomime at 
the theatre Christmas time, but 
owing to hit made by the new show 
the panto will probably not be 
staged. Jimmy Godden, Elsie Prince, 
Charlton Morton principals, _ with 
Godden and Prince outstanding. 
Helen and Frank cleaned up with 
clever dancing. 

Business big at Fullers twice 
daily with tab revue featuring Jim 
Gerald, 

Business falling. off at the Bm- 
pire where “Tweekie” is current. 
Aileen Poe (American) has left the 
show through illness and has been 
replaced by Gwen Matthews. Miss 
Matthews needs experience. Bobby 
Jarvis is still the hit of the show. 
Maurice Diamond has ‘staged some 
wonderful new dances, 


closes at Opera House 





Pictures 

“The Flag Lieutenant” will finish 
at’ Prince Edward in two weeks, 
being followed in by “What Price 
Glory” for a run. “What Price 
Glory” has been in this country for 
quite a time, but was not released 
by the Fox people in Sydney until 
a vacant date offered at the Prince 
Edward. Fox exchange figured that 
by placing the war picture into this 
house they would be assured of se- 
curing a good run. Hal Carleton 

will stage a big prolog. 
still playing 


“Seventh Heaven” 
at the Crystal Palace for Union 
Theatres, Ltd. 

“Cradle Snatchers” 
run at Piccadilly. 

“False Shame” playing to good 
business at Adyar Hall twice daily. 

Haymarket is featuring this week 
“Rough Riders” and “Rubber Heels” 
—Ackerman and, Wynne featured 
act. 

Lyceum doing very good business 
with “Rough Riders” and “Sham- 
rock and the Rose.” Maggie Foster 
on stage. 

Empress showing “Across the Pa- 
eific’ and “Beware of Widows.” 

Hoyt’s and Strand presenting as 
main feature Tim McCoy in “For- 
eign Devils.” 


booked for 





Melbourne 


James Liddy and Beppie de Vries 
scoring in “Student Prince” at His 
Majesty’s. “Outward Bound,” re- 
vived at Royal, will be followed in 
by Margaret Lawrence in “Our 
Wife.” Dion Boucicault and Irene 
Vanbrugh season of English plays 
big success at the King’s. All the 
foregoing is under Williamson-Tait 
management. 





Tivoli this week has Armstrong 
and Phelps, Owen McGiveney, Brom- 
ley Carter, King and Benson, Cav- 
anaghs, Miller and Hepman, Thelma 
Kurtzman, Marie Lawton, Angel 
Bros., and Joe Aronson and his 
band. “The Last Warning” is fin- 
ishing at Athenaeum this week. 
“Ghost Train” will come in for re- 
vival. “Not Tonight Dearie’ pro- 
duced successfully at Palace by 
Frank Neil. 


Pictures 
Paramount featuring “Ten Mod- 
ern Commandments” and “Rubber 


Heels.” “Term of Natural Life” 
finishing at the Auditorlum. Ma- 
jestic offering ‘The Price of Honor” 
and “Two Girls Wanied.” 





News from All States 
Harvey Ball and his Virginians 
will play a summer engagement at 
the, Palais, Melbourne, after a good 
season at Palais, Sydney. 





“The. Broken Wing” was a flop 


in Sydney; only ran a week and a 
few days. 





Flo Levere has canceled her con- 
tract to appear here for the Tivoli 
circuit. No reason given. 





Owen McGivney and Armstrong 
and Phillips will open at Tivoli, 
Melbourne, this week.’ Both acts 
work in with each other and will 
play together right throughout their 
tour of this country. 





Company engaged for “Cuckoo in 
Nest” and “Rokery Nook” by Wil- 
liamson-Tait include Cyril Vernon, 
Jane Comfort, Will Clifton, Lily 
Lyn, Hastings Lyn, Helen Simon, 
Minnie Rayner and Ray Langley. 


“Cuckoo in the “Nest” will be 
Christmas attraction at Criterion, 
Sydney. 





City of Newcastle, a neighboring 
city of Sydney, will build a munici- 
pal theatre costing £70,000. The 
idea for a State theatre was the ob- 
ject of the late Labor Government, 
but it has since been thrown out of, 


power. 





“The O’Brien Girl’ is being re- 
vived for a brief season in Brisbane 
at the Empire. This show Was big 
hit some seasons ago ‘when Hugh 
Ward was connected with the 
Fullers. And speaking of the geniai 
Hugh J., it is pleasing to know that 
he is doing mighty fine in the 
estate business in Sydney. It is 
rumored Mr. Ward will return to 
the theatrical game. He may be- 
come connected with an _  inde- 
pendent group of business men who 
may finance theatrical attractions 
in principal cities of Australia. 





Because Madame Frances Alda, 
who was born in New Zealand, 
failed dismally here, the singer has 
been saying quite a lot of nasty 
things about the people of this 
country. Several musical organiza- 
tions have asked me to tell the 
leading musical celebrities of New 
York and London who may con- 
template visiting Australia that 
welcome awaits them providing 
they come under a favorable man- 


agement and live up to their con- 
tract. 





Williamson-Tait produce 
“The Girl Friend” early next year. 
Miss Annie Croft has been engaged. 
Plays also secured include “The 
Silent House” and “The Vagabond 
King,” The latter was said to have 
been bought by Rufe Naylor for 
Empire Theatres, but it is now cer- 
tain that W.-T. will have this at- 
traction. George Highland has been 
engaged to do “The Girl Friend” 
for W.-T. 





The Tivoli people will produce a 
revue next month in Melbourne, 
running the show for one-half the 
bill with vaudeville filling in other 
half. Van Lowe (from “Sunny”) 
and Hector St. Clair will be the 
featured comedians. Fuller people 
have found tab revues of a very 
payable nature, and so the Tivoli 


the same line. 





Rufe Naylor. will stage as his next 
attraction “Bubbles” (renamed from 
“The Matinee Girl,” which. was done 
in New York). The new show will 
open around Christmas time and 
will probably feature Bobby Jarvis. 


A’ Het of long picture runs 
screened at the Prince Edward in- 





clude “Ten Commandments,” 36 
weeks; “Monsieur Beaucaire,” 10 
weeks; “The Thief of Bagdad,” 8 
weeks; “Scaramouche,” 12 weeks; 


“The Iron Horse,” 12 weeks; “The 
Wanderer,” 7 weeks; “The Vanish- 


ing Race,” 11 weeks; “College 
Days,” 6 weeks; “Romola,” § weeks: 
“Beau Geste,” 15 weeks: “Don 


Juan,” 8 weeks; “Old Ironsides,” 5 
weeks, and “Ben-Hur,” 16 weeks. 





Picture Notes 
The first screening to the public 
of “The Patent Leather Kid” was 
given last week at Adyar Hall, Syd- 
ney, in aid of charity. 





Federal Parliament has asked the 
film censor to give a report on 
hoardings in Sydney advertising 
“Lonesome Ladies.” Members of 
the House want to know just why 
the hoardings carried a picture of 
a lady in bed with a male standing 
conversing with her, same male 
evidently not being the female’s 
husband. “Shocking,” said the 
members. “Disgusting,” said rep- 
resentatives of the Church. “Beau- 
tiful from a box office point of 
view,” said the picture people. 





Roughly speaking, about $10,000,- 
000 finds its way into the picture 
houses here per annum with a big 





management will try thelr luck in. 


BERLIN 


Berlin, Dee. i4. 


the Metropol theatre, 


times over. 


step. 


Brothers. 





After a long 
tax officials, two of the 
Reinhardt stages, the 


cent. of the gross. 


profit. 





The 


tion has joined the 


(Continued on page 54) 


Australia Gets Into 








Sydney, Australia, Dec. 3. 


headliner. Management 


vaudeville in this city. 


with whirlwind dancing. 
corker performer. 





AMERICANS ABROAD 


Paris, Dec. 18. 
thor; Byron Harvey, actor; 


of Harry Pilcer. 


SAILINGS 





Dec, 28 (London to New York) 


(Aquitania). 

Dec. 24 (New York to London) 
J. J. Collins (Majestic). 

Dec. 28 (New York to London) 
Cooke and Valdare Sisters 
Ballin), 


and Son, 5666 7th avenue: 


Jentz, for 20 years the owner of 
has gone 
bankrupt and the theatre company 
with him. Jentz is up to his neck 
in ‘debt and the property of the 
theatre has been mortgaged many 


The principal reason for this 
failure is Jentz’ inability to keep 
His methods of production 
were old-fashioned. When he did 
try to keep abreast and brought 
out “No, No, Nanette” and a revue 
he lost more money than on his 
Viennese operettas. Also the ele- 
gant amusement district has moved 
from the center of town, where the 
Metropol is located, to the West 
End, undoubtedly played a role in 
the catastrophe. The theatre has 
now been taken over by the Rotter 


conflict with the 
Berlin 
Deutsches 
theatre and the Kammerspiele, have 
been freed from paying theatrical 
taxes. This means a relief of 8 per 


The reason is that these: stages 
are supposed to be conducted.on a 
purely artistic basis and not for 


Vienna Managers Associa- 
Deutsche 
Buehnenverein (the German Man- 
agers Association), so from now on 
the two will present a united front 


Vaude’s Worldwide Flop 


Business not #0 g00d at Tivoli 
Nov. 28, with Hetty King still the 
reduced 
matinee prices to 50 and 25 cents. 
Vaudeville has not the same appeal 
here as in former years. Tivoli is 
the only house playing high-class 


Miss King did nicely with sev- 
eral character songs very well done. 
Gatanos, dancers, hit of the bill 
Man is 
Others are Rich 
and Adair, third repeat; Cook and 
Vernon scored; Tivoli.Girls; Bernt 
and partner, clever achobatic offer- 
ing; Brown and Willa, rag pictures. 


In Paris, Charles Brancis Coe, au- 


Maud 
Daggett, sculptor; M. Pilcer, father 


Jan. #4 (New York to Paris), 
Helen Gray, Maria Kearns (Paris). 
Jan. 4 (London to New York) 


Aileen Stanley, Hilliard Coram 
(Majestic). 
Dec. 28 (London to New York) 
Dorothy Brunton, Lily Morris 
(Aquitania). 


Sir Thomas Beecham, Fritz Kreisler 


(Al 
Reported through Paul Tausig 


RITZY 








Julius McVickar, who, after 10 
years on Wall Street as a broker, re- 
turned to the stage to appear with 
Frances Starr in “Immora)] Isa- 
bella,” was formerly well known in 
musical comedy. He appeared with 
Lillian Russell and with Lulu Glaser 
(who recently divorced her second 
husband, Thomas D. Richards). His 
case recalls various others. 

In 1896 Olga Nethersole appeared 
in “Carmen,” and a lingering caress 


was widely exploited as the “Neth- 
érsole kiss.” .The handsome hero 
who participated in this bit of busi- 
ness was billed as Nathaniel Hart- 
wig, but later he resumed his Wall 
Street activities as Hartwig Baruch, 
brother of the well known financiers, 
Bernard and Sailing Baruch. After 
the late Amelia Bingham met with 
success in “The Climbers,” she en- 
abled her actor-husband, the late 
Lloyd Bingham, to become a Wall 
Street broker. Subsequently he re- 
turned to the stage. 

When the dashing juvenile, Doug- 
las Fairbanks, married Beth Sully, 
heiress daughter of Daniel Sully, 
“the Cotton King,” he, too, sought 
the financial district. ‘Returning to 
the stage he then entered the movies 
and is now a millionaire, since mar- 
rying Mary Pickford. 


Chamberlain Brown’s Flops 


Chamberlin Brown, the theatrical 
agent, who last year produced 
“Kept,” a dire failure, this year put 
on .“Immoral] Isabella,” which got 
in the cut-rates immediately after 
opening and has now gone on tour, 
might be told that, just as a shoe- 
maker should stick to his last, soa 
caster should stick to his cast! 
The Brown Brothers, Chamberlain 
and Lyman, have not only secured 
engagements for actors in produc- 
tions, they have also employed some 
in their office. Alan Fagan, brother 
of Ina Claire, was once thus em- 
ployed, and so was Neil Hamilton, 
former movie extra and now a juv- 
enile in pictures. Some years ago 
Neil attended first nights as a guest 
of Melville Rosenow, once a partner 
of Bijou Fernandez and later asso- 
ciated with Jenie Jacobs. ° 
One good caster deserves an- 
other! 
The Princess Writes In 

A Ritzy item concerned Princess 
Frances Goltizine, who has been vis- 
iting in Hollywood, attempting to 
recruit actors to go to London to 
appear in pictures. The paragraph 
stated that the princess was origi- 
nally Frances Simpson Stevens, of 
Chicago, daughter of divorced par- 
ents, and later she lived in New 
York, among other mention. Fol- 
lowing the publication, the princess, 
signing herself “H. 8S. H.,” which 
signifies “Her Serene Highness,” 
wrote to Variety, requesting that a 
correction be made, declaring she Is 
not separated from her husband. 

Although various newspapers have 
stated recently that Frances mar- 
ried the former prime minister of 
the czar, she married his son. Dmi- 
»|tri had been divorced by Nina 
Boeckmann before marrying Miss 
Stevens, of Chicago. 
, The Fifth-Park Parade 


The procession from Broadway 
and the theatres to Fifth-and-Park 
and the drawing rooms has’ now 
reached formidable proportions. 
Under fashionable auspices, Stewart 





tising accessories, 


industry some time in 1928. 





attraction, 





“Roses of Picardy” made in Eng 


firm’s exchange here shortly. 





New Zealand, but so far theatre 
affected. 





The Tivoli management has cu 


of each performance. Jack Mus 





was a farce. 


percentage of this figure going to 
America for film hire and adver- 
The Royal Com- 
mission which has been dealing 
with picture matters in this coun- 
try will conclude its investigations 
next week, giving its report on the 


The Phillips Brothers, leading ex- 
hibitors of Melbourne, who control 
the Capitol, have just opened a 
magnificent neighborhood theatre in 
St. Kilda at a cost of over $500,000. 
“Seventh Heaven” was the opening 


land by the British Dominion Film 
Co., will be released here early in 
1928 under the guidance of Harry 
Graham, who will open the new 


Daylight saving is in vogue in 


and movie houses have not yet been 


out the national anthem at the end 


grove stated that the audience was 
always eager to get out of the thea- 
tre once the show had concluded 
and that the playing of the anthem 


Baird, musical comedy actor, re- 
cently gave a recital at the Hopkins 
theatre, and also a humorous trav- 
elog interspersed with songs at the 
Metropolitan Club. 

Last summer Baird visited the 
Stuart Duncans at the magnificent 
estate they acquired at Newport 
through the profits on Worcester- 
shire cause. He was originally 
sponsored by Mrs. R. T. Wilson. 
Mrs. Wilson has also sponsored 
Muk de Jari, another professional 
musician who has visited Newport 
He recently gave a tea-musical at 
the St. Regis, the guests including 
Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt, Mrs. Og- 
den Goelet and Mrs. Robert Goelet. 

Helen Hayes, star of “Coquette,” 
was recently the guest of honor at 
a tea given in the Park avenue 
apartment of Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
J. Whigham, the company including, 
among others, Mr. and Mrs. Gil- 
bert Miller, Mrs. Whitney Warren, 

rs, Jules Glaenzer, Ferenc Molnar 
tj}and ‘Frank, Crowninshield. Miss 
Hayes is engaged to Charles Mac- 
- | Arthur, who has been much incon- 
venienced by the lady who divorced 
him, as she continues raking up the 
case. He gained fame and fortune 
}as co-author of “Lulu Belle.’’ Mrs. 


s 





Jules Glaenzer was Kenda]) the 
dancer 

Mrs. Gilbert Miller is constantly 
encountered lunching and dining at 
smart hotels and restaurants, Be. 
fore marrying the theatrical man. 
ager, son of the late Henry Miller, 
this heiress daughter of Jules 
Bache, of New York, and Mrs, 
Scheftel Bache, of Paris, moved in 
a certain wealthy stratum of met- 
ropolitan society, as befits a niece 
of Mrs. Julius Kayser, Mrs. Leo- 
pold Rosebach and Mrs. Sigmund 
Pollitzer. 

Mrs. Whitney Warren, who is of 
the social elect, meets many Boe 
hemian . celébrities through hep 
husband, thé ‘architect. Mr. Ware 
ren is again chairman of the gen- 
eral committee of the annual Beaux 
Arts ball, to be held at the Hotel] 
Astor Jan. 27. Ernest Peixotto ig 
in charge of the costumes, assisted 
by Joseph Friendlander, Tony Sarg, 
Ben Ali Haggin, James Reynoids 
and others,,;, Reynolds is the tem- 
peramental youth who has gained 
renown, during the past few yearg 
through costume designing. 

Whitney ‘Warren; Jr., at one time 
worked: in the office of a Broadway 
manager ahd met 
with the groundless rumor they 
were engaged’ circulating. 

Lionel - Atwill, the actor, hee 
joined the parade from Bohemia to 
society, and was recently at the 
elaborate entertainment given by 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Hutton at, 
their Fifth avenue residence. 
Atwill, as a guest, applauded the 
efforts of Fanny Brice, the paid ene: 
tertainer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln A. Wagen- 
hals, of New York and Peekskill, 
are giving a dance Dec. 27 for their 
niece, Jane Goodlove, at their estate 
at Montrose-on-Hudson, the fact 
being proclaimed in the fashion 
notes. Mr. Wagenhals started his 
career in 1893 in partnership with 
the late Collin Kemper, at Stone’s 
opera house, Binghamton, N. Ys. 
later managing Frederick Warde, 
Kathryn Kidder, Louis James, 
Madame Modjeska, Blanche Walsh 
and Annie Russell, More latterly 
Mr. Wagenhals made a_ fortune 
through “The Bat.” 


Lee 





A Palm Beach Villa 


A Palm Beach villa‘is now being. 
shared for the season by Lady 
Maude Warrender, Gertrude Nor- 
man and Marcia Van Dresser. Lady 
Maude is a sister of the Earl] of 
Shaftesbury. Miss Van Dresser made 
her bow to Broadway under un- 
usual circumstances. In the fall of 
1897 Blanche Bates, who had been 
acting for three years in San Fran- 
cisco, joined Augustin Daly’s fa- 
mous company at the old theatre on 
Broadway that bore his name. She 
appeared in “As You Like It” and 
“The School for Scandal’ without 
attracting much attention but, early 


adventuress in a melodrama, 
Great Ruby.” So much so that Ada 
Rehan, the star, objected and Miss 


Marcia Van Dresser. 


frying pan into the fire, for Miss 
Van Dresser also made a hit. Then, 
when the young actress had thus 
established herself as an emotional 
actress, she abandoned her career 
along those lines, and studied for 
grand opera. Finally she appeared 


The handsome Miss Van Dresser at 
Palm Beach this winter is the same 
Marcia who made a sensation on 
Broadway those years ago. 





The Countess of Lauderdale is oc- 
cupying her villa at Palm Beach, 
having spent many winters in 
Florida, and put over some success- 
ful real estate deals. A generation 
ago, when this Englishwoman was 
Viscountess Maitland, her husband 
not yet having succeeded to the 


-|Earldom, she studied singing in New 


York under Hermann Klein, a well 
known teacher, brother of the late 
Charles Klein, playwright, and Man- 
uel Klein, who conducted the or- 
chestra at the Hippodrome for 
many years. Viscountess Maitland 
sang at various concert recitals, in- 
cluding one at the home of Mr. 
Klein. At that time his daughter, 
Sibyl Klein, was playing minor roles 
for David Belasco, she and Jane 
Cowl being cast as two giggling 
girls in the original production of 
“The Music Master.” Later Sibyl 


married William Harris, Jr., the 
manager, and left the stage. 
Mrs. Maurice’s Try 
It will be interesting to see what 





«Continued on page 55) 
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Jeanne Eagels- . 


Mr... « 





in 1899, made a decided hit as the » 
“The . 


Bates was replaced by a newcomer, | 


For Miss Rehan, it was out of the | 


at the Metropolitan in minor roles. ° 
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: London, Dec. 13 

{ thought, at first, of not writing anything about the theatre this week, 

put just wishing you a Merry Christmas, just like Nellie Revell would 

do after meeting Will Hays or Jackie Coogan. I wanted to call a truce, 
and forget it for once. 


| 


Christmas Nonsense 
Alas, it is chiefly at Christmas time that they thrust the English 
theatre down your throat. Instead of having one show on at one theatre, 
they have two. The young chlidren go in the afternoon and the whisk- 
ered ones at night. They revive the most unearthly rubbish, hire a 
gang of children who are seldom paid more than eight or $10 a week, 
and then complain if the critics don’t go. 





“Charley's Aunt” Goes West 

Everything is being revived this Christmas except “Charley’s Aunt,” 
which has gone to Canada. What Canada’s done to deserve it, I do not 
know. Any way to destroy the British Empire seems to do, nowadays. 

Fortunately, there is no pantomime at Drury Lane. American musical 
comedy has killed that sort of thing at what we pretend is the National 
Theatre. It used to last so long that one year, Herman Finck, coming 
out after the first performance, was asked by his wife, “What time is it?” 

“What day is it?” he answered. 


; His Execution Was Perfect 

They have celebrated Christmas, this year, by hiring an ex-hangman 
as the star in a melodrama. They opened at Gravesend, of all places | 
in the world, and Ellis, an executioner, who hanged 203 people at $50 a 
time, is appearing on the stage, night after night, in a melodrama, 
hanging Charles Peace, most illustrious of English murderers, although 
he wouldn't be thought much of on your side. 

Ellis, who is normally a barber in Rochdale, James White’s home town, 
wrote me the other week asking my advice about accepting this engage- 
ment. I strongly urged him not to do so. He has ignored my advice. 
Now, of course, there will be an uproar. 

However, if we pay our hangmen so badly in England that, when they 
retire they have to sink to the stage, we can only blame ourselves 


Edgar Talks Right Out ° 

If this column I challenged Edgar Middleton, author of ‘“Potiphar's 
Wife,” to meet me in debate, being foolish enough to say he would 
not accept it. He did, last Sunday, at the Gallery First Nighters. He 
spoke cleverly and he gave me back as good as [ gave him. 

My “Variety” paragraph was read out to a crowded meeting, which | 
went for me bald-headed. 

Middleton conquered a stammer with a cool ease and spoke well. I 
congratulate him—much as I disagree. 

He went for critics thoroughly. In that respect, he was not only brave, 
but right. 


Dollars Wanted for Pounds 

I am surprised to see that someone took the trouble to unveil in New 
York a tablet to the memory of Sir Arthur Sullivan on the spot where 
there was once a hotel in which Sullivan corhposed part of “The Pirates 
of Penzance.” 

As it is now an office building, I do not see what it has to do with 
Bullivan. 

If, in addition, the organizers would send a contribution to the fund 
being raised for Charles Courtice Pounds, most charming of all Savoy- 
ard singers, who is now lying poor and broken in health, I shall forgive 
them for erecting a tablet that doesn’t matter. 

It is pitiful that great artists, who give of their best all their lives, 
are splendid in their charities and kindly in all their actions, shall fall 
upon the plight in which Courtice Pounds finds himself. 

He was a great Shakespearean clown and a man with an entrancing 
voice. Now, they are pleading for him, just as though he were a coster- 
monger, whose pet donkey had died. 





More Rows About “Sirocco” 

The row over “Sirocco” seems to have become personal. The baby 
boy critics, who side invariably with insolent youth, are indignant with 
me over my attitude towards Noel Coward. 

“The vitriolic little pleasantry of one of the men who dislike the 
author,” says one of these youths about my criticism of “Sirocco,” which 
will be withdrawn next Saturday, after 29 performances, at some ‘of 
which they have taken less than $500. 

It is utterly untrue that I dislike Noel Coward. No one could dis- 
like him. : 

The truth is that, had I been wrong in my judgment of his work, the 
bubble would not have been pricked so soon, 

wenden 


The Hushy lush Revue 

I challenge his idolaters to point to one original phrase in any one of 
bis plays, one original idea, one NOTE of challenge. 

Coward has failed because his work is bunk. 

Cochran, who had announced that his next revue would be written 
by Noel Coward, sent out a statement about this show, but did not men- 
tion Coward's name. 

Stories have been going round that scenes have been de-sexed. 
not believe them, but they are evidence of the yap they talk. 

“At present, I am writing songs,” CovArd said. “Few revues are 
booed.” 

Surely Coward forgets “London Calling,” which he wrote, which Lord 
Lathom paid for, and in which Coward appeared himself. It was booed 
quite loudly. 

Cochran, who is trying to kill the echo at the Albert Hall, is now 
trying to kill the echo at Daly’s. 


—_—_-——— 


I do 


They Blame Me for “Cyrano” 

Other troubles have been caused by my description of Robert Loraine’s 
“Cyrano” first night, when the scenery fell all over the stage, and I 
said so. This is now being attacked at every theatrical debating society 
and, every other week, it is referred to in print. Anyone would think 
that I had pushed the scenery over myself. 

Because of this, too, one defender of “Cyrano,” merely with an idea 
of sneering at me, enters into an elaborate defence of Robert Loraine. 

Loraine and I have been friends for years. This fact did not prevent 
me from telling some of the truth about the “Cyrano” failure 


The Christ Film Next 


FOREIGN 





Yes, I started by wanting to wish you a Merry Christmas. Tomorrow, 


however, they produce “The King of Kings” at Covent Garden Then | 
there will be some more rows. Already the trouble is brewing. I shall 
not go to see the picture—unless they send me Hollywood's idea of 


Calvary IT know, woujd be revolting 


THE TILLER DANCING SCHOOLS 


OF AMERICA, Inc. medierts 0518-6 


226 West 72d Street MARY READ 
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WILL MAHONEY | 


Bob Coleman of the New York! 
“Mirror” in reviewing “Take the | 
Air’ said: “Will Mahoney is indeed 
an expert at provoking laughter. 
He sings, acts, pulls nifties and 
when it comes to stepping his buck 
and \wing is the most exciting seen 
here in many a day. And he has 
one of those winning personalities | 
that wins an audience tmmediately.” 


Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


20 IMPORTED ACTS — 
IN LONDON’S CIRCUS 


London, Dec. 27. 

Olympic Circus opened Dec, 22 
with over 20 imported novelty acts, 
including five from America. Lat- 
ter include Power's Elephants, De- 
Marlo, Barbette, Robert Stickney 
and Mabel Stark witr her balloon 
and parachute horse. All acts 
scored strongly with Power's Ele- 
phants the main hit. 

Miss Stark was handicapped by 
the failure of her parachute to 
work with the horse becoming 
nervous in midair. This part was 
subsequently omitted until the 
parachute was adjusted. 

General opinion is that this 
year’s circus is the best yet staged 
by Capt. Mills. 








Sorel for S. America 


Paris, Dec. 27. 

Cecile Sorel, member of the Com- 
edie Francaise, is engaged for South 
America next July and August. Her 
company will include the Marquis 
de Segur, her husband, who will 
play under his usual pseudonym of 
Saxe. 

In addition to “Maitress de Roi,” 
Mme. Sorel will create a new melo- 
drama by Clement Vautel, “La Belle 
et les Hommes.” 


Robey’s Revue 


London, Dec. 27. 
“Bitsa and Pieces,” a revue built 
around George Robey, is in at the 
Prince’s for six weeks. It should do 
excellent holiday business. 
Robey, following an African tour, 
was wiidly greeted. 


COURTICE POUNDS DIES 


London, Dec. 27. 
Courtice Pounds, 65, veteran 
singing comedian of Gilbert and 
Sullivan operas, died here Dec. 21 
of heart failure. 
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1ST NITE CLUBBER 


RADIOING IN LONDON 


London D> 


For the first time in British id 
show business a direct wire I > 
nite club will be installed when Bil 
Mann opens at the Kit-Cat Clut 


Jan. 16 The British Broadcasting 
Co. is installing a remote control 
| wire to pick up Mann's jazzique di- 
rect from the cafe 
When Mann opens Teddy 

Brown's band closes. George Fish- 
er, American piano player with | 
Brown assembling a band unit 
for Mann's advent Mann (of the 
Yacht Club Boys) will be master | 


of ceremonies 

The Yacht Club unit is Orpheum- 
ing over here in vaude, 
Walsh in charge and 
subbing for Mann 


Two Especially Noticed 
In Latest “Peter Pan” 


London, Dec. 27 
“Peter Pan" at the 
brought forth Jean Forbes 
as the 13th “Peter” and 
the best cince Nina Bouchcault, who 
created the role. 

Mary Casson, 13-year-old daugh- 
ter of Sybil Thorndike, registerea 
with the best thterpretation of 
“Wendy” since Hilda Travelyan. 

Pantomime in general, and 
“Peter” in particular, is a yearly 
tradition over here. 

Another opening was “Quest” at 
the Criterion. It is an adven- 
turous comedy, useless for America. 
Reception polite. 


Dog Racing Shares 40%, Off 


London, Dec. 27. 

Following the recent tremendous 
inflation of greyhound racing 
shares, this stock has depreciatea 
alarmingly, some to the extent of 
40 per cent ~" 

The chaotic condition is due to 
the government holding an inquiry 
which will restrict the activities of 
this new sport. 


Tedd y 


King 


Revival of 
Gaiety 
Robertson 





Gaumont’s Film Contest 


Paris, Dec. 18. 

Over 3,000 would-be picture play- 
ers were on the list at the Gaumont 
Palace when Loew-Metro held a 
competition for future talent last 
week. Pierre Marodon is directing 
the contest, with Lucien Dotublon, 
manager of the Loew Metro theatres 
in France, in charge. Applicants 
were given partsin a scenario filmed 
on the stage of the Gaumont Palace 
during 15 regular performances, the 
competition thereby being an act on 
the program, The pictures will be 
exhibited at the performances this 
week, the public acting as judge. 
The two best players (man and 
woman) will be awarded 1,000 
francs, with the possibility of a con- 
tract for half a dozen of the suc- 
cessful players. 





Ella Shields Ill 


Ella Shields, the English artist, 
is ill with pneumonia in a hospital 
at Youngstown, O. 

Miss Shields was taken ill 
23. She ts on a Keith-Albee vaude- 
ville route over here. 

Will Fyffe, the Scotch entertain- 
er, is reported slightly ill in New 
York. He recently arrived on this 
side, also for K-A, and has played 
a couple of weeks out of town. 


Lupino Lane’s Idea 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27 
Lupino Lane, comedian, now | 
working for Educational studios, | 


contemplates producing a musica) 
show called “Turned Up,” a play he 
appeared with in England. 

Lane expects to get the Holly- 
wood Music Box at the conclusion 
of the run of “The Vortex” and 
present the show in February. 


“Wings” in London 


Paramount's “Wings” is 
uled for London in April 
house to receive the air special is 


the Carleton (legit). Its lease re- 


sched- 


verts back to Paramount at that 
time. 
The picture has qa few minor 


changes to conform with the for- 


elgn country where it will 


Alice Lee in Paris 
Paris, Dec. 138. 


Alice Lee and band will appear at 


the Dmpire commencing Jan, 13. 
She has heen at the C: 


asnadeurs restaurant) 


ino (Am 
Cannes 


| productions, a 


} } 
'‘ SICAL, 


with George | 


lsie by 
|has a jazzy plot of purely farcical 
| nature 
jruns the 
| modiste’s establishment 


Dec. | 


Tho | 


| quite 


| 
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3 LIGHT PLAYS — 
PLEASE PARIS 


Farce and Two Comedies 
Pre-Christmas 


Preparing for the 


Paris 


holidays, tl 
offered 


musical 


a 
theatres three new 
comedy a 

comedy drama, and the third a 
farce 
“Le Compte Obligado the mu- 
was produced at the Nou- 
veautes with a fair measure of suc- 
cess. Book is by Andre Barde, mu- 
Raoul Moretti The piece 
dealing with 
elevator 


Antoine, who 
in a fashionable 
When he 
inherits a small fortune he decides 


| to spread the whole amount on one 
| week of high life 


Accordingly, he takes the role of 


}a Good Time Charley, assuming the 
{title of Count Obligado, taking pains 


to come in contact with the dress- 
maker's customers, who formerly 
snubbed him, but now seek to curry 
favor with the supposed millionaire 

As part of his spending spree he 
plays the races heavily and to his 
own surprise becomes a big winner, 
so that he ig able in the end to buy 
out the dressmaker's establishment 
for his faithful sweetheart whom he 
marries, Morton makes the role of 
the spender amusing. 


Critic as Playwright 

“Miche” at the Theatre de la 
Madeleine its the work of Etienne 
tay, critic of “Comoedia.” It en- 
joyed a favorable premiere, being 
revealed as an amusing study of 
feminine intrigue. The girl, Miche 
really is in love with the artist who 
is painting her portrait, but pre- 
tends to be indifferent and discour- 
ages his attempts at familiarity un- 
til she at length makes up her mind 
to marry him. 

The humor lies in the method she 
pursues. She pretends she already 
is married, and lures the painter 
into what he conceives to bea “safe” 


flirtation until he has committed 
himself beyond rescue, when she 
marries him in spite of himself 


Falcanetti plays the subtle jade suc-~- 
cessfully. 
The Bedroom Motif 

“Une Petite Femme dans un Ut,” 
as the name implies, is a risky farce 
by Yves .Mirande and Gustave 
Quinson, produced at the Palais 
Royal with bright prospects. 

During the absence of a bachelor 
from town, his valet suggests that 
the stranded daughter of a former 
employer make herself at home in 
| the absent master’s bedroom, The 
bachelor unexpectedly returns, find- 
| omer the girl ensconsed in his quar- 
| ters. Although he is a bit of a 
rounder, he treats the intruder with 
utmost courtesy, going so far as to 
pretend before a visitor that she is 
his country cousin. 

All would go well except that the 
bachelor's jealous mistress geta 
wind of the aituation, and she 
crashes into the picture, pretending 
she is the hero's country sister. The 
young man’s position becomes un- 
tenable when his real sister adds 
her presence to the already com- 
piicated situation. In the end the 
bachelor renounces the rich girl he 
was about to wed and makes a love 
;match with the innocent girl who 
caused all the trouble. 

In the cast are Albert Brasseur, 
Legallo Duvalles, Charles Lorrain, 
Marguerite Templey, Denise Grey 


|and Simone DuLac. 
| 








Banker Marvies Actress 


London, Dec. 27 


Mark Ostrer, of Ostrer Broa, 
banking firm which floated the 
$2,500,000 Gaumont-British Film 


Company, married Karen Peterson 
here Dec. 20. 

Miss Peterson is a member of 
the local company playing “Broad- 
way.” 





Cecil Cunningham's Try-Out 
Dec. 27 
out at 
and did 


London, 
gham tried 
restaurant 


Cecil Cunni 
the Kit Cat 
nicely 
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DISAGREEMENT ON PROLOGS BY 


JOE SCHENCK AND SID GRAUMAN 





Speeches by Partners—Joe Says Prolog Useless and 


Sid Replies—Make Better Pictures—Whiteman- 
Curci Gag Revealed—At New Theatre Dinner 














—_ o- 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Joseph M. Schenck does not want FOR MOVIE MAESTROS 
prologs in any of the houses oper- 
ated by the United Artists. He “Tschaikowsky’s world-fa- 
made this declaration at a dinner mous ‘Overture 1912,’ one of 


on the eve of the 
opening of the new United Artists 
theatre here. The @inner was given 
by business men of downtown Los 
Angeles and about 800 attended. 
Schenck made his declaration in 
the presence of Sid Grauman, who 
is his partner in the operation of 
the Grauman’s Chinese, Hollywood, 
where the prolog is an 


tendered him 


important 


feature Schenck told how the 
prolog was not needed in the first 
class picture houses, where the 
people came to see the screen at- 
traction and not a lot of animated 
embellishments. He declared that 
there was no slam against Grau- 
man in the matter, but that it was 
just an out and out business propo- 
sition with him. 

Fred Niblo, who followed Schenck, 
indorsed the statements of his boss. 
He said it was about time that the 


picture got rid of the song and 
dance man on its stage and de- 
pended on the good pictures to 
draw them in. He said that if this 


was done it would not surprise him 


to find theatres on every corner 
doing business. 
Grauman started his retort 


against the remarks of Schenck and 
Niblo by saying, “When they make 
pictures good enough to stand on 
their Obwn at $1.50 top I will aban- 
don putting on prologs. But that 
time has not cdme yet. I hope it 
does as it will reduce my operating 
expense a great deal and I will be 
able to pay the picture producer 
more for his product.” 

While Schenck spoke, he told of 
how Grauman came to his hotel 
when he first came to California to 
weicome him with a big fat fiddler 
and a woman singer, whom he 
thought were rotten. Grauman 
clarified the situation on this by 
faving it was a gag as the people 
who accompanied him were Paul 
Whiteman and Galli Curei, 

From the way the audjence re- 
acted to this Weclaration of opinion 
it is said that the prolog is okay 
with them 


David Selznick Leaving 
M-G-M—Maybe With Par 


Angeles, Dec. 27. 

David Selznick, producing super- 
visor at M-G-M, has resigned to 
take effect upon completion of two 
pictures now in work under his 
supervision. It is likely that Selz- 
nick will join Paramount as pro- 
duction supervisor upon his de- 
parture from M-G-M. 

Selznick is a son of Lewis J. 
Selznick, former head of Selznick 
and Select Pictures, and joined M- 
G-M as assistant to Harry Rapf 
over a year ago. Later he was 
placed in charge of production units 
under Rapf, and has been producing 
supervisor on his own for the past 
six months. 


Los 


Wanger’s Trip Abroad 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Walter Wanger, general produc- 
tion manager for Paramount, leaves 


here Jan. 12 for New York. He will 
remain there until Jan. 27, when 


sailing for Europe. 

While abroad Wanger will make 
arrangements fer some _ produc- 
tions that are being made _ by 
Paramount there. At the same time 
he will take a vacation in Italy. He 
will return to America about 
April 1. 


FLORENCE VIDOR’S CONTRACT 
WITH NO-STAR CLAUSE 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Vidor has a new con- 
Paramount for another 


Florence 
tract with 
year. 

It prevides that she is not to be 
starred in the future. The first pic- 
ture under it will be the lead op- 





| picture 


the sublime musical composi- 
tions of the last hundred years, 
rarely performed at all and 
never before offered on the 
air, is one of two unusual fea- 
tures of the Cadillac Hour in 
the series of General Motors 
‘Family Parties,’ tonight over 
a chain including, WLIT.” 
— Philadelphia Paper. 











Ist Nat’l’s Miniature 
Stage for Studio 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

First National is making around 
$500,000 worth of improvements to 
its studio in the addition of a new 
mintature stage, production room, 
wardrobe building, office buildings 
and four The 
miniature stage will cost more than 
$100,000 to erect and equip. That 


will be the most complete of all tfte 
miniature work jobs of the studios 
on the West Coast. 

Alvin Nichtel will be in charge of 
all the miniature and trick photog- 
raphy; while Ralph Hammera and 

Frank O'Brien, who did the minia- 





projection rooms, 


ture work on the “Lost W orld,” will f 


be in charge of the provision of the 
miniature. 

This stage 
Feb. 1. 


will be ready about 


—_— - -—--———-- —--——-——i > 


$10,000 Loss Taken on 
“Shepherd”—3 Days Lost 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Production was suspended after 
three days on “The Little Shepherd 
of Kingdom Come.” Richard Bar- 


thelmess starred and Al Santel, di- 
recting for Ist National. 

AN film made i: the three days 
was scrapped, with $19,000 lost as 
ithe result. 

Arthur Edeson, cameraman on 
the picture, was replaced by Lee 


yarms and production restarted. 


Plaque With Sigs 


Dec, 27. 


star, was 


Washington, 

Marion Mack, picture 
here last week with a plaque upon 
which were inscribed the signa- 
tures of every state governor in the 
United States, and secured the 
signature of President Coolidge to 
make it complete. Miss Mack also 
got Secretary Kelloge’s name 
along with the great seal of the 
State Department. 

The plaque is to go in a frame 
of holly wood grown only in Pales- 
tine and Oregon and is to be auc- 
tioned for the benefit of the Holly- 
wood community chest. 

The plaque took over a 
complete. 


year to 





NATIVE GIRLS AS TYPES 
FOR “SOUTHERN SKIES” 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
yLei Lani Hennessey, Hawaiian 
native, and Raquel Torres, Spanish 


descendant, will play the feminine 
leads in “Southern Skies,” a South 
Sea Isle picture to be made by 


Metro-Goldwyn- Mz 


These girls, having very little 





experience, 
after spending 


selected 
several weeks in 
making tests of more than 300 
Polynesian types. Other members 
in the cast are Monte Blue and 
Robert Anderson. All the players 
will be taken to Papeete, Tahiti, 
where the entire picture will be 


were 


| filmed. 


|} meet 


Baby Stars Today 

Los Angeles 

Members of the 
at the Roosevelt 


Dec. 27. 
Wampas will 
Hotel Dec 


posite Emil Jannings in “The Pa- | 28 to elect their annual baby stars 


triot.” 


for 1928, 

















ROSCOE AILS 


Hazelton, Pa. “SENTINEL” said: 
“The legitimate has its Al Jolson 


and Cantor, but vaudeville is for- 
tunate to boast of a luminary like 
Roscoe Ails. If stopping the show 
is a criterion of greatness, Réscoe 
stands out as the greatest enter- 
tainer ever to visit this town. 
Thursday night’s enthusiasm is in- 
explicable.” 


Direction—SINGER & WARD 





THE BWAY BUNK 
MAKES MONEY, 
SAYS DISTRIB. 


All Exhibs Don’t Agree— 
“Direct from B’way” 
Gag Nowadays 





The overflow of alleged, special 
productions on Broadway at $2 top 
despite it is known the pictures 
are not worth the price, is due to 
the reckoning on the part of dis- 
tributors that it is worth as much 
as $500,000 to have a picture on 
Broadway for a run of six months. 

As explained by offe sales depart- 


ment, referring to a special that 
has been flopping steadily, 
“Why should we take it off? Sup- 


posing we take a 
000 on Broadway 
divide that among 5,000 out of a 
possible 10,000 exhibitors and the 
extra cost to each will be approxi- 
mately $50 more. 

“It’s worth the extra money on 
account of the national publicity the 
picture received through its Broad- 
way showing. If we took it out 
after four or six weeks it would 
be harder to sell.” 

While Broadway may, mean little 
in other parts of the country the 
picture exhibitors must still be 
shown a Broadway run for specials 
on.Wwhich the whole product is be- 
ing sold by some of the producers. 

This assumption, however, is dis- 
puted by any number of exhibitors 
outside the biggest cities. They 
say the Broadway stamp lost its ef- 
fect years ago, without they paying 
any attention to it any more. 

“Direct From Broadway” is a gag 
nowadays, say the picture men in 
the sticks. 


net loss of $250,- 
showing, we can 


$50 and Four Days for 


Farrow—Tag Contempt 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

John Farrow, scenario writer at 
De Mille studios, had a habit of 
throwing away traffic tags. After 
he had failed to respond to seven 
of the tags, police hailed him into 
court. 

The judge thought Farrow should 
be more respectful and senteced 
him to pay $50, also four days in 
jail to make him keep tags. 





Monte Banks and England 


Banks is 
comedies 


to 
producer. 


negotiating 
for a British 


Ray as Legit 








Charles Ray has abandoned a 
vaudeville intention, but will in- 
stead enter the legit in “Phoenix.” 

Joseph E. Shea will produce it. 








| 
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MAYER INFORMS HOOVER FILM 
PEOPLE AND ALL CALIF. FOR HIM 





Individual 


Head — Hoover’s 


Expression Says 


M-G-M’s 


Producing 


Co-operation Abroad — Has 


Demonstrated His Efficiency for U. S. Business 





at 
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$500 for 75 Ft. by 
Amateur of Hickman 


International Newsreel paid 
$500, sight unseen,.for 75 feet 
of 16 mm. stock on the arrest 
in Portland, Ore., of Hickman, 
the Los Angeles kidnaper. 

The stuff was taken by H. 
Neil East, amateur camera- 
man, who wired all the news- 
ree] companies offering the 
exclusive to the first taker. 











. — | 


Denny Wins Point on 
Stories and Films Cost 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Claiming that Universal were not 
putting enough money into produc- 
tion cost and that they were en- 
deavoring to give him the wrong 
kind of Reginald Denny 
balked last week when it came time 
to begin in “Be Yourself,” under the 
direction of William Seiter. 
claimed that the company was get- 
ting more for his pictures than they 
were three years ago and that the 
production cost had not been in- 
creased, with the productions them- 
selves not having the same value 
as they had from the standpoint of 
amount invested. 

The Denny pictures cost in the 
neighborhood of $150,000 to $160,000 
to make. He wants the company to 
spend around $200,000 a picture. A 
compromise was made whereby 
Denny will be given the right to 
okay his stories with U with the 
budget at an increased cost. 

Denny begins work this week. 








stories, 


Denny 








Private Film Making 
Firm in England 


London, Dec. 27. 
Victor Sayville, formerly with 
Gaumont, “Nas joined with John 
Maxwell, of British International, 


and with the British Brunswick Co., 
to form a producing firm under the 
title of Burlington Films. 

The venture is a private 
poration with capital 
$500,000. 

The new outfit 
the Elstree studios. 


incor- 
placed at 


will produce at 


Cody Back at M-G-M 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 


is back with M-G-M. 
September his contract ex- 
pired with the company after six 
years and he went on a vaude tour. 
He returned about 10 days ago and 
M-G-M sent for him. They made 
overtures to have him to come back 
and start in as a featured player 
and later to be starred. His con- 
tract is for one year with an op- 
tion of another. The salary is 
around $2,500 a week. 

Cody has been considered about 
the best of the so-called feature 
players the company has from the 
box office angle. He starts work 
on his first picture Jan. 3. 


Lew 
Last 


Cody 





Conway with Ist N 
Dec. 27. 


title writer, 
staff of First 


Los Angeles, 

Jack Conway, the 

joined the editorial 
National today. 

Conway, formerly with Variety, 

ame west on. six-month period 

contract for Paramount, It expired 


| Dee, 14 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
After failing to renew contract | 
with Pathe for distribution, Monte 


produce | 


VIRGINIA PEARSON BACK 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27 

Virginia Pearson, after four years 
from the screen, has been cast for 
The Actress,” Norma Shearer's 
next for M-G-M. 

Also in the cast are Ralph 
Forbes, Owen Moore, Roy D’Arcy, 
Gwen Lee, Wm. Humphrey, Mary 


Turner and Lee Moraa, 





Washington, Dec, 27 

Louis B. Mayer was here Friday 
to inform Herbert Hoover, Secre- 
tary of Commerce, that all Calj- 
fornia, including those of the pic- 
tures, is out to see him not only 
nominated but elected the next 
President of the United States. 

Mayer sees it that the only two 
Republicans who can possibly beat 
Gov. Al Smith are Mr. Coolidge or 
Mr. Hoover, adding that the picture 
people were for Hoover. 

He stated that the Co-Operation 
of Mr. Hoover's Wepartment in the 
making and selling of pictures 
abroad had been a great factor-in 
demonstrating to the picture indus- 
try he was “the man.” 

Questioned jf he had 
Mr. Hoover the support of the 
screens, to the exient of the 
M-G-M and Loew influence, Mr. 
Mayer stated such an offer was be- 
yond his power to make, but that 
he had assured Mr. Hoover the pic- 
ture people were for him. 


CLARA BOW’S CHASER 
AT HOME AND TAMED 


Bob Savage’s Regard for Ma 
Leads to Work He Prefers— 
Reporting on Minn. “Star” 


promised 


Minneapolis, Dec. 27. 
Turning down a _ $1,(00-a-week 
contract to act in the movies out 


of respect to his mother’s wishes, 
Bob Savage, son of a multi-million- 
aire mining magnate, is working as 
a reporter on a Minneapolis news- 


paper, “The Star,” at a modest re- 
muneration. 

Savage, who gained nation-wide 
first page newspaper notoriety 
when he eloped with a Ziegfeld 
“Follies” girl while a student at 
Yale and again as a result of his 
ardent courtship of Clara Bow, fol- 
lowing a wager that he could win 
the screen star after a week of 
wooing, started on his present job 
over three months ago and has 
made good with a venszeance He 
came to Minneapolis after spending 
a year seeking adventure in the 


South African wilds. 
Savage reports for 
every morning and 


work at 7:30 
remains on the 


job until 5 p. m. He covers the 
court “run,” does special feature 
rstory assignments and is credited 
with a number of scoops. During 
his present employment he has 
not missed a single day at the news- 
paper office. He says he enjoys 
rewspaper work and will make -it 
his life profession. He also avers 
that he has had his fil! of the Broad- 


way bright lights and Hollywood's 
gay parties and is off that sort of 
stuff. Minneapolis’ comparatively 
tame existence just suiis him now, 
he avers. 

While “enjoying life’ and writing 
poetry at Hollywood, Savage hopb- 
nobbed with many of the film ce- 
lebrities and was a prominent figure 
at numerous of the gay parties, The 
$1,000-a-week movie contract was 
cffered to him after the 
carried stories to the effect 
had cut his wrist in a 
tempt when Miss Bow 
marry him. He has had 
books of poetry published 


‘Forbidden Hours’ M-G-M 


newspapers 
that he 
suicide at- 
refused 10 
several 








Los Angeles, Dec. 22. 

M-G-M will call Ramon No- 
varro’s next film made under direce 
tion of Harry Beaumont “Forbid- 
den Hours.” It is from an original 
by A. P. Younger 
| Support includes Rene Adoree, 
| Shirley O'Hara, Edward Connelly, 


| Dorothy Cummings, Matirice Can- 
non, Tenen as and Roy D’Arey 


Rubens Come Back 


J. J. and L. M. Ruben, brothers 
from Joliet, are back in New York 
after a month across th 

They started on on of tose 

+¢ 2 


round-world trips but called 
full tour before 
had elapsed. 


the ret i as 
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BIDDING FOR PICTURE TALENT 
DESPITE “STUDIOS AGREEMENT” 





Large Producers Keep People Needed Regardless— 


Schenck and DeMille 


Not Parties to Frequently 


Broken Producers’ Understanding 





- 
» 





Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Joseph M. Schenck and Cecil B. 
DeMille are not parties to the studio 
agreement to refrain from boosting 
galaries for talent, while it is known 
that some of the big companies 
have violated their pledge by taking 


up options at a higher figure than 
the previous salary. 

It is also pretty well understood 
that the clause of the “economy” 
agreement prohibiting dickering 
with or employing a star until 90 
Gays after expiration of contract 
with another company, is system- 
atically ignored by some producers. 

An instance. is Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer's device to hold director Tod 
Browning, when, following a refusal 
to give him a salary raise, he was 
reported in negotiation with Para- 
mount. M-G-M promptly elevated 
Browring to the status of super- 
wisor-director and gave him the 
@alary wanted. Formerly his pic- 
tures carried the line “A Tod 
Browning Production.” Henceforth 
the public will read: “Tod Brown- 
ing Productions.” 

M-G-M has renewed contracts 
with Renee Adoree, Clarence Brown, 
Tim McCoy and several scenarists, 
all of whom are understood to have 
asked for more salary. 

Paramount is said to have re- 
newed under increased salary terms 
the contracts of George Bancroft 
and Rowland V. Lee, as well as 
several writers after discovering 
Other companies were after them. 

While First National and Para- 
mount were considering paying 
Lina Basquette over $300 a week, 
DeMille, with a free hand through 
not subscribing to the agreement, 
took her away with a contract for 
$750 weekly. 


By-Line for Nellie | Revell 
On Press Agenting Matter 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

To Nellie ReveH, veteran New 
York publicist, goes much of. the 
credit for the successful exploita- 
tion of the opening of the new 
United Artists theatre here yester- 
day. When the artisans were put- 
ting the finishing touches on the 
new picture palace Nellie Revell 
arrived. From the time of her 
arrival Chicago papers have been 
extolling the merits of Chicago's 
newest Loop theatre. ~ 

Nellie Revell graduated from the 
“press agent” class years ago. 
Newspapers now carry her mate- 
rial willingly, and over that mate- 
rial they place the name of the one 
woman publicist whose name lends 
Prestige to the daily in which it is 
Printed. Full column length stories 
on the new house and the United 
Artists controlling it appeared 
daily in the Chicago press signed 
by Revell. Several papers carried 
Stories on “New York’s First 
Woman Press Agent.” 








HAYS TO PASS ON LATEST 
“AMER. TRAGEDY” SCRIPT 


Paramount is working on a new 
version of Theodore Dreiser’s “An 
American Tragedy” for the screen. 
On its completion the script will be 
submitted to Will Hays, 


The story was purchased by Par- | 


amount for pictures some time ago, 
but was placed under the ban by 
Hays at that time 


Last year Marshall Neilan, the di- 
rector, was lined up to direct the 
Screen version made at that time, 


but Hays refused to approve it. 

Paramount 
film rights and 
forts to put t 
in acce 


table 


form. 


is in the box on the} 
figures to make ef- | 
ie story on the screen | 





A Cut-Rate Beard 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Polly Moran was working 
in “Rose Marie” on _ the 
M-G-M lot the other day and 
noticed a man with what Polly 
described as “Beautiful whis- 
kers and mustache.” Polly 
went up to him and said, 
“That's a nice beard you 
have.” He replied, “It sure is 
honey, but what do you think 
of this—they are only giving 
me $6 for it?” 

Polly began to sympathize 
with the fellow who retorted: 
“Well, if they were smart here 
I would give them my full 
beard for $7.50.” 

He took a couple of pins out 
from beneath the inside of the 
beard and let it drop to the 
waistline, 

Polly replied: “The economy 
wave must be on in production 
when a guy’s got to tuck half 
of his beard away to keep 
down costs.” 


GERMAN DIRECTOR 
WOULDN'T ALTER MIND 
Ludwig Berger Released by 


Fox After Contract Settle- 
ment—Diff. Over “Marry” 

















Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 


ladiwig Berger, German director, 
whom Fox imported, is no longer 
with. Fox. He was brought over by 
W. R. Sheehan to make “Don’t 
Marry.” 

Berger had different ideas about 
the story than the studio executives 
and his views could not be changed. 
Finally the studio officials decided 
it would be best to assign the pic- 
ture to another director. It was 
given to Jack G. Blystone. 

A settlement on the contract in 
cash was made with Berger, and 


tions. Berger may join the First Na- 
tional directorial staff. 


‘WESTERN’ STAR TAKES 
TO INSURANCE BIZ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 


Roy Stewart, one of the most 
prominent western stars on the 
screen, has gone into the mortgage 
and insurance business on a large 
scale. Stewart says he will prob- 
ably return to pictures in the 
spring as he has a contract with 
United Artists to remake “Arizona” 
and also “Rio Grande.” 7 

The latter picture Stewart made 
himself a number of years ago. 


Newsreel Stimulation 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

The local newsreel situation has 
every exchange on its toes. With 
Par and M-G-M's new reels now 
| being sold with their feature pic- 
tures, concentration on newsreel 
business has increased the demand 
100 per cent. 

Sales managers have 
their salesmen 
this angle, with the result that 
many of the very small “grinds” in 
and about Chicago that never 
played newsreela before are now 
using them. 














instructed | 





the company released of all obliga-, 


to pound away on) 





DeMILLE DEFYING HAY 


NISREGARD MPPD 


a ee 


Sends Instructions to Scen- 
ario Dept. to Buy Any 
Play or Story Deemed 
Suitable for Pictures— 
Believes Hays Organiza- 
tion Showing Discrimina- 
tion Among Members by 
Permitting “Rain” as 
“Sadie Thompson” 


FOX AND U, TOO 





Cecil B. DeMille, through his 
scenario department, has issued an 
order for story scouts to disregard 
any and all of the Will Hays office 
regulations governing the use of 
objectionable books and plays for 
screen material. 

DeMille, it is reported, will make 
pictures as he pleases, regardless 
of objections from the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers and Distributors’ 
Association (Hays). 

DeMille’s connection with Pathe, 
resulting from the Keith-Albee in- 
terest in P. D. C., being merged into 
the former corporation gives him a 
free hand on choice of material as 
far as his own organization is con- 
cerned. 

The DeMille order issued is to 
bring in original stories or call at- 
tention to any plays or books, likely 
te furnish good picture material, 
without consideration to possible 
objections. If the story is interest- 
ing, according to the order, it will 
be bought and the picture made. 

This is said to be one of the re- 
sults of the Hays whitewashing of 
“Sadie Thompson,” film version of 
the book on which the stage play, 
“Rain,” was produced. It is reported 
that DeMille had one or two pro- 
ductions in mind which Hays barred 
because he believed them:to be 
objectionable. DeMille figures that 
in lifting the ban on “Rain,” while 
continuing to frown on proposals 
for less objectionable productions, 
the M. P. P. A. is discriminating in 
its dealings with members. 

Fox was barred from making 
“Rain” as a picture under that title. 
Stormy Talk 

The DeMille order and other re- 
ports indicate that DeMille is pre- 
pared to do battle with the Hays 
organization on any pictures made 
by him for Pathe release hereafter 
even to the point of breaking away 
from membership in the M.P.P.D.A. 

Last week, at a stormy session 
during which Universal and Fox ex- 
ecutives pointed out that Hays had 
turned down both their propositions 
to make “Rain” while now allowing 
United Artists to release it, Univer- 
sal threatened to resign as a mem- 
ber of the M. P. P. D. A, if the or 
ganization was to be conducted 
along these lines. 

With three major members of the 
organization rebelling against its 
policies the Hays Association of 
Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 
tributors is at a worrisome stage. 





Cantor on Movietone 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Eddie Cantor will be the star of 
a full length feature film on the Fox 
Movietone. Its making will start In 
June after the present stage “Fol- 
lies,” with Cantor starred, closes its 
road season. 

Next season Cantor is under con- 
tract to return to Flo Ziegfeld, in 
a new stage precuetten. 





JOHN BARRYMORE’S CORP. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 327. 
Papers have been filed at the, 
| Sec retary of State’s office for the 
John Barrymore Corporation with a/| 
$5,000 capitalization. 
is to produce, market, 
lease pictures and plays. 
Incorporators are Barrymore, 
Marry Hotchener and Kenneth Hoi- 
land, all of Los Anzgeles. 


buy and 





The purpose |tures to 
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| Roxy-Fox Film Prices 


Difficulties between Fox and 
the Roxy have quieted for the 
presen. S. L. Rothafel, man- 
aging director of the house, 
protested against the charges 
for Fox pictures being made 
against the theatre,, the prices 
running as hich as $10,000 and 
$15,000 per week. Rothafel can 
get pictures from many sources 
at 50 per cent. of that price and 
less. 


In demanding lower prices if 
Fox pictures were to be shown 
in the Roxy, Rothafel got -to- 
gether with the minority stock- 
holders. 


HOME FILM OUTEITS 
START FIRES, SAYS CHIEF 


Boston and Portland, Me., Agi- 
tating Against Taking Films 
Into Homes 


Boston, Dec. 27. 

Agitation has started in New 
England on pictures in private 
homes. Coincident with an an- 
nouncement in Boston of a ban on 
the home outfits comes a dispatch 
from Portland, Me. that no less 
than three recent serious fires in 


houses were caused while films 
were being exhibited. 

At Boston the Massachusetts 
state fire marshal, George C. Neal, 
has ordered all of the fire chiefs in 
the Metropolitan District (Greater 
Boston) to take action to prevent 
the sale of inflammable picture film 
‘designed for home use, Fire Mar- 
shal Neal, in his order to the chiefs, 
declared that he had tested several 
of such films and found them high- 
ly inflammable. 

In Portland, Fire Chief Oliver T. 
Sanborn in a statement asserted he 
was very much opposed to the use 
of such films and issued a warning 
to all those who have them in their 
possession to be exceedingly care- 
ful, 

“I believe home movies were re- 
sponsible for two or three bad home 
fires in this city,” said Chief San- 
born, “and I am firm in my belief 
that the films are very inflam- 
mable.” 











Pathe-F. N ' ‘cto Site 


London, Dec. 27. 


A. KB Bundy, of the British In- 
structional Film Co., has rejected 
the studio site at Acton. It is be- 


ing taken up by the new Pathe- 
First National merger, capitalized at 
$1,900,000. The combine will pro- 
duce here with Harry Ham of First 
National in charge. 

British Instructional is not build- 
ing at Surbiton because of the high 
value of the land, but may turn 
to Elstree for location 


Kane’s 4 Specials 
Los 


Kar 


Angeles, Dec 
1e has produced five 
for 





Robert T 


jpictures in the past four months 


i National at the studio in 
Burbank. He has two n > | 
mak and will 
ithem about Feb. 1! 
At that time he will 
;a new produ tion contract ft i 
| four specials a 
his regular | ‘ram | 
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Coast Producers May Expand on Film House Stage 
-Prolific Producers of Picture Units 
Eventually May Reach East 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27 
Fanchon and Marco Production 
Company is organizing to produce 


stage presentations and specialties 
in West Coast Theatres Circuit. 
The new company is to be con- 
trolled by West Coast with Fan- 
chon and Marco said to have an 


equal interest in the stock of the 
company. This plan its the fore- 
runner of extending the operations 
of the Fanchon and Marco stage 
type of entertainment. With the 
expansion of West Coast Theatres 
operation, the Fanchon and Marco 
Shows will be placed at all of the 
houses operated by West Coast as 
well as the houses of circuits with 
which this organization is allied. 

Up to the present time Fanchon 
and Marco have been producing 156 
stage shows a year, three weekly. 
This work hag been done entirely 
by Fanchon and Marco themselves. 
They have staged all of the shows 
besides engaging the talent. They 
also take weekly trips throughout 
the towns covered by West Coast 
in checking up on thelr stage en- 
tertainment, 

No other producers of stage en- 
tertainment in picture houses have 
produced anywhere near the num- 
ber of shows this combination has 
done since becoming associated 
with West Coast Theatres three 
years ago. 

Under the new arrangement with 
West Coast, Fanchon and Marco 
will stage larger and more ex- 
pensive presentations for the key 
houses operated by the company. 
All shows which go on tour will 
have their premiere at the Metro- 
politan, Los Angeles, at which house 
Larry Caballos will aid Marco in 
the staging of the productions. 

These shows will play all of the - 
big houses on the entire circult with 
the exception of the Loew's State, 
Los Angeles, and the Warfield, San 
Francisco. In those houses. spe- 
clalty bills featuring the orchestra 
leaders will be put on every week 
with Fanchon in charge of the pro- 
duction. 

May Go East 

The first of the new shows to be 
Staged at Loew's State will be 
when Eddie Peabody opens Jan. 13, 
and at the Warfield, San Francisco, 
when Rube Wolf arrives Jan. 14, 

Besides this, an arrangement has 
been made whereby Adolph Dumont, 
making production overtures for 
Balaban and Katz in Chicago, will 
do likewise for West Coast, The 
first of these will be staged next 
week at the Metropolitan with Du- 
mont handling the stick, 

It is understood, should the Stan- 
ley Company's deal go through 
with West Coast, Fanchon and 
Marco presentations will be used in 
all of the eastern houses as Abe 
Sablosky and Jacob Fabien, here re- 
cently inspecting the West Coast 
houses for the Stanley Company, 
signified a desire to have the coast 
form of entertainment for all of 
the Stanley houses. 


Ruth Hurst, Chorister, 
Is Now U Film Principal 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Ruth Hurst, formerly chorister in 





~ 


New York, arrived on the coast 
two months ago and engaged tn pic- 
ture work, 

Carl Laemmle picked her from a 
|}mob of extras and after satisfac- 
tory screen tests, signed her to a 
five ear contract with Universal, 


Miss Shearer's ‘Ballyhoo’ 


Beth Brown book, 
e a Norma Shearer pic- 
Metro-G ows yn-Mayer., 
to the novel were 
Brown t week 


the 
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COAST CHILD MURDER INCREAS 





LOS ANGELES B. 0. WORRIES 





Women and Children Afraid to Leave Homes— 
Usual Pre-Christmas Biz—Kolb and Dill, $24,000, 
State—College Stage Show, $26,500 at Met 


,% 





+ 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
(Drawing Pop., 1,450,000) 


T..e =a gslou-k+sr of the 
daughter ci u bank o.iciul had the 
town. upset, with the _ theatres 


claiming boxoffices were greatly af- 
fected. It was the week before 
Christmas, but the boys claimed it 
might have been better. 

None of the first run houses got 
what they would call a _ break. 
Trade was shot to pieces after- 
noons. Egyptian, Hollywood, ac- 
tually did $62 on a matinee. It’s a 
fact that women and children did 
not venture far from home, and the 
theatres should have fared better, 
as the Yuletide school vacations 
went into effect on Monday of the 
week, The scare may have hurt 
Xmas shopping, too. 

Kolb and Dill, in their first pic- 
ture house venture as a stage at- 
traction, actually led the town with 
around $24,000 at the State. The 
Metropolitan, which has around 
1,300 more seats, got about $26,500. 
On the State’s screen “The Forbid- 
den Woman,” first Pathe-P. D. C. 
picture to play the house. It was 
expected K. & D. would draw far 
better than they did. The picture 
proved one of the best the house 
has had in some time. 

Metropolitan had Morley Drury, 
football player, in a collegiate pro- 
log. Drury proved good draw for 
the college mob and started very 
well. After fourth day business 
sagged off. Presentation was very 
fast. 

“Helen of Troy” lost conscious- 
ness after finishing two weeks at 
the Million Dollar. Studio spent 
lots of money in exploiting this one, 
with the results negligible. “The 
Gaucho” was feeble early in the 
week. Trade actually amounted to 
~— until Saturday and Christmas 

ay. 

Carthay Circle did fairly well on 
fourth week of “Sunrise” though 
intake was not startling. Fox is 
pushing it strong and will do heavy 
advertising and exploitation after 
the holidays. “Old San Franeisco,” 
with Vita program, had another fair 
week at the Criterion. Replaced by 
“The Jazz Singer,” with house go- 
ing into two-a-day policy. 

That Gene Morgan means some- 





thing was proven at the Boulevard. 
“No Place to Go” (picture) had the 
buyers in the same mood. “Now 
We're in the Air” seemed to have 
gotten a bad break at the Egyp- 
tian. House felt that straight daily 
newspaper advertising meant noth- 
ing, ahd this one drew at least 
$4,000 less than any Hatton-Beery 
picture should out here. Broadway 
Palace did not hold with “Jesse 
James.” 
Estimates for Last Week 

Grauman’s Chinese (U.A.)—“The 
Gaucho” (U. A.) (1,958; 50-$1.50). 
Looks as though it has fully shot 
its bolt; trade way off until last 
two days of week; around $15,500. 

Carthay Circle (W. C.-Miller)— 
“Sunrise” (Fox) (1,500; 50-$1.50). 
Management seems satisfied with 
fair business; near $14,700. 


Loew’s State (K. C.-Loew)— 
“Forbidden Woman” (Pathe) 
(2,300; 25-$1). Kolb and Dill on 


stage had good screen support and 
heavy advertising concentration; 
with only fair start picked up to 
finish at around $24,000. 

Metropolitan (Pub.-W. GC.)— 
“Spring Fever” (M. G.) (3,595; 50- 
75). With well balanced stage and 
screen show house fell about $5,000 
below expectations; $26,500. 

Million Dollar (Pub.-W. C.)— 
“Helen of Troy” (F. N.) (2,200; 25- 
85). Could not be plugged and get 
any coin; cut at end of second week 
with $10,000. 

Boulevard (W. C.)—"“No Place to 
Go” (F. N.) (2,164; 25-50). Gene 
Morgan's folowing coming regard- 
less of screen; pretty fair at $6,200 
under circumstances, 


Egyptian (W. C.-U. A.)—"Now 
We're in the Air” (Par) (1,800; 25- 
65). Business surprisingly poor 
due to limited publicizing; around 
$6,700. 

Criterion (W. C.)—“Old = San 
Francisco” (W. B.) (1,600; 25-75). 


Draw of Dolores Costello a help; 
third week $10,000. 

Broadway Palace (Orpheum)— 
“Jesse James” (Par) (1,600; 15-40). 
A blank here: very poor, not being 
able to show much over $2,300. 


Lachman with B. I. 


London, Dec. 27. 
Lachman, until recently 
technical supervisor at Ingram’s 
studio for M-G-M at Nice, joins 
British International studios as 
technical supervisor Jan. 2 





Harry 


MISERABLES’ DOES BEST 
BIZ IN MINNEAPOLIS 
$6,000 for “Huge Classic— 


“Last Waltz” Flops, $3,500 
—State Turns in $11,000 





. Minnneapolis, Dec. 27. 
(Drawing Pop., 470,000) 
Improved weather conditions 
brought better grosses than those of 


the preceding seven days, when 
takings sank to rock-bottom, Still, 
results were unsatisfactory. Busi- 


ness fell considerably below that of 
similar periods during the last few 
years. Comparatively, “Les Miser- 
ables,” at the Garrick, boasted the 
best showing along the rialto. This 
and another foreign picture, “The 
Last Waltz,” played in opposition to 
one another at adjoining theatres. 
“Waltz” evoked little enthusiasm 
and took a.beating at the hands of 
“Les Miserables,” which seemed to 
make a favorable impression with 
the fans. 

Although it had valuable aid from 
a pleasing comedy, “Now We're in 
the Air,” the fourth of the State’s 
big stage band shows, fared poorly. 
It was a good show, too, like the 
others. This house seems unable 
to get out of its slump. But all 
competitors, excepting the Garrick, 
are in the same boat. 
Hennepin-Orpheum did none too 
well with Eddie Leonard and “My 
Friends from India” on the screen. 
Tom Mix's “Arizona Wildcat” 
helped Pantages a little. 

Estimates for Last Week 

State (F. & R.) (2,500; 60)—“Now 
We're in the Air’ (Par) and big 
stage show. Picture moderately 
liked; stage\ show splendid, but pub- 
lic wouldn’t buy; around $11,000, 
and should have had at least $5,000 
more. 
Garrick (F. & R.) (2,000; 60)— 
“Les Miserables” (U). Best business 
in town; capacity smaller than 
State and Hennepin-Orpheum and 
program only of feature films and 
shorts; over $6,000; matinees bigger 
than usual. 


Strand (F. & R.) (1,500; 50)— 
“The Last Waltz” (Par). Flivved 
because fans didn’t like it; about 


£3,500. 

Lyric (F. & R.) (1,350; 36)—“The 
Thirteenth Hour” (M-G). Did com- 
paratively well and was liked; 
around $2,000, 

Grand (F. & R.) (1,100; 
“Shanghai Bound” (Par). Second 
loop showing about as good as could 
be expected; around $700, 

Hennepin- Orpheum (Orpheum) 
(2,890; 50-75)—"‘My Friend from 
India” (Patha) and vaude. Vaude 
fair, although practically all acts 
seen here before; picture meant 
nothing to box office; about $10,000. 


Pantages (Pantages) (¥,650; 50) 
—‘Arizona Wildcat” (Fox) and 
vaudeville. Picture well likéd and 
vaude satisfactory; around $5,000, 


about as expected. 

Seventh Street (Orpheum) (1,480; 
40)—"Galloping Fury” and vaude- 
ville. Satisfactory show at prices; 
about $4,600. 


TOPEKA’S TOUGHEST WEEK 


And This 








Guy Can Still Gag 


About It 


(Drawing Pop., 85,000) 
Topeka, Dec. 27. 

It was the week before Christ- 
mas, and all through Topeka not a 
picture was drawing any money 
tospeaka. 

The nickels and dimes in the old 
family sock were all in Kresge’s or 
else on a rock. 

While down at the movies they 
were tearing their hair, saying “It’s 
the worst week in history, it is I 
declare.” 

And what was more, no one 
seemed to caradam. Some of the 
ancients were pulled down off the 
shelf, dusted or not as the janitor 
saw fit, and shown to the corporal’s 
guards that fell in by habit, and 
that’s about the whole story. 


Schlesinger as Backer 


London, Dee, 27. 
Mason and Weil are not going any 
too well on their Wembiey promo- 
tion. 
R. J. Pugh, of the Wembley Cen- 
tral Studios, has I. W. Schlesinger 
in the background to promote Wem- 





bley if M. and W. fall down. 


25)— 


FAIR-AT PORTLAND 


Neighborhoods Hurt Most By Xmas 
in Northwest 








Portiand, Ore., Dec. 27. 
Usual pre-holiday slump, subur- 
ban houses also found going rough. 
Its reported J. J. Parker, allied 
with West Coast Theatres, is to 
take over the West Coast Broadway 


in conjunction with United Artists, 
around Feb. 1. Parker is to be 
managing director of the house, 


and holding a half interest in the 
theatre. Parker has denied that U. 
A. and himself will take over the 
Broadway, but intimated that such 
a deal is possible. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (W. C.). (2,000-25-40- 
60).—““Gay Deceiver” (Par). Just 
fair. Fanchon and Marco's “Oil” Idea, 
improvement over other shows, with 
Ollie Wallace, new master of cere- 
monies, satisfactory clip. $13,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,000-35-50).— 
“The Wizard” (Fox). Average pro- 
gram picture. Vaude nothing to brag 
about. $10,000. 
Rivoli (J. J. Parker-W. C.) (1,210- 
35-50).—“Man Crazy” (1st N.). Mul- 
hall-Mackaill combination and Sal- 


vatore Sataella’s orchestra brought 


house satisfactory gross. $5,500. 
Columbia (U) (750-35-50).— 


“Madame Pompadour” (Par). Did 
fairly. $4,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (700-25- 
50).—"‘One-Round Hogan” (War- 
ner). Popular, but real drawing 
card Movietone, on debut. Vitaphone 
still offered. $6,500. 





“BECKY” SURPRISES 
CAPITAL WITH $11,000 


an 
wm te 





Washington, Dec. 
(White Pop., 450,000) 

The week before Christmas—that 
tells it. Except that joy reigned at 
the Columbia, for “Becky” was the 
attraction, plus the Hearst tie-up. 
Business looked like a _ regular 
week. “Love” now in after much 
spending in exploitation. 

Fox business quivered around the 
previous week's figure, due to the 
60 people stage presentation in Her- 
bert’s “Sweethearts.” A little smart 
business in booking in a Fox re- 
issue of John Gilbert, prior to the 
Columbia showing of “Love,” turned 
out to be a dud, however, for the 
big things were expected. Anatole 
Friedland’s revue helped the Pal- 
ace weather the storm, though tak- 
ings did drop. 

“King of Kings,” road-showed into 
the National, looks to have gotten 
but a fair start and to remain but 
one more week. 

Metropolitan and Rialto suffered, 
though the former ran an extra day 
on “Honeymoon Hate,” gathering a 
few extra admissions. This to give 
the Vitaphone “Jazz Singer” a Sun- 
day opening. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Columbia (Loew)—‘Becky” (M- 
G) (1,232; 35-50). Right nice week 
Ke house of small capacity; $11,- 
00. 

Fox (Fox)—“Honor First” (Fox 
reissue) and “Sweethearts,” tabloid 
operetta (3,432; 30-50-65-75). 
Thankful it was not worse; held to 
about previous week, which runs 
house into “red.” $21,000. 

‘Little (Theatre Guild)—‘‘Monsieur 
Beaucuire” (Par) (200; 35-50). Re- 
vival may have gotten about $900. 

Met (Stanley-Crandall)—“Honey- 
moon Hate” (Par) (1,518; 35-50). 
Not so forte, though running eight 
days; liberally estimated at $6,000. 

Palace (Loew) — “Woman on 
Trial” (Par) and Friedland stage 
revue (2,363; 35-50). Friedland 
helped Negri, who means little here, 
to get about $14,000. 

Rialto (U) — “Irresistible Lover” 
(U) and stage attraction (1,978: 35- 
50). May have gathered something 
like $5,000. 

National (Rapley) — “King of 
Kings” (Pathe) (50c. to $1.50). May- 
be $9,000. 





Best Business in Years for 
Providence Merchants 


Providence, Dec. 27. 
(Drawing Pop., 300,000) 
Merchants report the Yuletide 
business the best in many years and 
this perhaps explains the Iull in 
the theatre patronage. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Majestic (Fay) (2,500; 10-50)— 
“Last Waltz’ (Ufa) and “Silver 
Slave” (W. B.) with Movietone. 
About $4,500. 

Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-25)— 
“Metropolis” > (Ufa) and “Honey- 


moon Hate.” Too heavy and only 
passable biz; $6,800. 
Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 15-50)—“In a 


Moment of Temptation” and fair 
vaude. About $4,500. 
Cariton (Fay) (1,474; 15-50)— 


“Chain Lightning” (Fox) and Edna 
Wallace Hopper on stage. Plenty 
of ballyhoo on Hopper show 
brought all it could at $4,000. 
Rialto (Fay) (1,448; 10-25)—Holie 
day held back this second run 





house; $1,000. 


with U. A. supplying the product |- 





NOTHING OVER $36,000 IN CHICAGO: 
WINGS’ QUITS TOWN TO PROFIT 





turn Gives Oriental 


One of Few Supers to Do It—Ash’s Heralded Re- 


Lead—“Her Wild Oat,” 


$35,000 at Chicago—“Lovelorn,” “James,” Nil 





FRISCO NOT SO BAD; 


field "Way Off, $18,000— 
“Stark Love,” $8,000 





San Francisco, Dee. 27. 
(Drawing Population, 756,000) 
Pre-holiday depression was on in 
force, but business did not go all 
to smash. Even the smaller grind 
and neighborhood houses reported 
better revenue than ordinarily 
could be looked for, and while 
many did not make money last 


week few suffered real losses. 

Granada led in revenue, which 
was a surprise in view of th 
strong opposition. Business started 
off terribly but built. Screen fea- 
ture did not mean much, so credit 
for much of the draw goes to stage 
show and popular Frank Jenks’ 
band. 

California had an_ exceptional 
week with-“Helen of Troy.” Busi- 
ness was to the good. Had feature 
been shown any other time might 
have set a new boxoffice record. 
House led the Wartield by at least 
$1,000 and rolled up _ substantial 
profit. “Man Crazy” and a special- 
ty show at the Warfield, but the 
revenue was disappointing. Lucky 
to pass the $18,000 mark, brutal 
for house. 


Customers were shy of “Stark 
Love” at the St. Francis. No 
“names” spelled disaster, though 


critics were unanimous in praise. 
Embassy had its first real bad 
week since adopting Vitaphone- 
Warner policy, but managed to 
keep out of the red. Pantages did 
well on third and final week of 
“Seventh Heaven,” but business 
showed a big falling off over pre- 
vious weeks. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Granada—“The College Widow” 
(CW. 3B.) (2,785; 35-50 - 65 - 90). 
Though stage play big hit of its 
time, title didn’t mean much to 
present-day fans; Fanehon and 
Marco “Backstage Idea” displayed 
a lot of talent; satisfying week at 
around $21,300; considered good. 


plays title role, helped draw the cu- 
rious; advance campaign a “wow” 
and satire rolled up $19,100 with- 
out trouble. , 
Warfield—“Man Crazy” (F. N.) 
(2,660; 35-65-90). Neither picture 
nor stage show sufficiently strong 
to pull; at $18,200 didn’t provide 
any dividends. 3 
Embassy—"“The Desired Woman” 
and Vitaphone (W. B.) (1,367; 35- 
50-65-85). Management agreeably 
surprised when house kept out of 
red; at $8,000 did remarkably well. 
St. Francis—‘Stark Love” (Par) 
(1,375; 35-65-90). Duplicated Los 
Angeles flop; no matter how good, 


unless “names” public seems to 
fight shy; $8,000 a distinct disap- 
pointment for something really 


worth while; “Old Ironsides” re- 
placed and figures for three weeks 
minimum. 


MONTREAL’S $2 TOP 








for New Year’s Eve 





Montreal, Dec. 27. 
(Drawing Pop., 600,000) 


New Year's Eve at $2 top to pick 
up the drop of last week. 

“Jimmy” Lyons, known to Mon- 
treal playgoers as doorman of His 


years, 
Estimates for Last Week 


at Sunrise” (F. N.). 
filer any other week; $10,000. 

Palace (2,700; 
Israel” (Par.). 
otherwise not so good; $8,000. 


Sea Love” (F. B. O.). 
warm for cold week; $5,000. 
Hogan’” (Warner); 


tery” (Col): “Wild Beauty” 





All together, $4,000. 


$19,100 FOR SLY ‘HELEN’ 


Granada Does $21.300—War- 


California—“Helen of Troy” (F. 
N.) (2,200; 35-65-90). Personal ap- 
pearances of Marie Corda, who 


Film House Managers Charging it 


Managers are looking forward to 


Majesty’s theatre, died suddenly of | 
he:@t trouble while out walking. He | 
had held his position for over 15 


Capitol (2,700;, 60-85) —‘ Breakfast 
Nice house 


55-85)—“‘Moon of 
Kind of seasonal, 


Loew’s (3,200; 45-75)—‘Body and 


Soul” (M-G-M). Fills in well with 
vaude; $12,000. . 
Imperial (1,900; 35-85)—“South 


Nice and 


Strand (800; 30-40)—"‘One Round 
“High School 
Hero” (Fox); “Million Dollar Mys- 
(U). 


» 
vv 


Chicago, Dee, 27. 

Loop firmly convinced that all 
rumors regarding Santy Claus are 
strictly for children. Most activity 
centered on the Oriental and Paul 
Ash. The redhead, back from a 
six-weeks’ vacation, rode in on 
dynamic publicity and while he 
didn’t get back to actual work until 
yesterday (Monday), is credited 
with ‘enticing a powerful week-end 
run on the b. o. Saturday and 
Sunday business boosted to $36,000, 
a gross that would have been pre- 
posterously low. 

The Chicago fell even lower than 
the previous week and finished in 
back of the Oriental. Comment 
personally complimentary to Col- 
leen Moore, but not to her picture, 
“Her Wild Oat.” “Loves of Car- 
men” suffered a sudden decline in 
its second week at the Monroe, This 
cannot easily be analyzed. Maybe 
due to both conditions and location. 

“Wings” fiéw south after its 
eighth and final at the Erlanger, 
showing a break-even figure for the 
last seven days, while “The Jazz 
Singer,” surviving as the lone re- 
maining double bucker, played to a 
little better than even in its fourth 
week at the Garrick. 

McVicker’s and Roosevelt were 
both low on a pair of second weeks 
of ‘The Lovelorn” and “Jesse 
James.” “Jesse's” disappointing 
first week was not regarded as true 
designation, but similar results in 
the second prove film is not up to 
snuff. “Brass Knuckles” proved as 
anemic in its second as first week 
at the Orpheum. Practice of hold- 
ing over weak ones doing this 
house no good in spite of unwar- 
ranted two-timing frequently ne- 
cessitated by systematic booking 
schedule. 

The Mindlins finally unearthed a 
legitimate squawk. This weekly ac- 
count has been crediting the Play- 
house, formerly a theatre run with 
legitimate intent, but now just a 
high-hat hut for films, with 1,073 


seats. But the Mindlins, those two 
boys, say 573. ‘They must have 
dusted ‘em to count so correctly, 


and there's plenty of it on the last 
10 rows. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix)—“Her Wild 
Oat” (F. N.) (4,100; 50-75). Tobog- 
ganned to second place with meek 
$35,000; nothing on bill to offset 
holiday depression. 

Erlanger .(Erlanger) — “Wings” 
(Par.) (1,345; 50-$2.20) (8th week). 
Packed and left town with profit, 
rare feat for specials here; $10,500 
about even break last week. 

Garrick (Shubert)—“Jazz Singer’ 
and Vita (W. B.) (1,293; 50-$2.20) 
(4th week). Advance sales con- 
tinue slightly over $1,500; getting 
by with $11,800 And thereabouts; 
another ease of picture itself sec- 
ondary to an incorporated feature. 

McVickers (Pubiix)—‘“The Love- 
lorn” (M-G) (2,400; 50-75). Film 
never meant for two weeks engage- 
ment; heavy exploitation no help; 
house better this week with “The 
Gorilla”; $12,000. 

Monroe (Fox)—‘“Loves of Car- 
men” and Movietone (Fox) (975; 
75). Took unexpected flop after 
pretty good start; down to last sea- 
son’s mediocre average with $4,100; 
this run denotes more than ever 
Monroe's shortcomings as Chicago's 
outlet for Fox’s new productions. 

Oriental (Publix)—“In Old Ken- 
tucky” (M-G) (2,900; 35-50-75). 
House claimed heavy week-end due 
to Ash’s return though he did not 
appear on stage; maybe; picture 
didn't figure: another low week at 
$36,000. 

Orpheum (Warner) — “Brass 
Knuckles” and Vita (W. B.) (776; 
50). Not worthy of second week, 
as $6,350 shows; title a handicap as 
magnet for women; Syd Chaplin's 
“Fortune Hunter” succeeding. 


Playhouse (Mindlin)—‘“Peaks of 
Destiny” (Ufa) (573; 50-$1.10). 
Just another week; arty house 
could not retain sudden influx; 
$3,100. 

Roosevelt (Publix) — “Jesse 
James” (Par.) ~- (1,400; 50-65). 


Deemed ordinary western with ex- 
traordinary title; most of Chicago 
believed it adapted from musical 
comedy of that name; worse in sec- 





ond week; $7,500; “Love” (M-G) 
current. 

State-Lake (Orpheum) — “The 
Harvester’ (Pathe) (2,800; 25-50- 
65). Picture adapted from one time 
best seller not good enough for 
Loop consumption; no value on 
screen; $15,800, 
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PICTURES 








BWAY USHERS’ LOAFING SPELL 3 an BETTER THAN 


WEEK-BEFORE IN FILM DE LUXES 


Variety Man Admits His Poetry’s Pretty Bad, but 





Says Big Alley Biz Just as Bad Last Week—Few 


Spots Were Bright—‘“Chicago,” “Enemy” Arrive 





Twas the week before Christmas 
And all through the house, 
Nothing was stirring 
—Not even an usher, 


‘WINGS’ VERY STRONG 
IN PHILLY AT $2 


That poetry's bad, but s0 was 
business. 


‘Although figures tumbled, nobody | Otherwise Town Satisfied Last! 


paid much attention because it was 
simply tradition. 

‘Three or four spots held up sur- 
prisingly well; “Love” stayed well 
above capacity at the Embassy, 
Gilda Gray gave the Rivoli $30,900, 
Menjou eased the Paramount above Expected pre-holiday slump was 
$65,000 and “The Jazz Singer” only |staved off successfully until last 
gave way $1,300 beneath the pre-| week when most of the houses 
vious week. tumbled in grosses pretty decidedly. 

Beery and Hatton felt the pre- “Wings,” at the Aldine, was by 
Christmas sock about as much as|far the most successful of the films 
anyone, the gross at the Rialto|that dared this traditional period, 
tumbling $10,600, to $20,700. “Love-j|and its gross was between $16,000 
lorn” let the Capitol down about/and $17,000, remarkable for the cir- 
$14,000, the Roxy couldn’t better| cumstances. “Wings” looks like the 
$87,000 again and the Strand was/| best bet this house has had since 
just above $20,000 with ‘“Man/ “The Big Parade.” 

Crazy.” The Stanley had Richard Dix in 

“Student Prince” ended a 13 week | “The Gay Defender,” Dix is popu- 
stay to $8,500 with “The Enemy” | lar here, but thé picture wasn’t so 
opening at the Astor last night| well liked. Gross $25,000 or a little 
(Tuesday). “Wings” suffered its | less. 
worst gross by far to date at $14,- Fox got around $22,000 with a re- 
800, while “Uncle Tom” battled to| issue of “St. Elmo” and a surround- 
beyond $5,000. “Helen of Troy” en-|ing stage bill. Also excellent, con- 
ticed $11,000 to the Globe and will| sidering. 
leave when First National's lease For this Christmas week the 
expires the night of January 1.|downtown houses have some fairly 
Picture resumes the following Sat-j| strong attractions, but a number 
urday at the Paramount. evidently figure they can drag ’em 

“Chicago” made no attempt to get|in with nearly anything. Stanley 
anything Friday and Saturday, the| has Clara Bow in “Get Your Man,” 
house being given away for those/|and on the bill are the Catherine 
performances. Sunday matinee was | Littlefield Ballet, held over. 
light but the second performance Estimates for Last Week 
that day jumped to capacity where Stanley (4,000; 35-50-75)—‘“Gay 
it has remained since. “Gaucho” | Defender” (Par.), Richard Dix pic- 
was off to $12,000 at the Liberty|ture panned by critics, but drew 
and “Sunrise” continued to twiddle|sSome business on name of star. 
its thumbs at the Times Square. Little under $25,000 reported. 

U's air picture, “The Lone Eagle” Aldine (1,500; $2)—‘‘Wings” (Par., 
may have gotten $10,000 at the Col- | 4th week)—-Looks best bet of all this 
ony and “Grandma’s Boy” plus | season's films. Only off about $1,500 
“Sunlight” turned over $3,500 to the | last week with between $16,000 and 
small Cameo. The comedy is hold- | $17,000 claimed. Should stay another 
ing over. two months at least. 

Estimates for Last Week Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—“The 

Astor—“Student Prince” (M.-G.) | Garden of Allah” (M-G, first week) 
(1,120; $1-$2). Left Sunday night| Rex Ingram _ feature, generally 
to make way for “The Enemy” (M.- | panned, with business mediocre at 
G:), which entranced Tuesday; | $19,000. Figured t6 pick up to go 
“Prince's” final week was $8,500. through the holidays. 

Cameo—“Grandma’s Boy” (A. E.) Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.65)—“The 
and “Sunlight” (549; 60-75). Small| Jazz Singer’ (Warner, 7th week), 
house felt seasonal decline, but| Jolson picture hurt at matinees 
holding over Lioyd comedy; last which have been one of best bets 
week, $3,500. up to now. Little under $12,000 

Capitol—‘‘Lovelorn (M.-G.) (4,620; | claimed. May recover for another 
85-50-75-$1.10). House dropped $14,- | month yet, although Fox people are 
000 from previous week; reported reported anxious to get house back 
first Loew-Publix stage show due/|!or their own “Sunrise.” . 
here Jan. 7; $51,900. Fox (2,000; 99)—“St. Elmo” (Fox) 

Centrai— Uncle Tom’s Cabin” (U.) | cold John Gilbert film revived with 


Week With Grosses in Main, 
Period Considered 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 








Splitting Nagel’s Time 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Through an arrangement made 


(U. A.) 


(922; $1-$2) (8th week). Got through | fairly good success. Around $22,000. 
tough week at a little more than] Arcadia (800; 50)—“The Desired 
$5,000. hear as — just fair at 
Colony—“The Lone Eagle” (U.) | 2#00UE 99,000. ia 

(1,980; 25-50-75). Aviation picture Karliton (1,100; 50)—“Silk Stock- 
couldn't pick up house; $10,000. ings” (U) even weaker at $2,590. 
Criterion — “Wings” (Par.) (973; a 

$1-$2) (20th week). Air film dipped N y Hi Did 20 000 
‘way off from normal pace; first > Ps Ip ; 

time under $15,500; fell to $14,800, ’ “ care “-? 
but came back with rush Sunday; Last W k with Night Life 
got $12,100 in Brooklyn at Shubert- 

Teller; Criterion giving midnight An exceptional week's gross was 
performances New Year's Eve and| registered last week at Keith's Hip- 
night. podrome, New York, when around 
Embassy — “Love” (M.-G.) (596; | $20,000 was totaled. 

$1-$1.65) (5th week). Conditions The house was watched for busi- 
didn’t bother this one; substantially | ness in the week before 

Over capacity at $10,850. through the Tiffany-Stahl feature, 
Gaiety—“Chicago” (Pathe) (808; |“Night Life,” having its initial 
$1-$2) (1st week). Opened Friday | Broadway showing there. 

night and gave house away until The Hip but slightly dropped be- 
Sunday; capacity Sunday night and | low its average for the week. The 
ever since. T-S picture got the credit for the 
Globe—“Helen of Troy” (F. N.)| draw, despite the Hip’s stage held a 
(1,416; $1-$2) (3d week). Closes] freak electrical attraction, Bernays 
Jan. 1 to resume at Paramount! Johnson. 

Week of 7th; holding up pretty well 

at $11,000. 

Liberty — “The Gaucho” 

1,234; $1-$2) (6th week). Slump 

elt here, too; around $12,000. 

Paramount — “Serenade” (Par.)|petween Warner Brothers and 
(3,400; 35-50-75-90). Menjou pic-| wetro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Conrad Na- 
= gt egg eng 305200. during | 501, under contract to M-G-M, will 

Rialto——“ ‘Now We're in the Air” divide his time for the coming 


(Par.) (1,960; 35-50-75-90) (3d year equally between both studios. 
Week). Comedy took around a 
$10,000 fall; got $20,700. 

Rivoli—“The Devil Dancer” (U 
A.) (2,200; 35-50-75- -90) (2d week). 
First week for Gilda Gray in film 
€nd on stage satisfactory at $30,900 
Gespite Xmas shopping. 





Cleve Moore in Sister’s Film 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Cleve Moore, brother of Colleen 
Moore, has been selected to play a 
prominent role in “Lilac Time,” 

Roxy—"Girl from Chicago” (w.| Colleen’s next for First National. 
B.) (6,205; 50-$1.65). Couldn't get Others in the cast are Gary Coop- 
above previous low week of $87,900; |er, Jack Stone, Eugenie Besserer 
Saturday considered off at $16,000, and Richard Jarvis. George Fitz- 
but Sunday up to $24, 000. maurice will direct. 

Strand—‘ Man Crazy” @®. N.) 

2,900; 35-50-60-75). Becalmed by|holding on for holiday trade; sur- 
Xmas shopping at something over/|prisingly low since epening 
$20,000. Warners’ — “Jazz Singer” and 

Times Square—“Sunrise” and| Vitaphone (W. PB.) (1,300; $1-$2) 

ovietone (Fox) (1,080; $1-$1.6€5) {| (12th week). 
i4th week). Can blow any time |for $1,300 to $18,700; 
Without causing surprise; probably | of it back. 





will get most 





Xmas | 


Bad Week but Good B. O. 





{ Love. os 


EXPECTED IN BAD WK. 


Seattle, Dec. 27 
Op., 450,000) 
Wasn so bad In fact, all man 
agers td biz held better tl 
expected Mats were decidedly off 


ut night shows held fairly strong 

Fifth avenue seemed to be the 
eader with capacity nightly for the 
first three days. Nora Bayes drew 
as she was well advertised, but 
Be *be Daniels is always a nifty and 

“She's a Sheik” did okay. 

“Garden of Allah” was a magnet | 
at United Artists and did fair biz. 
Blue Mouse had “Reno Divorce” but 
it didn’t separate many from their! 
money. Columbia stepped out with | 
added musical attraction in Vic 
Meyers~ band, record artists and 
regs at the Butler night club. But! 
intake nothing to brag about, due 
to natural off-week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Fifth Avenue (W. C.) (2,700; 25- 
60)—"She's A Sheik” (Par.). Nora 
Bayes, Hermie King and F. & M. 
revue. Good week all things con- 
sidered. $17,800. 
United Artists 


(U. A.-W. C.) 
2,100; 25-60)—“Garden of Allah” 
(M-G). Not bad and well adver- 
tised; proved pleaser. $7,900. 
Columbia (U) (1,000; 25-50)— 
“Mme. Pompadour”’” (Par.), Cos- 
tume subject well liked; Vic Meyers 
band for week. $5,200. 

Liberty (W. C.) (1,500; 256-40)— 
“The 13th Hour’ (M-G). $2,900. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 


50)—“A Reno Divorce” and Vita 
(W. B.). Also third week of Movie- 
ton; just fair. $5,700. 

Pantages (1,500; 25-60)—"“‘St. 
Elmo” (Fox). Off at this house at 
$5,000. 

Orpheum (2,700; 25-75)—‘Dis- 
cord.” Ethel Clayton and Ian 
Keith in person headlined show: 


not so good with $11,500. 

President (Duffy) (1,350; 25-$1)— 
“The Easy Mark” (Duffy Players). 
Local stock goes over nicely; cast 
makes show; Sunday opening close 
to record, but $4,000 on week, low 
of season. 


Bow and Peabody Got 
$7,200 at B’way, Tacoma 


Tacoma, Dec. 27. 
(Drawing Pop., 125,000) 
Eddie Peabody's third week open- 
ed strong and the draw wasn't 
hurt by Clara Bow in the feature. 
No need. mentioning the picture's 
title, for that didn’t matter. It was 
Clara herself, and that made it. 
Blue Mouse opened with Movie- 
tone last week and that helped. Cal 
Coolidge was shown boosting 
Charley Lindbergh. At the Rialto 
Jimmie Maisell, side-kick of Pea- 
body, is going it alone in banjo 
numbers. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Broadway (W. C.) (1,600; 25-590) 
—“‘Get Your Man” (Par.). Peabody, 
Fanchon & Marco and Clara Bow 
conspired to give great show value; 
good at $7,200. 
Pantages (1,600; 
Elmo” (Fox). With good vaude 
and impressive picture did average 
considering Christmas week. $5,000. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
50)—““One Round Hogan” and Vita 





ee Also introduction of 
Movietone to Tacomans; clicked at 
$3,600. 

Rialto (W. C.) (1,200; 25-40)— 


“Motherhood” (state rights). Es- 
pecially good for time of year; pic- 
ture liked. $2,800. 

Colgnial (W. €.) (800; 25)—‘‘Too 
Many Crooks” (Par.) and “Sunset 
Derby” (F. N.). Double show but 
biz went the wrong way; ‘way off 
at $1,500. 





New Orleans Surprises; 


New Orleans, Dec. 27. 

Downtown theatres did surpris- 
ingly well last week, considering it | 
the dire days before Christmas. The 
suburbans were hard hit, however, | 
and suffered their worst business in | 
years. The outlying managers gave 
away toys on certain nights, while 
others donated turkeys to the lucky 
holder. 

Loew's State and the Saenger wen! 
slightly above $13,000, with Loew's 
State having a slight edge. 

The new Publix policy at the 
Saenger has improved the trend no- 
ticeably. Strand has a stormy ses- 
sion with “The 13th Juror,” regis- 
tering poorly. In the same boat was 
the Liberty that played to ghastly | 
houses. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Saenger (3,568; 65).—“The Gor- 
rila.” Generally liked. $13,200. 

Loew’s State (3,215; 60).—“Gay | 
Defender.” With ordin: iry vaude did} 

tliant service at $13,400. | 

Strand (2,200; 50).—‘“The 13th 
Juror.” But $3,100. 2-| 

| 
ba 





Liberty (1,800; 50)—‘One Wom- 
an to Another.” Not strong enou:z 
$2,100 

Palace (2,300; 40)—‘The Kid 
Sister.” Very light. $3,800, 

Orpheum (2,400; 176).“My Friend | 
from India.” With good stage show, 


Went back - heels | $7,200. 


Tudor (800; 
Lacky to get $1,100, 


25-50)—"“‘St. | 





| holiday story. 


#).—“South Bea 


VARIETY T 








ALL DOWNTOWN TORONTO GOT 


UNDER $40,000 GROSS LAST WEEK 


ist All-Canadian Made Dove Right Into Red at $1.50 


Top—*‘Gaucho” 


Opened Well at Regent at $1 


Top—$9,600, Loew’s Top for Week 





WHITEMAN HOLDS UP 
IN BALTO. AT $26,000 


Overcomes Pre-Xmas Slump— | 
Sent in “Old Kentucky” 
With Him Besides 


Baltimore, Dec. 27 

Felice Lula leaves the big orches- 
tra pit of the new Stanley and re- 
turns to the Rivoli Jan. 1. He was 
at the Rivoli for seven years. 

When the new Stanley-Crandal! 
house was under construction Rob- 
ert Iula, brother of Felice, was given 
a contract as orchestra conductor. 
A month or so later the new house 
discevered that Felice could be 
coaxed away from his old stand 
and when the big house opened he 
was at the conductor’s desk. Rob- 
ert had the contract and they al- 
ternated with the baton. 

It is understood that the overhead 
at the new Stanley is something to 
worry about and the retirement of 
Felice lula ag joint conductor is no 
great surprise His return to the 
Rivoli once more focuses attention 
on that theatre. 

The Loew-U. A. Century got the 
best b. o. break in a general off 
week. Paul Whiteman and band 
turned the trick. It was an ex- 
pensive gamble but the gross ap 
parently justified the risk. 

Business was way off with pic- 
tures and season to blame. “My 
Best Girl” for its second week at 
the Valencia flopped badly, and 
“Women’s Wares” at the New failed 
to impress but was saved from 
disaster by a department store tie- 
up by Harry Van Hoven. Business 
was down at the new Stanley with 
“French Dressing” on the screen 
and “Hand Made” at the Rivoli 
failed to break the pre-holiday hoo- 
doo 








Estimates for Last Week 

Century — (Loew-United Artists) 
“In Old Kentucky,” (2,500; 25-60). 
Paul Whiteman and band attrac- 
tion lasi week. Great gamble but 
successfully overcame pre-holiday 
slump and house got gross propor- 
tionally greater than it would have 
gotten without the extra card 
Nights were big. Matinees not ac- 
tually capacity but very satisfac- 
tory. The gamble demonstrated 


conclusively that a real attraction | 


can successfully overcome adverse 
conditions and turn in a satisfactory 


account at the b. 0. About $26,000. 
Stanley — (Stanley - Crandall), 
“French Dressing,” (3,500; 25-60). 


Started week badly. 
mid-week but 
greatly 


Came up after 


affected matinees and held 


down night intake. $16,500. 
Valencia — (Loew-U. A.), “My 

Best Girl,” -(1,300; 25-60). Off bad 

ly. Picture ngt strong enough to 


buck the shopping competition, al 
though the best of recent Pickford 
films Essentially woman's picture 
and with Xmas rush on matinees 
way off 
busine 
U00, 
Rivoli—( Wilson Amusement Co.), 


for second week about $4,- 


‘Home Made,” (2,000; 25-60). Usual 
pre-holiday slump with matinees 
greatly affected 

New — (Whitehursts), “Women’s | 
Wares,’ (1,800; 25-50). Picture 
failed to impress Van Hoven, 
house exploiter, hooked up fashion 
revue catching women shoppers 
and rang up a remarkable intake 
for before-Christmas week $7,000. 

Parkway—(Loew-U. A.), “13th 
Hour,” (1,000; 15-35) Business 
way off. Unusual for this house 


Picture failed to overcome oppo- 
sition 

Little—(M. P. Gulld), “Stark 
Love,” (250; 35-50). Excellent sec- 
ond week in spite of pre-holiday 
season. House no doubt benefited 
by indirect endorsement of H. L 
Mencken and looks set with the 
patronage of the intelligentsia 
eemingly assured, About $2,000. 

Met—( Warne re). “Sailor’s Sweet- 
heart,” (1,200; 15-50) Usual pre 
_ Around $4,000 


NOW NANCY DREXEL—NEW 


Los Angeles, De 27 
Alter pulsing Dorothy Kitchen 
ur nee contract for five years, Fox 
to change her name to 
icy oe >xel, 
si ¢ has been assigned the second 


of the feminine leadg in F 
nau’s new Fox production, “The 
Four Devils,” in which Janet Gay- 


> the first lead. 


W. Mur- 


nor has 


+ 


pre-holiday slump | 


Not two-week picture and | 


Toronto. Dec. 27 
} Business will be better in 
It couldn't be worse 
Nothing much was expected last 
| week and there was nothing to rave 


Toronto 


about In the way of pictures, but 


when the whole town goes under 


$10,000 there is cause for s0me 
,} alarm, despite the period 

The German film, “The Last 

Waltz,” played to fair biz at the 


Uptown, knocking $8,200, 
which is okeh, all things considered. 
The first all-Canadian feature 
length release, “Policing the Plains,” 
opened with a dive into the red at 
the Royal Alexandra. Business was 
off at the Roxy this week, but here 
is a whole town with a drawing 
population of 700.000 going under 
$40,900 for all first string and legit 
houses combined 

United Artists made its debut as 


down 








direct Canadian exhibitors with 
“The Gaucho" at the Regent Satur- 
day, getting about $1,700, which 


means capacity for that house at $1 
top. House is under rental from 
F. P. and will see at least three 
U. A. pictures. 

The dailies gave all the help they 
| could to the Canadian effort at the 
Royal but everything was against 
it The house has only held two 
pictures before, is out of the way 
and should have been dark. There 
was more paper than cash in the 
house all the time and receipts did 
not meet the rent, but Arthur Kean, 
who directed the picture, will con- 
tinue to exhibit it himself since the 
regular releasing agencies refuse, 
An ambitious prggram of British 
pictures is lined up at some of the 
lr’. P. houses for 1928, starting with 
“The Battle of the Malkland 
Islands” at the Tivoli. Tom Daley 
will arrange the entire Canadian 
publicity for this one as he has 
done for other British efforts re- 
leased through Regal. 

tiockey games are thought to be 
cutting into business and from now 
on weather will be undependable 

Censors are astill hanging up 
“Man, Woman and Sin” while ten- 
tative haggling is going on con- 
cerning “Helen of Troy” and “For- 
bidden Woman.” 

The first of the 
series made by the ¢ 
booked extensively th roughout the 
world through the Paramount of 
| fices comes into the Uptown this 
| week Loew has previously booked 
he World We Live In" (Fox). 





“Seeing, Canada” 
iovernment and 


Estimates for Last Week 
| Loew’s—''Tea for Three’ (M-G 
| M) (2,600; 30-60). Best in town at 
$9,600, which means a profit but not 
} much Weather no help 


| Hip (F. P.)—‘The Spotlight” 


| (Par.) (2,300; 30-60). Weak pic 
j ture, better stage show. Liz fair 
| in view of skids elsewhere. About 
| $9,000. 


Pantages (IF. F.)—"The Fortune 


|; Hunter” (Warner) (3,100; 36-60), 
| Those who saw this one liked it. 
Not many saw it. About $8,800. At 
that Jump on previous week. Awful. 


| Uptown (F. P.)—"The Last 
| Waltz” (Ufa) (2,965; 30-60) With 
| practically nothing in way of stage 
=" held to over $8,000. Fair. 

| 


Tivoli (i. PB.) Hlonot First” 


(Fox) (1,400; 25-50) Never got 
going. Town fed up on re-issue, 
John Gilbert or no Jolin Between 
$3,000 and $4,000 Not so good. 
Royal Alexandra (ented from 
Shuberts) ‘Policing the Plains.” 
| First all-Canadian picture swung 
|} in here at $1.50 top and reeled off 
| to empty seats and paper. Not al- 
| together fault of picture, which is 
too long. Under $2,500 Nelighbor- 


hood all off. 


FAIR IN ST. LOUIS 


Estimates io “sa Sea 








Ambassador (Skouras) (3 
| 65) Serenade } ie@a a vest 
| Menjou has mad nce “Se ice for 
Ladies.” $24,5 
| Loew’s State 
|“In Old Kentu f j t an 
|other racetre 1" id, 
ise old | i is 
irefire $) 
Missouri (+ 3) (3,800; 35- 
} oo) “Barbe Wire, latest Pola 
| Negri picture called well worth 
eeing $ 
Capitol (Sk ! } The Naked 
Truth,” pre hme! filr played for 
ner nly luring fourth week at 
his downtown house next week 
; sag on! i i 





| 
| 
| 
| 
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8 VARIETY 


PATHE UNDER 20; 





PAR. AND FOX POINTED HIGHER 


“Keith Stocks” Under Pressure in Mixed Trading | 
Before Christmas—Post-Holiday Opening Un- 
changed—Warner in Break to New Bottom 





PICTURES 


—_ 


Wednesday, December 28, 1927 








ORPHEUM OFF: 








Yesterday's prices for the amuse- 
ment shares about repeated Satur- 
day’s closing excepting that Pathe 
continued to show the weakness that 
had characterized it all last week. | 
Around 1 o’clock Pathe was quoted | 
at 1914, compared to its old bottom 
ef 20. Apparently the ticker is en- 
gaged in an endeavor to discount 
the passing of the next dividend. 
The Pathe bonds, which repeated 
the previous low of 80, tended to 
confirm the same forecast. 

The decline in Pathe, more or less 
a close associate of the Keith-Albee 
interests, called attention to Or- 
pheum, which last week got within 
a fraction of its low for 1927, sold 
at 24%, compared to the former low 
of 24%. The significance of this 
particular price movement, of 
course, is that it reflects trading 
views of possibilities in the new 
Keith merger, in which new stock 
will be given for Orpheum share 
for share, with new outside offer- 
ings of stock at 25 a share, from 
reports. 

Warner’s Nose Dive 

Warner Bros. followed the ten- 
dency of these two issues, likewise 
making a new low for several years 
at 18%, compared to the former bot- 
tom of 20. There was an outside 
chance, however, that this dip was 
a market operation, the well known 
clique in Warner making the stock 
look sick to coax in a short interest 
for a turn. Warner had recovered 
somewhat before the holiday gap 
in trading, and yesterday was run 
up briskly to better than 24. War- 
ner’s gyrations are not taken seri- 
ously any more. The stock has got- 
ten to be the plaything of a group 
manipulating it for its own pur- 
poses. Stories alternately empha- 
vize tha company’s supposed un- 
favorable position with the banks 
when a drop is in view, and then 
gossip deals with something about 
an impending income statement that 
will make the business take on a 
More hopeful complexion. There 
was some buying of Warners a 
couple of months ago when tales of 

a highly satisfactory statement of 
Vitagraph earnings were circulated. 
Nothing came of it. 

Fox and Par. Hold Gains 

The sorry showing of these three 

issues about covereg the unfavor- 


cisposition to take on the new stock 


the advance.of old. 


acquaintance with Paramount now 


to the new common which expired 
with the close of business yester- 
day, made an altogether satisfac- 
tory showing. Last prices of 2% 
were close to the best, exhibiting 
in advance from 1 and indicating a 


without | setting up an obstacle to 


This is a reversal of the move- 
ment when the old preferred was 
offered. Rights then started at 
better than 12 and ended below 1. 
Ticker students of long and cynical 


like its prospects for further advance 
to at least the 120’s. Its behavior in 
last week’s drive for higher levels 
had a substantia] look about it. The 
prompt way in which a runaway 
advance was checked and an orderly 
retreat conducted was interpreted 
as indicating a long, slow campaign 
ahead. Ordinarily, if the move had 
been inspired for distribution, the 
high price and heavy turnover 
would have continued for at least 
three days. The fact that it was 
quickly staged and then relaxed is 
taken as an indication that the 
clique in control has plans running 
into the distant future. 


Fox Estimated*at $7 

The game of guessing at rates of 
profit is going on all over the list. 
Coincident with the advance of Fox 
from the low 60's to last week’s new 
top for all time of 85%, it was fig- 
ured that the concern would show 
about $7 a share for this year, 
while prospects for increased earn- 
ings for 1928 were brilliant, based 
on the company’s greatly expanded 
operations and the possibilities in 
its Movietone device, the value of 
which is already being demon- 
strated in new business. 


Third quarter profits for Fox were 
$902,166, or $1.80 a share on “A” and 
“B” stock, the best quarter in the 
company’s history. Fox also has 
more than made up its dividend 
from nine months’ operation, the 
figures being $2,273,455 net after 
taxes, or $4.54 a share for stock 
paying $4. 

Stanley Co. of America furnished 
a statement a few days ago that 
its 1927 profits would more than 














The eplendor, the brilliance of the 
social world are refiected in the 
aristocracy of fashionable WHITE- 
HALL, at Palm Beach. 

The vogue of Shepheards’ at 
Cairo, the Casinos at Cannes and 
Monte Carlo has reached American 
shores because of Whitehall. 

A Meyer Davis Orchestra con- 
tributes to WHITEHALL’S sump- 
tuoug entertainment. 








MIDLAND’S BEST BILL 


K. C. Managers Fought Against Bad 
Week—But Grosses Low 








Kansas City, Dec. 27. 

A Kansas City manager never 
gives up. Managers stuck on the 
job and went after business the 
same as though they had a chance 
to get it last week. 

Midland tied up with the Board 
of Education and offered an inter- 
esting local, “A Day in Central 
High.” It gave the house one of the 
best Saturdays and Sundays it has 
had for several weeks, and there is} 
no question but what the local 
added materially to the gross, 
The Royal will close Saturday. It 
was Kansas City’s first de luxe the- 
atre, built 14 years ago by Frank L. 
Newman at a cost of $75,000, and 
at that time was the latest thing 
in picture houses. A couple of 
years ago it passed to Publix con- 
trol, and a few weeks ago to the 
Loew management. When the Loew 
interests took it over for operation 
with the Newman theatre from 
Publix, the house was made popu- 
lar priced, but the patronage fell 
off, and as the theatre was com- 
pelled to use an orchestra on ac- 
count of contracts made before the 
transfer, it could not make the 
grade, It’s taps for what has been 
the greatest money maker in town. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Midland (Loew)—'‘Gay Defender” 
(4,000; 25-35-60). This Richard Dix 
thriller, coupled with “A Day at 
Central High,” local directed by 
Charlie Winston, with the co-op- 
eration of the school officials, and 
“Dancing Around,” fastest stage 
show seen in the house, proved best 





cover dividend requirements of $4 
a share, the statement also calling 





able developments in the list. Else- 
where conditions were good. Para- 
mount had climbed last week to a 
new high for the year at 115% on 
one day of large turnover amount- 
ing to upwards of 30,000 shares. It 
gave way from that level as was 
to be expected, but yesterday was 
hoiding between 113 and 114. Rights 


Summary for week ending Dec. 23: 


attention to the fact that interests 
had expanded greatly and increased 
revenues were now in prospect from 
its larger scope. 

Shubert has lapsed back to its old 
trading level just above 67, with 
transactions in much smaller vol- 
ume. Apparently that operation 
has run its course, 











STOCK EXCHANGE 


sain Net (1,920; 26-35-60). First importa- 
High. Low. Salen Iasue and rate. High. Low. Last. Chg. | tion here for some time and fine 
51 38% 1,100 American Seating (4)...... a 30% 40% + % | production, but never had chance, 
75% 126% 4,100 Eastman Kodak (8)....0.seeeese ye ta _— re as it was switched in with but a 
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Carewe’s Financing to 
Dodge 3d Party Profit 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Edwin Carewe is said to be seek- 
ing new capital to finance his share 
of the two pictures scheduled to be 
released through United Artists, 
starring Dolores Del Rio the com- 
ing year. 

Carewe's contract with Inspira- 
tion, which financed him in “Resur- 
rection” and “Ramona” for U. A., 
expires with the completion of “Ra- 
mona” now in editing. 

In the event Carewe can finance 
with U. A., furnishing its 50 per 
cent. of the negative costs, a third 
party's profit will be eliminated. 


St. Clair and “Actress” 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Metro-Goldwyn has borrowed 
Mal St. 
direct Norma Shearer in “The Ac- 
tress,” substitute title for “Trelaw- 
ney of the Wells.” Sidney Franklin 
was originally selected to meg- 
aphone. 





Kelly’s Contract Not Renewed 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Columbia will not take up its op- 
tion on Albert E. Kelly, director, 
who made “Stage Kisses” for that 
company, 

Kelly's contract for “Stage Kiss- 
es” had a continuing clause which 
was not exercised. 





Clair from Paramount to 


all-around entertainment offered 
since house opened a few weeks 
ago... $20,000. 

Mainstreet (Orpheum )—“That’s 


My Daddy” (3,200; 25-50). Lots of 
laughs in this Denny comedy and 
Icts of action in the stage show. 
$9,000. ‘ 

Pantages—“High School Days” 
(2,200; 25-30-50). Screen feature 
had no relation to the local school 
‘picture at Midland, but was light 
and frothy. $5,100. 

Newman (Loew)—‘Last Waltz” 





Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Charles R, Rogers is in New 
York seeking to negotiate a con- 
tract with First National for the 
release of 10 program features and 
two specials. 

Six of the programs will feature 
Ken Maynard, the remaining four 
to be adapted from the Townsend 
Burtis novels of American youth. 

Stories for the specials have not 
yet been decided upon. 





VENTURINI AS ADVISOR 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Dan Venturini, director of many 
independent short subjects made 
in the east, has been taken by Uni- 
versal to act in an advisory ca- 
pacity for directorial treatment on 
finished scenarios, ready to go into 
production, 





Shadi Aleonaed 
Over Vaude Acts 





Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Producers of two reel come- 
dies are becoming alarmed 
over the decreased demand 
for their product, blaming the 
present method of acts and 
presentations for erowding 
their product off of the pro- 
gram. 

Some have gone so far as to 
send personal letters to all 
exhibitors explaining that it is 
cheaper to run a short comedy 
than substituting a vaude. 


me 
BUFFALO’S ROCK BOTTOM 


Except Hipp at $13,000, Beat Previous 
Week’s Gross 

















Buffalo, Dec. 27. 
General pre-Christmas theatre in- 
difference brought local picture 
grosses to rock-bottom. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Buffalo (Publix), 3,600; 30-40-65) 
—“Gay Defender” (Par.), “Annual 
Revue.” Business down and plenty, 
but bettered last year’s figure for 
same week $2,000; under $18,000. 
Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 50)—‘Fig- 
ures Don't Lie” (Par.) and vaude. 
Sole house in town to hold its own. 
Beat last week's gross by a few 
dollars; $13,000. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 35-50) 


—‘“Wreck of Hesptrus” (Pathe), 
Movietone and vaude. Estimated 
$12,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,400; 35-50)— 
“Tea for Three’ (M-G-M) and 
vaude; $9,000. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 35-50)— 


“Judgment of the Hills” (F. B. O.) 
and vaude. Phil Spitalny - still 
heading show. No change. $10,000. 


Lloyd Hamilton’s Deal 


Los Angeles, Dec, 27. 

Lloyd Hamilton finished his con- 
tract with Educational upon com- 
pletion of the last of eight two-reel 
comedies released this year. Ham- 
ilton’s contract with Educational 
covered 40 weeks salary. He will 
free lance for features until ready 
to negotiate a new deal with Edu- 
cational in April for next season’s 
comedies. 

The comedian has been making 
Educational comedies for the past 
eight years. He is the oldest star- 
ring comedian with the organiza- 
tion in point of service. Two years 
ago his contract was placed on a 
yearly basis instead of optional pe- 
riods over three years, 








Tiffany’s Programs 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

With six pictures planned for pro- 
duction in both January and Feb- 
ruary, John M. Stahl, director-gen- 
eral of Tiffany-Stahl will practically 
complete the 1927-28 program of 
releases. 

It is expected the 1928-29 schedule 
will be started about April 1. 





German Flier Advising 


Los Angeles, Dec, 27. 
Joachim‘ Rehorst, former German 
aviator with Baron von Richthofen’s 
flying circus, is acting as technical 
advisor on “Hell’s Angels,’ which 
Iuther Reed is directing for Caddo 
Productions. 





ANOTHER PRISON FILM 

Another prison story is headed for 
the screen by de Mille. “Behind 
Prison Bars” will have the Flor- 
ence, Ariz., prison as its locale, di- 
rected by Ray Taylor. 

It’s a Fred McConnell produc- 
tion with Mary Mabery and Robert 
Ellis among the principals. 





“Roulette” for Barthelmess 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

When Richard Barthelmess com- 
pletes baking the “Little Shepherd 
of Kingdom C me” for First Na- 
tional he will immediately go to 
work on his next story, to be 
adapted for the screen from the 

Fannie Hurst story ‘Roulette.” 





Marjorie Bonner in Lead 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Marjorie Bonner was assigned to 


in “The Trail of Courage” for 
F.B.O., after it yas discovered 
Dorothy Kitchen could not be bor- 
rowed from Fox for the role. 





Dix in Original 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Richard Dix’s next for Para- 
mount is “The Romance of a 
Cynic,” an original by Nunnelly 
Johnson. 





play the lead opposite Bob Steele |’ 


HIGH COST FILMS 
DISPLEASING SCHENCK 


Corrinne Griffith and John 
Barrymore’s 2 Pictures 
Way Over Budget 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Joseph M. Schenck is perturbed 
over the production cost of Corinne 
Griffith’s picture, “The Garden of 
Eden,” and John Barrymore’s “The 
Tempest,” now in production. 

The Griffith picture was budgeted 
for $450,000 and when completed, 
reached $700,000. 

The Barrymore picture should 
have gone through for $850,000, but 
with various changes of directors 
and people, the cost will be about 
$1,200,000. 

On the other hand, Schenck is 
said to feel that D. W. Griffith, who 
jvst completed “Drums of Love,” is 
making pictures which measure up 
at the box office and from a selling 
standpoint in a profitable way. The 
D,. W. picture cost around $350,000, 
and is expected to show a handsome 
profit, while the productions of the 
other two are said to be too heavy 
to he able to show anything like a 
fair margin of profit. 





Theatre Break on 


‘Sunday’s’ Subcommittee 


Washington, Dec. 27, 
Theatrical interests are supposed 
to have received a break through the 
reorganization of the House of Rep- 
resentatives sub-committee that will 
consider the Lankford Sunday cen- 
sorship bill. 

Houston of Delaware and Hammer 
of North Carolina, both supporters 
of the bill, are not on the new sub- 
committee, Lampert of Wisconsin, 
known liberal, and William P, Cole, 
Maryland, Democrat, have replaced 
them, 

Blanton of Texas and Gilbert of 
Kentucky, advocates of the blue 
law measure, are considered in a 
strategically weak situation as @ 
result of the replacements. 

Clarence J. McLeod of Michigan 
is again chairman of the sub-com- 
mittee, with Frank R. Reid of Illi- 
nois also continuing as a member, 





Same Sets for Travesty 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Charles Murray’s picture for First 
National will be “It’s All Greek to 
Me,” an original by Howard Green, 

The story is a burlesque on 
“Helen of Troy” and the sets used 
in making the latter production will 
be utilized for the comedy, saving 
thousands of dollars in production 
cost. 

Louise Fazenda will be featured, 
with Joe Bonomo only other mem- 
ber of cast signed. Eddie Cline will 
direct. 





“Circus” at Chinese 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27, 

Charlie Chaplin’s “The Circus” 
will probably be the next picture 
at Grauman’s Chinese following 
“The Gaucho,” which will close on 
Jan, 21. 

It was intended that “Trail of 
98," M-G-M, be the next. It will 
not be ready for release until around 
March 1. 

The Chaplin picture will go into 
the house for about a ten-week run, 
with “Trail” to follow. 





“FOLLIES” GIRLS’ STORY 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Charles Logue, who recently left 
Universal’s scenario department, is 
now working on the story of “The 
Heart of the Follies Girl.” Sam 
Rourke is supervising for First Na- 
tional, John Francis Dillon, direct- 
ing. , 





HOFFMAN ON WEST COAST 

M. H. Hoffman, of Tiffany-Stahl}, 
is on the Coast, accompanied by 
Abraham Schomer, playwright. 

Schomer will do some script work 
for the picture firm while west. 





“Yellow Lily” for Korda 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
First National purchased “Thé 
Yellow Lily,” an original by Lejo3 
Biro for Alexander Korda’s next 
production, 





U Renews for Veidt 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Universal renewed its option on 
the contract of Conrad Veidt for 





another four years, 
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HOLLYWOOD'S STRANGLEHOLD 


ON CANADA, 


SAY CANADIANS 





British Picture Producers Also Issue Charges of 


Discrimination—Facts 


in Refutation Don’t Sub- 


stantiate Squawkers’ Lament on U. S. + 





Toronto, Dec. 27. 

British and Canadian ‘film pro- 
ducers have struck a snag in the 
releasing and exhibition of - their 
film in Canada. They say the en- 
tire market is in a strangle-hold 
by Hollywood moguls and that no 
matter how good their product is, 
they can't get it: into a Canadian 
house. 

Arthur David Kean, former film 
director for the British Columbia 
and Manitoba governments and re- 
cent producer of “Policing the 
Plains,” is one of the loud squawk- 
ers. He declares regular releasing 
agencies here refused to see his pic- 
ture and that he could induce no 
regular film house to shew it, even 


gratis. He attempted to spot it in 
a legit house, but the HErlanger 
‘office was cold, he.said, and the 


Shuberts, after two months of dick- 
ering, at last promised him two 
weeks at the Royal Alexandra. This 
was later cut to one week—the 
week before Christmas. Famous 
Players, he adds, refused him trans- 
Canada bookings, and there is no 
one else capable of contracting for 
a booking across the Dominion. 

It is charged in other circles that 
F. P. is freezing out British films 
on instructions from New York. 
This, however, is known to be bunk. 
The best grosses of the year were 
hung up recently with “Nelson” and 
“The Somme,” two holdovers (Eng- 
lish) at the Tivoli, while Pantages 
ran to $15,000 with “Second to 
None” (English). Both of these 
are F. P. houses and have booked 
further British pictures. 

When phone conversation with 
England was established from To- 
ronto, N. L. Nathanson, F. P: chief, 
ordered other films by phone from 
London. He has also booked a 
series of all Canadian shorts, and it 
is expected “Carry On Sergeant,” 
now in production at Trenton by 
British International Films, will be 
spotted in F. P. houses, although 
this is not definite. 

At least five other Canadian films 
of feature length are now in pro- 
duction. If they can't be 
there will be loud wholesale mur- 
murs. 


De Sano Preferred Ufa 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

With a deal all set to direct for 
Paramount, Marcel De Sano inform- 
ed B. P. Schulberg, producing head, 
he was going to Germany to direct 
the Ufa and his proposition with 
Paramount was off. De. Sano left 
the next day for the east. 

De Sano was under contract to 
M-G-M for a year. Last summer 
his contract was assumed by Sam- 
uel Goldwyn. After carrying De 
Sano for a number of weeks, Gold- 
Wyn turned him back to M-G-M, 
Which failed to renew his option. 

A few months ago the directer 
Was slated to make a picture for 
Tiffany-Stahl, but the deal fell 
through with De Sano then discuss- 
ing a proposition with Schuiberg 
to join Paramount. After Schulberg 
had made room for De Sano in his 
Organization and the contracts pre- 
Pared for signature, the director 
Walked out. 











New England Pictures 
Providence, Dec. 27. 
Oid Colony Pictures, Ine:, has 
been organized in New Bedford and 
Will film its first picture in Provi- 
dence. 
On the staff of Old Colony are 





released | 








| K'Baby Molden | 





Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Because of a California law 
providing that infants under 
six months cannot be used for 
theatricals, Paramount had to 
wait two weeks before it could 
make: scenes with the twins 


necessary for “Abie’s Irish 
Rose.” 

The twins, Norvil and Nor- 
man Newhan, were selected 


but the company was delayed 
until the babies were one day 
over six months in order to 
satisfy the law. 
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PATHE’S EARLY PUSH 
WILL START OTHERS 
Reported April Selling Will 


Bust Up Routine of Distrib- 
utors—No Agreements 








Pathe’s reported proposal to start 
selling in April, if persisted in, will 
probably be met with similar plans 
by the other producers since most 
of the product for the present year 
has been completed and the period 
from January to April will see next 
season’s product lined up. 


Last year (1926) Paramount and 
First National held their annual 


sales conventions the first week of 
May, while Fox and Metro-Gold- 
wyn- Mayer held theirs a week later. 
This year (1927) Fox and Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer held their conven- 
tions during the first week of May 
and Paramount and First National 
held conventions the second week. 

An agreement entered into by all 
of the major producing companies, 
early this year, provided that the 
selling season shall start simulta- 
neously June 15. If any of the pro- 
ducers sell earlier the others will 
follow with the result of additional 
overhead running into hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 

The ideal time to start selling 
product, according to sales man- 
agers, would be in September. Dur- 
ing the summer business is off and 
there is an unnatural sales resist- 
ance that film salesmen would not 
have to combat if selling when 
house grosses are normal, 

By starting the selling campaigns 
later on in the year the exhibitors 
will be getting some of the better 
productions during the summer 
months to help business. 

It is understood that the pro- 
ducers aim to advance the starting 
of the sales season gradually, reach- 
ing the objective in the autumn. 





Bold Advs. for “Love” 

Minneapolis, Dec. 27. 
What would appear to be des- 
perate measures were resorted to 
by the Strand here in exploiting 
“Love,” current. Large display 
newspaper ads showed John Gilbert 
and Greta Garbo in four different 
passionate embraces. The captions 
were “rendezvous,” “the awaited 
moment,” “surrender” and “the first 
kiss.” Another ad had for its top 


line the words “Aflame With Fiery 
Romance.” 

It was the boldest and most dar- 
ng advertising that any picture 


i hin recent memory has had here. 


Ships” a couple of years ago in New | Evidently this method of exploita- 


men who were concerned in the 
making of “Down to the Sea in 
Bedford. John L. Pell, author of} 
this film, has written a series of | 


Stories with New England back- 
Sround 


berowae were lat 


tion helped the 
though the pic 
before 


box-office. Al- 
ture opened on the 
Chri <oenee the initial 


day 


BEAT LAST SEASON 


THIS DECEMBER 


'Single Exception Amongst 
Leading Independent 
Film Producers, Pathe— 
Its Economical Plan Did 





Not Work Out—FBO’s 
Increase $1,000,000— 
Columbia’s $1,200,000 


and Tiffany’s 20 Percent 





FOX IS HIGHEST 





Practically all of the independent 
exhibitors and independent chains 
are loaded up with pictures until 
November, 1928. 

With the »exception of specials 
and an occasional open play date, 
those film companies not attaining 
last year’s quota now have no 
chance of catching up on sales, It 
is admitted by sales managers that 
this was one of the most difficult 
seasons, for sales, in the history of 
the picture business, 

FBO Pictures’ sales on the sea- 
son will show approximately $1,000,- 
000 increase. Last season's sales 
mark was reached over six weeks 
ago. 

Pathe-P, D. C. has not sold $5,- 
000,000 worth of contracts so far. 
Over $5,000,000 was spent in pro- 
duction. Pathe had 86 pictures. Of 
this quantity, 62 two-reel westerns 
were made at an average cost of 
$15,000, totaling $780,000. There 
were 12 DeMille specials at $260,- 
000, totaling $3,120,000. Also, 12 
western specials at $125,000, total- 
ing $1,500,000—a grand total of $5,- 
400,000. 

Pathe, when merging with 
P. D, C., estimated a saving of §2,- 
000,000 a year in distribution in 
combining offices and releasing em- 
ployees. Pathe was bound by 
leases for exchanges. Contracts 
with the higher salaried sales and 
distribution executives resulted in 
no saving there. 

In letting the axe then fall on 
film salesmen Pathe lost out in 
country territories where the ex- 
hibitors were sold on personality 
and close acquaintanceship with 
the film vendor, When some of the 
field men were discharged accounts 
were lost. It is reported a consid- 
erable number of salesmen have 
since been re-engaged. 

Fox Biggest Indie 

Among the other indie film com- 
panies Fox is reported to have 
registered the largest increase in 
sales and accounts at the opening 
of the season, slackening up toward 
the finish, 

Columbia Pictures show a net 
sales increase in signed contracts 
of $1,200,000 over the previous sea- 
son. The Columbia exchange, in 
New York, has done over $600,000, 
as compared with approximately 
$250,000 for last season during the 
same period, 

Universal is practically un- 
changed, from accounts, 

Tiffany-Stah!l accounts show an 
increase of over 20 per cent. over 
fast season, 

Gotham is slightly higher. 

The smaller independent com- 
panies, such as Columbia and Tif- 
fany-Stahl, have shown an increase 
{in the number of piay dates in cir- 
cult houses, it is reported. 





LeBaron East, FBO Quiet 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

William LeBaron, production 
head of FBO, is leaving for New 
York on Jan. 1. 

During his absence production 
will be practically nil at the studio, 
as the company’s budget at this 
time on production has been prac- 
tically depleted. 

LeBaron will resume at the studio 
Feb. 1, when the balance of the 
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27-28 productions will be completed | studio after a brief illness. 


|} and work commenced en the 28-29) 


program, 
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CONTRACT ACTORS NOT SUBJECT 
TO STANDARD FORM CONTRACTS 





Free Lance Players Only Covered by Adopted Agree- 
ment—Contract Players Under Separate Agree- 
ments with Special Provisions 
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What's in a Name 
If on a Director? 





Los Angeles, Dec, 27. 

Leigh Jacobson, scenario 
writer at Universal, wanted to 
become a director. The studlo 
officials did not coincide with 
his views. He quit. 

Then he made a _ two-reel 
picture. It cost $1,000. He 
sold it on the state rights 
market. .He also changed his 
name when he began directing 
it. The new name was Leigh 
Jason, 

Carl Laemmle, head of Uni- 
versal, got a flash at a two- 
reeler. He took down the name 
of the directer and sent for 
him, The young man told him 
his tale and got a job back on 
the old lot doing just what he 
had wanted to do—direct, 


4 TO 6 PRODUCTIONS 
ALWAYS AT DE MILLE’S 


Phil Dunning’s “Show Folks” 
for Phyllis Haver—And 
Others Set for Feb. 














Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Planning to keep from four to six 
productions going throughout the 
year, the DeMille studios are now 
preparing “Show Folks,” by Phillip 
Dunning, as a starring picture for | 
Phyllis Haver. 

Paul Stein, recently back from 
Germany, is reading stories of Aus- 
trian background for Joseph Schild- 
kraut. If suitable material cannot 
be found, Stein will direct a mariner 
story with Schildhraut starring. 

James Cruze will do a 
story with Rod La Rocque. 
trice Joy, a north countiy story, 
Jacqueline Logan a sea story. 

These in addition to De Mille's 
“Godless Girl’ will all be in pro- 
duction in February. 
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Police Stop ‘Daughter’; 
Injunction Asked for 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 
U. &. Health Film Corp. has en- 
tered a petition of injunction to set 


aside Superintendent of Police 
Michael Hughes’ restrainment or- 
der against “Is Your Daughter 


Safe?” sex film. Hughes recently 
refused to issue a permit granting 
exhibition of the picture in Chicago. 
The new action is in Circuit Court. 

According to the complainant, 
the film is “Instructive and em- 
phasizes the necessity of parents 
more safely guarding the lives of 
their children.” In the opinion of 
the police chief the picture is sen- 
sationally lurid in context, besides 
showing nudity. 

The petition requests injunction 
on the contention that Hughes is 
“not a man of gufficient financial 
worth to fully compensate your 
orator for the damages your orator 
will sustain if not permitted to ex- 
hibit said motion picture.” 

Newell Mecartney signed the plea 
for U. S. Health Films. 





McCAREY, ROACH, V-P 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Leo McCarey, supervising 
tor for Hal Roach, was promoted t: 
the vice-presidency of the Roach 
corporation upon his return to the 


direc- 





McCarey replaces Richard F. | 


only to free 


Los Angeles, 
actors’ 


Dec. 27. 
The contract 
adopted by producers and actor 
representatives after negotiations 
through the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences,. applies 
‘ance actors and is not 
With players who hold 


standard 


effective 


term contracts with the producing 
com panies 
The free lance actor contract 


provides for contingencies that do 
not arlse when the player is under 
long term contract. 

Contract players will not oe 
compensated for working more than 


the six-day weck applying to free 
lance actors, The standard con- 
tract clause providing for settle- 


ment of salary on account of delay 
or stopping a production does not 
apply to contract players who re- 
ceive weekly salary, whether they 
work or not. 

Agreements between producers 
and players under long term ¢con- 
tract will be drawn up as formerly, 
with only a few standard clauses 
of the individual producers in- 
cluded in all c..tracts of that na- 
ture. Long-term contracts ‘held 
by actors, aside from the standard 
clauses of protection, are memo- 
randums of the specific verbal con- 
ditions agreed uuon when the deal 
was under discussion. 

Term contracts generally include 
provisions for billing and publicity 
by the producer; furnishing of 
wardrobe by either party; handling 
of fan mail and photographs; 
guaranteed number of weeks on 
salary during year; and other con- 
ditions agreed upon between actor 
and producer. Under these circum- 
stances, producers claim it would 
be impossible to adopt any kind of 
standard contract covering employ- 

ent of players working on long 
term agreements. 


HOOT GIRSON NOT 
HAPPY ALL ALONE 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Hoot Gibson is said to be dis- 
eatisfied with his new arrangement 
as an independent producer for Unli- 
versal, 

Gibson claims that the $75,000 al- 
lowed him for pre“nction isn't of 
sufficient margin « rofit for his 
time and services @S producer and 
star. 

He claims Universal is compelling 
him to buy stories from authors at 
fabulous prices. They also insist 
on approving all storivs as well as 
demand the best of supporting play- 
ers, bringing the produciion cost 
higher than Gibson had anticipated, 














Young Laemmle Making 
U’s Supervision Record 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., is preparing 
and supervising four productions, 
the most that Universal has ever 
entrusted to one man since the in- 

ception of individual supervision. 
Pictures now in production under 
his supervision are “We Americans,” 


directed by Edward Sloman, and 
“The Collegiates,” directed by Nat 
Ross. 

In preparation are “Lonesome,’ 
an original by Mann Page to be 
directed by Paul Fejo and “The 
Charlatan,” starring feature for 
Conrad Veidt. 

“Tillie’s” as Special 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

‘Tillie’s Punctured R ance,” 
produced by CI t | ( pleted. 
} It will be released in six ‘ls ag 
ne of Paramount's teu specials for 


Jones, now with United Artists. } 1923, . 
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MOSS AFTER INDIE PRODUCERS 
TO PROTECT CHAIN ON 1ST RUNS 


Places Producers in Odd 


Position—-May Antagonize | 


Producers—Exhib Chains—Moss’ 


Circuit Building in Key Cities 





B. S. Moss is propositioning inde- 
pendent film producers, with a view | 
to lining them up in a combina- 
tion and offering a string of 20 
houses in key cities where the in- 
dies will be given preference for 
first run representation. 

Promotion of an independent pro- 
ducing combination has been at- 
tempted several times without suc- 
cess. At present it will be more 


difficult since the indie films have 
been getting a play in circuit houses. 
If alligning with Moss they might 
be barred from circuits on account 
of the connection of the latter with 
the major producing interests. 

On leaving Keith-Albee it is un- 
derstood Moss got his first payment 
of $350,000, with about $3,000,000 due 


him in January. Moss figures to 
gein further financial backing and 
with his present assets have suffi- 


cient for 
theatres. 

Moss is now dickering for vaude- 
ville with Mike Comerford. It is 
likely the Moss houses will be book- 
ed out of the Amalgamated Book- 
ing Offices. 

If the independent producers line 
up with Moss there will be a bet- 
ter chance for open play dates with 
theatre chains which Moss could 
link up where film salesmen could 
never connect. 


FRANKLIN DUE EAST; 
ABE GORE GOES WEST 


With Harold B. Franklin, presi- 
dent of West Coast Theatres cir- 
cuit, due in New York next week 
and Abe Gore, the circuit’s board 
chairman, leaving New York last 
week for Los Angelesas speculation 
as to any deals W. C. might have 
on in the east has died down 

It is expected. that Franklin's 
eastern visit at this time is more 
for conferences along general busi- 
ness lines than on “deals,” although 
the West Coast head will probably 
have the 
survey at hand. 


the proposed chain of 








Mr. Gore had to return somewhat 
illness 


unexpectedly, owing to the 
of Mrs. Gore, who came east 
better her health, but found 


t« 


her. 

“Theatre Management,” by 
old B. Franklin, is being publishe< 
by the Doran Company. It is pricec 
at $5. 
fully prepared volume, 
everything in the theatre, 
financing. 

Franklin is said to have done th 
writing while on trains. 





Picking M. C. 


When the new Stanley, Baltimore, 
Jan. 
16, whether Herbert Rawlinson, pic- 
ture actor and now master of cere- 
monies and bandman, or Leon Var 
the 
baton in charge. Edward L. Hyman, 


opens its stage band policy 


vara, the pianist, will wield 


* the Brooklyn Strand’s manager, wh 


now has four of the Stanley houses 


under his personal supervision, wi 
decide on either within the week. 

A band policy will be the regim 
at the Baltimore house, the Earl 
in Washington, and the Mosque i 





result of Gore's eastern 


the 
winter-time here did not agree with 


Har- 
It is an extensive and care- 


covering 
including 





CONSOLIDATED LOSES 
FILM BOARD CASE 


Decision That Two Fox Con- 
tracts Amounting to $4,000 
Are Enforceable 





In a long argumentative session 


| Dee, 21 before the New York Film 
| Boara in the case of the Consol- 
| idated Amusement Co. against Fox 


the board decided in favor of Fox. 
Consolidated had asked the Film 


Board to declare two of its con- 


tracts with Fox void on the ground 
they had been confirmed a month 
too late. Al Suchman appeared as 
attorney for Consolidated. 

Fox, through its legal represen- 
tative, Louis Nizer (Phillips & 
Nizer), put up the defense that the 
two contracts in dispute were a part 
of one transaction involving five 
different theatres, and since Consol- 
idated had played at least 15 pic- 
tures in two othewtheatres, this act 
upon Consolidated’s part amounted 
to an acceptance of the entire con- 
tract which included the two houses 
in dispute, 

The two houses were the Luxor 
and Fleetwood, with the contractual 
amount involved $4,900. 

The case was put to a vote and 
the ballot was 5 to 1 in favor of 
Fox, making the contract valid and 
enforceable, 

It took exactly four and one-half 
hours to dispose of this case. 


Strike nr W. C. Houses— 
Open—No Sympathy 














Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Stage hands of Local No. 614, 
with headquarters at. San Bernar- 


dino, walked out Saturday night 
from West Coast Theatres houses 
in San Bernardino, California the- 
»}atre in Pomona and the Loring at 
Riverside when West Coast refused 
to increase the stage crew at the 
San Bernardino from three to four 
men and the crew at Pomona from 
This local has 18 
1|members, of whom three work in 
San Bernardino and _ others in 
Riverside and Pomona. 

West Coast immediately elosed 
the Riverside house, but continued 
e| operating in Pomona and San Ber- 
nardino, with musicians and booth 
operators on duty. Instead of stage 
hands at the latter stand, the house 
is using Harry Vernon, m. of c¢., in 
the pit, with five men 
orchestra. Specialty 


1j/one to three. 








curtain down and no stage lights. 


similarly meeting the situation. 
oO 


n of the international 


a quit in sympathy. 
e 
n 





Resources for! 


~— |MINN. CAN'T SUPPORT 
BIG STAGE SHOWS 


iF. & R. ‘Subduing Mixed Policy 
at Ace House, State—Extra 





Attractions Now and Then 


Minneapolis, Dec. 27. 
State, ace F. & R. hnouse here, 
is going to abandon its elaborate 


stage band show and return to its 
former policy of building its pro- 
gram around feature films with the 
screen offerings and music stressed. 
There will be an” occasional big 
stage revue, as in the past, and one 
or two stage acts will be used to- 
gether with Vitaphone numbers, in 
conjunction with the film entertain- 
ment most of the time. Style and 
kiddie revues also will be utilized 
occasionally. 

But the main emphasis will be 
placed on the main pictures. 
The present stage band show 
policy, starting Nov. 10, will ter- 
minate Jan. 13. Grosses during the 
past three weeks of the stage shows 
have been bad. 

Minneapolis apparently is not big 
enough to support the elaborate 
stage reyues as a permanent fea- 
ture, according to the conclusions 
reached by Eddie Ruben, Harold 
Finkelstein and other officials of 
the firm. At least, they state, un- 
der present adverse trade conditions 
in this community there does not 
seem to be sufficient business avail- 
able for the theatres to support 
such costly entertainment week in 
and week out. 

The stage band policy has been 
handicapped by terrible weather, the 
season of the year, adverse busi- 
ness conditions generally, with the 
lack of an outstanding personality 
at any time for the master of cere- 
mony and band director roles and 
weak supporting shows. Even mak- 
ing allowances for all this, the State 
rrograms gave the public a huge 
run, providing about $2.75 worth of 
entertainment at 60c. While the 
takings could not have been ex- 
pected to hit a normal clip in the 
face of such factors as 20-below- 
zero temperatures and blizzards, 
they should have been very much 
better than they were, the F. & R. 
officials feel. 

During this same period, the Gar- 
rick, offering such pictures as “The 
Cat and the Canary” and “Under- 
world” without stage entertainment, 
and charging the same prices as the 
State, did big business. F. & R. 
believes this bears ou their con- 
tention that the pictures count the 
most, when they are that good. 





added to 
performers are 
doing their work with the asbestos 


Business since the walkout has 
been big, also in Pomona, which is 


It is reported here that the stage 
hands walked out without an okay 
in New York. 
Musicians and operators refused to 


Closing Liberty, Seattle 





Fox May Take U’s 





Losing Colony at $3,000 


Negotiations have been on be- 
tween Fox and Universal for the 
lease of the Moss’ Colony, now in 
possession of Universal. 

U has a five-year lease at $200,- 
000 a year. The house has been in 
the red practically ever since it re- 
opened. It is understood Fox ex- 
pects to get the Colony at a lower 
rental, around $3,000 a week. The 
house has been losing about $8,000 
weekly for U, it is said. 

Fox planned to play the house 
with $2 specials. 

Fox is also dealing for the lease 
of the Central, again used by Uni- 
versal. 








DeNewman Rocket’s Ass’t 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
First National appointed E. B. de- 
Newman to assist Ray Rockett at 
its studios in Berlin, Germany. He 


Norfolk, Va., in addition to Art will sail from Néw York Jan. 5. 
Kahn at the Brooklyn Strand, with Seattle, Dec. 27. DeNewman was formerly manager 
the unit shows to rotate the four West Coast Theatres will closé|of the Thomas H. Ince interests, 
theatres. the Liberty here, seating 1,500,|/later general manager of the Mary 
Jan. ‘7. Pickford company and for the past 
3 U. A. SPECIALS FOR TORONTO It was taken over from the North | six months has been assisting Wat- 


United Artists has taken a short 
term lease on the Regent, 


Toronto, 


merged into West Coast. 














American Theatres when the latter 


terson Rothacker at First National's 
west coast studios. 








b agp a: West Coast will operate two, 
to road show “The Gaucho, “Bor | houses after the closing, Fifth Ave- ‘ 
rell and Son” and “My Best Girl.” |nue and United Artists, until the Robertson Returns 
“The Gaucho,” scheduled for gen- opening of the new Seattle. Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
¢ral release Feb. 12, will probably lL EP OTE After a three-month trip to 
be prereleased by U. A. in Boston. Europe, John S. Robertson, former 
$80,000 FIRE Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer director, is 
Pou oO Ss T U M EB SS Moline, IL, Dec. 27. back in his Beverly Hills’ home. 
Brotman Brothers, Rock Island, Robertson ended a long term con- 
| oO R Fi Y R Ee Mirror theatre, was destroyed by|tract with M-G-M prior to his leav- 
PRODUCTIONS $50,000 damage to the|/ing for abroad. 
PaesenTacione | building and $12,000 damage to 
theatre fixtures. Damage to ad- ; 
joining business houses brought the Manfred Lee Leaves Sterling 
Tele) 0S total to over $80,000. Losses are Manfred Lee, director of advertis- 
COSTUMES largely covered by insurance. ing and publicity for Sterling Pic- 


N.w. Cc. 


The fire was of unknown origin. 





tures, leaves that firm Jan. 2. 
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NO DOUBT! 
Webster theatre, picture 
house in the Bronx, displays 


this on its marquee: 
Now Playing. 
A Modern Organ. 


‘New U. A. Theatre, L. A. 











| Opens—Cost $3,900 000 


Los Asian. Dec. 27. 

The new United Artists theatre, 
operated by West Coast Theatres 
circuit, presented the final word in 
theatre construction when opening 
Xmas night. The house, one of the 
finest structures of its kind in this 
section “of the country, cost over 
$3,500,000. Architectural style, Span- 
ish, othic, carries its motif 
throughout in embellished decora- 
tions with blues and browns domi- 
nating the color scheme. Inside 
the view afforded architectural cre- 
ations, both novel and surprising in 
features to the first nighters. 

The lobby, taking on cathedral- 
like proportions, was a spectacle. 
Done in black, gold, red and buff 
marble with mirrors of antique de- 
sign set in frames, the foyer-prom- 
enoir enhanced itself manifold, con- 
tributed by the sculpturing, paint- 
ing and adornment. Money and 
plenty of it was represented here 
alone. Lobby and foyer can ac- 
commodate over 1,500 persons and 
stands approximately 40 feet high. 
The balcony panoramic in atmos- 
phere. A 200-seater mezzanine in 
back and underneath it leads into a 
passageway overlooking the gen- 
eral foyer with two promanades— 
one for each level. A magnificently 
lighted ceiling dome glistened with 
mirrored disks and telling in effect. 
The house proper is 100 feet wide 
and 150 feet deep. Devoid of lamps 
or chandeliers here, a sunburst of 
lighting effect elaborates the sys- 
tem, operated by a _ switchboard 
which obtains practically any com- 
bination. Every seat in the audito- 
rium is alike with the chairs of 
special design containing deep cush- 
ions and air-inflated backs, a novel 
featurer A refrigeration plant con- 
trols and maintains a proper tem- 
perature, equipped with automatic 
de-humidifiers. 

The stage runs across the pros- 


cenium front about 30 feet deep and 
50 wide. ; 

The new United Artists theatre 
is a distinguished credit to its spon- 
sors and highly complimentary to 
the firm of Walker & Bisen of this 
city and C. Howard Crane of De- 
troit for the work done on it. 


“Wedding March” at $2 


Pat Powers and Eric Von Stro- 
heim’s “Wedding March,” the much 
cut, revamped and discussed Para- 
mount special, is tentatively set for 
New York at $2 next month. Pres- 
ent plans are for Paramount to take 
over the Liberty (legit) Jan. 23, 
about the time United Artists will 
withdraw “The Gaucho.” 

Road showing of “The Wedding 
March” is understood to depend 
upon its reception here. The cyr- 
rent idea is to only send it into the 
major key cities for $1.50. 

The picture will have the Roy 
Pomeroy sound device attachment 
for which “Wings” has been break- 
ing the trail. 








Cooper-Wray as Combo 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Paramount will continue co-fea- 
turing Gary Cooper and Fay Wray. 
Their next will be a story directed 
by Rowland V. Lee, from an original 
by James Creelman and Melville 
Barker. Jack Kirkland is making 
the screen adaptation. 

Their next picture after that which 
this combination are to make is 
an original story being written by 
George Walters, author of “Bur- 
lesque.” That story is to be based 
on stage life. . 





L. A. TON. Y. 


Greta Nissen. 

Sam Sax. 

Jack Wainer. 
Harold B. Franklin. 


N. Y. to L. 


Gloria Swanson. 
Dorothy Farnum. 
Maurice Barber. 
Marion Davies. 





Al Jolson, 





} 


| theatre, 


Wednesday, December 28, et 


SAXE NAME OFF: 
MID-WESCO'S 44 


Wisconsin Circuit Now 
Under New Direction 


Milwaukee, Dec. 27, 

West Coast, operating as Mid- 
Wesco, has taken over the Saxe 
chain of 44 Wisconsin houses, 


Saxe’s withdraws from the amuse- 
ment field here after 15 years, 

Practically no real estate trans- 
ferred hands, the Saxe houses all 
being leased from private owners. 
It is understood that that three 
houses, not in Milwaukee, were 
bought outright, Saxe’s owning the 
property. 

With the transfer, a change in 
policy at the Wisconsin, largest 
house of the chain, goes into effect. 
Saturday prices will be 35c to one 
P. m.; 50c to 6 o’clock, and Tic 
thereafter, Regular weekly night 
price of 50c has not been changed. 

Managements of the various Saxe 
theatres will not be changed for the 
present, the Mid-Wesco announced. 
All house managers remain. They 
had all been given to understand by 
Saxe that their contracts expired 
as of Jan. 1. 

George Skouras, of the Skouras 
Brothers of St, Louis, and Manny 
Goldman, of Westco on the Coast, 
are here in charge of the Midland 
chain. The Saxe name has been 
entirely removed, even to the news- 
paper advertising. 


Contractor Sues Cooneys 
For $40,000—Work Done 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

Pierce Electric Co, is suing in 
Superior -court to recover $40,000 
from National Theatres’ Corp. 
(Cooney Bros.) Though actually a 
mechanic’s Hen claim, the suit is 
unusual in that it charges the 
Cooneys with intent to “delay, 
hinder or fraud” the complaintant. 

The electrical supply company 
claims the $40,000 for work per- 
formed on the Paradise theatre, 
since sold by the Cooneys to Lubli- 
ner & Trinz (Publix). A transfer 
by the Cooneys of the property to 
Wilma Link, an employee, was 
made prior to the actual sale of the 
theatre. 

The Pierce company contracted 
for an $185,000 job, according to 
the complaint. 


Ist in 18,000 Town 


Auburn, Me., Dec. 27. 

The first picture theatre in this 
“way down east” city of 18,000 
population, was opened yesterday. 
It is in Auburn Hall, with capacity 
of 600. 

The theatre is managed by Ralph 
Bridgman, who conducts three other 
theatres in Maine. 

















H. O. T. 2 Ways 


With Beatrice Lillie’s “She’s My 
Baby” coming into the Globe, New 
York, “Helen of Troy” (picture) 
opens Jan. 7 at the Paramount, New 
York, for a week. 

It’s a tough break for the Mark- 
Strand because of Chaplin's “Cir- 
cus” prior booking, although great 
for First National because of the 
coin for the Paramount. rental. 


L. A. Leaders Now 75c 


9” 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
West Coast Theatres circuit has 
increased the admission price on 
Saturday night and all day Sunday 
in Loew’s State and the Metropuli- 
tan here to 75 cents from 65 cents. 


Beverly Nichols Incorporates 

Beverly Nichols has incorporated 
under his own name to engage in 
theatrical and motion picture pre- 
ductions, 

Capital, stock is $10,000. His at- 
| torneys' are Ernest, Fox and Crane, 
of New York. 





Vita in Omaha 
Omaha, Dec. 27. 
Vitaphone is going in the World 
with the house closed for 
a week to permit of the installation 
and redecoration. 
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a2 VARIETY 
—_—— oe 
rederal Bureau 
Census Estimate 
Municipality ; 1.1920) (1925) 
a ee 15,354 56,732 
SPRASTAMROMEO cccccececeoce ae 65,908 72,260 
Connecticut e 
New Britain 59.316 68.039 
Georgia 
Augusta ; arate sahietie s 52.548 55,245 
Macon . seeeeseoeeene ee 92,995 58,237 
DEG os oversees eaaene 83,252 93,134 
Hilinois 
Cicero 66600 censeebededcs 44,995 62,238 
DI conténe eb 6666008 6006608 43,818 53,859 
mee’ Ge, SE 04584000 wks ev cces 66,767 71,423 
Oal Wut. cotsandebansecwes eee 39,858 51,423 
en suenedesasee benesssectees @ 16,121 » $1,564 
re re ve 85.651 76,462 
ee ee 59,183 63,923 
Indiana 
Evansville 85,264 93,601 
Cs seenkcus 55,378 76,870 
BEAMMONGS. 6c cciagececccerececose 36,004 50,385 
en nn”. cssseanaauwenetd 70,983 80,091 
ee. Dee. 6 os 6006s be xdeece’ 66,083 71,071 
lowa 
(State census 1926) 
COGRE TAPERS ccscocccteesecsevec 50,561 ees oe 
PEC ot. cp ec pc aeiale meaee 76,411 eee : 
Kansas 
(State census 1926) 
Tope RR. cwisiqeoese cede peer eerre 55,411 eerrerees 
. *s'. on dads hae bee ond eae 88,367 Seoersees 
Kentucky 
Covington ee 57,121 68,309 
Louisiana 
(Special census) 
Shreveport 67,641 peers 
Maine 
jon ch owns bad'c Caneel 69,272 76,333 
Massachusetts 
(State eensus 1925) 
ae ° ones wedene’ é 60,335 eecoees 
RE. a4 ann bh bands catet ceed 93,527 enatedas 
Malden ..... dws owas eeeeeal evean ° 51,789 ecenvens'e 
DE ow eoe's 6uplliccetectcewees 47,627 ° Veue 
DEE bb 0 Was 666} Ocnk ee caceeves 55,003 ooccccea 
SEED © cal Wo Gu douse hee bs dua Wes.63 60,055 oe eve 
OEE cw th oc ober eseuseevecees 65,343 ° 
Michigan 
Hamtranck veda bebe sees sone ‘ 48,615 81,731 
Highiand Park ,,.... Coesoces eee 46,499 72,289 
JackBon ...cee. éseseneee Da decun . 48,374 57,972 
PGE aocdexbeusessncede rr 48,487 63,613 
BOC TT Pere cuadicwseandan 57,327 70,753 
od cddktpa Cle aeda Chiwe fas 54,203 eveveurs 
Saginaw ...... , Pere ee a 61,903 72,100 
Missouri 
Ge, . PaO - cacao ey ree 77,939 78,342 
PEEL is céncbh o'oiacdiet Pion 39,631 42,140 
Nebraska 
eee pdkne del sabe bd Aen 54,948 60,941 
New Hampshire 
ON 55 ss cxeesied eis < 78,384 83,097 
New Jersey 
Atlantic City ..... eine vbeseues 50,707 53,287 
OE | Pe od: as Sevvwdsie , 76,754 88,767 
East Orange oocccsccves ee 50,710 59,967 
POTS. ov t0 6048 bis wb sede eee eed 95,783 kun aane 
Hoboken .,... pet de ake v 60,166 reer 
EE Ee ieee ‘ 63,841 68,979 
Union City ...... p abiicaiadih oa 60,721 63,117 
New York 
(State census 1925) 
OGRE, 1. oe cntbabeeaee 71,915 ceaues ee 
ere eee J] | ae rr 
Pee, «PO. ‘Weeiwe Gass cocbia . 57,033 secon ° 
SS rere eee . 92,786 eeececes 
i ai dee ckes tans aets bee st 72,223 peeeeear 
North Carolina 
EN Doce cecndbhiateteumeese 46,338 53,318 
CO a er Ee te Se 
PE CEDEEE 6.600000 n00:0 «od + 48,395 69,031 
Ohio 
Lakewood 41,732 66,774 
og |) ‘ 60,840 68,725 
Okiahoma 
Okiahoma City > 91,295 eorccce ° 
Pennsylvania 
PS eetundanecebeekcteet’ ° 76,051 92,151 
eS. o65'0.0. 60 Rak CRER ee Shee eee 60,331 66,148 
EL 6 ews POR SEDO CE We Ree TS 00 54,149 62,828 
Chester hah deeb ie 58,030 68,507 
ae ptuminaeées ae oaade  . (ese 
POOR TEPUEN - ci ccoondee cseeasoeccs 75,917 $3,422 
a ee ae beesa @un 67,327 71,475 
NE FO eS OE ° 53,150 56,505 
ka a a ee eee". stsawess 
WreeeeGeEGTe oo cckdeodse ¥en 73,833 77,644 
Rhode Island 
(State census 1925) 
. aindn cee wha ewses 69,760 Cocesere 
Ce Spey! 49,681 He oeees ° 
South Carolina 
PER. v6. Devccieedeec 67,957 73,125 
Ce te whenee , 37,524 41,225 
Tennessee 
Chattanooga ‘ 57,895 66,576 
Texas 
ON Eee ee 40,422 50,615 
Virginia 
Newport News ......... 35,596 47,083 
ot nee ee 54,387 59,029 
ED Rag sss ek oe be auétes as ae 50,842 58,208 
West Virginia 
SOON Sec aewa be oeds 39,608 49,019 
errr 40,177 63,485 
DO. “fe. owiehe ehabeeoe 0eeee 56,208 
Wisconsin 
OG So in eran a baeeata 40,472 98,891 
eS eer eee ee ee vee 53,593 67,707 
30,000 to 50,000 
Alabama 
Pry §..¢n cab aees 13,464 16.481 
; California 
San Jose Konre o€ 4s , onan 39,642 3,551 
Stockton ..... alae 10,296 7,287 
Cc ior F 15 
“Colorado Springs 30,105 me cesece 
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Bureau Federal Bureau Bureau 
Estimate Census Ketimate Estimate 
(July 1, 1927) Municipality @Jan. 1, 1920) 41925) QJuly 1, 1927) 
60.500 | Pueblo ....-csesvescccessotessss 43,050 43,787 44,100 
74,600 | Connecticut 
1} Stamford ccocsececrscsescocccess 35,096 40,737 42,800 
71.200 | Meriden PTReeeeeeee est cee eee 34,764 Seececece 36.800 
Florida 
56.200 | Pensacola eres eeeeeese ee eweeer 26,305 SBeerssso gg . j. eseeeee8 
60,100 St. Petersburg eeeceesecesoucoce 47,629 26,84 48,500 
99,700 Georgia 
Comm ccovcccesvecoecssseees 31,125 44,244 45,800 
68,500 illinois 
56,000 | AUPOTA ..nseceeeveceseveseccesss 36,397 40,254 46,500 
73.100 Danville ee eee eee eee teres eeeeseee 33,776 37,021 38,200 
55.600 | BSI ...seeceseeveecvesceserecce 33,384 gapecees 35,000 
83,500 | EvamstOn ..ceescccsessssssceces 37,234 43,883 46,400 
80.900 | Joliet ..cescccccvscescccvcccsesce 38,442 40,578 41,500 
66,400 | Moline ..cvcccccccccscccccccvece 30,734 33,910 35,100 
| Quincy eerece Pere e eee eee eeeeees 39,131 Peer eees 39,500 
96,600 | Rock Island ...sesseseseveensss 35,177 40,073 41,900 
85,200 Indiana 
54,200 | Bast Chicago ...esesssseeverees 35,976 46,580 49,100 
84,200 | KOKOMO ..sersseecesseevessveces 30,067 36,855 39,100 
72.700 | Muncio~ ....scescecsvccccccccvess 36,524 42,491 45,800 
lowa 
[Cee Ss incascevecosotuses 30,795 eebetine 41,600 
64,100 Dubuque eRe PPO ee eee eeeeeeee 40,996 40,996 41,900 
79,000 | Waterlod ..cesecevesseevevescess 36,771 36,771 37,000 
Kentucky 
RIIMGGEE. . ccckoceicccecesescasus 41,534 46,895 48,100 
61,900}. Maine 
$6. 100 | RQWIGEIER 2 ccccccvesceascaveeuess 31,791 34,932 36,100 
Massachusetts 
68,700 | (State census) 
Brookline eee eer ee eeeeeessesereses 42,681 eersesas 44,800 
1 UCROMOR cocccesteseocesceceesecs 47,247 Seorreves 49,000 
78.000 Chicopee eee eee ere eee eer eee eeeee 41,882 Perersers 44,300 
Pee TEUTTELTITES TLL) 2,072 Decccece 42,900 
77,500 | Fitchburg Poe ee eee eee IO eee | 43,609 Serseeee 44,700 
| Haverhill ..cccccccaccescccocces 49,232 Secccees beekewan 
Pittsfield er ee meee eeeeeseeeeresese 46,877 Pereeese 49,100 
60,409 | Revere Pee eet eee eee eeeserereese® 33,261 @Preseeee 35,200 
Be eae Salem ccccccccevvvecsoecccscoce 42,821 eersere 42,900 
BY,900 Taunton Peer eer eee eee eer eee eeree $9,255 @ereeees 40,200 
51,300 | Waltham ...csevereccesivevceers 34,746 oecccces 36,400 
56,000 Michigan ‘ 
65,300 | Battle Creek ,.secevevcceevcees 36,164 42,336 46,100 
pies sagas: Bag GMP <cnccives wet seusbebeee 47,554 48,907 49,400 
PEUSROBOM cccccvecvescccvcscccce 36,570 43,088 45,500 
93,800 Montana 
. 81,700 | Butte ..... doecvesesse Reowmese 41,611 42,867 43,300 
61,700 New Jersey 
55,300 | Orange ......... eee eeberbcevesss 33,268 35,379 36,100 
75,600 | New Brunswick ...s.sseeeeeeees 32,779 37,984 39,900 
No est.| Perth AMDOY ..ccccccccsecccsess 41,707 47,136 49,100 
Pop. dec. New York 
74,400 . (State census 1925) 
Amsterdam .eccscccscccvcccstoce 35,260 sonecdbe $5,900 
78,500 | AUDUFN ceceesersssesseevevesers 35,677 ééneewde Feber xas 
61.200; Elmira ...... TEETITETETITI TET 48,359 eoovsese 49,500 
TJAMestOwnhn ..nccccccccscescseces 43,414 wocccvee 45,100 
69.900| New RocheHe .......520ss00008 44,222 eocctseoce 47,300 
Newburgh ....... oc cccvecevccece 30,419 os esvese 30,400 
$4,800 | Poughkeepsie ....cseseeeeeeeee8 35,670 Soavkeee 35,900 
Watertown ..... SCbebobedvecdves 32,836 pevoccens 33,400 
54,200 North Carolina 
93,100 | Durham ........- a e¥ bs eh osdbe ove | re ea 45,700 
63,600 | Wilmington ..... Seeentaweee eee 33,372 $7,061 38,400 
oe Ohio 
Nee, ee Sivtottys er 39,675 42,364 43,770 
""'70,800| Lima ...... EO AP LA re 41,326 46,717 48,700 
GANGS TMEGMD cise cccccdicdecdecctes 37,295 42,259 44,000 
= Portsmouth ,.....>. neebehsretaes 35,193 39,087 40,500 
Oklahoma 
73,900 | Muskogee ..... ode Pieawarwaed 30,277 32,175 32,900 
53,300 | Pennsylvania 
66,600 | BaAstOn .ccccccccccccccssccsses se 33,815 36,810 37,900 
- 93.200 | Hazelton ..cosevsccssvrcerscvvees 32,27 36,143 ™ 37,500 
72,300 | McKeesport .....csccesssevevecs 46,781 49,097 49,900 
Morristown BURCH CER RCREES eeee 32,319 34,836 35,800 
65,900 | Williamsport ...cersececersseees 36,198 42,656 43,600 
50,360| York w.sceeess pesiasaete rebates 47,512 49,074 49,600 
77,100 Rhode Island 
(State census 1925) 
62,200 | Cranston ........0005: bas oad ere" 34,471 ee eee 36,600 
71.600 Newport . @eeee ee . ** 27,757 eee . Secoesees 
Texas 
EE Avastin .nccccccccscccccescccecce 34,876 37,717 38,800 
Galveston cccocesecccessesccccce 44,255 48,375 49,900 
97,000 | WACO oy. ccercerecesecseccencves 38,500 43,912 45,700 
67,800 | Wichita Fal ooerecccccccccece 40,079 Gekivess <“teadevns 
66,000 Utah 
72,309 | Ogden ..... erry yer Ter rTTe ry 32,804 36,869 88,300 
neesanee Virginia 
85,700 | Lymchburg ....seeessseesceee 38,493 APE Oe 38,600 
73,000 | Petersburg ..cseeesseesseeeee 31,012 35,722 37,100 
57,700 Wisconsin 
51,600 Green BAW cccsescecesece oneceee 31,017 34,290 35,500 
90,900! LA Crosse ..s...seeceeeeee seseb 30,422 ob@haaes 30,400 
Madison WITETITITOT TT TTL 38,378 46,383 48,800 
OSHKOSH ...erssceerercereresvceg 33,162 33,217 33,200 
42,100 | SHODOYEAN ....sesereeesevvesees 30,958 32,535 34,500 
52.300 | SUPETIOr .....eeeereseeeeneeveoe 39,671 eerseccece ces cues 
76,000 Gray, Louls Moran, James Patrick, 
50,000 Marjorie Beebe, Edythe Chapman 
and James Neil. 
72,900 ha 
Carl Laemmle has assigned Paul John Miljan added to “Lady Be 
54.4Q@0| Kohner to prepare and supervise | Good,” F. N, 
“The Devil,” starring Conrad Veidt 
51.700 | for the next Universal Super-Jewel. Frank Urson, assisting Cecil De 
60,700 ; Mille as head of latter’s staff on 
63200| . Michael Visaroff added to “We|‘“The Godless Girl.” Noah Beery 
, Americans,” U. and John Batton added to cast. 
53,400} Boris Boronoff added to “Free- Barney Hellum, Mary Land, 
66,900 | dom of the Press,” U, George Mel- |(Leona Nichols, Betty Caldwell, Joe 
ford directing. Bonner, Gordon Lewis and Janet 
McLeod, supporting Al Cooke in “A 
54,000| , Jack Raymond added to “Fallen | Social Error,” first of comedy series 
71.300 Angels,” U, Edward Laemmie di-| being made by Larry Darmour for 
recting. F.B.O. 
Tullio Carminati, in “The Pa- Louise Lorraine, Sydney Jarvis 
47,600 | triot,” Par. and Fred Humes in “Monkey Busi- 
_ ness,” M-G-M. 
44.800| . Melbourne McDowell, in “Feel My - 
49.800 Pulse,” Par. In cast of “The Devil's Trade- 
we Mark,” Leo Meehan production for 
In “Love Hungry,” directed for! F.B.O., are Belle Bennett, William 
aereeeres | Pox by Victor Heerman, Lawrence 





V. Mong, Marion Douglas, William 
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Bakewell, Patrick Michael Cun» iz 
William Desmond and Olin Francis 
Lewis Milestone will direct 
Thomas Meighan’s first picture yn. 
der the new Caddo-Paramount ar. 
| rangement, Story not yet ected, 
James Kirkpatrick, auth: of 
“Book of Charm,” is now writing an 
original for Paramount 
| Polly Moran, feminine lead, 
Roach comedy 
Supporting Wesley Barry in 
“Skyscraper,” De Mille, are Alan 
Hale, Sue Carol and Alberta 
Vaughn. Howard Higgin directing, 
Frances Hamilton, society gir] 
from Pasadena, signed by First 
National for stock. 
Dan Wolheim and Duke Martin 


added to “China Bound.” M-G-M 

Maude Fulton and James Finlay- 
son by F. N. for comedy roles in 
“Lady Be Good,” eo-featuring Doro- 
thy Mackaill and Jack Mulhall, 





Jane Reid. Sam Nelson 
Smith in “The Law of 
“Ranger,” dog star. Jerome 
making it at F.B.O. 


and Al 
Fear.” 
Storm 





Rosa Gore added to 
Here Seen Kell#?” U. 
Cast for “Burning Daylight,” star- 
ring Milton Sills, includes Doris 
Kenyon, Arthur Stone, Lauford 
Davidson, Jack McDonald, Harry 
Northbrook, Big Boy Williams, 
Charles Brabin directing. 


“Anybody 








Victor Potel added to “Little 

Shepherd of Kingdom Come.” 
—_——_o— 

Jack Perrin’s horse “Starlight” 
is now playing in “Hoof Beats of 
Vengeance,” starring “Rex” for 
Universal. 

Cast includes Helen Foster, 
Ferguson and Jack Perrin. 
McRae is directing. 


Al 
Henry 





Joseph Cawthorne added to “Hold 
"Em Yale,” starring Rod La Rocque 
for P. D. C. 





Johnny Walker added to 
This Is Love,” Columbia, 
Capra directing. 


“So 
Frank 





Estelle Taylor, Lilyan Tashman, 
Donald Drew and Ernest Hilliard 
for “Lady Raffles,” Columbia. Di- 
rected by Roy Neill. 





Mary Astor loaned to Fox by 
F. N. for the feminine lead in 
“Dressed to Kill,” opposite Edmund 
Lowe. Others in cast: Ben Bard, 
R. O. Pennell, Robert Perry, Mike 


Donlin, Billy Gould, Tom Dugan, 
Joe Brown, John Kelly, Robert 
O’Connor and Ed Brady. Irving 


Cummings directing. 
Frank Currier added to 
bound,” M-G-M. 


“Chinae 





“Scooter’ Lowry assigned child 
role in “Chinatown Charlie,” Johnny 
Hines’ new picture for F. N. 

Joseph Gerard in 
Crime,” Wallace 
Hatton team 
mount, 


“Partners in 
Beery-Raymond 
comedy for Para- 


Henry B. Walthall 
“Freedom of the Press,” 

Dorothy Kitchen again assigned 
opposite Bob Steele in his seventh 
and last western for F. B. O. 


added to 
Uv. 








Production has started on “The 
Little Shepherd of Kingdom Come,’ 
Berthelmess, F. N. 





Paul Fajos, 
signed by U. 


Hungarian director, 





Sally Rand and Ray Hallor added 
to “The Crash,” Tiff-Stahl. Claire 
Windsor and Antonio Moreno, leads, 

Charlie Byer, added to 
Great,” F. B. O. 


H,. B. Warner supporting Vera 


“Alex the 


Reynolds in “Walking Back,” 
P. D. Cc. 
Eddie Clayton and Norman 


Trevor added to “The Mad Hour,” 
a. Be 

Ford Sterling added to “Sporting 
Goods,” Par. Sterling went into 
the picture after recovering from 
recent accident. 





George Marion, Jr., titling “Le 


gion of the Condemned,” Par. 





Al Hustwick titling “Under the 
Tonto Rim,” Par. 





Mme. Alexander 
“Doomsday,” Par. 


added to 





Viola Shore and Harry Braxton 
titling “Streets of Shanghai,” Tiff- 
Stahl. 


in Crime,” Par. 

Alicea White opposite Chester 
Conklin In “Headlined.” Allen De 
van directing. Robert Xane produc- 
tion for F. N. The story is an or!s- 
inal on theatrical life, writter 





¢Continued on page 13 
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6Bome doubt with _exhibs whether it’s policy to use lengthy trallers 
garrying one or more of the kick climaxes in coming pictures prior to 
exhibition. Some claims it hurts biz and have eliminated those with 


thrill scenes. Trailers also consume time 


Milton Holmes, hailed by DeMille as a “find” and 
tract, in real life is Milton Heimlich, son of a Syracuse, N. Y. 
dealer. 

Holmes, or Heimlich, was bitten by the movie bug when he saw 
“Merton of the Movies.” He left home with $200. 

Curiously, Milton’s success spelled the 
for which a brother, Nathan, was headed. Nathan was studying voice 
when his brother's turn in fortune came. The screen actor’s father, de- 
ciding his son needed a business mentor, summoned Nathan home te 
run the furniture business, and pulled out, himself, for Hollywood. 





, furniture 


end of a professional career 





A ‘comedian under contract to one of the major producing companies 
for about three years left the organization after the company could not 
geem to make box office comedies starring him. He started negotlations 
with one of the other releasing companies whereby he was to make his 
own series for distribution. The contracts were ready to sign, and the 
comedian had organized his staff for the first production and written 
the story to be made. 

At this point the proposition suddenly went cold. 
Gian nor his representatives could figure it. A few months later the 
comedian was told the production head of the eompany he had betn 
with killed the deal, claiming he could not afford to have the comedian 
make pictures for anyone else, His reason was he might mak@ them 
#0 much better than his organization had been able to do that the newer 
pictures would be a serious reflection on his studio organization, 


Neither the come- 





E. J. Wise, who recently became manager of the new Variety theatre, 
Cleveland, is a former West Point cadet. 

Wise transferred from Auburn, N. Y., where he originally was a pro; 
fectionist and later a house manager. 





Sally O’Neil is earning $1,200 more a week as a free lance than she 
did as a contract player with M-G-M. It is said M-G-M, which had an 


option on her services for three years, got mixed up on the matter, as ; 
With one believing. 


two different people were to handle the transaction. 
the other would do the job, the option expired, and she walked off the 
lot as a free agent. 

Then it was a cinch for her in the free lance field, as Robert T. Kane, 
independent, and not a member of the Producers’ Association, gave her 
$2,000 a week to play the lead in “The Mad Hour.” None of the pro- 
ducer members of the association, under an agreement among them- 
selves, was able to dicker with her, as she would have to be off the 
M-G-M payroll 90 days before they could talk to her. 





Ned Sparks, from legit, has been on the coast for the past five years 
playing in pictures, and is the double of Mayor James Walker of New 
York. Sparks is now playing Mayor William Howard in “Headlined,” a 
Ben Hecht story. 





Over $65,000 gross is said to have been drawn in as extra money (over 
average gross) by the Tunney-Dempsey fight pictures on the Interstate 
Circuit of Texas. Bob O’Donnell, general manager for the chain, who 
brought the fight film into Texas from Chicago and admitted it to the 
federal authorities, was indicted, then fined $100. 

The Interstate had two states, Texas and Arkansas. It is said to 
have paid $5,000 for the film for both, with entire cost running to about 
$8,000. It got its rental more than back through subletting the film to 
the smaller towns. 





Lou Anger has gone back into the production end of United Artists, 
from accounts. For some time Anger gave his attention to only the 
U. A. theatre operations. 

Joe Pincus recently joined the U. A. staff in New York, a personal 
appointment by Joe Schenck, ft ts said. 





Channing Pollock has assigned his personal press agent, Affle Mc- 
Vicker, to stir up stuff among the schools and churches on “The Enemy,” 
M-G-M picture at the Astor. She will endeavor to get endorsements 
similar to those for Pollock’s “The Fool.” 





Coast film producers have used a plan at picture previews whereby 
return post cards are distributed among the audience requesting written 
opinions of the picture previewed. D. W. Griffith tops this method by 
Obtaining audience reactions by putting a staff in the town the following 
day to canvass the town door to door and obtain verbal opinions, listen- 
ing to discussions of those that had attended the preview the night before. 

Griffith takes his picture to small communities for preview, and is 
thus able to obtain his data from a staff of 10 canvassers the follow- 
fing day. 





Practically all of Coast studios have direct telegraph wires to the 
downtown headquarters of Western Union and Postal. The telegraph 
companies supply the wires gratis, the studios merely paying saiaries 
of dispatchers. 

This provides the film companies with quicker service in transmisston 
and receiving. It also eleminates charges of information leaks. 





Four former stage players have been selected by C. B. DeMille for 
leads in “The Godless Girl.” Two of the quartet have limited picture 
experience and the other two are making their first appearances before 
the camera. 

Eddie Quillan and Lina Basquette went into pictures from vaudeville 
and the “Follies,” respectively; George Duryea and John Batten are 
stage juveniles without previous studio experience. 





The smaller houses are being offered an independent production star- 
ring William Boyd, titled, “Was He Guilty?” It was made several years 
ago, written by and starring Carlton King. It bears the Sierra Pictures 
trademark. The agency distributing it in New York claims it is not a 
reissue, but is being sold for the first time. 





Paula Trueman, who plays the female movie critic in “The Love Nest,” 
the Robert E. Sherwood comedy on Hollywood and the movies, produced 
at the Comedy last week by the Actor-Managers (Neighborhood Play- 
house) group, has written to several newspapermen explaining her 
impersonation. Explanation came after she was rapped for bad taste 
in making up to resemble, so everyone seemed to think, Harriet Under- 
hill of the “Herald Tribune,” New York. 

Miss Underhill happens to be liked in newspaper circles and the 
Trueman makeup drew an invidious comparison. Miss Underhill, although 
@ writer of fan stuff, is not gushing in her writings nor a yes-yes 
girl like the woman of the play. *A good many of the newspaper crowd 
grew rather indignant at the show and this role in particular. 

Miss Trueman, in explaining the part, wrote that there was no inten- 
tion of copying Miss Underhill and that her impersonation was intended 
to be a satire at gushing sob sisters in general She deplored, in her 
letter, that the charge of “bad taste” had been levelled against her 
Ring Lardner, from whose short story “The Love Nest,” 
written, is reported as peeve 


the play was 
dat the play, which got a rapping upon its 


signed to a con- | 
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opening. 








Laniner wrote a comedy letter to Alexander Woollcott, printed 
in “The World” Monday morning, in which he disclaimed relationship 
to the play. 

The play itself is pretty inside, one of the gags being about a hus- 
band (movie director) who was too busy attending testimonial banquets 
to pay much attention to his wife 

' 

i The public are not such g00d pik e eXtras as the regular paid on 

| from the Central Casting Office in “vom Angeles. The M-G-M production 
department largely figured on saving about $3,000, so invited the public 

| to attend a free circus in a tent erected near the studio It was for 

‘Circus Rookies,” directed by Eddie Sedgwick with George K. Arthur 

}and Karl Dane. A rainy Sunday, the public didn’t turn out in the 

| droves the director expected. It was almost two hours after the time 


scheduled to start before they could get 
proper atmosphere. 

The audience figured they were ng to see a real circus. What 
they got was a couple of stunts from acrobats. They did not see any 
elephants, wire waikers of feature acts The kiddies brought by their 
parents started crying that they were not seeing enough. 

The director requested the audience to file outside and return in a 
drove, as he was going to have a man falling from a chair do a stunt. 
About 70 percent of those who went out didn’t return. Instead of the 
bunch rushing back in droves, they dribbled in, and it was necessary 
later to get professional extras to provide the atmosphere. 

Pro extras are paid $3 to walk in and out, but do it the way the 
director wants, while the public did as they pleased. 

It has been the habit of picture producers during the past months 
to advertise free circus performances and get the public in to provide 
the atmosphere. Professional extras have been complaining. It is under- 
stood efforts will be made to induce the producers’ association to aban- 
don free entertainment, even though operating on an “economic” basis. 


enough people to provide the 


Pe 


Sir Oswald Stoll’s eagerness to put the British film “Boadicea” over 
in America induced him to bring Aileen St. John-Brenon, New York 
film reviewer, from Rome to London for the purpose of giving an opinion 
on its chances here. Miss Brenon, niece of Herbert Brenon and the wife 
of Thomas Craven, author, reported to Sir Oswald that she thought the 
picture would need a highly specialized publicity campaign, as its treat- 
ment is unlike that to which the American fans are accustomed. 

“Boadicea” has historical appeal for the Britons. Miss Brenon con- 
siders that for the American fans the picture would be handicapped by 
its subordination of actors and close-ups to the spirit of pageantry, 
and that the hyper-patriots {in such spots as Chicago might not eat up 
its ehauvinism without gagging. 

She told Sir Oswald, however, that an elaborate campaign stressing 
the historical accuracy of the production might open the fans’ minds to 
accepting the British point of view. Miss St. John-Brenon writes for 
the fan magazines and is considered to know their angles pretty thor- 
oughly. Her trip to London is the first record of such an “untrade” 
opinion being sought and paid for. 

At the 55th St. Cinema, New York, recently was “Whispering Chorus,” 
Cecil DeMille production released in 1918 by Artcraft. Judged by pres- 
ent standards, it’s pretty crude stuff. Raymond Hatton plays the heavily 
tragic lead. 

This picture may have been it in 1918, but it’s banana oll now. Little 
theatres playing import films and revivals, thumbing their nose at the 
modern American output meanwhile, are batting so low in quality they 
ean't afford to be panning others. It's obvious why they show little 
possibility of catching on. 

These old films hauled out for re-showing called “revival of the fittest.” 
Referring, of course, to rental. 





The caterers to the whims of the flapper readers of dailies and fan 
magazines out on the Coast really think their “mush” is important to 
the producers and have Been making the studios step if expecting 
them on their lots, 

The press agent is the chap who had to take the punishment when 
the Igdies requested transportation or little favors of some sort. The 
studios, of course, have spoiled these ladies of the press by placing 
expensive limousines at their service if they wanted to visit the studios 
Some time they come alone in the cars and bring a friend or two. The 
studio finds it necessary to serve tea, too. 

Recently an eastern press agent in the amusement business for some 
35 years came to the Coast to take charge of publicity at one of the 
Culver City studios. This guy is wise to every one of the swindle 
sheet rackets, and when he sees a new one, of course, makes sure to 
find out what it is all about. 

Recently a subordinate placed some transportation orders on his desk 
for an okay. They were for trips that a woman writer on a daily made 
to the studio. The P. A. looked at the charges, then figured the space 
he was getting, and inquired why writers on daily papers could not 
furnish their own transportation to the studios; that the boys on the 
trade papers were doing it, and they were just as important as the girls 
who gossip a lot and write little. 

A day later, at another studio, a driver in an expensive limousine 
was sent to pick up a fan writer who is known as one of the tea drink- 
ing group. He arrived at the house on time. Waiting a few minutes in 
front, he inquired when the lady would be ready. A reply from within, 
“Oh, in about an hour.” Knowing that charges mounuted up, he called 
the P. A. at the studio on the phone. He inquired if he should wait 
the hour. The answer was to return to the studio at once. He did, and 
now the rule at this studio is to no longer send cars for the habitual 
free riders who have lizzies of their own but prefer to ride in style. 





Producers on the Coast with press agents belonging to the Wampas 
expect them to accomplish miracles. Recently among the candidates 
presented for the Baby Wampas Stars of 1928 was a girl new to films 
and unknown to the Wampas crowd. A member of the organization 
who worked for the producer holding the girl under contract, when 
interrogated as to why she should be elected, acknowledged that she 
had not done much or anything noteworthy. He stated that the pro- 
ducer-director on whose behalf he submitted her name had selected her 
from a group of film extras and was grooming her for stardom, 

The committee passing on the eligibility of candidates were not im- 
pressed with the girl's accomplishments and informed the P. A. accord- 
ingly. He, in turn, told his boss what the Wampas boys thought. The 
latter burned up. He dictated a letter to the Wampas, saying he would 
post a $10,000 guarantee that the girl would be a star within a year. 
In some manner or other the letter went astray and the committee 
never saw it, probably saving the producer his bankroll. 


COAST NOTES 





| White and Anita Garvin in cast. 





Supporting Dolores Del Rio and 
| Charles Farrell in “The Red Dancer 

(Continued from page 12) a Moscow,” Fox, are Leila Hyams, 
Ben Hecht with the screen treat-| Andreas de 
ment by Tom Geraghty. | Linow. 
' 





Raoul Walsh directing. 








Wesley Ruggles preparing “Three 


Lois Moran and Lawrence Gray 
Nights” for U, featuring 


Rainy head cast for “Love Hungry,” Fox 











Laura La Plante. including Edythe Chapman, Mar 
added to staff gag men for Johnny | jorie Beebe, John Patrick and James 
Hines next, “Chinatown Charley.” | Neill Direction, Victor Heerman 
| 
Johnny Gray and RolMe Asher | Joan Crawford opposite 


Ramor 
Production Dec, 27. varro in “China Bound.” M-G-M 


_~—-- William Nigh directing 
| Billy West began production on anne 
‘this second comedy for Fox, titled Stewart Anthony has completed 
Old Wives Who Knew,” with James king “Mating Call” for | nd is | 
Finlayson, Hallam Cooley, Leoinow performing a similar job on 
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Sn s] il by U from es 
nov by Ivan 7 x ft 

William Davidson added to “Meet 
the Judge Reginald Denny's next 
loo 

M-G-M k up option on Conrad 
N for ther five years 

Lewis Milestone wilj direct 
Thomas Meighan in his first picture 


for Caddo U. A. release 


Ernest Torrence added to “China 
Bound.” 


Al Raboch will direc ‘Their 
Hour,” T-S 
William Powell and Arthur 


Houseman in “ 


Partners in Crime,” 
Par. 


William Irving in “Red Hair,” 


| Par. 





J. M. Zanecnick writing special 
music score for Par.’s “Abie’s Irish 
Rose.” 





Richard Arlen as juvenile lead 
with Wallace Beery and Raymond 
Hatton in “Partners in Crime,” 
Par. Frank Strayer directing. 





Ethel Gray Terry to play Mrs. 
Skinner in “Skinner’s Big Idea,” 
F. B. O 





Patsy Ruth Miller for “We Amer- 





icans,” WU, George Archainbaud 
directing. 
Cast of “Be Yourself,” starring 


Reginald Denny, Universal, William 
Seiter directing: Mary Nolan, Dor- 
othy Gulliver, Otis Harlan, William 
H. Tooker, William Davidson, Big 
Boy Williams, Bull Montana. 


Craufurd Kent added to “Fallen 
Angels,” U. 








William Russell returns to screen 
in featured role in “The Escape.” 
Richard Lawson directing. Fox. 





Nils Asther was added to “Laugh, 
Clown, Laugh.” 





Byron Morgan ts writing an orig- 
inal story for the first picture Bus- 
ter Keaton will make under his new 
contract for M-G-M. 





Lewis Stone will play the second 
lead to Emil Jannings in his next 
for Paramount, “THe Patriot.” 





Sally O’Netl, lead in “The Mad 
Hour,” F. N. 





Virginia Bradford loaned by De- 





Mille for Samuel Goldwyn's “Leather 
Face.” 





Lena Malena loaned by De Mille 
to U. A. for “The Tempest.” 





George Fawcett doubling on two 
features, “The Cossacks,” M-G, and 
“The Tempter,” U. A. 





Esther Ralston lead in oe May 
Care,” Par. 





Marceline Day, R. E. O'Conner and 
Donald Kieth added to “Freedom of 
the Press,” U. George Melford di- 
recting. 





Al Wiikie, film p. a, freelanoing 
as a scenario writer. 





Louise Lorraine in “Cirous Rook- 
ies,” M-G. 





Viola Dana and Ralph Graves, tn 
“So This Is Love,” Columbia. Frank 
Capra directing. 





Madge Bellamy featured in “Soft 
living,” Fox. Original by Grace 
Mack. Supporting cast: Johnny 
Mack Brown, Joyce Compton, Mary 
Duncan and Thomas Jefferson. 





Loulse Ostertog, stage and screen 
actress, has changed her name to 
Louise Lang. 

Tom Moore, opposite Bessie Love 
in “Anybody Here Seen Kelly?” U. 





Bebe Daniels returns to work in 
“Wooden Dollars,” Par, after a brief 
{llness 

Temporary title for Clara Bow’s 
next, “The Apache.” Will have 
American locale. 


Harry Edwards directing ‘The 





Segurola and Ivan 


Girl from Nowhere” for Sennett. 
| = ast includ 8 Da a Pollard, Billy 


Bevan, Carole Lombard, Dot Farley, 

Mack Swa n and naetaes Field. 
William Davidson was unable to 

jPlay a feature 4 role in Joe Rock's 
Purn Up Broadway due to 

}A wren mae bar Sam Hardy will 
ib. 

| — 

Robert Selter, brother of William 
Seiter, U director, is now a full- 
leadeoed ture actor Hie Is playing 
t? en lead in “Chicago After 

| Midnicth Ralph Ince directing 

| 

“FR } Four I = Tames 
(Comtinued on page 22) 
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A Squawking Author Broun Returns to “World” 
*“Tnside Stuff on How to Write} Heywood Broun returns to “The 
2 i= 2 } World” Jan. 2 w'th his “It Seems 
Popular Songs,” by Abel Green ™lto Me” column after an absence of 
70 pages, has been a disturbing fac- | five months. 
tor in Variety’s office since the bro- Broun left “The World” during a 
ehure first hit the news sanctum. | disagreement with the editors over 
Abel is a part of that sanctum, and |\his decisive opinions concerning 
wrote the book for his pal, Jack|the Sacco-Venzetti case. 
Robbins, so Jack Robbins’ pal, Paul In the mecntime he has been 
Whiteman, could print it, if Paul|writing * w kly let.er for “The 
knows he is at the head of a Rob-| Nation,” besides free lancing. In 
bins publishing factory. resuming with “The World” Broun 


Besides which, Robbins is a music 


publisher and Abel says a pretty 
good one, because Robbins pub- 
lished also a song written by Grace 
Green. At least Grace’s name was 


will 
Grace 


on it and that means Grace 
cop, if only the dise royalties. 
is Abel's lawful headache. 

Well, that “How to Write” thing 
Was raw meat for the Variety kids. 
It started a racket as to who 
would give it a review. One ran 
for his typewriter, saying that it 
was a booklet at 75c. with a preface 
mentioning the keynote was econ- 
omy. The reviewer advised that. 
Abel caught his little notice in proof 
and squawked. 

Another tried, calling it a pam- 
phiet and suggesting Abel had done 
an assembly. Again Abel was on 
the job press day and another 
squawk killed that one. The author 
protested his product was a book 
even if his picture had been left off 
the cover. 

A third Variety fellow then 
geneaked over the notice in last 
week's Variety and Abel started off 
again on the nite club route he 
knows so well. And after the doc- 
tor had warned him against at least 
15 out of his 20 choicest joints. 

But it’s a good brochure, if you 
want to steer clear of song writing. 
Jack Robbins says so. He's the guy 
who got out “The Variety Stomp,” 
saying any stomp would sell on the 
discs, so what did Variety care? 
Variety didn't. Abel wrote the lyrics 
of that Stomp, too, although it has 
been played only instrumentally. 
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jatrical paragraphe: 


states neither he nor that paper is 
giving or receiving ay dlogies. 





Eddie Cantor’s Life 
A very young Thespian to have 
his life recounted is Eddie Cantor, 
around 30. David Freedmas, author 
“Mendel Marantz,” has an assign- 
ment to do Cantor for the Saturday 
Evening Post! 





English Dailies’ Circulat.on 
Figures of circulation of leading 
London dailies and weeklies as re- 
cently published for advertising in- 
formation, are: 


Dailies 
EE 66 e000n 048 soneeveese renee 
“Express” ...cece . eseee 900,000 
.-..., Teeter Tee eee ‘ 680,000 
Weeklies 
oon a6 dnkns cesee “aennee 
“Express” (Sunday)....... 400,000 
“Westminster Gazette”’..... 300,000 
WE bh-e0s 0449466 sues 47,000 
“ERE wocccecvecsesacace 36,000 
SP. . vawede erate ésccoue See 
“London Opinion”........ - 100,000 


The London “Times” in the same 
tabulation is listed at 180,000, and 
the “Morning Post” at 100,000. 


Siam or Justice? 

An editorial writer who sued the 
New York “Graphic” for alleged 
breach of contract last week had his 
$15,000 verdict upheld on appeal. 
His agreement carried a clause that 
his product must be “satisfactory” 
to the employer. He was dismissed 
summarily with a note it was not, 
He then sued, entering as his case 
his own editorials and those signed 
by Bernarr Macfadden in the same 
publication, with the general claim 
that to any paper that would run 
the publisher's signed stuff the com- 
plainant’s editorials would be “sat- 
isfactory.” 

He has twice won the verdict on 
that assumption. 





Dailies’ Bad Drop 


Reports from all over the country 
reveal that the daily newspapers as 
a whole have fallen off seriously in 
advertising this year. From 12 to 
40 per cent is the range. That takes 
in some of the most successful. 

One prominent St. Louis paper is 
more than $600,000 behind 1926, be- 
ing some 5,300 columns short, at an 
average rate of $90 per column. 





Circulation, as a rule, has not 
flourished consistently, either. 
Jim Allison’s Daughter 

Courtenay Allison, daughter of 

; the late Jim Allison, will succeed 

|her father as the New York the- 


for the Cincin- 
nati “Star.” 


More Hollywood Secrets 
Another “inside Hollywood series” 
is on the market, Ray 
boy of the Wampas 


Leek, big 
and former 


crack reporter on the Chi “Tribune” 


has it in the hands of 

It isn’t scandal but will surprise 
even *uia¢ ssiow people with its 
frankness, it is said. Ray has press- 
agented and written scripts out 
there now for several years. 


“Liberty.” 





That Gray-Boag Divorce 

Dailies have little cause left to 
complain after falling so handily 
for the Gilda Gray-Gil Boag divorce 
story, that hit the front pages co- 
incident with the showing of the 
latest Gilda Gray picture, “Devil 
Dancer,” on Broadway. 

If a pipe is so eagerly grasped 
for where a “name” is mixed in, 
the papers and news services might 
as well run wide open, asking all 
press agents to submit unoriginal 
ideas for publication. 





“Liberty” Holding Down 

“Liberty” appears to be holding 
down on dealers’ orders. This is 
said to be through the weekly’s 
management believing an increased 
circulation at this time would be 
of no benefit to its advertising rates. 

Cutting down deliveries, how- 
ever, appears to be of assistance to 
other national weeklies on the same 
stands. 





Sidewalks of Brooklyn 
Nat J. Ferber, book reviewer on 
the New York “American,” has 
written his first novel, “Sidewalks 
of New York.” In spite of the ob- 
vious Manhattan slant, he lives in 
Brooklyn. 





“Sun” Picture é 
Fox is producing a short spécial 


of the New York “Sun” offices and” 


staff to be exhibited at the annual 
“Sun” dinner. 





Ochs and Lindbergh 
The Lindbergh flight to Mexico 
was first proposed to the flyer by 
Adolph §S. Ochs, publisher of the 
New York “Times,” and the person- 
ally signed story by the former was 
arranged for without any of the 
editors of the “Times” informed, so 
‘tis said, 
_ It is reported that Ochs offered 
Lindbergh $50,000 to make the flight 
and write his version of the trip 
exclusively for the “Times,” 





Hungerford'’s Paper 

Herbert Hungerford is about to 
publish a paper devoted to maga- 
zine and book selling. Hungerford 
founded the American News Com- 
pany’s “Trade Journal” in 1919 and 
has carried it forward as a suctess- 
ful and rather unique publication 
among house organs. His resigna- 
tion was announced by the Ameri- 
ean News with extreme friendli- 
ness, 





Hearst Cablemen Here 

For some: reason not announced, 
several of the Hearst European 
correspondents are here on a visit 
simultaneously, including Bertelli 
and Flory of France and England, 
and Von Wiegand of Berlin and the 
Orient. 





Weber-Fields’ Strip 
“Weber and Fields” is a new 
comic strip syndicated by United 
Features, New York. It’s a daily 
cartoon and sold on the basis of the 
team being the best-known comedy 
two-act in the world. 
Pay-As-You-Enter 
Since Harold Hersey went over 
to the Macfadden Publications as 














supervising editor from the Clayton 


~ PICTURE POSSIBILITIES =— 


“Behold the Bridegroom”—Favorable 
“BEHOLD THE BRIDEGROOM” (Drama, Rosalie Stewart, Cort): 
Polished drama with social butterfly, remade mentally by her ideal man, 








principal character. Serious play but one that should do in capable 
picture hands. Idee. 
“Caste”—Favorable 
“CASTE” (Dr ama, Joe Weber, Mansfield): 
On intermarriage adapted from Cosmo Hamilton’s best seller. Holds 


plenty scope for corking highly interesting story, with many side lines 
for imaginative director. Could take in Paris, London and New York, 
best society, wealth, Bohemia and almost any of the stratas the picture 
fans like so well, all legitimately and clean. - Sime. 


e 





“It Is to Laugh”—Unfavorable 

‘IT IS TO LAUGH” (Eltinge theatre): 

A Fannie Hurst Jewish character sketch. Not much movitation for 
films and slight love interest in stage version. Ends with a death, 
Probably will not click hard enough to establish a value through stage 
run. Has nothing in present shape to recommend it to Hollywood save 
Miss Hurst’s name, always an asset. Lait. 





“Celebrity”—F avorable 

“CELEBRITY” (Comedy, Shumlin & Streger, Lyceum): 

This play by Willard Keefe possesses all the elements of a good film 
feature. The boxing thing as the basic idea might serve Richard Dix 
well as another pug feature. There is a wealth of opportunity for 
elaboration of situation before the lens’ increased scope. The expose 
of the match-making racket should cue the exhibitors ultimately. 


Y Abel. 


“The White Eagle” 
“THE WHITE EAGLE” (Operetta, Russell Janney, Casino): 
Story based on “The Squaw Man,” which has been done in pictures. If 
not done since Lasky made it as his first before joining Zukor, could be 
turned into class western. 








“The Love Nest”—Unfavorable 
“THE LOVE NEST” (Comedy, Actors—Managers, Comedy). 
A play of inside atmosphere in picture industry at Hollywood. 


Toe 
much of professional nature and hardly a topic for picture. 


Ibee. 





group of magazines, some. of 
the Macfadden publications have 
changed their policy toward authors 
from payment on publication to 
payment on acceptance. It is be- 
lieved that the remaining. Macfad- 
den magazines will soon fall in line 
also, 


three novels already issued from its 
press. Two are by W. Vernon-Cole, 
“Constanza” and “The Star of the 
Alamo,” and the third “The Blue 
Bodice,” by Antoine Sorrell. 





New regional picture magazine 
by name “Gag, Plot and Title,” is 
the latest addition to the ranks of 
film periodicals in Hollywood. Its 
editor and publisher is James Mad- 
ison, formerly writer of vaude ma- 
terial. The new mag is a monthly. 





“Rian James,” who recently start- 
ed a column on the Brooklyn 
“Eagle” titled “Reverting to Type,” 
is a high-priced young advertising 
writer with &a clientele among the 
foremost. He is columning because | ~~~ 
he loves the daily paper racket, and 
is elever at the stunt. 



















A Happy 

The reminiscences of Cyril Maude, New Year 

English actor, are soon to make E b d 
their first appearance in this coun- verydoay 


try, published by J, H. Sears & Co. 
The book will bear the titie of “Lest 
I Forget.” Maude did the work 
himself. He has authored a number 
of works of fiction. 


From the 
“Good 


News” 





John Willard, playwright and au- 
thor of “The Cat and the Canary,” 
whose “Sisters” opened last week, 
has completed his first novel. It is 
called “Sundown,” and Little-Tel- 
ler, Chicago, will publish. 





William Corcoran is now othting 
“Everybody’s Magazine.” 








George Mitchell is editi A and His 

xe e Mitchell is editing “Amer- ° ° 
ica’s Humor.” He went out from Brunswick Recording 
“Film Fun” when that publication Orchestra 


changed hands recently. Opening Soon with 


Chicago Company of 
“GOOD NEWS” 


The Writers’ Guild, the organiza- 
tion formed some time ago by a 
group of authors for co-marketing 
of their works on a profit-sharing 











P. $—R. W. ee get the 


: Lincoln?”—A, 
business, has made a go of it, with “ 




















MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
Thanks to SAM SILVER 


Che Top ©’ The Bear To Ve All 


EDDIE ELKINS 


and his ELKINSMEN 


Now Featured at the Strand Theatre, New York 


Doing My Own 
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Pama, Lhe answer to “Beau Geste,”by 
Percival C. Wren, with Gary 
Cooper, Evelyn Brent, Noah 
Beery and William Powell. 
Directed by John Waters. 





More coming! HAROLD LLOYD tn SPEEDY “7‘—GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES—LAST COMMAND—OLD IRONSIDES— 
TILLIE’S PUNCTURED ROMANCE—STREET of SIN — BEHIND the GERMAN LINES— KIT CARSON — LEGION of the CONDEMNED 
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DeMille I ‘or - 
leased by | i z Ph 
Haver Ada by L. J f from t 
stage play of e { 
dire g n M 
At tt sale Y f y 
rur I r ge lx 23 Rur g time, 
98 mins ' 
Roxie H pecesooenees ook Haver 
Amos Hart... ..ccccecseses . Victor Varconi 
Casley....ccccccsccesess Euger Pallette 
Kat Virginia Bradford 
Rem =a Barnes 
District Attorney.....«. Warner Richmond | 
Fiynn , cesee ° -Robert Edeson 

“Chicago” shouldn't go under $2 
examination. It’s not a top price 


picture and no one pretends that it 
is. It is aimed for the regular pic- 
ture houses where, with 1,000 or 
1,500 feet deleted, it will be at home 
and is quite apt to play host to a 
consistent stream of guests. 

Pathe has got another year to go 
ov the lease of the Gaiety, if it so 
wills, and is retaining the house for 
exploitation purposes. Heads of the 
firm figure this double-edged 
treatise on Chicago court procedure 
to play a profitbale six or eight 
weeks, after which another film will 
be brought in. 

As a translation from the stage 
the picture is a good twin. It at 
least adheres elosely to its predeces- 
sor, except for what may be termed 
a prolog and epilog. On reels the 
story both starts ahead of and fin- 





JAY 
BROWER 








CALIFORNIA 
Theatre FANCHON San Jose 














FILM REVIEWS 





ishes after the play. The epilog is 
the strongest drama in the script} 
from s en viewpoint. ‘Phis has} 
Amos, the husband, throwing Roxie 
out of the house after he has stood | 
by her despite that she killed her 
lo. and has gone publicity mad 
| during the subsequent trial. Amos 

; also the buoy, marking the main 
difference between the studio and | 
stage vision. Before footlights Amos | 
was very much of a sap. In the 
picture he is transformed into a 
dyn husband, who steals to pay 
counsel fees, finally tells the wife to 
take air with the finishing inference 
that he will wed the young house 
maid who has admired from afar 
since reel one. 

“Chicago” will neither thrill or 
grip the higher admission donaters. 
However, the trial sequence dis- 
closes a couple of shots of three 
gum-chewing and typical depart- 
ment store misses, who hang on 


every word and gesture. It’s likely 
this is the clientele that will be the 
most intetested tn Roxie. She’s not 
an easy character to play, and Miss 
Haver cah’t win much sympathy 
for her on a screen because the role 
doesn’t call for it, and this actress 
isn’t the heart-pulling type. 

Yet, Roxie is liable to do much 
for Miss Haver in a trade way. She 
has. always been able to interpret 
these care-free maidens, but has 
been at a disadvantage when cast 
as a sweet young heroine. What she 
promised in “What Price Glory” she 
has accomplished here. Miss Haver 
makes of Roxie a mincing, pouting, 
snarling dame who is all dame; 
nothing more and nothing less. A 
g00d piece of work. 

‘Victor Varconi stands out as the 
husband -who mentally battles to 
‘save his self respect by ordering his 
notorious wife out of his’ home. 
Robert Edeson turns in a sterling 


performance as Roxie’s scheming 


lawyer from whom Amos stéals the 
money to pay trial costs. Other 
east members do little more. than 
bits, including T. Roy Barnes, as 
the. reporter, 

“Chicago” has comedy and action. 
Not enough to warrant a 98-minute 
showing, exclusive of an intermis- 


| tee should give 








sion, but sufficient for program dis- 
is high grade 


play. Production 


throughout, as is the camera work. 


| Titles hold a few laughs and the 


undercover duel between Roxie and 
her lawyer during the trial is a 


| laugh high light. The courtroom, of 


course, is the main comedy sequence 
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is the attack on the girl by the fas display, an exhibition 


heavy. 
3eyond that, Dix is on his way 
to be hung when he escapes to go 
on a vegeance campaign aboard a 
white horse. 
None of the cast do well by it. If 
it weren't for the Dix name it prob- 


showing the reaction of the jury to ably would never have reached a 


Flynn’s saintly description of his 
client, and that client’s knees. 
Substantial cutting room atten- 
“Chicago” enough 
| pace to carry it through the pro- 
gram houses without boxoffice or 
censor worries Sid. 


THE GAY DEFENDER 


Paramount production and release. Star- 
ring Richard Dix and featuring Thelma 
Todd. Story by Grover Jones with Gregory 
La Cava directing. Cameraman, E. Cron- 
jager; titles by Henry J. Mankiewicz. At 
the Paramount, New York, week Dec. 2. 
Running time, @ mins 


Joaquin Murrietta........ ese++Richard Dix 
Ruth Ainsworth..... Sosaees ey Todd 
Jake Hamby.....-ssesses eee+-Fred Kohler 
Ferdinand Murrietta. coseecse Robert Brower 
Comm, Ainsworth.........++ Fred BDsmelton 

Southern California is being 


saved again for the Spaniards; this 
time by Richard Dix. It’s the Mur- 
rietta ranch plus the dead United 
States commissioner's daughter, 
Ruth (Thelma Todd). .Dix has side 
berns and a mustache, but it’s still 
a tough job for him to look Span- 
ish. He ought to remain this side 
of the border. 

Other than that, neither Mexico 
nor Spain will have anything to 
squawk about, because the villain 
is an American, “Gay Defender” is 
just a western and not a good one. 
Production is okay, but it’s wrapped 
up in the well worn bundle of the 
wealthy heir taking to horse to save 
the peasants. 

A side issue is the hero under 
suspicion for killing the commis- 
sioner after the latter has hurrahed 
his refusai to frame with Jake 
Hamby to bear down on the sur- 
rounding property for the gold 
therein. 

The only thing the script left out 











industry. 





Specify Prints 
on Eastman Flu 


The commanding position 
which Eastman film occupies to- 
day has been won by years of 
consistently high quality, backed 
by years of cooperation with the 


To get the highest possible 
photographic quality on your 
screen, always specify prints on 
Eastman Positive. 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 














Broadway house. 
typed product 


And this stereo- 
isn’t going ‘to help 
Dix. It'll make ’em wary of his 
next one. He's a screen athlete, but 
rather ludicrous under this makeup. 

Besides that, flicker fans’ will 
probably now. have to undergo a 
fad for George Bancroft laughter 
from all heavies. Dentists should 
welcome. the era. Fred Kohler 
laughs “Hamby” through this reel 
opera. Miss Todd wears crinoline 
and bonnets and seems satisfied. 

No punch to the yarn, easily rec- 
ognized after the first 10 minutes. 
Those who await a twist will be 
disappointed. It won’t mean any- 
thing in the big first runs or.split 
weeks, 

Dix had better go get himself 
something with which to follow up. 
He'll need it. Sid. 


A HERO FOR A NIGHT 


William James Craft production, released 
by Universal. Starring Glenn Tryon. i- 
rected by William James Croft from the 
story by Harry O. Hoyt. At the Colony, 
New York. week Dec. 24, Running time, 
about 60 minutes. 


Hiram Hastings. .i.cccccccess cf slenn Tryon 
Beene BOGOR, ob 6 kbc tecce Patsy Ruth Miller 
WE Bei cc cee cttecesctoes Lloyd Whitlock 
Samuel) SOAR, .cccccvececoces Burr Mcintosh 
Bill Donavan,..... Coeececececers Bill Milash 
PeMe MO cc 0G cons ¢U sc 0dekect< Ruth Dwyer 
WDORRIO™ cdi odeetcccecs Roce epeced Himself 





Robert, or Bobbie as he: is known, 
is the chief laughter-getter in an 
otherwise laughterless picture. Bob 
is a monk with a routine.’ He wears 
glasses to look at bathing girls. 

Glenn Tryon is in danger of being 
killed off as quickly as he. was 
ballyhooed into stardom by Uni- 
versal. Comedies need smart gag 
men and plenty of them. Story 
and _ situations here are weak. 
Titles are clever, but only occa- 
sionally, mostly too familiar from 
frequent usage, 

Story is of a taxi driver with a 
flying bug. Never in the air but 
took correspondence lessons and 
built-a queer-shaped machine from 
two flivvers and a gramophone, 

The boy falls for a ritzy looker 
whom he brings to the hotel from 
the station in his cab. She turns 
out to be the daughter of Sloan, 
the shaving soap manufacturer. 

Sloan is- recuperating from ill- 
ness at the resort and Hiram tries 
to sell him the idea of sponsoring 
a trans-Atlantic flight. Turned 
down. 

On the night of a dinner given to 
flyers, Hastings breaks in unex- 
pectedly and when a call is. made 
for backers, the monkey jabs a fork 
into Sloan’s seat and the old boy 
jumps up. 

Hiram pulls a couple 
antics, gets himself chased out of 
the hotel and the flight is all off 
until the gal discovers her old man 
is in danger of losing all of his 
money unless he reaches New York 
in the morning. 

They get into Hiram’s plane and 
land in Russia. Sloan’s stock goes 
up on account of the publicity and 
the conspiring knaves are ruined. 

Moderate money picture in 
smaller houses. Mori. 


SILK LEGS 


Willlam Fox comedy production and re- 
lease. Directed by Arthur Rossen, 
ring Madge Bellamy. Story by Frederica 
Sagor, adaptation by Frances Agnew. Titles 
by Delos Sutherland. Under supervisivn of 
William Councilman. At, Roxy, New York, 
week Dec, 24. Running time, 56 minutes. 


Pees MUOVOMB. co cccecocsceas Madge Bellamy 
PUL BArkOP. ccccccccscvcetsvces James Hall 
Bara, Pultom. .codsccctsece Joseph Cawthorn 
Mary McCuire......e++++.+--Maude Fulton 


Base. Fulton... ccsrcrecsece Margaret Seddon 


Arresting title and sexy lobby 
display matter that goes with ‘it 
make picture a pull. Production is 
a good flash for the program pa- 
trons. Nothing in it to draw censor 
fire. 

Plenty of lingerie display, but all 
smartly done and handled neatly.as 
legitimate story material, Plot has 
to do with the rivalries of a» girl 
drummer selling one brand of silk 
hosiery and a young man on the 
road for another brand. 

Very modern in substance and lit- 
erary treatment. Certain slick style 
of comedy not without effectiveness 
and light vein agreeably carried out 
in titling. One of the early captions 
says we've progressed from the 
stone age, through the gold age and 
this is the age of silk legs, when a 
satin complexion and silk legs are 
the heritage of every woman, rich 
or poor. “That sets the motif of the 
screen action. 

Modest girl drummer finds herself 
in a losing battle with a fresh man 
rival for a competing brand of 
stockings. He deals with women 
buyers and his system is to “feed 
‘em, flatter ’em, fondle ’em and for- 
get ’em.” Desperate, she deter- 
mines to use her own sex appeal 
upon the men of the firms. 


The first battle comes when*the | 


boy arranges a lingerie exhibition 
in his hotel sample room, to which 
he has invited the head of a dealer 
firm, supposed to be a bit of a 
chaser. The ruse is a reprisal 
against the girl drummer who has 
vamped the tired business man. 
The undress flash is in this lin- 





of crazy | 


star- 








——— 


a neat touch of spice, but is ne 
shrewdly shaded with bland comedy 
that it gets over safely. The point 
of the story is that the girl drum- 
mer invades the lingerie show with 
her own brand of stockings on the 
sly and puts the deal over for her 


own house. 


Suspense is carried on from here 
by a rather clever device You 
suspect that the old man who 
buys the order is really chasing the 


girl and that idea is nursed along 
to the last moment when it dee 
velops by a surprise twist that the 
girl reminds him of his own dee 
parted daughter and he was bring- 
ing her to his home to let his wife 
meet her. 


The hero, who, of, course, hag 
fallen in love with the girl drum- 
mer, follows and battles his way in 
for another well developed bit of 
comedy finale. 

Works out as a smart sophisti- 
cated sexy comedy, the atmosphere 
of eleganee being emphasized by a 
beautiful production in backgrounds 
and costuming and a splendid cast 
of five, making it a clear, compact 
story with character and suspense 
values capitaHy balanced. 

Maude Fulton has a first class 
character comedy ‘bit as a flashy old 
maid buyer, handling the role with 
the same fine intelligence and re- 
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straint that have always marked|of “The Love Mart” as a titular|stricken man. Chased by a gigan-|story loses out. It drags because | As such it is a historically ace iratg 
her work on stage and screen.| reference to a slave market scen¢ | tic Gendarme, who is a laugh on/the interest wavers, : and interesting effort but as a pro« 
James Hall, as the lead, is bringing | wherein the star as the pseudo-oc- | account of his enormous size, the Long len, playing Quinney, doesn’t | gram release it cannot be taken 
a@ good deal of good judgment to one] toroon slave is au: tioned off to the} boys finally land in Pratt Falls, grip the part. He appears conscious | seriously. 
of th how off characterizations | highest bidder, who proves to be the; N. Y., as a couple of waiters in ad b- is a young man playing a mid- It is a Canadian ‘Covered | 
that cal nice sha ding | hero. j one-arm eatery. , | Go-ages role. The much-boomed| Wagon” produced without sut stan« 
Madge |] ny has the gambs to tunning 75 minutes, with Miss An election of the Legion is held| Frances Cuyler doesn’t convinc®.|tial resources. Yet it is a beste 
mak: , stand out, a pair of | Dove not brought into the action to pick two de legates to attend the | But Alma Taylor makes a rather ning. Given an even break in dias 
props tl in artistic little pro- | unti) after 15 minutes have been de- convention in Paris, and the two/astonishing comeback, screening |tribution it should pay for itself. 
duction nselves. She is the] voted to Gilbert Roland's advent into | fugitives are chosen. They still | young and reasonably pretty in the There are four main faults. Too 
wide-« ppealing type, also that| the old New Orleans scene of 100| figure they’re wanted in Paris for early part and trouping well in her|jong, too many titles, no experie 
tones the ndor of some of the! years ago, it is altogether too siow murder but are forced to go to rep- later on sequences, : enced actors and dark photography, 
busines vhile her comedy regis- | and unsatisfactory a film feature. resent Pratt Falls. : ife th Shortening, to snap tt up a bit, Kean, who nas had wide experience 
aint nadiatastantiv. ’ Everything is mild and pacific in A French — waees life t . and changing captions in most cases | making pictures for the Cana lian 
Modern light subject that will at-| Its transition with the big dramatic a i = I, bs -" —— where they have not been lifted government, has done a good job 
tract the flapper element and their| punch in the scene wherein the] detac oe aaa e. The 3 greet from the novel or the play will/in direction. Particularly the In« 
boy friends, too, by its flash and its| coveting dandies who once wooed them on their arrival. e legion-| make it a film of quiet charm. But] dian mob scenes. 


aires figure they are being pursued 
on the old murder charge and the 
rest of the picture is devoted to 
chase episodes. 

The girls are both ungainly, pho- 


But cutting room 
work was certainly attempted by an 
inexperienced hand. 

he main idea is to show how 
th ounties kept peace and main- 


the Belle of New Orleans now bid 
for her physical possession on the 
auction block. This circumstance 
is brought about by the return of 
Capt. Remy whom Antoinette Fro- 


i hes > exhibits, mainly shy on stuff without 
Ges angics. Rush. sex and gore, may be afraid of it. 


They needn't. Frat. 


THE LOVE MART | 























: . . : ‘ = ‘ ractin * tained order on the plains. It start 
aii, National, release, of Grorse Fits. belle's father had given up for dead | PERL sue of the picture | Wages of Conscience  |with « cabinet council in Ottawa, 
Benjamin Glazer's adaptation of ‘The C de | and W on oe the mat may ~ . ae Mori John Ince production, presented by where the force was first suggested, 
ives” ain, Mesana “Sess cecb' pecs | tte gn Bao own agian, ‘tha ag Rng ES Ee as 
gina silbert Roland and } e “er, ° 2. ° “ nto, e departure for the west 
Gratared, _ Week Dec. 24 ot streat, Hew) offspring of & prosperous and re- QUINNEY’S Se sn een tde teiere,|treking through the plains and 
Antoinette Frobelle............. "Billie Dove | SPected merchant. and Margaret Campbell. Script by Mrs. | ©Stablishment of posts. 
i SE, cvccteukpins et’ Giitert Roland| | With Remy‘s return, not only does (British Made) James Hall; photographed by Bert Bald-| Enconnters with whisky runners 
pette Be BF oevasoedy eccceces 2 es Berry he strip Frobelle, his former over- London, Dec. 13. gg R. com, one day.jand horse thieves, a Buffalo hunt 
Foun Delicade.--vvs-1s--gearmand Kalit| seer, of his belongings, but Con-| geumont-British proauction,” Adapted by |D*%- 2% Running’ time, 86 minutes. “| (actually filmed at Wainright Na- 
epee eect: ete: Boris Karlofr | “Ves to make ntoinette believe John Longden from Horace Annesicy Va- tional Park) and the turning back h 
ORs och ss odeadhy caneed> Raymond Turner| She is the unaccounted octoroon | chell’s novel. 3 a 4 eae Saree. Most of the boys quit turning out |to the United States of Sitting Bull ] 
oD <-sotabe slave, and submits her to the ignom- | Fhotogra a eeiihcate Universal’ | Pictures like this quite a few years|and his 3,000 Sioux are high lights 
A goodititie, a winsome star, con- | Ect & ublie ~ gg Preview, London Hippodrome, Nov. @/960. Audiences accustomed tojequal to the best in American 
stantlv handica ped b - t 7 The motivation for the big scene] Running time, 104 minutes. modern ‘ stuff will squawk  at/ westerns. 
and direction "and one zood "situa- el tye ager Bose yey la Mn fy Geen... ae tae Wages’ —if they aren't kept away| Kean has attempted to show 
tion comprise the box ciilee anneal | vutience i inclined to impatience | gin Tomlin... ***" Wallace Bosco | DY the title. When played, it’s for| there was no lawless gun regime 
: ppeal | by the time the punch arrives. iis, geet 2 ...-Frances Cuyler| one day. and no violent outbreaks with. the 
— - Slowly but surely Miss Dove, who] Jim Miggott........sseee++- Cyril MaLagien Leading parts are handled by 
~~ | has the makings of an ace among po oy we ssetavongenesy a one Vaan once-prominent names—John Ince, | —— - sagittis docag tei vt one 
Send Yo D it ! feminine stare, is being killed of by i" “  — rrereenrres Grace Tarmond aaa Merbart 
ur a es: the same brand of inadequate stories Rawlinson. Most of others are no- 


A film which presents a problem 
outside itself, one touching the 
fundamentals of picture production 
on this side. As far as it gues, a 


and undistinguished direction. Her 
last three or four have all been in 
the same negative vein. Although 
prolific in her output, evidencing a 
heavy production schedule, the mass 
turnover is not conducive to “her 


ticeably amateurish, hinting that 
casting may have been handled 
through the Ince-connected school 
of picture acting. Mrs. James Hall, 
who wrote the story and did the 


We have no film 
peddlers—we do all 
business by mail—these 











good film. But the doubt in the| continuity, gets mammoth billing 
personal prestige at a time when | ming of the reviewer is whether it|for some reason unfathomable by 
‘ ~ there is ripe opportunity for a smash goes far enough. an observer. 
3 B Sensations production. With the th a th ia 2 The heroine is introduced as just 
ig Roland as a male lead is too ae the theme and the No novel |@ “Pawn in the Game of Life.” She 
striking a “type” to click in the | Millarity the public has of the novel|i, forcea to marry the wrong guy, 
are booked on past performances end. That full mane of hirsute | 494 the stage play, it is not difficult 


while her real boy friend is framed 
into a life sentence for murder by 
her hubby. 

Soeshe has a baby which looks 
like her, and then she dies, only to 
play the daughter role 20 years 


to see, viewing this film, the result 
which might have been attained by 
spending more money and using 
wider vision. 

It does not look starved—just un- 


adornment lays itself open too much 
to discussion, may or may not prove 
to be an asset on the matter of fan 
argument. Noah Berry as_ the 
heavy turned in a neat piece of 


work and Armand Kaliz, from | @erfed, lacking that smooth polish |jater. 
vaudeville, is coming along in sleek | Which is so great an asset in many! jiuppy is wracked by his con- 
“menace” roles. big corporation-made AmericaD | ojence and goes nuts. Framed guy 
i The pictdre can stand chopping to | ovies. escapes after 


20 years and falls 
dead when trying to kill his framer. 

Mrs. Hall, who wrote it, lets the 
framer live because he would wel- 
come dgath in preference to the 
“Wages of Conscience.” 


So, while this is a good picture, 
it is not a good enough picture. It 
gets out of the “local” class but 
misses getting into the internation- 
al. That is why it presents a prob- 


speed it up. As a box office propo- 
sition, the star and the title (which 
latter is open to considerable ex- 
ploitation possibilities) will do much 
to impress as a draw despite the 


a 
: 


i. 
| 
i. 








other shortcomings of the flicker. lem, for it is impossible to tell} when the picture ended, five 
And of course the F. N.. enfran-| Whether the producers are aiming| -ents were asleep in the Stanley 
chisements and the moderate pro-| S0lely at the home and colonial |} a)cony. 

L duction investment insure a profit|™@rkets. If so, they have succeed-| Ince directed this very crudely, 
from the start, regardless of merit.|©4 fully. If they Intend this as a 


and his work was made to appear 
more unfavorable by the photog- 
raphy and hackneyed subtitles. His 
acting is better, as the framer. Miss 
Darmond and Rawlinson don’t ap- 
pear forte, not all their fault. 


shot at the wider market, they 
need to open their purse strings and 
enlarge their ideas of universal en- 
tertainment manufacture. 

Direction is very good and at some 


Abel. 
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FBO production. Directed by A. E. Gill-|moments nearly inspired. It just Just a pawn of some kind. STAGE-BAND 
: strom. Story by Louis Sarekey. Titles| misses these spots by going on to ENTERAINMENT 
A yf by Jack Conway. Co-starring Al Cooke| show what it has already rather 
“o ind Kit Guard, with cast including Louise 


Known as the 


Ae. 


Lorraine, 


Pe 





POLICING THE PLAINS 



































Virginia Sale end John Anson skillfully suggested. ; For example, ‘ - 
i At Keith's Hippodrome, New York, week | the coming of Susan’s child is con- PAUL ASH POLICY 
bi Dec. 26. Running time over 60 minutes. veyed by nuances of expression, and, (Canadian Made) 
k; having got the point over rather 
if F Produced and released by Policing the 
h Hardly measures up to any of the brilliantly, the director proceeds to Plains Film Co., Ltd. From book of the BACK HOME AGAIN 
f big war laugh specials released} travel a shot from Susan’s face to|same title by R. G. McBeth. Direction, BALABAN & KATZ 
bi during the past year but an enter-|the ground at her feet and show— | adaptation and titles by Arthur David A eins TRE. CHICAGO 
£ y srocr > > 9 af ai aby Kean. At the Royal Alexandra, Toronto, ORIENTAL THEATRE, AG 
ae pole tg picture for double for heaven's sake! a eon of ba y Dec. 22. Running time, nearly 120 minutes. WATCH MY SMOKE! 
feature houses or with strong stage | socks. . Britannia ob cee mweeres ‘ .Margaret,. Lougheed aa ve es 
shows. Again, when the child is born, |opicer .............Col. T. A. Wroughton “EXCLUSIVELY COLUMBIA 
Titles carry most of the laughs in| Quinney, waiting In a room below, | Commanding Police......... Alfred Crump amceenihe ARTuT” 
this house. Of course the cus-/sees a passing show of the nurse |QfMicer of Molice.......+. =) Dee ae onthe weenie 
tomers never got the idea of Pratt} going up the staircase —surely a Ganon cenepbeetlpsihee ees aaah Renelen Paul Ash Presentation Staged by 
w ” Falls, N. Y., the town where part | sufficiently obvious method of piant- | [nterpreter ......... Cah aearks Joe Flieger LOUIS McDERMOTT 
: day wr dl beeen te the entire| of the action takes place. The titles| ing the birth. But, no, the director] Indian Scout ........- ..Norman Randall Cae - sean = 
‘or these pictures—consult us| were by Jack Conway. cuts to a shot of the nurse entering | Statesman ......+++e+ oreeees mae Seaton ; 
hey als enaruieens With expert gag men on this job|a door at the head of the stairs! | Canadian Girl.............Dorothy Fowle: There Is No Substitute for 
it coulda have been a laugh riot in-| These make one feel as if certain The Cousin ........2..!Gertrude Smythe Paul Ash Entertainment 
Percentage Bookings only const stead of a mere programer. Worth| shots have been started by the di- 
y dered par J — play dates, however, and | rector and finished by the stage car- This first feature length all- tee —~--~ 
will probably get them. venter Canadian icture i 4 
hede ms - “ . Yane picture will cause no 
SAMUEL CUMMINS Al Cooke and Kit Guard deiiver Joe Quinney loves, things—old|panic in Hollywood. Made over a Ww A N T E D 
nicely as a team on straight as well| furniture and china—more than he 


” PUBLIC WELFARE 














period of three years and at a cost 
as slapstick comedy. The _ title| loves people. After he miarries|of $125,000, the owners find them- a gg Og Og Dar ond, suee 
should appeal to the American Susan it takes more than her ob- selves without a releasing agency, ae Must have good references 
PICTURES CORP Legion members of which there is| jection to “fakes” to make him see as none of the regulars age willing |and be experienced booker of Motion 
e a soaescerante draw to count upon.| there are real things in life. Then|to take them on. They have there- nes meee stows. matasy Stseve pee 
or x an up, w a ex ses. 
723 Seventh Ave. =. ay paren a Paris th a he sets up to build a reputation as|fore decided to road show the pic- capadie ene weed net apply. 
: Pp stewe oughboys falling |a dealer who only handles genuine }tyure themselves. 8. 8. MILLARD 
NEW YORK CITY oa ge murder and giving up a| antiques, but pumps against a gang The film purports to be a history Buite 616, Pantages Bldg. 
ankroll to the brother of the|of crooked dealers, one of whom is|of the Royal Northwest Mounted. Los Angeles, Calif. 
his old partner, Tomlin. — 
He succeeds, but has some fake — 








stuff planted on him by one of his 
own workmen, with whom his 
daughter Posy has fallen in love. 
He gives back the six thousand for 
which he had sold the fakes, but 
his patron turns it over again to him 
for an Etruscan vase which Joe had 
been saving to give his son, if ever 
he had one. 

Joe believes his workman has an 
affair with the stenog, and gives 
_ —— him the six thousand bucks to clear 


TTWTTTEWaT Tse 


really in love with the boy, and 
sends her after him. 
SYNCO-SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA 
NEW MELISON-9007.48 ALHAMBRA THEATRE 
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A GRADUATE OF THE FANCHON AND MARCO SYSTEM 
NOW AT THE CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


WALT ROESNER 


“CALIFORNIA'S ARISTOCRAT OF SYNCOPATION”’ 


shady character and goes off with 
the stenog and the dough. 

For the first four reels the film 
stands up pretty well as a clean, 
sweet story. Thereafter the clean- 
ness and sweetness remain, but the 





End is different from the novel, in 
ACRAMENTO, CAL. 


which the workman stays in his 
CONTINUING HIS BIG SUCCESS 
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Freddie SMITH and Joe HADLEY i 


“THOSE SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT DANCERS” 





_ ee pc a a a Serent 


THIS WEEK, CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


oo mene. oT 








Direction LYONS & LYONS 








oo eer OS eS ee 



































—— 


ett 


Wednesday, December 28, 1927 VARIETY 


Ee To 


























DETROIT NEWSPAPERS SUSTAIN 
CARL LAEMMLE’S JUDGEMENT? 








DETROIT,_FREE. PRESS 


Undoubtedly one of: the 
very finest cinema achieve } 
ments to date. Gives new 
life to a classic story and re- 
veals a period of American 
history with which every 
American should be fami- 
liar. The ultimate in reality 
has been attained. An ambi- 
tious undertaking, careful- 
ly, prodigally and sincerely 
‘carried to‘accomplishment. 

Nothing was overlooked 
by the directors It was ‘a 
faithful-reproduction of the| 
story.) 
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A HARRY POLLARD PRODUCTION 


Booking Through the Shubert’s for the 
Remainder of the 1927-1928 Theatrical 
Season in Legitimate Theatres Everywhere 
Road Presentation Exactly as Central 


Theatre, New York, Engagement 
EachgTouring Unit, CarriesOurgSym oe a am, 8 ’of | Effects,’Stage"and Booth Equip- 


mentiand.Expertal echnicians{insAlliDepartmentstmeme : vance:Agents,Ahead_of Each Company: 


UNIVERSAL ROAD SHOW DEPARTMENT 


HSWAYNE PIERSONU Manager 730/FifthtAgenve, New York. City 
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red men, but rather a peaceful in- 


vasion in which the police played 
as much the role of interpreter and 
banker as strong arm man. By this 
he loses most of the dramatic | 
climaxes that dot Hollywood west- | 
erns. The buffalo hunt, is the real | 
high light , 

There has been no attempt what- 
ever to introduce comedy relief and 
the hedyrt interest is very weak. 
Two or three of the cast men show 
promise The camera was unkind 
to Derothy Fowler in the only 
feminine part of consequence. 

An epilog, showing the present 
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More Than a Master of Ceremonies 
At COFFEE DAN’S, Los Angeles, Cal. 
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activity of the mounties in preying 


on smugglers 
film 


brings 
detracts 


of narcotics, 
up to date but 


|from the story. 


With half the titles cut and with 
at least 2,000 feet dropped this 
pioneer would be a better picture. 


As it stands it will have 
them in on curiosity. 
been thousands better 
Thousands.worse, too. 


to drag 
There have 
than this. 
Sinclair. 


SAN FRAN NIGHTS 


Gotham preduction, released by Lumas. 
Directed by R. William Neill from ‘Fruits 
of Divorce’’ by Leon DeCosta. Cameraman 
James Diamond Titles by Maude Fulton. 


Running time, 60 minutes. In projection 
room, New, York, December 21. 

John WVickery....«+secseses Percy Marmont 
Pitscces  PPPPTTTTT ITTY TTT Mae Busch 
Red... ccccdecevereveerteseees Tom O'Brien 
Flash. .ccccctcccccsscccsccseses George Stone 
SPP PPPrrrrrrTrr ? cr rrr re Alma Tell 





A neat number for Gotham and 
a better than average independent 
picture. 

Story of some novelty has been 
directed with intelligence by R. 
William Neill and acted by an ex- 
cellent cast, including three names, 
Percy Marmont, Mae Busch and 
Tom O’Brien. 

Action concerns divorce more than 
San Francisco. Placing the story 
against a Barbary Coast back- 
ground was not necessary though 
it may have been so in the original 
script. While there is nothing typ- 
ically San Franciscan about the 
story for box office purposes the 
new title is a great improvement 
upon “Fruits of Divorce,” original 
label. , 

Marmont is a lawyer with his 
nose in his books and gets air from 
wife. He @rifts via the booze 
to a dance hall in the wide open 
sector of the San Francisco that 
used to be. 

There he is befriended by Flo, 
dance hall girl, whom he had saved 
from the cops. Subsequently he 
becomes the lawyer for the under- 
world and earns the enmity of vice 
interests. 

A gangster named “Flash” tries 
to steam up Flo’s guy to bump off 
the lawyer. 

George Stone, who played “Flash” 
is a darb of a crook type. For a 
congenitally nasty gunman Stone 
has a perfect mug. Pale, disagree- 
able and with ice water in his 
veins, the character of “Flash” is 
high drama. 

The work of the other players uni- 
formly good. Production standards 
first rate and no noticeable skimpi- 
ness, 


‘ CASEY JONES 


uction released by Rayart. 
Directed by s. L. Hunt from the story 
by Arthur Hoer}. on the song by 
T, Lawrence Seibert and Bddie Newton. 
Cast includes Ralph Lewis, Kate Brice, Al 
St. John, Jason Robards, Anne Sheridan 
and Brooks Benedict. At Wurlitzer Hall, 
Dec. 20. Running time, about 60 mins. 





Trem Carr 





A good idea gone wrong. An in- 
vitation audience at Wurlitzer Hall 
failed to become enthusiastic, Looks 
like one of the usual states right 
supers. : 

Ralph Lewis doesn’t make the 








grade. Perhaps he wasn’t per- 
mitted to. The sob situations are 
there, but are not put over. The 
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THE 
JESSE CRAWFORD 
’ ORGAN CONCERT 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


PROGRAM WEEK BEGINNING SATURDAY, DEC. 24, 1927 


“] Can’t Believe That You’re in Love with Me” 


AND 


“The Song Is Ended” 





death of Casey's little girl brings 
tears only to the eyes of the cast. 
The story unfolds’ sluggishly. 
The heroic Casey, Jr., baggage mas- 


ter, has a message to deliver to 
his chief in the evening. As he 
nears the Ayres mansion, riding a 


bicycle, a man is seen trying to 
force a girl to take a drink. She 
turns it down. Casey, Jr., to the 
rescue and the romance is pushed 
into the arena, Jason Robards and 
Anne Sheridan, juvenile leads, do 
their bit to relegate the picture to 
a low standard. 

It’s a railroad story with a couple 
of train wreckers. The menace 
falls into his own trap and Casey 
Jones, engineer, remains  trium- 
phant. Mort. 





CARRY ON! 


(British Made) 


London, Dec. 14. 
Ltd., production. Dis- 
Gaumont-British Co. 


Britannia Films, 


Censor certificate. 


Preview, Marcle Arch Pavilion, London, 
Nov. 2 Running time, 90 minutes. 

Mick Trevorn, the boy....Micky Brantford 
Mick Trevorn, the Man..... Moore Marriott 
Oliver Trevorn..... eeeceees Wyndham Guise 
Mrs. Trevorn......+.+++++...-Leal Douglas 
Molly, the Girl............Aggie Brantford 
Molly, the Woman........ Cynthia Murtagh 
Admira! Halliday.......Frank X, Atherley 
Bob Halliday, the Boy....... .-Lewis Shaw 


Bob Haliday, the Man.. 
Jobn Peters. .....sceseses 
Sylvia....... ecccce seeese 






-».Pat Aherne 
Cc. M. Hallard 
-Trilby Clark 





Another “Second to None” but a 
bit more hoked. Not likely to mean 
a thing outside British territory, 


but pretty good for the mob in its 
own limits. 


Story has been used often but has 
everything the dumbell wants. In 
fitting the card-index themie to a 
naval occasion the scenarist has 
furnished a script which would 
have been topical in 1918, but now 
makes the film appear like a die- 
hard’s attempt to sing a hymn of 
hate six months after everybody's 
kissed and made it all up. 

The British navy lent two ships 
to the lady who directed the film—a 
destroyer (the ship, not the lady) 
and a battle cruiser. They play the 
leads both in parts and in sets. 
Scenes round the guns during a fight 
are more convincing than is usual 
in these naval films, and some naval 
maneuver stuff is very nicely pho- 
tographed. 

Story mechanism is a variation 
on the dream solution, the main ac- 
tion taking place in retrospect while 
the old ‘admiral and the fisherman 
(Oliver Trevorn) tell the boy, who 
is about to enter the navy, the tale 
of the family traditions. 

Nothing to get sobs and sniffles 
from the working-class woman fan 
is left out, and though the film is 
weak in story, poor in acting and 
patchy in direction, it will pull them 
in and send them out satisfied here. 
re audiences are picture wise 
it will only get by as a secand fea- 
ture. In foreign markets it wouldn't 
get by at all. 

As a contribution to movie mak- 
ing it’s out of focus. As a local 
box-office hit it is on the spot. 
Frat. 


WAS HE GUILTY? 


Aywon release (state rights), written and 
supervised by Carlton King. Director, 
Frank Grandon. Cameraman, Carl Widen. 
William Boyd starred. At the Columbus, 
New York, on double bill Dec. 22. Run- 
ning time, 49 mins. 

Jed Bascombe........ Sheoseed Cariton King 
Homer Moore ............Joseph W. Girard 
PEGG EEO cccccccoeeeseeess Vivian Rich 
Jack Bascomrbe .........+...William Boyd 





It will come as a surprise to many 
to know that William Boyd has 
been in pictures so long. Judging 
by styles, treatment and photog- 
raphy this one was made aroupd 
1919. The leading lady is Vivian 
Rich, who has not been seen on 
the screen for many moons. 

Yet with all the lapsing of time 
it isn't, even now, a bad picture 
measured by the standards of the 
state right field. Those exhibs who 
buy emulsions by the foot will like- 
ly get more this time than they ex- 
pect. 

















The title means nothing, and, in 





fact, will hurt by its. banality. 


, 


Boyd's present prominence gives 
the picture a “star.” 

The story.told is of a returned 
soldier who falls into the morphine 
habit. His father, the town mar- 
shal, having been told by a doctor 
that only by rigid confinement can 
the boy break the drug’s grip, de- 
liberately frames his son as a*thief 
so that the boy is sent away to 
the pen, where he fights and wins. 
Upon his return to society, cured, 
he takes up his career as an en- 
gineer and the step-father of his 
sweetheart is exposed as the secret 
head of the drug ring. 

Some unintentional humor in the 
titles, but in general the picture, 
despite, its age, is not as incon- 
gruous as films generally seem 
eight years later. 


GUN GOSPEL 


Charles Rogers production released by 
First National. Directed by Harry J. 
Brown from story by W. D. Hoffman. 
Screen adaptation by Marian Jackson. 
Starring Ken Maynard. Cast includes 
Virginia Brown Faire, J. P. McGowan, 
Neah Young, Romaine Fielding, Bob 
Young. At Loew's New York, one day, 
Dec. 23, one-half of double bill. Run- 
ning time, about @ mins. 





Fast moving western loaded with 
action, trick riding and gun play. 
Story treated interestingly; cast 
screens and plays well. 

A trio of mountaineers are blamed 
for raids on the ranchers.. Rustlers 
headed by one of the ranchers 
whose plans are to scare the other 
settlers into selling their properties 
at a low price. 


Oldest of the mountaineers is 
shot and killed in a chase headed 
by the menace, posing as a pro- 
tector of the village. Before pass- 
ing out the old mountaineer makes 
his young companion promise never 
to use a gun, 

Rope work is called into action 
and serves to create suspense and 
interest. Situations follow in log- 
ical conclusion to the point where 
the boy is forced to use firearms 
to protect a household in which a 
dying rancher and his daughter are 
in danger. 

The guise of a minister, adopted 
by Ken Maynard for strategical 
purposes in the story, is used to 
good effect. Mori. 


RAGTIME 


First Division release. Based on the 
story by James Ormont. Directed by 
Scott Pembroke. Cast includes. Marguerite 
de la Motte, John Bowers and Robert 
Ellis At Loew’s New York, Dec, 23, on 
double feature program. Running time, 
about 60 mins. 








Impossible outside of states right 
market. Cheaply made with poor 
cast. Story weak. 

Deals with the theft of a song hit 
from the composer’s piano. The 
gal is making a name for herself 
in the musical world via the clas- 
sics when her picture appears on 
the covers of a ragtime number and 
she is barred from her circle. 

She first blames the piano- 
pounder but later learns the hoofer 
stole the photograph from the boy 
she gave it to. 

Drags and is monotonous. 


IF 1 WERE SINGLE 


Warner Bros. production and release 
Directed by Roy del Ruth from story by 
Robert Lord. Featuring May McAvoy and 
Conrad Nagel, with cast including Myrna 
Loy and Andre Beranger. Previewed in 
projection room, Dec. 23. Running time 
60 minutes, . 





Moderate money picture for 
smaller houses and split weeks, but 
by no means suitable for large 
downtown theatres. 

Conrad Nagel photographs badly 
here. He leaves a poor impression, 
delivering with an expressionless 
countenance. 

Direction is faulty and results in 

















Now sailing to introduce 
in Europe the latest popu- 
lar dance originated by 
and named after them— 


THE 


KIRBY ; DeGAGE 


by the _ inimitable 
“Monk” Watson at the “Grand 
Riviera,” Detroit, last week 

Cali Sindelar, Artiste Cond. 
Kirby and DeGage will stage in 
Paris the two numbers created 
by them in California— 


“The Poppy Dream” 

A Fantastic Ballet, and 
“Glimpses of Chicago’s Gangland” 
| A unique presentation with authentic 


characterizations of Chicago’s 
underworld 


Featured 














BUDDY DOYLE 


Featured with 


Fanchon and Marco Ideas 

















5th YEAR 


MILTON 
SLOSSER 


ORGANIST 
Missouri Theatre, St. Louis, Mo. 

















Will Be Bigger and Better 
Daring 1928 


Just Signed for Tour 





West Coast Theatres, Inc. 
CLIFF (UKE IKE) EDWARDS 

















RENOFF : RENOVA 


HEADING EAST 


THANKING FANCHON and MARCO 
FOR RE-ENGAGEMENT and 42 WEEKS OF PLEASANT WORK 


Until January 15 
WEST COAST THEATRES 
Washington and Vermont Aves. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


EASTERN ADDRESS: 
108-31 Spirngfield Blvd. 
Queens Village, Long Island 


NEW YORK 
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Wednesday, December 28, 1927 


“THERE’S THE PICTURE | WANT 
TO SEE-JOHN GILBERT AND 
GRETA GARBO IN ‘LOVE’” 


(—yow ll hear that a lot in 1928!) 


SAY HAPPY NEW YEAR TO THE 
FOLKS WITH PICTURES 


Jart. 7th 
WM. HAINES m 
WEST POINT 
Jan. 14th 
GRETA GARBO 
in 
The DIVINE 
WOMAN 
Jan. 21st 


Karl DANE 
Geo. K. ARTHUR 


in BABY MINE 


Jan. 21st 
TIM McCOY @& 
LAW OF 
THE RANGE 
Jan. 23ch 
NORMA 
SHEARER tm 


PULLMAN 
PARTNERS 


Feb. 4th 
ROSE MARIE 


Feb. Ith 
Lew CODY 
Aileen PRINGLE 


in WICKEDNESS 
PREFERRED 


Feb. 18th 
LON CHANEY in 
THE BIG CITY 


Feb. 25th 
WM. HAINES in 
THE SMART SET 





VARIETY 


Re ne LSS a er _ 


a 


~ ~ 
~ sa hs ethige 


> 


- SA 2 
a ee 
BA kc te 


He sa WR ep ates 


METRO-Goldwyn-Mayet 
AS usual 

IS saying 

HAPPY New Year 
WITH pictures— 

“LOVE —“Student Prince’’- 
AND look what’s coming! 


Ring Out the Old! Ring in the New! 
Ring up the Cash Register with 


ETRO-GOLDWYN-MAYE 


~ J a ay . 
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M-G-M EXHIBITORS GREET THE 
MEW YEAR WITH PICTURES 


Mar. 3rd Mar. 24th 
KING VIDOR'S TIM McCOY in 
THE CROWD WYOMING 


ay hn Mar. 31st 
NOVARRO in ARMENTIERES 
FORBIDDEN 
HOURS want 
= Apr. 7th 
Mar. 17th LON CHANEY in 
MARION LAUGH, CLOWN, 
DAVIES in LAUGH 


THE PATSY see 


owe Apr. 14th 
Mar. 24th THE COSSACKS 
Marie DRESSLER starring 
Polly MORAN in ', JOHN GILBERT 
. SRINGING UP cae 
FATHER ; 
Ar r. 28th 


UNDER THE 
BLACK EAGLE 
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22 VARIETY 


SS 


@ rambling, loosely connected pi 
turization. 

Primarily the story is not inter- 
esting enough to carry the produ: 
tion. An insignificant incider 
served as the excuse for a series of 
situations which fall flat becaus« 
none is built up to gain attention 
Comedy dull and shows need of 
gag men, 

A happily married young 
according to the story, flirts 
an unknown young woman, leaving 


mat 


her with a lighter given him by his | 


wife. The unknown turns out to be 
the wife's school friend. 
Hundreds of feet of film devoted 


RUBE WOLF 








MIRTH OF A NATION 
Going Back to 
WARFIELD, San Francisco 


Jan, 14, Through Petition of 
fen Francisce “Wolf” Fans 


j}of the 
i 


|land in the 


walk back home 


with | 


} 
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to showing verbal arguments. Hub- 
leaves home in the early hours 
morning to keep a date with 
the girl. Wife follows with a music 
teacher and both couples finally 
same auto. The car is 
held up, and, following that, the 
master and the girl drive off 
iddenly, leaving the couple to 
in a rainstorm. 
had a chance if in- 


music 


Could have 


tended as a farce and handled 
properly Yori. 

Rayart western, featuring Tex Maynard. 
Directed .by Edward R. Gordon from a 
‘story by Arthur Hoerl. Cameraman Er- 
i nest Depew, In oe, ote Heim, Ruby 
Blaine, Charies O'Majle a 5 Anthony, 
Art Witting Rens Thane, minutes. 
At Stanley, New York, one By Dec 
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Fair to middling westerner. Some 
of the directorial detail is ragged 
and careless, but plot holds lots of 
action and that’s what they want in 
cowboy drama, 

The usual formula about crooks 
after the property of innocent peo- 
ple and blaming their own murders 
on others. Poetic justice dished 
out is ample to bring all the cul- 
prits to the reward of wrong doing 
in the movies. 

Tex Maynard (brother of Ken 
Maynard) is featured with “Ray- 
art's Rough Riders.” Tex is an up- 
tanding, nice-looking, go-getting 
prairie Galahad with the customary 
versatility in getting out of tough | 
corners, eluding sheriffs and such. 

Practically all exteriors with 
some shacks mean bankroll tap 
moderate, Result is okay. Photog- 
raphy good and* interest-provoking 
qualities reazonable. 


RANGER OF NORTH 


FBO production, directed by Jerome 
Storm. Starring Ranger, dog. Story by 
Ewart Adamson; photographed by Charles 


P. Boyle. At Arena, New York, one day 
Dec. 24, on double-feature bill. Running 
time, 45 minutes, 


Weak stuff. Just for kids. 
“Ranger,” dog, saves his pal from 
* 





———__— — ST — 


—————$—$—$— 





West Coast Motion Picture Directory of Players, 
Directors and Writers 





EMILE CHAUTARD © 


Now Playin 
PERE CHEVILLON 


in 
“THE SEVENTH HEAVEN” 
FOR FOX 


HOLLYWOOD 
Ox 6463 or Hollywood 3540 





JOHN F. 
GOODRICH 


2nd Year with 
Paramount- 





.» Famous-Lasky 





ELIZABETH PICKETT 


Director Fox Varieties 
Originals and Titles 
Editor of Features 





L. G. RIGBY 


SCENARIST 
NOW WITH M-G-M 
FREELANCING 


JOHNNIE GREY 


WH. 2132 





Titles by 
MALCOLM 
STUART 
BOYLAN 


FOX 


LORNA MOON 
“MR. WU” 


“AFTER MIDNIGHT” 
“THE LOVE WEB” (Page ring) 
1: 








IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE 
IN VARIETY 
DON’T ADVERTISE 








death several times and helps him 
secure hidden treasure for girl and 
her grandfather. This, despite 
three villains. 

Jerome Storm made this into 
overripe melodrama. Photography 
good and support fair. 

Much below the average “Ranger” 
picture. 


THE SLINGSHOT KID 


¥.B.0. production and release featuring 
Buss Barton. Story by John Twiet and 
Jean Dupont, directed by Louis King. On 
double bil) at so New York, Dec. 2%. 


“Red” .cocccscsccccccsccccceces BUSS Barton 

Be .tscéseese cocccccccccccce sc MTANE Rice 

Clem Windroas.....+++++++++-Buck Connors 

BamtR DOr cccccccceccccccccecess Jay Morley 

Betty..... PTITTTVILIL TTT Jeanne Morgan 

FPOPOM@AR, ce sceccesecsesssecces Arnold Gray 
* 





Buzz Barton is the 13-year-old 
kid eowboy offered as an ace bid for 
juvenile trade by F.B.O. Buzz is a 
bet and there’s showmanship in the 
decision to build around him. With 
Jackie Coogan pulling in his chin 
at a military school and Wesley 
Barry grown up, the screen is with- 
out another ‘boy star. Buzz may 
be it, 

“The Slingshot Kid” is a breezy, 

speedy, well produ¢ed and directed 
western detailing the experiences of 
Buzz and his adult side-kick, the 
walrus-mustached Frank Rice. They 
outthink, outgeneral, outride and 
outshoot a gang of ruffiians and 
ycattie rustlers led by a youth named 
Santa Fe Sullivan, played with a 
week’s growth of beard and a lot 
of venom by Jay Morley. 
However, improbable their luck 
and ingenuity, Buzz and Hank pro- 
vide what the western clientele de- 
sire—action and plenty ef it. 


SHORT FILMS 


Captain Kidd’s Kittens 


William Fox production, supervised by 
George @. Marshall, directed by Clyde 
Garruth. Juvenile cast includes Laon Ra- 
mon, Dick Good, Wayne Lafever, Albert 
Schaeffer, Leon Holmes and Jack McHugh. 
Photographed by Ben White, with titles by 
Alfred Loewenthal. In projection room. 
Running time, 13 minutes. 








Combination company of kids and 
animals getting over well on 
strength of juvenile appeal. ° 

The youngsters build an ark ac- 
cording to biblical specifications, 
disguising various domestic animals 
to represent wilder quarupeds. The 
disguised animals later create havoc 
by milling into the business section 
of the town, where they are mis- 
taken for the real thing. 

Some of the kids have acting abil- 
ity and some haven't, but all get by 
on the script. 


WEAF-WJZ DATA 











«Continued from page 1) 


“sponsored” programs; i. eé., 
mercial advertisers. 
Fifty American industries were 
N. B.C. radio advertisers. 

N. B..C. alone spent over $500,000 
for “sustaining” type of program to 
fill in the intervals. 

Wire service tolls in excess of 
$1,350,000. N. B. C. is the largest 
user of the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Co. phone wire service. 
Permanent specially constructed 
wire line facilities are 10,270 miles 
in length; on sptcial hook-ups as 
much as 20,000 miles of wire used 
on one night. 

Fifty statione are now affiliated 
with the N. B. C., only one of which 
is actually owned by the company, 
while WJZ, New York, and WRC, 
Washington, are owned by the 
Radio Corp. of America, but man- 


com - 





COAST NOTES 


-_——-———— 


«Continued from page 13) 


Cruze’s new P.D.C. film, has been 
changed to “Her Highness, Miss 
Jane.” Walter Lang directing. 
———s 


“Tragedy of Youth,” directed by 
King Baggot for Tiffany-Stahl. 
Patsy Ruth Miller and Buster Col- 
lier featured. 





Donald Reed, opposite Sally O’Nell 
in “The Mad Hour.” AMan Dwan 
directing for F. N. 





Wesley Ruggles, directing “Young 
Blood” for U. 





John Steppling, added to new 
Norma Shearer picture now in pro- 
duction, M-G. 





Jean Hersholt’s next picture for 
U will be “The Braggart,” written 
especially by Benjamin S. Cutler. 


Bodil 
Whip Woman.” F. N, 








John Boles for “We Americans.” 
U. Direction of Edward Sloman. 
In cast are George Lewis, Eddie 
Phillips and Daisy Belmore. 





Iris Stuart, one of the 1927 Wam- 
pas stars, has returned from New 
York after a long illness, to resume 
in pictures. 








Pauline Starke for ‘fallen An- 
gels.” U. 
Will M. Ritchey, formerly. title 


writer for Famous, now engaged to 
write scripts for Colum®ia Pictures 


| Corporation. ‘ - 





Title of Columbia's 14th produc- 
tion, “A Woman’s Way,” changed 
to “My Wife’s Relations.” 





Bernard Siegel and Owen Lee for 
“Laugh, Clown, Laugh.” 





Lee Shumway, 


Herbert Evans, Florence 





Rosing assigned to “The | 


Adrienne Dore, 
Gordon Elliott, Jacqueline on Win 
Wikx, 





a 
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Templar Saxe, Blanche Craig ang 
Katherine Wood in “Be vend London 
Lights,” for F. B. O., with Tom Ter- 
ris directing. 





Bess Meredyth writing the scx n- 
ario for Lajos Biros’ “Yellow Lily.’ 
which First National bought for 
Alexander Korda to direct with 
Billie Dove. 





Lupino Lane’s next for Edtica- 
tional, “Roamin‘ Romeo.” In sup- 
port, Wallace Lupino, Anita Gar in, 
Tom Whitely, Stanley Blystone. 





Margaret Livingston added to 
“The Mad Hour.” Joseph C. Boyle 
directing. F. N. principals are 
Sally O‘Neill, Donald Reed, Alice 


White and Larry Kent. 








In Preparation 
For FOX 


“HONOR 
BOUND” 


(WORKING TITLE) 
with 


GEORGE O’BRIEN 


An 


ALFRED E. GREEN 


Production 

















SREAAINS. RECORDS FOR WEST SOASTOTHEATRES 
MAKING RECORDS FOR VICTOR 


HORACE HEIDT 


AND HIS VICTOR RECORDING ORCHESTRA 
SREATEST MUSICAL ORGANIZATION EVER DEVELOPED ON 
* THE PACIFIC COAST 





























TAYLOR and LAKE 


CROONING HARMONISTS 


tth month for FANCHON and MARCO 
Featured in West Coast Theatres 


and Doing Very Nicely 





LOUISE 




















MERRY XMAS, EVERYBODY! 


FRANK STEVER 


BARITONE SOLOIST 
INDEFINITELY WITH FANCHON AND MARCO “IDEAS” 
AT SENATOR, SACRAMENTO 


Says 


























aged by the N. B. C. 














GETTING MORE POPULAR EVERY DAY 


FRANK 


“Handsome Funny Face” and His Band 
NOW—GRANADA, SAN FRANCISCO—SEVENTH BIG MONTH 


JENRKS 























idea! troupe for a run in presentation houses. 





Have been trained in Tap, Musical Comedy, Tiller 





Kicking, 


Presents His 


ANCING 


Toe, Spanish, 


OPEN FOR OFFERS AFTER JAN. 13 


Direction—LYONS and LYONS, Independent 


Keith—NAT SOBEL 


FRANK SMALL 


DANCING DEBUTANTES 
8 DACEER 
ASHING 


Songs—Dances—-Snappy Costumes—Good Looks! 


Playing Vaudeville—Picture Houses 
Carrying 8 Sets of Costumes—5 Sets of Scenery 


MOSQUE THEATRE, RICHMOND, VA., DEC. 26-JAN. 13 


ARLINGS 


Irish, Scotch, Hawaiian, 


AINTILY 
RESSED 


Jungle and other routines 
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POLI CIRCUIT OPERATED BY SHOOLMAN 
SYNDICATE, SAYS MAX SHOOLMAN 





Statement Regarding William Morris Booking Poli 
Houses Under New Direction Not Verified at 


Morris’ Office—Promoter States Keitb-Albee An-' 
nounced It Will Not Book Poli’s, After Transfer | 


—Taking Over Circuit in January 


At the William Morris Agency in 
New York yesterday no confirma- 
tion could be secured that any ar- 
rangement had been enter:d into 
with that agency and Max Shool- 
man to book the Poli Circuit with 
vaudeville after and if the Poli 
houses should pass to Shoolman. 
William Morris states he has no 
comment to mak, 

In the report below from Hart- 
ford of an interview with School- 
man by Variety's local correspond- 
ent and also reported as exclusive 
for this paper, the statement is 
made by Shoolman he has ar-anged 
to book with Morris should the 
Keith-Albee agency withdraw its 
bookings. Shollman said K-A had 
announced it would, upon the Poli 
theatres passing to him. 

It has been understood in New 
York that the Shoolman-Poli op- 
tion calls upon Shoolman to ad- 
vance about $4,000,000 upon taking 
over the option around Jan. 1, hav- 
ing made an advance deposit of 
$500,000. The remaining $18,000,000 
for the Poli $22,500,000 purchase will, 
it is. said, be represented by a first 
mortgage upon all of the Poli the- 
atre properties. Of the several the- 
atres in the Poli chain there re- 
main but $3,000,000 on mortgages 
against them, from accounts. This 
amount will be cleared off through 
that payment out of the four mil- 
lions to be passed at the transfer. 

It appears uncertain whether 
Boston or New York banking inter- 
ests are now behind Shoolman in 
the Poli transaction. The first half 
million deposit is reported ‘o have 
been advanced by a Boston banking 
firm. The New York banking house 
mentioned at present in connection 
is one of the most conservative 
downtown. Hitherto it has not been 
concerned in any theatrical proposi- 
tion. 





Shoolman’s Statement 
Hartford, Conn., Dec. 27. 

“We will take over the ownership 
and management of the Poli Cir- 
cuit early in January, probably 
within two or three weeks,” said 
Max Shoolman, of Boston. Mr. 
Shoolman is the head of the syn- 
dicate which contracted several 
weeks ago to purchase the Poli 
theatres for $22,500,000. 

Shoolman also said that, since 
the Keith-Albee Circuit had an- 
nounced it will not book the Poli 
Circuit after Mr. Poli relinquished 
it, the Shoolman syndicate has 
made arrangements to book acts for 
the theatres through thé William 
Morris Agency. 

Shoolman emphasized that this 
change in booking affiliations will 
not occur until the circuit had 
passed from S. Z. Poli’s ownership 
to the Shoolman organization. 

He said that no arrangements had 
been made for leasing the theatres 
to any of the theatrical organiza- 
tions and that * +: and his associates 
intend to operate the theatres. 

Staffs Retained 

Mr. Shoolman and all of the man- 
agers of the Poli theatres met 
Tuesday at a luncheon at the Hotei 
Taft in New Haven. At that time 
Shoolman said that he had called 
the meeting to reassure the present 
Poli organization and settled the 
unrest in the minds of the man- 
agers as to what their status would 
be after the change in ownership. 

He said that he realized that the 
success which Mr. Poli had enjoyed 
in the theatrical business was 
largely due to the splendid or- 
ganization with which he surround- 
ed himself. The new owners of the 
will, he explained, retain 
the Poli organization intact. He 
added that the policies which Mr. 
Poli has laid down will be con- 
tinued and that the theatres’ will 
continue to present vaudeville and 
Pictures, 

Shoolman said that announcement 
Would be forthcoming within a few 
days as to who would assume the 
general managership of the circuit 
after the transfer of ownership is 
completed. ‘ 

Policy Changes 


‘% 


DORIS McDONALD IS 





With Husband Robbed and 
Killed Montreal Taxi 
Driver 





Toronto, Dec. 27. 

Doris McDonald, also said to have 
been in the show business as Doris 
Malone, and her husband, George 
McDonald, have been sentenced to 
hang by the gallows March 23, for 
the murder of Adelarde Bouchard, 
Lachine taxi driver. 

The girl, married recently, stated 
that as Doris Malone she had 
worked as a picture extra at the 
First National and Tiffany studios 
on the Pacific Coast. Testimony 
disproved that she had been on the 
Tiffany lot. 

It is understood the girl, under 
either of the names given or an- 
other, has appeared upon the stage. 

She is one of the few women in 
Canada ever sentenced to hang and 
it is thought her sentence may be 
commuted. 

The McDonalds picked up the taxi 
driver in Montreal, ordering him to 
go to the suburbs. They first 
robbed, then murdered the driver, 
escaping and remaining undiscov- 
ered for a long while. They were 
finally located at Butte, Mont., and 
returned to Quebec. 


MURIEL KAYE MARRIES 


Jack Lenny, Husband, Stops Act’s 
Star From Flying 











Muriel Kaye, now on the Inter- 
state Circuit in Texas, married Jack 
Lenny, dancer in her act, Dec. 16 
in San Antonio. 

Miss Kaye had been fiying from 
town to town as a publicity stunt, 
handled by George Lait. 

Immediately Miss Kaye became 
Mrs. Lenny, the dancer is reported 
to have put the kibosh on the avia- 
tion stuff, saying he didn’t want his 
wife in the clouds. 





Theft at Claridge Hotel 


Stewart and Lash, vaude, suffered 
loss of clothing and effects valued 
at $500 when some unknown person 
entered their suites at the Hotel 
Claridge, New York, last week, 
while they were playing in Brook- 
lyn. 

Harry Lash reproted the robbery 
to the West 47th Street police sta- 
tion. 





ORPHEUM BOOSTS SCALE 
Los Angeles, Dec, 27. 
Hill Street, Orpheum’s local 


junior house, is inaugurating its 
winter policy this month by in- 
creasing evening prices from 50 to 


65 cents. This is the first theatre 
in town to inaugurate a winter 
policy. 


In the past the policy has been 





the same all year 'round. The in- 
crease is also effective Sunday 
matinees. 

Poll Circuit and Shoolman said 


Mr. Segal will continue in this pos!- 
tion after the circuit had changed 
hands. 

While he would not make a state- 
ment to that effect, it is understood 
that Shoolman and his associates 
are considering a change in policy 
at the Capitol, Hartford, and at 
least one other theatre on the cir- 
cult when they control the chain. 
It is said that these theatres will 
discontinue the present vaudefilm 
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SENTENCED TO HANG 





+ # 
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QUICK BLACK-OUT 


A new story had not 
traversed Broadway for two 
days before finding itself a 


black-out in “Delmar’s Revels” 
| at the Shubert, New York. 
It’s of a newly married cou- 
| ple with the groom waving the 
wedding certificate 
marking: 
| “It won't be wrong now.” 


and re- 











2-A-DAY THROUGH 
IN CINCINNATI 


Cincinnati, Dec, 27. 

The growing popularity of the 
presentation policy is causing 
changes in local theatres controlled 
by the Keith-Albee, Herris-Heid- 
ingsfeld and Libson interests that is 
expected to soon do away with two- 
a-day vaude here. 

With the opening of the new E. F. 
Albee, seating 4,000, with a presen- 
tation policy, the owners announce 
that Keith's long a link in the Keith 
chain, will be remodeled after the 
close of the present season, and that 
the house will reopen with the four- 
a-day film and vaude policy now at 
the Palace. ‘The Palace, in turn, 
will change to pictures. 

Some months ago, when informa- 
tion was first revealed about re- 
modeling of Keith's, it was predict- 
ed in Variety that the change would 
mark the passing of two-a-day in 
Cinsy. 


Circus People Are Well 
Remembered in Will 


Léndon, Dec. 14, 

By the will of Mrs. Amy Howes, 
of New York, of the circus firm, 
Howes & Cushing, many English 
variety artists will inherit her for- 
tune, left equally between all her 
relations, whose family name is Jee. 

Some of the chief beneficiaries are 
the Egbert Brothers (one of whom 
is the husband of Daisy Dormer); 
another brother is Bert Burnell 
(Jee), husband of May Henderson, 
the dusky comedienne; a nephew, 
Fred Evans, known on the halls and 
screen as “Pimple”; besides other 
branches of the family in the form 
of jugglers, gymnasts, etc, 

The sum is expected to run into 
hundreds of thousands of pounds. 














Girl Bands 


Demand by *vaudse bookers for 
girl bands has resulted in new fem 
turns being organized. 

Jeannette Adler with 10 girls 
opens Dec. 29 for Loew, while Will 
Mahoney is producing a band turn, 
with the King Sisters heading, The 
music is being supplied, however, 
by eight men. 

In rehearsal halls from three to 
five all-girl band units are rehears- 
ing. ‘ 


- 





MARION HARRIS’ COMM. 
Chicago, Dec. 27. 


William Morris agency has 
started action here to collect on a 
judgment granted against Marion 
Harris in New York on Dec. 12 for 
$1,411. Non-payment of commis- 
sion was charged. 

Miss Harris is playing here in 





“A Night in Spain” (legity. 

PAN VAUDE SWITCH 
Mayfair, Brooklyn, N. Y., has 
dropped vaude playing pictures 
only. Vaude is going in at the 


Kingsway, Brooklyn, instead. 

Both houses are of the A. H. 
Schwartz Circuit. Pantages, who 
booked the vaude at ths Mayfair, 
will book the Kingsway five acts on 
a& split week. 





“Sun-Up” as Act 
Los Angeles, Dec. ‘27. 


Luctile La Verne, from legit, 





| cuit this week. 


iss La Verne opened at the lo- | brothers. 





| 





| went to work for the Orpheum Cir- 
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FAIL T0 FIND BIGDRAW 


FOR BIG COST OF HEADLINERS 


Holding Down in Bookings for That Reason—Goes 
for Both Loew’s Vaude and Picture Houses— 
Publix-Loew Move Another Reason 





P. T. BARNUM’S ESTATE! 


| 


IS NOW $1,271,125 


Widow Died in June—Great 
Showman Died in 1891— 
Distribution of Rest 








Bridgeport, Conn., Dec. 27. 
Judge Frederic Bartlett. of the | 
Bridgeport Probate Court, has 


signed an order accepting the re-/| 
port of the Hartford (Conn.) Trust | 


Company on the estate of P. T.| 
Barnum, showman, who died in 
1891. 

The accounting report covered 
the pertod from April 1, last, to 


June 23, the latter the date of the 
death of Baroness D’Alexandry 
D'Orengiani, formerly Nancy Fish- 
Barnum, widow of Mr. Barnum. 

The portion of the estate in the 
hands of the bank was that set 
aside to provide an annunity of 
$40,000 for the baroness. 

Distribuiton of the $1,271,125 es- 
tate will be as fellows: WBstate of 
the late Caroline C. Thompson, 
daughter, one-third; Helen B. Ren- 
nell, granddaughter, one-sixth; 
heirs of Julia H. Clarke, grand- 
daughter, one-sixth; Clinton Bar- 
num Feeley, grandson, one-ninth; 
estate of Jessica B. Feeley Mar- 
shall, granddaughter, one-ninth, 
and estate of Herbert Barnum Fee- 
ley, grandson, one-ninth. 





DECEIT IN MARRIAGE 


Al Evans So Charged by 16-Year- 
Old Wife—Annulment Commenced 


Omaha, Dec. 27. 
Deceit is charged against Al 
Evans, master of ceremonies at the 
Publix Riviera here, by Katheryn 
Anderson-Evans, 16. 
Charge is contained in a suit for 
annulment started by the wife. 
Mrs. Evans married Sept. 15 at 
Glenwood, Ia., after knowing Evans 
for five weeks. She was then 15 
and lived at Council Bluffs, Ia. 








Raymond Klages Free; 
Hooking Up Again 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

Raymond W. Klages, songwriter, 
has been granted a final decree of 
divorce fr Wera Forbes (Klages), 
“Follies” mt, on grounds of de- 
sertion. 

May Tierney becomes the second 
Mrs. Klages in New York in mid- 
January. 


Wm. Kent Remarried 


William Kent, appearing in 
“Funny Face,” was recently married 
to Hazel McMillan. 

The comedian was divorced by 
Elsie Shaw-Kent in Chicage in Oc- 
tober, and Kent's marriage is be- 
lieved to have _ followed shortly 
after. 

The former Mrs. Kent is now Mrs. 
Charles Morrison, the vaude agent. 


Pan Takes Ruth 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Ruth Elder has been definitely 
set by Alexander Pantages to heaa 
the vaude bill for his local house 
Jan. 23. 
The girl flyer will follow two 
weeks of “Seventh Heaven” (Fox), 
which goes on the screen Jan. 9. 








FIVE MORE MICH. HOUSES 


Chicago, Dec. 29. 


Billy Diamond, of the Gus Sun 
office, has added houses in Iron 
River, Menominee, Escanaba, Mar- 
quette and Iron Mountain to th: 
| Sun office’s Michigan time 

He is also handling the Granad 
theatre, St. Louis, for Skouras 

Other new houses on 


cal Orpheum with a condensed ver- | Diamond’s books are the Tiffin, Crys- 


Louls M. Segal is at the present! programs and assume picture pres-| sion of “Sun-Up,” with which she 
time the general manager of the’ entations. 


appeared here for 2 weeks. 


lip and Manor theatres, all of th 


Lynch Chicago circuit. 





The Loew circuit is reported off 


further bookings of costly head- 


liners for both its vaudeville and 


picture houses. It is a move not so 
much for conservation on the cost 
of the Loew bills but because of 
the failure of some big acts to prove 
their draw. Salaries have been paid 
some of them in excess of their 
worth at the gate. 

In the case of the picture house 
headliners, this too has applied. The 
impending joint Publix-Loew pro- 
ducing and operating arrangement 
of unit presentations is another con- 
tributory element. On the vaude 
end, the lack of draw is the prime 


reason. 
The trend is for more comedy 
sets and agents who found their’ 


big salary getting acts cancelled 
were given first preference to sub- 
stitute comedy turns in the spots. 

It is said one agency had guar- 
entee arrangements with a num- 
ber of its big acts and may have 
to take a loss through the Loew 
outlet closing up. 


Fields’ Minstrels Disband, 
After 41 Yrs. on Road 


Cleveland, Dec. 27. 

After trouping for 41 years Al G. 
Fields’ minstrels closed at Wilming- 
ton, O., yesterday and disbanded. 

Fields headquartered in Cleve- 
land. For two. generations it was 
popular in the south. 

Of the one-time famous burnt- 
cork organizations Fields’ was the 
survivor. Primrose and West, Lew 
Dockstader and the others went 
west years ago, after giving up 
trouping. The only minstrel shows 
remaining are those of ‘Lasses 
White and Frank Van Armin, both 
of a newer school. 

Al G, Fields died about two years 
ago. 











Milton Wallace Careless; 
Wife Seeking Divorce 


Rose Geist Wallace and Milton 
Wallace, heading a vaudeville 


Sketch act and for six years with 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” have agreed to 
disagree by divorce. Mrs. Wallace 
mentions 732 West End avenue and 
the Hotel Arlington among other 
divers places, times and women, as 
the specific scenes of indiscretion. 

The Wallaces, married Oct. 10, 
1926, have no children. A previous 
separation suit by the wife was dis- 
continued with the evidence for the 
divorce. 

Kendler & Goldstein 
Mrs. Wallace, 


represent 





Nabbed for Alimony 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 
George Vincent Williams (George 


Ward), was arrested while playing 
the Rialto theatre here last week 


on a writ of neexeat filed by his 
wife, Sophie Williams. The couple 
were divorced in 1923, Williams 


agreeing to pay $25 toward the sup- 
port of wife and child, the latter 
now eight years old. 

Williams was released in $1,000 
bond pending settlement promised 
out of court. 
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MILES MUST FURNISH $50,000 TO 
REOPEN REGENT--OWES $29,000 TAX 





House Seized by Government for Past Due Taxes— 
Judgment for Repossession Is Stopped by In- 
junction—House Leased to London Bros. 





Detroit, Dec. 27. 

The Miles-Regent Company must 
furnish the government with a bond 
of $50,000 in connection with the 
litigation started in the circuit court, 
through which the government seiz- 
for an income tax 
balance of $29,000 owed for four or 
five years. 

It's a C. H. Miles theatre prop- 
erty, under lease to London Broth- 
ers. It was operated by Miles for 
some years. 

The Miles Co., following the seiz- 
ure which closed the theatre, ob- 
tained a judgment of repossession 
for the Regent, but Judge Webster 
granted an injunction restraining 
the Regent Co. from enforcing the 
judgment. 


Eddie Sullivan Stricken 


Toronto, Dec. 27. 

Edward J. Sullivan who came up 
from New York to open the Regent 
for United Artists under rental 
from Famous Players Canadian suf- 
fered qa stroke shortly after arrival 
and was taken to St. Michaels Hos- 
pital. It is on his right side. 
Although in no danger his present 
condition is not improved. 

James F. Sullivan (no relation), 
publicity man for U. A., is tempo- 
rarily holding down the job with 
“The Gaucho” current. 

Plans are to keep, the house go- 
ing as long as possible, no definite 
time being set on the rental agree- 
ment. The Fairbanks picture is 
expected to do three weexs followed 


by “Serrell and Son,” then Chaplin's 
“The Circus.” 


Scaled at $1 top. 
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PROCTOR’S 86TH ST. 
FORCED INTO 2-A-DAY 


Proctor’s new 86th Street, New 
York, changed from a grind to two- 
a-day this week. 

Too Heavy opposition from Loew's 
Orpheum, a few blocks away, and 
no attendance at the supper shows 
precipitated the change. 

Business has been generally off 
in the Proctor neighborhood be- 
cause of Loew’s. strong bills and 
pictures. 

The Proctor house opened early 
this season as two-a-day, shortly 
changing to three, 








Florentine Choir Loses 
Support of Catholics 


San Francisco, Dec. 27. 

In the newspaper space adver- 
tising the current Orpheum bill, the 
Florentine Choir, direct frm its 
sensational flop on the Pacific coast, 
is billed as “The Super- Headliners 
of All Times.” 

The choir recently appeared here 
in concert at the Civic Auditorium, 
after giving a free morning concert 
at City Hall, and failed to attract 
any great interest. 

Backing of the Catholic clergy has 
been withdrawn as the choir is said 
not to be identified with the Church 
of Rome. 





LEAVE HOTEL FOR PICTURES 


After four weeks at the Addison 
Hotel, Detroit, Adler, Weil and 
Herman have returned to picture 
houses. 

They opened last week at the 
Rockford, Rockford, Ill., playing a 
full week in a split-week house. 








RENTS IN BLACK BELT 


Beveral white producers are 
reading the script of a new 
piece, “The Flat Below,” which 
deals with the high rents in 
the Harlem black belt, New 


York. 
. , 


MAUD RYAN CHEATS M. D.’S 


And Returns to Vaude with Elsie 
Douglas of Musical Comedy 

















Maude Ryan, of Times Square, 
and Elsie Douglas, of musical 
comedy, are now a “sister act” in 
vaudeville. 

Miss Ryan but recently recov- 
ered from an iliness holding her in 
a hospital for a couple of weeks. 
But the surgeons couldn’t cut out 
her sense of humor. 


Crippled Children’s Show 
Urbana, Ill., Dec. 27. 
A. B. Smith, manager of the 





Orpheum, local waude house, re- 
neged on his tie-up with the Cham- 
paign “News-Gazette” to give a 


Xmas benefit for crippled children, 


after the newspaper had plugged 
the event and several hundred 
tickets had been distributed. Re- 
turns were made as far as possible. 
The hitch came when Smith 
backed down on guaranteeing $215 
for gifts for the 350 children, whose 
names had been supplied by the 
Welfare Society of the town. The 
box-office guarantee was to come 
from a 25 per cent. allowance upon 
all tickets sold through coupons 
appearing in the “News-Gazette.” 
The paper, when it discovered 
Smith’s run-out, warned its readers 
that any money paid for the benefit 
matinee would only go to the 
theatre. 


Pat O’Malley, Single 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Pat O’Malley is leaving the screen 
as an actor to go into vaude on the 
Pantages Circuit. . O’Mailey will do 
@ monolog. He opens at Long 
Beach Jan. 1. 

William Rowland of Lyons and 
Lyons made the booking. 
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‘VE HAD ALOT OF LAUGHS,” SAID 
PERCY BRONSON, KISSES WIFE, DIES 








ED LOWRY’S DAILY 
COLUMN IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Dec. 27. 

Ed Lowry, whose success as a 
master of ceremonies and pleasing 
entertainer at the Ambassador is 
the talk of the town and its suburbs, 
is one of the few actors one can 
count on a couple of fingers with a 
daily column in a great metropoli- 
tan daily newspaper. For three 
months or so Ed has had a daily 


column in the St. Louis “Times,” 
consisting of snappy paragraphs 
culled from the news of the day. He 
jots down the paragraphs on the 
typewriter in his dressing room at 
the Ambassador. They are deliv- 
ered to the “Times” late every night, 
and always “make” the first edition. 
They are becoming the wisest- 
cracking paragraphs published in 
St. Louis. As an example, the day 
after Lindbergh landed in Mexico 
the column, headed daily “Ed Lowry 
Muses,” remarked that Lindy’s 
plane had made millions of revolu- 
tions before it got to Mexico, but 
the Mexicans were still millions of 
revolutions ahead of it. 





Tom Bashaw’s Pet 


Since its inception the Lowry col- 
umn has been the especial charge 
and pet of Tom Bashaw, the execu- 
tive news editor of the “Times’— 
and thereby hangs a tale. One 
morning recently there was no 
Lowry column when Bashaw went 
down to the composing room to 
superintend the makeup of the first 
edition. He got a notion that to go 
to press without-it might engender 
all sorts of a rumpus—not to forget 
the fact that Lowry might miss a 
show if he got a copy of the “Times” 
and failed to find his column. It 
was too early to awaken Lowry— 
probably. 

A hurried phone call to the officés 
of the Skouras Brothers’ Ambassa- 
dor found Reeves Espy’s charming 
young lady secretary on the job. 

Yes—surely—certainly—absotively 
—she had given the Lowry column 
to the usual usher late the evening 
before \,ith instructions to take it 
over to the “Times” switchboard 
and leave it for Mr. Bashaw to col- 
lect as usual. But the switchboard 
operator hadn’t seen it. The usher 
was routed out at his home. He still 
had the column in his pocket. A 
taxi to the ‘Times” office just bare- 
ly made the first edition. 

“Columi. must be ‘gettin’ better,” 
mused Lowry when told of the near- 
catastrophe “when an usher takes 
it home first to read it to his folks.” 





SISSLE’S M. C. OFFER 


Noble Sissle, colored, now in Lon- 
don, has an offer to return here 
after Christmas, to become master 
of ceremonies at the new colored 
Balaban & Katz house in Chicago. 

The Chicago proposition is a 10- 
week guarantee, starting Jan. 8. 


WITH JOE COOK’S SHOW 


Russell Markert’s 16 American 
Rockets from vaude have been en- 
gaged by Jones & Green for “Rain 
Or Shine,” the musical starring Joe 
Cook. 

Dave Chasen has rejoined Cook 
for the musical. 





MABEL TALIAFERRO’S SPLIT 

Mabel Taliaferro started a new 
vaude fling Dec. 26 at Loew’s Grand 
with the last half at Loew’s Hill- 
side, Jamaica. 





Nazimova Resumes 


Nazimova has recovered from re- 
cent illness and resumed her vaude 


Circuit this week. 





Reine Riano With “G, V. F” 
Reine Riano, now in vaud, is go- 
ing with the new “Greenwich Vil- 











lage Follies.” 


tour in “India” on the Keith-Albee | 
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Appeared 3 Days Before Death at Theatre—Married 
Stage Partner, Florence Kern, Four Days Previ-. 
ously at White Plains—“Walking” Pneumonia 


a 





“Well, hoye, I've had a lot af 
laughs anyhow,” eaid Percy Bronson 
to a group of friends around his 
bedside. 

Then calling his wife, Mr. Bron- 
son embraced her and died. 

That was on Dec. 21 in the Bron- 
son suite at the Hotel Somerset, 
New York, just three days after 
Bronson had appeared for one day 
(Sunday) at Hurtig & Seamon’s, 
and four days after he had married, 
on, Dec. 17, his stage partner af 
three weeks, Florence Kern, at 
White Plains, N. Y. 

Physicians said he had “walking” 
peneumonia. 

The deceased had been booked for 
the Sunday by the Keith-Albee 
office, 

Mrs. Bronson says her husband 
wanted to cancel the H. & S. date 
as he did not feel capable of filling 
it. The booking office people, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Bronson, said the 
one-day bill had been built around 
Bronson and his withdrawal woulii 
ruin the show. 

At the theatre on the Sunday 
Bronson pulled himself together and 
friends say gave one of the best 
performances they had ever seen. 
The effort appeared to bring on an 
aggravated case of pluro-pneu~- 
monia, sending him to bed, with 
death shortly following. 

Mr. Bronson’s first wife was 
Winnie Baldwin (Bronson and Bald- 
win). Miss Baldwin secured a dl- 
vorce about three years ago. 

An obituary notice on 
Bronson is in this issue. 


$300 B. O. Robbery 


Chicago, Dec, 27. 

Approximately $300 in cash was 
taken from the boxoffice of ths 
Academy theatre, Dec. 22. A naitily 
attired young gunman exhibited a 
rusted pistol to the cashier. Mra, 
Pearl Inch. 

By the time Mrs. Inch had at~ 
tracted the dorman’s attention the 
bandit bad made his escape. 


Percy 





BE. EB. Crowe, temporary house. 


manager, was in his office at the 
time. He stated the loss was cov~ 
ered by insurance. The robbery took 
place in the evening. 
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Booked Solid 


Billy HIBBITT 
HARTMAN 


im “Before and After’ 





Miss Marie Hartman 
World’s Champion 
Comedienne 
First Selection for the 
All-American Comedy Stars 


Trainer 


BILLY HIBBITT 


Happy New Year 


HIBBITT and HARTMAN 


Thie Week (Dec. 19) 
Sist St. and Franklin, N. Y. 
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Tt cuan noses LOEW'S FLOOR NO HAVEN FOR 


ANY K-A’S UNDESIRED AGENTS 


Reports of Let-Outs in Keith-Albee List—Only Two 


| or Three K-A Agents Loew’s Would Consider— 
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ORPHEUM ADDS FEATURE FILM T0 
TWICE DAILY HOUSE; 7-ACT BILL 


| 
| 


Trying Idea in Frisco—If Gross Jumps Due for L. A. | 
and Palace, Chi—K-A Watching and May Adopt 
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Both Leaving Sun Agency Jan. 
1—New Booking Office 
Financed by U 















































a al - " William N. Stephens leaves the) = 
Similar Two-Daily Policy Gus Sun Agency, New York, Jan. 1, No Increase in Present List 
to establish the Chain Vaudeville . 
Agency. It will be an exclusive + -- 
booking office for the Universal | 
San Francieco, Dec. 27. ture calls for the show opening| Film Corporation chain theatres | Possible Keith-Albee pute 
Early in January the Orpheum — = gee ey ar hay 1:30 | throughout the country. In Memoriam that have been awaiting the 
eac ay, e m to again be run The new agency will start with > - . & Iirphe 
Circuit will change policy on the at the conclusion of the seven acts. |20 Universal nearer Ml sine atk tes Se | axe through the K-A Orpheum 
Orpheum here by adding a feature formerly booked by Stephens out of Under a photograph hang- ;merger and figuring to swing to the 
picture to a seven-act vaude Dill. Riviera’s Split Weeks the Sun Agency. The other 11|] ing in the office of a vaude || Loew Circuit are out of luck, ac- 
In the past this house has been Chicago, Dec. 27. houses are now being booked by | revue producer appears the | cording to executives of the latter 
playing eight and nine acts weekly.| After unsuccessfully experiment-|Keith-Albee Association, and Bert| | caption: oii ; heie wah be 
The Orpheum is trying to see ing with a reserved seat policy to! Levey. “Sacred to the memory of empleo who reagent —eny Pg : ae 
what aid it can get through the/ delay complete flopping, Orpheum’s | Stephens is at work on a plan| | A Good Act—Executed by the | increase in the present list of Loew 
addition of a film feature to a two- | Riviera, north side vaude-film house, | whereby the’ entire List will eventu- | { Booking Offices, 1927.” en _ a siti : 
a-day vaudeville bill. If the picture! will split its weeks from now on.lally come into the Chain Agency } | ' =< peng ' ctr val ar soni = 
thing increases receipts it is planned| ‘The Riviera plays five acts and a|The latter will be financed by| port, Drange I igs stone. % mi 
to extend the policy to the Or-/ feature and had been operating full| Universal with Stephens as general | PAN MAY TAKE OVER Saanhei 7 “mibatehe that e 4 
pheum, Los Angeles, and to the| weeks until the drop in trade be- | booking manager. | FE mredny 0 nc KA aies ~ded 
Palace, Chicago, each two-a-day gan. Two weeks.ago it decided on Prior to joining the Sun Agency, | oe tn eeahes hn athe ' Pea pb my 
houses on the circuit. It is un-|a reserved plan, but this failed to | Stephens had booked many of the | ORPHEUMS IN SOUTH 3: . l roy < o a - ain ' ae re 
derstood that Keith-Albee is watch- | help. Saiversnt hedsen bet baa base hese ines are iat i ve agen 
, : 8, i enaiosieatin jeannot make good for K-A they 
ing the experiment and may also casting about for an agency af- lean’t do it for Loew 
wor noe sreval te deak ever toe Heal d filiation with holdings that would Los Angeles, Dec. 27. |" unsere ‘te everal K A agent 
of Chicago should it get over here. ca y Act Stoppe ; serve as jump breakers on the Alexander Pantages, his son, Rod- Te oer a. —= = agen 
The plan in using the feature pie- Scene Paid Off ah A joe ike! |the Loew bookers approve of are 











‘HERB’ WILLIAMS 


“BIG TIME” 


Reminiscences 











This Week Fourteen Years Ago 
Keith’s, Indianapolis 


WENTWORTH aad VESTA 
HAL and FRANCIS 
NORTON and NICHOLSON 
BARNEY GILMORE 

5. KATHLEEN CLIFFORD 
ORFORD'S ELEPHANTS 

»- “HERB” WHLtSAMS and 


WOLFU: 
HERBERT GERMAINE TRIO 
This Week Eight Years Ago 
Bushwick, Brooklyn 


(Two a Day—Full Week) 


THE NOLANS 





1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 


Ss 
8. WHITING and BURT 
%. “GEMS OF ART” 


This Week Six Years Ago 


Hippodrome, Cleveland 
(Two a Day) 

WILLIE HALE and BRO. 

LA VIER 


HACKETT and DELMAR 

FRANK CONROY and 
BOB YATES 

DOYLE and CAVANAUGH 

JULIET 

PATRICOLA 

“HERB” WILLIAMS aad 


WOLFUS 
ALF. LOYAL’S DOGS 
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The “flash” act produced by Ted 
and Betty Healy, headed by Betty, 
was shelved soon after it had re- 
hearsed and got started. 

It is believed that the Healy act 
was unable to get the mone? asked. 

It had around 30 people under con- 
tract with a fem chorus. They 
were given notice and paid off in 
full. 

Betty Jeit for Chicago to join 
Ted, whose show is playing that 
section. 





Kramer and Boyle in 2 Acts 

Kramer and Boyle will tour in 
vaudeville with the S. 8S. “Levia- 
than” orchestra, 

The team does one act and dou- 
bles into the band act, jointly 
routed. 


| TINSEL 
METAL CLOTH 


FOR DROPS 


36 in. wide at 75c a yd. and up 


A full line of gold and silver bro- 
cades, metal cloths, gold and silver 
trimmings, rhinestones, spangles, 
tights, opera hose, etc., etc., for stage 
costumes. Samples upon request. 


J. J. Wyle & Bros., Inc. 


(Successors te Siegman & Weil) 
18-20 East 27th Street 
NEW YORK 
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Mixed policies of the Universal | 
houses, some plaving straight vau’e| 
and others presentation features, 
bas made the booking situation a 
tough problem. When the new 
agency begins functioning all the 
houses will play vaude shows and 
with the shows rotating as units. 


Loew's Chi Office Booking 
Fox’s 6 Ascher Houses 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

Loew's western office (Johnny 
Jones) has acquired booking of the 
six Ascher Bros. houses, now con- 
trolled by Fox. The six are the 
Sheridan, Commercial, Portage 
Park, Crown, Midwest and Termi- 
nal, all in Chicago. Sheridan is a 
full-week picture - presentation 
stand, the rest play vaude for one, 
two or three days a week besides 
pictures, 

While the Aschers operated the 
circuit was booked by Harry Beau- 
mont, who has since entered the 
production business with Louis 
Newhafer, also formerly with 
Aschers as general manager, and 
Leroy Prinz. 

The Fox dates add about two 
weeks to the Loew books. 


NEW ACTS 


Jerry and Betty Brown have, 
shelved their former vaude act for 
a new one, “The Elopement,” by 
Paul Gerard Smith. 

Bertie Fitzgibbon, daughter of 
Bert Fitzgibbon, and Ed Burke, 2- 
act. 














ney, and Marcus Heiman, retiring 


president of the Orpheum Circuit, 
will meet in New Orleans Jan. 10 
according to report here. 


The purpose of the meeting is said 
to be a consummation of a deal 
whereby Pantages will take over 
the Orpheum houses in New Orleans 
and Memphis, bad towns for the 
Orpheum. 


Old Timers Give 
Special Xmas Day 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 


“The Troupers” and their wom- 
en’s auxiliary, local organization of 
old timers for over 25 years, staged 
a Christmas dinner and revival at 
the old M. P. D. A. club house last 
Monday. 

The dinner was arranged by 
James Gordon, the club’s president, 
to afford the actors about Holly- 
wood out of work a day of enter- 
tainment. 

Membership numbers 248. It in- 
cludes Frank Beall, Monte Collins, 
William Courtright, Knute Frick- 
gon, Charles French, Barney Gil- 
more, James Gordon, Edward Kim- 
ball, Harry Lonsddle, Bobby Mack, 
Dan Mason,*James Marcus, Charles 
McHugh, Burr McelIntosh, James 
Neill, William A. Orlamond, Car! 
Stockdale, Josef Swickard, Howard 
Truesdell, William Turners, Bank 
Winters. 





Ferenc Molnar and Gilbert Miller, 
in Washington, were presented to 
President Coolidge by Count Szech- 
envi, Minister of Hungary. 


|ready to swing over ti Loew is also 
|scouted by Schenck. He states that 
|maybe two or three high powered 
K-A agents whom the Loew Cir- 
cult would accept if they left the 
K-A organization 





MADDOCK ALLEGES LOAN 

Charles B. Maddock is sulng Harry 
and Joyce Lando of Joyce Lando 
and Co. (vaudeville) for $1,539 on 
@ loan. 

The Landos contend that the 
agent and they were in partnership 
in the production of their act, to 
which Maddock responds that he 
was never rendered an accounting. 








The Comedy Sensation 


DAYTON 


RANCY 


‘KALAMBOOR’ 


By FRANK ORTH 
Next to closing on any bill 
Keith-Albee Circuit 



































ANOTHER HARRY ROGERS 


SUCCESS 
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NEXT WEEK, STATE LAKE, CHICAGO 
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~~. INSIDE STUFF 





Several independent vaude bookere trying to stimulate business by 
Inetalling Sunday concert shows in nearby houses on a percentage basis 
bave been taking the financial slap heavy for the past four weeks. De- 
spite poor business the houses bettered expenses on their 50-50 split on 
the gross with the bookers left holding the bag for salaries for the acts, 
im addition to splits on advertising and other promotion work which 
they did at their own expense, 

The bookers involved tried a similar stunt with out of town stands 
pome time ago and got away to profit through Nning up cheap bills and 
pending them in with good pictures. The combination was profitable, 
with the houses declaring the percentage arrangement out, 

In the present hook-up the bookers are supplying both vaudeville and 
pictures, but through inability to get draw stuff in the picture division 
bave had to spend money on the vaude card. 





“Letters From the Lovelorn” as a skit was played for a week in “Bare 
Facts,” the downtown semi-amateur revue, through permission of 
Margaret Campbell Goodman, its author, The skit may be turned 
imto a vaude comedy sketch. 





Publix no-tip service works the same back-stage as it does in the 
front of the house. Stories from the dressing rooms say that when 
anyone there asks for anything, in the theatre or necessary to send out 
for it, immediate service is given by page boys, who are extremely 
eourteous. They decline tips, saying, “Thanks, but we are not allowed 
to take anything.” 

Show people from the legit, especially musical comedy, and vaudeville 
who also play the picture houses are very strong in their praise of the 
back-stage management of the film theatres, 
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Marcus Loew 
BOOKING AGENCY 


General &xecutive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANN E X 


160 WEST 46"ST: 
BRYANT: 9850~NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN- 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
—_——aee eee 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 
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Padden Out? 


Prolonged leave of absence of 
larry Padden, chief booker of the 
Amalgamated Vaudeville Circuit, 
has eireuvlated rumors that Padden 
will not return to his former post 
and that a successor will be ap- 
pointed Jan. 1. Amalgamated is 
non-committal on verification. 

Padden, handling Amalgamated’s 
books for a number of years, was 
originally reported on a two weeks’ 
leave of absence because of poor 
tealth, but has been away six 
weeks. Bud Irwin has been handling 
the books. 


AGENCIES ADJUSTING 

Lou Irwin, Inc., and Lyons & 
Lyons, Inc., are adjusting their 
claims on the exclusive representa- 
tion of Teddy Walters and Roy El- 
lis, the dance team in Harry Del- 
mar’s “Revels.” Irwin claims the 
act first and Lyons now holds it 
through later acquisition. 

Goldie & Gumm were consulted by 
irwin, and the likelihood is Lyons 
& Lyons will pay off Irwin in a 
lump sum. Lyons offered a joint 
booking on an equal split. 


$1,000,000 From Talkers 


(Continued from page 1) 
antees the A. 8. C. A. P. $100,000 
during the first year of the new 
contract, $150,000 the second year, 
and graduating upwards for the 
last three years. 

It is in this latter period that a 
vast development of “canned” film 
music is anticipated, hence the 
prospects of larger royalty returns 
for the wse of the copyrighted 
music, 

Movietone is confining itself to 
news reels and aside from the oc- 
casional march themes used in 
street parades, or “shots” of com- 
munity sings, the bulk of the in- 
come from this source will come 
from Vitaphone. 


NIGHT CLUBS’ BUMP 


(Continued from page 1) 
Year's eve seems to be more and 
more the thing for the advent of 
Baby 1928. The midtown west side 
element as well as the fashionable 
east side are planning a series of 
caravan parties, with the wander- 
ing stews that pass pass out at 
dawn the order. 

The spending mob, i. e, normally 
nite club supporters, seem to be 
passing up the cafes more than ever 
this year. Schedules of from six 





























ACME BOOKING OFFICES, INC. 
Booking All Theatres Controlled by 


STANLEY COMPANY OF AMERICA 


A route ef 10 weeks within 90 miles of New York 
Artiste Invited to book direct 


J. J. McKEON, Pres. 








1560 Broadway New York City 











BERT LEVEY CIRCUIT 

















to nine house parties for New 
Year’s eve face the rounders and 
all at the homes of people who gen- 
erally spend more than their eve- 
nings on Broadway. 

Meantime the boys in the take 
joints are hoping—for $15 to $30 
per person for the holiday eve sup- 
pers, 


BOOZE AIR ADS 


(Continuei from page 1) 
CFGW, and a slogan to fit them, 
“Canada’s Finest, GooderLam and 
Worts.” 

While liquors of al) kinds are sold 
throughout Canada, restrictions are 
placed on advertising in certain 
provinces, Among these is Ontario 
and if the G and W station were 
here, it coulé only announce itself 
as makers of Canadi:.n and bottlers 








Sow Yosh OF VAUDEVILLE THEATRES of Scotch whiskey. 
m. Main Office: Chicage Who wants more? 
ALOAZAR THEATRE BUILDING Woods Profits from Iquor in four months 
. WW. 472th Bt, 8AN FRANCISCO Ballding of sale in the Province of Ontario 
Bans. City Petvets Beattle L, Angeles Denver | Dallag | exceeded $3,000,000, giving the pro- 
= | a re me | her Om | Sie 'vinctal government a surplus for 
the first time since the war. 


THEATRES PROPOSED 


Allentown, Pa.—(700 seats) 10th and Hamilton streets, Owner with« 
held, Architects, Thalheimer and Weitz. Pictures. 
Ambler, Pa.—(1,200 seats) ‘also stores) Butler and Poplar avenues, 
Owner, witheld. Architect, Wm. E. Snaman, Pittsburgh. Pictures. 
Ambridger, Pa—(also stores) N. E. corner Merchant and 7th stree 
Owner, Ambridge Amusement Co, Architect, Solomon Kaplan, Phila« 
delphia. Policy not given. 
Anderson, ind.—(Also hotel) $700,000. N. E. corner 12th and Meridian 
streets. Owner, company forming care C. G. Wolf, Wheeling, Ww. Va. 
Architect, A. M. Strauss, Fort Wayne, Ind. Policy not given. 
Champaign, Ill.—(Addition) $30,000, Owner, Park Theatre Corp. 
Architects, Berger & Kelley. Policy not given. 


Cincinnati—(Also stores) $60,000. Beechmont avenue. 
Bernstein. Architect, Finley Brooke, Policy not given. 

Detroit.—(Also offices, garage) W. Grand boulevard, 24 boulevard and 
Lathrop avenue. Owner, New Center Development Co, Architect, Al- 
bert Kahn, Incorporated, Policy not given. * 

Endicott, N. Y.—(Also stores) Washington avenue. 
Rourke, Binghamton, N, Y. Architect, C. 
Pictures. 

Kansas City, Mo—(Also hotel) $1,500,000. 
Main. Owner, Coronado Hotel and Theatre Co. 
De Foe. Policy not given. 

Pana, Ill.—(Also stores) $100,000, 
A. Clausen, Decatur, Ill. Pictures. 
Perth Amboy, N. J.—$300,000. 
Prudential Realty Co, 

not given. 

Port Jefferson, N. Y¥.—(Alterations), Owner, Michae] Glynne, Pat- 
chogue, N. Y. Architect, Paul Ruehl, N, Y. C. Policy not given. 

Williamsport, Pa—(2,700 seats) 222 W. 4th. street. Owner, Comer~ 
ford Amusement Co,, Scranton, Pa, Architect, not given. Pictures. 





Owner, Nathan 


Owner, Thomas 
E. Vosbury, Binghamton, 


N. W. corner 334 and 
Architects, Besceke @ 


Owner, H. Tanner, Architect, Swan 


Smith and Jefferson streets, Owner, 
Architect, Wm. B. Lehman, Newark, N. J. Policy 




















FORMERLY WITH KEITH-ALBEE CIRCUIT 


. R. SAMUELS 


Representing Artists for Bookings in Vaudeville, 
Picture Theatres, Legitimate and All Independent Time 


CAN BOOK YOU FOR IMMEDIATE 
ENGAGEMENTS EVERYWHERE 


I. R. SAMUELS, Inc. 


Bryant 0554 Suite913 1560 B’way, New York 

















A VAUDEVILLE AGENCY WHICH PRODUCES MORE THAN IT PROMISES | 
CONSISTENT, EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1913 


The Fally Markus Vaudeville Agency 


Astor Theatre Bldg., N. W. Cor. 45th St. and 
Lackawanna 7876 New York City 


roadway 





ACKERMAN & HARRIS 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 


THIRD FLOOR, PHELAN BLDG. 
MARKET, GRANT and O’FARRELL STREETS SAN FRANCI8CG 


ELLA HERBERT WESTON, Booking Manager 


LOB ANGELEBS—63¢ CONSOLIDATED BLDG. 








MAX «action LANDAU 


CAN ALWAYS USE GOOD ACTS 








WOODS THEATRE BLDG, 


CHICAGO 
MARCUS GLASER, Associate 
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AN INSTITUTION IN THE AMERICAN THEATRE 


JULIAN ELTING 


PREMIER IMPERSONATOR OF THE FAIR SEX 
IN THE BEST ACT OF HIS CAREER 


KEITH-ALBEE TOUR NOW (NINTH WEEK) DAVIS THEATRE, PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Direction HARRY WEBER 
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ACTS’ PROPS BURNED 


$20,000 Fire At American, Alliance, 
Ohio—House Closed 


Alliance, O., Dec. 27. 
Wardrobes belong - 
ing to Mack and Leonard. Stewart 








and scenery 


and Phillips, and Billy Clifford were | 


ruined when fire, started by a gas 
stove, broke 
American theatre. 

Damage to theatre and properties 
is estimated at $20,000. 

The house is dark. It plays pic- 
tures- presentations. 


out backstage in the 








HARRY HOLMAN 


Assisted by EDITH MANSON 
In a New Version of 
HARD-BOILED HAMPTON 











‘Week Jan. 2, 1928 
RIVERSIDE, N. Y. C. 


Jan. 15—Cleveland—Hippodrome 
Jan. 22—Chicago—Tower 
Jan. 29—Rockford—Orpheum 


Feb. 2—Madison—Orpheum 
Feb. 5—Milwaukee—Palace 
Feb. 12—Winnipeg—Orpheum 
Feb. 27—Vancouver—Orpheum 
Mar. 4—Seattle—Orpheum 
Mar. 11—Portland—Orpheum 
Mar. 18—Frisco—Orpheum 

Mar. 25—Lps Anegeles—Orpheum 
Apr. 8—Kansas City—Orpheum 
Apr. 15—Chicago—State Lake 
Apr. 22—Chicago—Riviera 


Dir’n THOS. J. FITZPATRICK 
1560 Broadway New York City 





Small Houses Combine 
De 7. 


Portland, Ore 


| Acts Scarce in Northwest: | 
| 


Vaudeville acts in this territ 
are becoming scarce. Most 
local. s iburban houses 
acts to play 


want a few 
in conjunction with 
their picture programs, but no 
Thers 


' 
seems to be no one to supply them 
! 


turns are forthcoming. 


| Joe Daniels, formerly an indepen- 
jdent agent here, had some stands 
lined up, but joined West Coast 
| Theatres in a booking capacity. 
The situation has developed a 
j}new vaude agency, known as the 
| Western Vaudeville Agency, with 
|Offices in the _ Alisky 3uilding. 
| Ackerman and Harris and Levy 
| vaudeville now plays West Coast's 
| Liberty on a full week, taking a 
|quarter cut. Acts play the Liberty, 
| Wenatchee, Wash., another W. C. 
|house, before Portland. 
Small suburban theatres have 
|organized in groups to get acts for 
itheir New Year's Eve shows. Most 
of these are from the radio stations 
and amatéurs. 


CALHERN LEAVES JULIA 


The proposed vaude combination 
of Louis Calhern and Julia Hoyt has 
been declared off through Calhern 
signing for “Among the Married” 
(legit.). 

Miss Hoyt, however, will enter 
vaudeville under direction of Ben 
Boyar. 





Joe Garon Producing 
Joseph Garon, connected with C. 

















SEASON’S 
GREETINGS 
TO ALL MY 

FRIENDS 


HENRY 


‘(FINK 


NEW HOTEL ANNAPOLIS 


Washington, D. C. 
Single, $17.50 
Double, $28.00 


in the Heart of 
Theatre District 


11-12 and H Sts. 














B. Maddock, enfranchised K-A pro- 
ducer, will leave Maddock Jan. 1 to 
enter the vaude producing field on 
his own. 





ILL AND INJURED 


Lloyd Balliet (Four Entertainers) 
has gone to his home in,the west 
to recover from a nervous break- 
down. 

Charles Cayten, electrician, who 
fell off the Criterion theatre roof 
some weeks ago is recovering in 
Polyclinic Hospital. 

June Melva (June and _ Irene 
Melva) is now confined to her home 
at Inwood, N. Y. 

Harry Jolson was called from 
New York to New Orleans to re- 
place Joe Darcy at the Orpheum. 
Mrs. Darcy is seriously ill and her 
husband left to be with her. 

Janet Gaynor, screen actress, 
confined to home with a cold. Ex- 
pected to return to work this week. 

Andrew Tombes was operated 
upon Dec. 22 for appendicitis at the 
West Side Hospital; New York. He 
is with “The Follies.” 

Virginia Smith was out of 
“Happy” Monday, held at home by a 
serious illness developing over Sun- 
day. 

Daisy Harcourt is at the Roose- 
velt Hospital, New York, under 
treatment for yellow jaundice. The 
English comedienne was taken ill 
some weeks ago after eating pork 
not properly cooked. She was re- 
moved to the hospital last week. 

Dan McDonald, stagehand, mem- 
ber of the Brooklyn local, was 
poisoned during a holiday celebra- 
tion, and for a time his life was 
despaired of. A physician who was 
called worked with restoratives and 
owing to his prompt efforts Mc- 
Donald was saved. 
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BILLY PIERCE MARRIED 
Theatrical Agent, Held tH Under 
| Cover Until Moving Into Apartment 


| 
Billy Pierce, colored theatrical 
1 August, last 
Stovall, a Jamaica, L. L, 
Miss Stovall for 
been private secretary to James El- 
j}don Johnson, field secretary of the 
N. A. A. © P.. She and Bill 
been keeping 
time, notwithstanding that Miss 
| Stovall made th’ nightly commut- 
ing trips to Long Island. 

It leaked out when Bill moved 
jfrom his bacheloric lodgings up- 
} town 
land 


igent 
girl 


some time has 





Mrs. 


$2,500 for Barton 


James Barton at $2,500 net week- 
ly has been routed by Fox through 
Lyons & Lyons. 


The same agency placed Dolly 
Kay, one of the ploneer “blues” 
singers, with Fox, marking the 
songstress’ vaude return after a 
protracted period in the nite clubs, 
including her own O Kay Club on 
Broadwiy and 54th street. 








Loew May Take Gayety, B’klyn 


Negotiations were reported hav- 
ing been made whereby the Loew 
offices would take over the Gayety, 
Brooklyn, which hag long been the 
home of Columbia shows. 

Although confirmation was lack- 
ing from the Loew offices yesterday, 
it is almost a certainty that the 
house will abandon burlesque after 
the present season, if Loew doesn't 
take it over. 





HOUSES OPENING 


Two new Smali-Strapsberg the- 
atres, the Kew Gardens on Long Is- 
land the Crescent in Astoria, L. L, 
will open in January with pictures. 

The Playhouse, Ridgewood, N. J., 
Stanley-Fabian house, playing 
vaude has switched to presentations. 
Four acts each half with a master 
of ceremonies and the show framed 
to run as a picture house bill. 

Barnum theatre, Bethel, Conn., 
pictures, opened Dec. 10. 

Old Orpheum, Sioux City, Ia, is 
to be renamed the Capitol when it 
is taken over and operated by 
Publix. 

The Traco, Toms River, N. J., 
will add vaude Dec. 29. Five acts 
on last half, booked by Jack Linder 
Agency. 

The Baker, Dover, N. J., has re- 
sumed its former vaude policy, play- 
ing five acts on a split. Booked by 
Fally Markus. 

Van Curler theatre, Schenectady, 
N. Y., damaged by fire Thanksgiv- 
ing eve, reopened Christmas day. 
Vitaphone and pictures will be the 
program. 

Wentzville theatre, Wentzville, 
Mo., operated by W. T. Zimmerman, 
opens this month. 

Park, Highland Park, N. J., 1,400- 
seater erected by Mark Block, vice- 
president of Mutual Burlesque Cir- 
cuit, has opened, Pictures. 

Karyl Norman will be the feature 
attraction at the new Carmen, 
Philadelphia, which opens Jan. 1. 
It is a 2,500-seat independent house 
operated by George T. Gravestein. 
Leslie Pasey, formerly of Fox's, 
Philadelphia, will have charge of 
presentation end. There will be 25 
men in the pit. 
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PAYTON SURRENDERS STOCK 
Corse Payton has sidestepped his 
i proposed stock venture for the Ds 
| Kalb 
vaudeville. 


He will do “The Wif: 


Tamer 


MARRIAGES 


William Hurley, cowboy on the 


to Mark Ostrer, banker, Dec. 20 in 
London. 

Henry E. (Hank) Smith, company 
manager, to Alton Goodrich, Dec. 19, 
in New York. 

John Wynn, picture representa- 
tive for Elinor Glyn, to Marcella 
Mullaney, screen actress, Dec, 23 in 
Santa Barbara, Cal. 

Hortense Eugenie Tyroler to Her- 
bert Edward Marks, son of Edward 
B. Marks, the music publisher, and 
an executive with his father’s firm, 
in New York, Dec, 22. 

William Courtright, veteran stage 
actor, Dec. 21, to Mrs. Martha Ann 
Violet of Jackson, Calif. They were 
sweethearts 50 years ago, but she 
married the other man first. . 

Dorothy Berliner, concert pianist, 
to Saxe Commins, author, Dec. 25 
in New York. 





Brooklyn, and is returning to | 


Jesse Lasky ranch, to Mary Miles 
Stunt rider with Paramount, in| 
Glendale, Cal., Dec. 16 

Florence Margaret Peterson, 
American acttfess who has worked 
in England in pictures and ITegit, 


| 
ind west for the 


VARIETY 7 


$s 


PAN OUT OF TWO TOWNS 


Leaving Rochester and Buffalo— 
Now Newark to Niagara Falls 


Pantages-booked shows in Buffalo 

a r are being withdrawn, 

h the last of the bills in the 
bs Ss WwW 

Pan road shows from now on will 

vy Newark, co to Niagara Falls, 


nd then Toronto, to 
Toledo to Detroit to 


Hamilton to 
Indianapolis, 
remainder’ of the 
ircuit 








WATCH THESE GROW 











Touring the World 


IVAN BANKOFF 


(The Dancing Master) 


and 


BETH CANNON AND CO. 


“AMERICAN AFFAIRS” 


Personal Direction, IVAN BANKOFE 




















< 














WANTED 


24 FAST STEPPING COLORED GIRLS 


FOR BROADWAY REVUE 





52 WEEKS IN NEW YORK CITY 
| ONE SHOW NIGHTLY 


APPLY SUITE 714-15 


COLUMBIA THEATRE BLDG. 
NEW YORK CITY 




















NEVILLE 


26) 


BOBBIE 


FLEESON and FOLSOM 


“THE SONG PAINTER” 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 
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ROXY (is used te return to the ballroom|way. She sings, dances, talks and PARAMOUNT Bight bare-legged dancing gir a 
scene, central figures here being the|is dependable for anything that h girls Ww 
c re were on at the start and then the 
(NEW YORK) Bishop and the neat finishing touch |comes up. She recently came to (NEW YORK) band for two lively selections. Back st 
New York, Dec. 23. | Of @ suggested wedding puts a sat- | the Coast from an Oriental tour New York, Dec. 24 drop rose to reveal Molly Tho ke 
i C) | Qestival at Roxy's 'isfying period to a beautiful and|with a troupe and is improving by Jack Partington’s : “Russian and Mildred Guilding at a “s 
This Christmas wuanies at tOX} appropriate Christmas spectacle. leaps and bounds. A roller skating | Revels” this week, and okay. Grant- | pianos on a second elevated grand M 
4s the last word in magnificance | Week's feature is “Silk Legs” |specialty was done by Finks and|ing the three Ormonde Sisters run | Some pop airs trailed by y= to 
and elaboration of spectacle. A (Fox), starring Madge ae ee, Sa = boys who know | away with the applause end, the/| to their own accompaniment. They w 
half-hour music and scenic version tusn. ; rings. full 36 minutes given over to the| worked in front of a black plush tu 
of the old Cinderella fairy tale is we. yy t, for him. H cane mt Caxias. enema action te gnt-| cumtets. fi 
a sumptuous and imposing affair . ° , loved Wolf oge pot sieht eos isfy. They liked it. George Boyce, eccentric dancer, _— 
bringing into one tour de force all United Artists’ Theatre oe ft BO , tne a. S . er-| The house pit crew continues in| furnished the revue’s only comedy —. 
the elements that go to make the & w angi good form, still being guided by | with some mildly.amusing steps and Pr 
: (CHICAGO) around these parts when things! To loff. The ! th 
Rothafel entertainment personnel a u  Kosloff. e latter adheres| business. Played up as the revue'’s 
ae P , Chicago, Dec. 27. |come back to normalcy. His line|to being a reserved director of | feature, George Dewey Washi ir 
In order to give the stage pre- me ; is new to the picture going mob. traigh : finger pee 
mentation full scope, the screen pro- Crowds thronged the corner of i ehinate Gutatent a tb 8 ght announcements. But theja local favorite, made his third ap- 
scope, ree Randolph and Dearborn streets on Cc s arrangement DY | Ormonde girls cleaned. First in aj pearance here with songs. Washing- ai 
hoy or been ,~_>- oe ica | the evening of Sunday, Dec. 25— oo ee went in for the finale with | military doll tap and later harmon-|ton has a powerful baritone anda a! 
tical minimum. | The feature takes | Christmas might. For om this cor- |Masneg tw tie beckesound’ Humaine |e, BOP, followed by & compos- | good sense of showmanship. ~ 
é DD , 8 | . *hicago’ ‘ 2 . e an as ° 
is alloted a Universal animated car- te ee time of the show was fully 45 min-| Louis Berkoff and his eight girls Ry A Ba aw comme om Ps 
toon and the news reel runs its , ~ - *l utes, visibly pruned considerably in f ’ wound up with u 
+ h the new United Artists theatre. ws jraain feature. Berkoff's fast Rus-|some fast stepping on a rear ele- > 
us ength. Christmas night saw the world’s from the initial performance with |siun spins got recognition and the | vated platform. Boyce was b an 
The rest is splendid music and] premiere of Norma Talmadge in still more room for cutting. girls maneuvered through some| too, for a bit of speedy en m: 
beautiful stage picture. It starts| “The Dove,” and the opening of the At the organ, “Mitey” Ann Leaf,/routines that will keep the natives “Now We're In the Air” (Par& 5p 
With the overture and runs through. | house that stars built. = soaupes _, ness with Herb/awake. One number had them en-|the feature film. A novelty film, 
with the film bill interpolated in- : : ern at the Boulevard, celebrated | trancing and exiting from the or- | Carter DeHaven’s charact tu 
t ittently ful choral Squads of Chicago police kept the | her first day in the house by play- en's character studi 
ermittently, to a graceful choral| .ouas moving so far as Was pos- y pliay- |chestra pit; novel, but not particu- | and International News rounded o e 
number accompanying the usual or-| cine for Chins k + ing straight routines for the flick-|larly effective on the exit as the| the show ba 
gan “nunc dimittis.” = cago, you Know, iS lers and tuning in on some sections |platform couldn't descend low ; ve 
movie mad. Only those holding of the stage show. She probably enough to tak the t f sicht W 
Holiday atmosphere greets the | tickets for the invitation opening | wi) f Ss 2 = om S oo | 
‘ will be featured here in the near/A l t i in 
visitor in the decorations. The|w ay ‘ male quartet was twice inserted VALON 
, were permitted to congregate on the | future, and it is safe to conjecture |and the band also officiated ce 
castle-like boxes on either side are | sidewalk, and the aggregation of the | -he will make good. ~ a > CUICIANSG, CBCC CHICAGO a in 
mas trees, while at the peak of the | eq a full city block. Street” (M-G), with Paramount tableau, which had about 47 Chicago, Dec. 19. 
arch and to each side are mammoth Complimentary tickets in their | newsreel — playin as ene. people on stage, including the band Cooney Bros. have given Buddy ~~ 
holly wreaths. Even before the | possession scheduled the opening for inde canta a seanton a S 25, finished. Conventional Rus-| Fisher, the only band director to th 
opening of the overture, the Roxy|g, As the eventful hour arrived, aindes ef tin magasine ann ae a costuming with the set deco-| seemingly hit for them, two weeks’ i 
5 choir begins to appear in stately |passed and the hands of clock | yotea to blank news items with Ht. rative if not lavish. notice. To degrade his work, they & 
procession down the staircases, men | moved steadily on, the now gigantic |t1, feature stuff. Stern Brothers’ Jesse Crawford was alone at the | have given him the feeblest kind of 
on one side and women on the | crowd commenced to shift restlessly | “tGew1 <. * 3 organ for his weekly recital. Ham-|ghows and production this week, 
? Sha other, all in medieval costume. | and critical whispers were rampant. mins At . comedy (Universal) pered by backstage noises as he From all appearances it looks as = 
a They gather around the two Christ-| Chicago does not like to be kept | °°™P©*e* oom wes on a ballad, Jesse didn’t |/i¢ they had cut their noses off to os 
te ae trees and sing a series of old | waiting. eh hg Ol ag Riven = :~ A spite their faces. Whether the “sen- he 
. | nglish carols to the accompani- When, finally, the doors swung EARLE on er ~ me ns = when he fin-|gational singing stage band direc- te 
5 ment of the organ. open “to the public for the first - - a th he nl reetings” com- | tor,” as Roy Dietrich, the newcomer ni 
; One of the lighter operas serves | time, the hundreds of waiting guests (WASHINGTON) eat th 4 ee thes 4 Pp is advertised, gets over as well as co 
i as a brief musical interlude. Then] surged forward and with that im- Washington, Dec. 26. |i “~ Peng og A me aromeness Fisher remains to be seen. ao 
the curtain rises disclosing a semi-| patience characteristic to an open- , . 26, |1s showing the least valuable news-| The presentation title, “Garden 
transparent drop suggesting vague | ing night, very nearly overpowered After several years given over tojreel on the Street. The house 18] Gayeties,” had no backing outside ai 
distance at night, with a distant|the gayly garbed attendants who |®, three-a-day policy of a feature/apparently ignoring the magazine | of the fact that a few prop plants sa 
star shining high in the back sought to induce orderly entrance picture and five acts booked by the | and uses it only because it is a cus- decorated the music stands. The 
Vague effect of invisible church] From 8:30 until shortly after 9 the —- offices this Stanley-Crandall|tom. This week just three shots! show is probably the least original 
choir contributes to this. Gradu-| first nighters wandered about on | 2°US® took a week off and comes/are allowed six minutes; one from}anq poorest arranged exhibit ever 
ally a midnight sky and desert vista| many-starred carpeting inspecting |°2¢K With a stage presentation, an| Paramount, Kinograms and M-G. | played here, the ace of the Cooney 
grows half definite, while to the|the wonders that stars had wrought augmented orchestra, an outlay of|There’s many an admission that| houses. Buddy and his “Buddies,” 
right against a fragment of a sug- AS 6 ano thin Elen. @ tsar considerable coin to fix things up,|comes in to see the newsreel and | ine pand, supply a good part of the 
gested building is disclosed the Vir- A a Ng wh. atk Gk dake better pictures and guts two con-/|takes pot luck on the rest of the|...) entertainment, consisting sig- 
gir. bending over the Infant Jesus e toy secutive days (Sunday and Mon-| show. Sid. ifi tl f pl i al 
in the manger, the group brought mee 1,650 people to — Then | day) of capacity business, a ag no ang ee a 
into strong relief by a transfiguring soetiemes’ teat = a That capacity business comes un- FIFTH AVE When it comes to act rating it is — 
brilliant light which seems to have | piayers, under the direction of Hugo der the general classification of > hard to say they were bad, because 
sgh rarnny = geist Bethlehem | Riesenfeld, in a burst of light, color ya te — tied up with this par- (SEATTLE) they worked hard and well at what da 
Py g “Star of Bethlehem.” | 114 music that bespoke the ability | “ular Bouse. Seattle, Dec. 21. | they were expected to do. The lean- of 
xesu Bambino,” a trio number is fa direct F d with In switching to the presentations Regular fanchon and Marco|est and meanest cheating produc- 
“We Three Ki ¢ Ori *,| of a director endowed with art. b iful t it - in; 
r ngs o rient Are a beautiful job o was accom resentatio u ted by N tion on the part of the Cooneys is 
and, witn the crowd of adoring Pil Following ‘the opening number, lished. Edward L. Hyman staged oo Daag ow y ~ 0 P y or 
d, < & Pil- | «Overture Populaire,” a symphonic | ? . . HY & Bayes strongly advertised as “the| the real place for the kick and all wi 
grims now grown to a throng, the | paraphrase of the song, “When Day ~~ prosvene at his _——s highest paid vaudeville artiste.” | evidence points to the fact that it 
an goes into the swelling notes |. pone,” Dr. Riesenfeld turned to | (OUS® an then came down here! these superlatives are always hard | is being done to kill all high pres- Pr 
of “Adeste Fidelis” for a magnifi- 0 for one day to get it started. If! to }j thusi Fish Th 
cant finale fo a dignified and im- an audience whom he called “one of continuing up to this standard the o live up to. sure enthusiasm over Fisher, 6 th 
pressive presentation my bosses” and announced that the Earle is set—absolutel Orchestra comes up in the pit.| band is accompanied but not helped = 
Mme. Gambarailie contribution is|'Chly, designed curtain would be| "© 0° & ¥ Hermie King introducing a new) by the eight chorines. A good act st 
trifling, coming row a gy ut ‘% 4 parted for the first time by means| An air of intimacy is attained by | band “leader,” a 12-year-old, Fred- | inserted in place of this ballet would 
a distinct let down f co ate ®| of a Western Union direct line con- |the use of a full stage platform | die Blauret, son of one of the band| work wonders. The male tap duo Li 
gical and emoti 1. ~ @ e MU-| nected with the Norma Talmadge|With three steps going up to it,|members. The boy leads overture|Of Rector and Cooper followed. ar 
Bethlehem. * In eo mers aeons of | studio in Hollywood. Norma, after | leaving “one” open for the place-|very deftly. Crowd likes the nov- | Their work is fast, good and capable H 
it would be a bri ae bit of Ch 9 a bit of searching—no doubt found | ment of a mat for the two hoofers,/elty, and lad will work next week|of @ strong five-minute gaff, but le: 
mas pantomime. erh to. Christ- | the button, for the curtain shivered | Vale and Stewart, and what hoofers | also, when they did 15, too much. Their ti 
= A gee ogee A “4 ~ 4 = set | momentarily and then rolled back, | these youngsters are! Nora Bayes next for 20 to 24 min- | facial expressions readily admitted 5 ai 
ter and French soldier ae ae Entertainment for which the house| Stage is lighted and dressed | utes, just a bit for her. Huge green | and apologized to the audience that ‘ he 
stands placed about, while hancine | ¥98 especially designed then flashed | beautifully (and that is not ex-|fan makes more scenery. they stayed so long merely to pad do 
tubes of red striped silk mgs the upon the silver sheet, opening with |travagantly termed either). Six “The Collegiate Idea,” F. and M.| out the running time of the show. st 
effect of peppermint sticks. In this |2 Pictorial review of news events,|“incidents” are given. First is|show, opened in one. Humorous| Next came Ernestine Caruu, 4 m 
setting an elaborate doll ballet S| screen novelty, “The Maestro,” by | Daniel Breeskin’s overture “Second |drop with college gags makes at-|concert singer. The ballet accom- ac 
semble is given, “Gamby” doin the Max Fleischer, a travelog, “Bridges | Hungarian Rhapsody” excellently| mosphere. Band back on stage.| panied her and did some nymph- th 
familiar “Puppen Fantasie” ak the the World Over,’ followed by “Chi- | played by the 25 men with the or-|Four youths follow pretty girl,| like dance that didn’t mean a tr 
girls doing taps and military cago Nocturne,” a Clavilux organ |gan utilized just at the right inter- | singing during comic antics and| whoop. Her voice and appearance 
maneuvers. Y|solo played by Rose Bogdanoff, and |ludes—never to the extent of | some wise cracking. Hermie comes| are good and neat, but the south o1 
Then the newsreel, with clips | *@¢?—the picture itself, “The Dove,” | drowning out the orchestra itself.|in to dance with one of the girls,| side folks didn’t seem to go for or 
from Fox (Movietone). Sinnavennn with Norma Talmadge and Noah/|Enhance this with an interpreta-| but applause only light. A little|the classic work. 
Pathe and International, just-ander | pects The audience acclaimed the | tive dance by a ballet backing Paul | of this cutting-up goes a long way.| The opposite effect was produced 5! 
12 minutes. The Movieto ice bike aan affair as ultra successful, but the |Hanken on the stage and the show | Drop lifts for brilliant setting with | when the male comedy and song a! 
mot as graphic as some of these showmen present thought they |is started right. college steps, building entrance in| team of Pisano and Landau stepped fo 
exhibits. Ocean liner discharging should have opened with a better A little tricking by placing Caeser|rear, and “Students” in sport|out. This is strictly a vaude act. le 
Theistmes mail and @ fox hunt tu picture. Nesi, tenor, in the pit to stand up| dresses. Working picture houses lately, they a 
the Berkshires were the dest. with —__—- and warble with a prop clarinet in| A band number during which | seem to get over nicely. If the act al 
sound effects of river craft whistles his hands got the customers all ex- | King leads for few minutes then] Was a little more hokey it would be 
a we wal ein end’ tae METROPOLITAN cited. Nesi cinched this later with | passes baton to Red Corcoran, Each | better. The songs could also be b 
hounds giving tongue in the field (LOS ANGELES) ' “Me = eee Soom Se eee. makes excuse to go home. Red/| improved upon. The band, the con- = 
for the hunt. Fox has some star- 99 . Music Master” series followed | finds Hermie with former’s wife, | cert singer and the ballet closed the R 
tling views of a bomber plane Los Angeles, Dec. 22. (“Franz Schubert”) and_ clicked, | burlesques sorrow, pops himself and| Show and left a gypped feeling out th 
dropping explosives into a South |. With the pre-holiday jinx tak- 100 ~~ another touch of real | dies, his spirit rising in plain view|front that wasn’t unsubstantiated. 
Carolina river, while the Lindbergh |'"8_ toll, even the Met, consist- - ‘ ry from the stage with a bal-/to heaven. Hermie then spurns the} “Very Confidential” and two Vita re 
views were from Kinograms. ently the stronghold of downtown + es a from | unfaithful wife. But the spirit then | reels followed on the screen. ir 
Then into the “Cinderella” pro- | houses, felt the slump. Mutual ex- |); aie violin soloed by Sascha| speaks: “For heaven's sake can’t Biz was at its worst for the house, a 
duction, a presentation production |ch@nges of confidences regarding 7% er, concert master, from the| you help a fellow out. Take her.” Loop. th 
done- almost on a Metropolitan |Purehases between seat neighbors as This whole number was &| John and Harriett Griffith, broth- __— Bt 
scale for costume and scenic ef-|didn’t help Fanchon and Marco’s|S aang Hyman and the musician. |er and sister, here for fourth time, o 
fects, with special score by Erno |X™as Festival on the stage featur- Aa... e news with one shot from | again clicked in adagio. Armand STRAND Oo! 
Rapee and Lew Pollock. Story is|im@ Al Herman. The _ blackface aramount filled in while thingS/and Perez headline presentation 
given with a good deal of com- — oS Ee pewtes for ae ae wabiienies a eewaer. Come sevebata; Yinene Sau x v York, Dec. 26 c 
pleteness. Opens with Cinderella |®@vent into picture houses on the . four teams of adagio dancers, start- we Sore, OS. oe o 
misused with the Ugly Step Sis- |coast. Herman took it with a laugh |, Here Hyman gives a riot of color jing from football formation cirls on Strand seems to be marking time x 
ters; Fairy Godmother, introduced |®9d clowned his way through. ae w uldn't os Pile nt the side, boys rushing, picking them | YU! Chaplin’s advent with Panama = 
with an engaging aria by Gladys| Vacation for the school kids be- 4 that couldn't miss, Bem lup and then doing stunts. Three girl} tor oo er mdiary shows af 
Rice (the kitchen scene is a trans- |ing on, F. & M. picked a group of |semble aneni incorporated: An eN- | friends sing in background, Adagio | @t€ 8¢rve more or less as stop gaps. ° 
parency behind which the fairy ap- | talented youngsters from local stu-|ist, ana whistl —— ——. dancers then dance in teams. Acro- | H@ving @ First National franchise, - a 
pears). Scene fades into the|dios and blended them into a show. | Ve — , pad 3 we tso yn te * | bats join the crowd. F. N. film stuff goes into the Stan- P 
prince’s ballroom,.a whale of a|The kids made good and show! yale. at gene a alo have piavea | <Om the screen, “She’s a Shétk” ley Circuit of America's Broadway b 
stage picture. Spacious hall is| promise for future things. Rube evergthine io tomate con tokatbe, (Par). ee’ cake ee eee” eee oe - 
done in effect of dark red plush| Wolf had ample opportunity to test}/and another ensemble finish “Hal- haat other ‘Range, would éo sunt a8 . 
with gold chandeliers and the noble | his versatility and-didn’t miss. The]lelujah,” staged as in “Hit the STATE Tor “Tire Lov ” ' 
company grouped on terraced levels, | Rube is standard in this house, and | Deck” but without the voices ~ ~~ ave cane, Che ose . 
poems = true fairy story mag-|they like anything he does, and he Of this line-up Ruth Watson (MINNEAPOLIS) lta Ragged gg Pate t! 
nificance. inderella is led to seat | usually does things well. y { ; , ~ " 
of oe by as and signal for For this frolic ‘the Rube and his — P sens gle ncaa Bag on Comedy Reape go Ras: Ral rad Enportans Saalaeieg "orgaaion- j 
entertainment brings on gorgeous|band boys were in hockey outfits.|servedly so. She looks good, too.| were element ; i i -- 1 : 
ballets, first gentlemen, done by|Pair of lads of elementary school Reoghaa’ eam like . ‘ : ments absent from this/tion like F. N., which is so well . 
’ . é é 2d as were also the| stage band show, “Red Hot,” the} underwritt h i t 
girls in purple and white, and girls|age started with a cornet duet that | Foster-Tiller girls doing the unison | weakest of : , ‘i : ae ee oe ) 
’ ster- § pake the current series. How- | franchi t 
in glowing gold empire frocks. Bal- | was bone gir 4 unis est of th . How sement it faces the constant it 
oe ahangen to 14 ote in ballet oie- adegte ry A as" uae a Pia Ns at ee ee ee = a — —- the customers | bugaboo of living up to expectations. a 
tume of curious metallie cloth that |duced by Rube, working in front of wren : auatine e iv t ang - Pg a mae nog for a little soultering that responsibility, ¥. 
has the appearance of spun silver|a scrim The followin ecialt tg AR Mi mf red Helseke, conductor of | N. on its schedule of s0 many Billie 
eels penal lle era tll goat wg planes aan r S speciaky Thomas ‘arrar, for stage settings; | the pit orchestra, again filled in as| Dove subjects per year, should be 
eel : s g ge pic- le &¢ a —— miss who | Madame Serova, choreography, and | stage band leader and master of particularly wary of its average per 
RR play up to Rube, after which the/|the costumes to Nesor, Eaves and/| ceremonies. He makes no preten-|mame star. <A i of 
Specialties are offered by Betty | band swung into a pop fer an un- | Tams. sion of being adept at this task, | medi D ne ee ga 
Hale and Belle Flower, the Ugly| billed male quartet. The latter| Plan calls for Hyman to stage | and » St this task, | Mediocre Dove productions can 
y ri] gx attempts to inject™ snappiness| never be offset b y t of 
Sisters, who have a grotesque com- | were identified as the Campus Four|these in Brooklyn for his house,|into the proceedings or to indulge other hich - de y os — sed 
edy dance, while Gladys Rice, so-|who not long ago played here, prob-|to be followed by the Earle here,|in witty sallies, but contented him- through the same distributi ye 
gar as . ag re on — a for being incognito| Stanley, Baltimore, and then the/ self with simple announcements. He | nels. 2 . —_ 7 
ry, as rince arming, | this time. é Mosque, Richmond. Holding up to| did well enough and the playing of That’s what’s happening to Miss V 
carry the musical theme, backed by A group of 12 dolls came in for | this will put the Earle in the money | his band was particularly good. - Deve. Her ave . + i bei ne- £ 
the magnificant chorus. 5 the finish of this number and|class—it will bring business to the The lone justification for the title glected by Pte ae as rans ces 
Midnight and Cinderella's flight, | worked in creditable manner. Lydia | others, too, whether they are get-|“Red Hot,” was the stage setting | or not. : nd ate = Pn targa ie a 
the town criers searching for thej| Roberti, class looking blonde with/|ting it now or not. the costuming and several foveriah | being al , > “gp gg “om e- \ t 
maid who can wear the silver slip- |a decidedly Polish accent, didn’t let Feature is “Man Crazy” (First| band numbers. The scene repre - sult. —— } t 
per, discovery of the humble hero-|that stand in her way. If anything] National). Running time of show | sented a corner in Hades and Senet l “Of eource the S§ i has been u 
ine in her kitchen, and once morejthe accent is favorable. Miss Ro-|two hours and seven minutes. ; members, occupying the usual plat- | runnin : eo Pe Ag me 4 ; “ae tate 
for the finale, kitchen transparency } berti looks like feature stuff ali the Meakin. ‘form, were garbed 2 gr ecer Al 
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which intermittently buys an out- 
standing feature on the open mar- 
ket, such as “Seventh Heaven” or 
“Sorrell and Son,” the New York 
Mark-Strand cannot do that owing 
to prior Broadway exhibition. Also, 
where “Helen of Troy” wou'd na- 
turally wind up in the Strand under 
ordinary circumstanges, the Chaplin 
flicker forces “Helen” into the 
neighboring Paramount, giving that 
Publix house strong opposition to 
the Strand with it “Circus” (Chap- 
lin) feature. 

The Strand show_is otherwise un- 
distinguished. The newsreel is or- 
dinary in its compilation and the 
flicker afterpiece, “Odds and Ends,” 
which includes a couple or three 
Pathe Review shots of average 
quality, and in between Eddie Elkins 
and his orchestra and Patricia Bow- 
man and Nikolas Daks in a dance 
specialty round out the show. 

“Yuletide Tone Poem” was over- 
tured with Fania Davidson warbling 
the seasonal arias to Alois Reiser’s 
baton. Elkins’ band of 16 had the 
Vercell Sisters, Arthur Ball, Peggy 
Wagner and Hal! Sidaire dovetailed 
into the running time. This suc- 
cession of specialties made the Elk- 
ins entertainment neither fish, nor 
flesh nor fowl. It wasn’t a band act 
and it wasn’t a song and dance re- 
vue. That Elkins unit must cost 
the house some pennies so why not 
give it an opportunity to do some- 
thing from within its ranks. 

The current cycle in stage band 
entertainment is in the line of ver- 
satility and Elkins’ organization 
presumably possesses that. Instead 
he is saddled with the Vercell Sis- 
ters and Arthur Ball from the local 
nite clubs, and an acrobatic and 
contortive s. and 4d. girl and boy 
specialist. This division of interest 
did not work out for the happiest of 
returns. Abel. 


LOEW’S ‘MIDLAND 


(KANSAS CITY) 
Kansas City, Dec. 24. 

The smoothest running, prettiest 
costumed, best arranged and most 
entertaining bill the new Midland 
has held is current at this gorgeous 
picture palace. 

“Dancing Around” is one sweet 
dancing show from the first strains 
of the band, with Jack Sidney tell- 
ing what it is all about, until the 
final notes of *“Under the Moon” 
with the entire cast in motion. 

“Melodies From the Student 
Prince,” by the Midlanders, under 
the direction of Carbonara, guest 





conductor, was nicely done and 
started the bill. 
News followed and _ featured 


Lindy’s Mexico flight to enthusiastic 
applause. Next, “A Day in Central 
High,” local made at the town’s 
leading high school, under the direc- 
tion of Charlie Winston, publicity 
director for the three Loew houses 
here. It showed a couple of good- 
looking girls starting to school and 
shown through the many depart- 
ments, together with shots of school 
activities. Well done with none of 
the scenes too long. Good local at- 
traction. 

“A Hard Luck Day” was the 
organ number by Art Hayes and 
one of the popular bits. 

Then “Dancing Aroynd,” with 
Sidney directing the band, dancing 
and singing and leading the Rockets 
for a snappy opening number. But- 
ler and Leach, some dancers, chose 
a Bowery bit for their introduction 
and stopped the show at the start. 

Band followed with a “hot” num- 
ber with Sidney still going strong 
all over the show, and then the 
Rockets for a strutting affair which 
the girls certainly strutted. 

Pauline Gaskins put over a little 
song nicely and switched quickly 
into a high kicking dance. She has 
a hitch-kick that is a wonder, about 
three feet off the floor and then 
straight up and down. Although no 
encores were arranged she was 
obliged to respond. 

Butler and Leach, second time, 
had a neat fancy waltz, well re- 
ceived, and were followed by John- 
s0n and Hewett, not a new team 
here but satisfactory. 

“Under the Moon,” sung by Sid- 
ney, and with the Rockets and other 
dancers on for the finale, was the 
Prettiest production number the 
house has presented. The parting 
drapes behind the band showed a 
Bpoony couple on the rear elevation, 
with a huge full moon shining upon 
them. 

Costuming of the Rockets in their 
three numbers was colorful and the 
Way this bunch of girls work is a 
joy to any producer. “The Gay De- 
fender,” with Richard Dix, screen 
feature. His admirers raved over 
it, despite most would prefer to see 
him in his own familiar roles. 

Show ran exactly two hours. 

Hughes. 


TORONTO 
(UPTOWN 
Toronto, Dec. 25. 
Jack Arthur’s Christmas gift to 
Toronto patrons was a real Broad- 
way show, with Eddie Hanley back 
&S master of ceremonies. 


The stage show is far enough 
ahead of the usual run of such 
things in this neck of the timber | 


to make it a man’s size job to keep | 


up the indard. 
Opens with a medley of Christ- 
Mast tunes built around jingle bells 


st 
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PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 


Said one old-timer to another | 
old-timer, “See you at the Palace.” 
And they do. 

This week it’s the Duncans, Eddie 
Foy, Ruby Norton and Mr. and Mrs. 
Jimmie Barry. Here’s a group 
that’s become something more than 
standard acts. They're essentials. 

Foy is positively making his fare- 
well appearance this week, and next 
week Elsie Janis comes in to do the 
same thing. It’s a house of remin- 
iscences and some vaudeville, most- 
ly supplied currently by the six 
younger Foys. 

The children have an act. Led 
by Charlie and with either Irving 
Or Dick supplying a world of aid, 
the offsprings jumped in next to 
closing and gave the show a finish- 
ing spurt that got back a lot of lost 
territory. 

Palace shows haven’t speed any 
more. Maybe it’s because of the 
constant stream of veterans. Good 
or bad, they linger, as if they’re 
afraid they won’t make the next 
show. Take as many bows as you 
like at the Palace. You may not 
be able to do this or that, no kid- 
ding of public subjects, etc., but no 
limit on stage time, and keep the 
spotlight boy in the booth on his 
toes. He’s still the busiest electri- 
cian in town. 

Bows and speeches. Plenty of 
"em. According to that, Wilton and 
Weber, No. 2, could have tacked on 
another 10 minutes. Out of bur- 
lesque and playing for Loew last 
season. Now at the Palace and 
doing just as well. Real vaudeville, 
this pair, and not many of ’em left. 
On early at this house, but next to 
closing where the houses go dark 
for pictures. They could have been 
third here. 

Four Girton Girls opened well 
enough on their bikes to stand off 
Rosita and Ramon, imported danc- 
ing team (New Acts). Ful stage 
for the ballroom couple, but the day 
of the Castles has gone. Too much 
eye-filling adagio work around to 
make waltzes and tangos tingle the 
nerves. Slow by comparison. But 
Wilton and Weber, with their com- 
edy ventriloquism, should play 52 
weeks a year. They probably will. 
Plenty of comedy in Weber for a 
legit musical, with or without a 
book. For $5.50 they’re laughing at 





before a neat Santa Claus back 
drop. Ten-foot bag of toys occu- 
pies the stage centre, shots off stage 
and the M. C. pops out in a bear- 
skin coat. The Joy Boy, just back 
from New York, worked three gags 
out of his visit. First, one died and 
was killed. From then on the show 
built steadily with nothing highbrow 
in sight. 

Out of the toy bag stepped Billy 
Reid to wrangle a couple of pops 
on the harmonica. For an encore, 
he swung in the smallest mouth or- 
gan in the world and with the pint- 
size banjo handed them plantation 
melodies. The half-inch harmonica 
was wiggled around like Wrigley’s 
well-known product, but the house 
wasn’t so enthusiastic and Eddie 
had to step to the footlights and 
had them a chuckle before they 
would give the one-man orchestra 
a bow. 

The 14 Florence Rogge Girls dif 
some snappy footwork while seated, 
one of those hand clapping, time- 
keeping, “Rose Marie” affairs that 
had them calling for more, but there 
was no encore, snappy yellow and 
blue costumes, warmest seen here 
in months, lighting for this number 
excellent, 

Hanley had a pair of new gags 
before introducing Charles Julley, 
local tenor, just back from England. 
His song, “Am I Wasting My Time,” 
with the band drowning him out, ex- 
cept on the title line grabbed plenty 
of guffaws, and the same went for 
“Sleepy-Time Gal,” with all ex- 
pressions demonstrated in panto- 
mime, new to this town. Julley got 
over in a couple of semi-classical 
numbers with the band a help. Voice 
good—stage presence not so good. 


Gus and Will, snappiest Hoofers 
to invade the snow belt in a pup’s 
age, were a wow as a couple of 
dumb soldiers, and came back in a 
straight acrobatic dance that stood 
out. The boob military hoof won 
all the honors of the evening. Eddie 
used up some more gags before in- 
troducing Jack Ray, a four-year-old 
song and dance man. The kid took 
his two songs very seriously and ex- 
cited as much sympathy as applause, 
for this was Christmas Eve. His 
Scotch number had them all pulling 
for him, A comer, this kid. 

The Dancing Girls swung some | 
nifty hips on the fade-out that had 





neat lighting effects for a snow} 
storm. 

Cartoon comedy and the first of | 
the “Seeing Canada” series went! 


with “The Gorilla,” expected to be| 





in the pit. 
Santa Claus slipped the boys new 
red and white jackets. i 
inley looks set for a while as 
M. C. Sinclair. 


\aveek’s act. 


others less clever who have com« 
out of vaudeville this season. 

The Duncans are holding over 
and should have done their last 
Vivian pleaded laryn- 
gitis via announcer and forgot most 
of her lyrics. Rosetta kiddingly 
apologized on the square a couple 
of times. A misfit routine 


| tric stepping. 


’ 


} 








the house Olyn Landick, female 
impersonator, started with charac- | 
terizations of a night club dame and | 
a tired housewife that got over well 


Besides delivering some entertaini 
material, Landick fools quite a few 
He brought a good gasp when un- 
wiggine. 


Renie Riano, comedienne, with 
man and girl in support, clowned 
through a love school skit 


and finished with some neat eccen- 


The love school ma- 


} terial aims low and drew few laughs | 


that | 


only their “onion time in Bermuda” | 


Pulled out. Christmas 
thoughts of turkey, and the Dun- 
cans know their turkeys besides th 
onions. They used a leg off a turk 
for a second unnecessary encore. it 
eased the limp, too. But they'll 
play the Palace again and, if smart, 
at more money, for if the Palace 
can come back the Duncans can do 
it. They have done a lot already 
in the past two months. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie Barry are 
doing “Clinging Ivy,” James in his 
customary cut-up character. Script 
may be rather heavy-footed, but 
they liked Jimmie, and Mrs, Barry 
is one reason why Eddie’s so funny 
in a parlor. 

Ruby Norton opened intermission 
and kept away from the semi- 
classics, but couldn't resist two 
encores. And wait till Nora sees 
the size of that red fan! Victor 
Herbert melodies predominated, 
after which Miss Norton gave 
credit to radio for developing her 
next number. She then tapered off 
with a pop tear lyric, where a bow 
wuld have done just as well. 

Foy pried much from his “Fallen 
Star” skit. No trouble catching and 
retaining interest. Were Miss 
Skelly to become less exact in 
her diction the act would be about 
fool-proof. Thence the six Foys 
for a nice slice of entertainment, 
followed by the Lester and Irving 
trio, two men and a woman, doing 
hand lifts within a good-looking 
set. 

The Palace needs more speed and 
less bows. It’s one of the very few 
twice-daily emporiums left, and 
it’s a long time between the Will 
Fyffes. Sid. 





STATE 


(Vaude-Pcts) 


Big biz, fair vaude. 

John Gilbert on screen. 

No new acts. 

Morris and Shaw next to closing 
discharged acceptably the chore of 
chief comedy purveyors, although 
not quite up to the custard pie tra- 
ditions of the spot. 

The bill was veined with laughs 
but the lack of heftig giggles hurt. 
Buck and Bubbles, standard col- 
ored twosome, danced, sang, gagged 
and piano-played in their custom- 
ary lethargic manner. 

Neville Fleeson and Bobby Fol- 
som have a pleasing pianolog con- 
siderably short of a stampede on 
laughs but a neat tryer for this 
big house. Lindbergh’s Mexican 
hop probably gave a new lease of 
life to their opening ditty about 
the Paris flight in May. Miss Fol- 
som and Mr. Neville talk their 
songs, neither being singers. Some 
fly stuff is mixed fn with some 
other revamped puns, 

Featured member of Shaw and 
Carroll, closing act, is a wow dancer 
with much to recommend him for 
production. He is the reason for 
an otherwise uninspired and rou- 
tine flash. But although carrying 
the act he suffers from the associa- 
tion. 

Monday matinee the standees 
were straining at the leash to get 
down front after the 3 o'clock spill, 
with indications that it would be 
capacity from then on. 


RIVERSIDE 


(St. Vaude) 

Playing two-a-day at rock-bottom 
prices, and no business. Doesn't 
that kill the alternative of playing 
three-a-day? 

Not a chance to fight off the red. 

Rather tough on the acts, this 
playing in an echo house. Acts miss 
applause and things like that, But 
some can only flop twice a day here, 
which may be a break. 

On Broadway Monday afternoon 
it was so crowded people were walk- 
ing four deep in the gutters. That’s 
in the 4@’s, not in the 90's. Still, 
there were quite a few people on the 
sidewalks around 96th. Too bad the 
Riverside cofildn’t drag ‘em in. 

Dashington’s dogs and cats, well- 
trained performers, opened. It was 
a nifty for the kids—in fact, their 
favorite. Joe Wallace and Joe Cap- 
po, hoofers, followed (New Acts). 
Despite fast routining the boys 
passed cold at the matinee. 

Homer B. Mason and Marguerite 
Keeler, playing a broad sketch 
about having too much money and 
unable to hurt it by spending, in- 
stilled some signs of life in the 
house. This act is fortunate in ap- 
pealing to all types of audiences, 
and can hold up a good spot any- 
where, 

Hamtree Harrington, 
Green, drew less than 
their standard comedy, 
let it bother them. 


with Cora 
usual 


but didn’t 


jlong. Fred Nicolai handled the band jease. “Yesterthoughts,” pretentious 


and novel musical production, closed 


j; intermission (New Acts). 


The second half brought out some 
tough spotting, but managed to put 
over an impression of liveliness in 


includes | 


} 








here, although probably going better 
elsewhere. 

Eddie Nelson had to follow with } 
nut delivery similar to Miss Riano’s. 
It hurt at first. Later Nelson caught } 
on heavily and even pulled the 
miracle of stopping the show. He 
uses two people also, girl and man, 
and has an assortment of hoke 
that’s fast and snappy. 

Kafka, Stanley and Mae, aerial- | 
ists, closed. Kafka has a great forte 
in turning a front somersault while 
swinging, and catching by his heels. 
Stanley is a twir) artist, both with 
teeth and arm. Mae is the looks. 
and good. 

“Fable” and Pathe newsreee) in- 


cluded. 
ACADEMY 


(Vaude-Pct.) 

Menday afternoon the show was 
half over before the audience poked 
its applause wingers out of their 
shells. Acts ran along to get off. 

Four acts of an eight-act show 
passed without any noise. 

After the wire walking opening, 
@ two-man song combo, first com- 
edy came with the Batchelor-Jami- 
son turn. This act seemed short 
somewhere. 

Fred Hildebrand and Vera Mich- 
elena got off badly. The holiday 
audience didn’t take kindly to any- 
thing Hildebrand had, Closing sec- 
tion saved them from a brodie. It’s 
a travesty on “Carmen,” well done 
and as well received. Most of the 
openigg went right over the heads 
and out into the street. The first 
wake up came with Collins and 
Peterson, but they were not the 
usual ‘riot that this pair has been 
around the local combination hopses. 
Biggest hit up to this point was 
scored by Paddy Cliff and orches- 
tra (New Acts). Then a standard 
turn slammed out a _ resounding 
sure-fire hit, Moss and Frye. Their 
jokes landed and their singing was 
effective, 

Santiago Trio closed. This act re- 
ceived more applause than is gen- 
erally bestowed upon closers down 
there. This act has a little bit of 
everything, including dancing, hand- 
balancing and contortionistic work. 

“St. Elmo” (Fox) was taken for 
granted with a pull intended on the 
use of John Gilbert’s name. 

It's a re-issue, Movietone as 
usual proved a novelty. Not such 
interesting subjects, but effective. 

The show speeded along nicely, 
helped perhaps by a lack of encores 
for the earlier turns. * Mark, 


BROADWAY 


(Vaude-Pcts) 


The supper show caught Monday 
left a good deal to be desired in the 
way of arrangement, for example 
placing @f an excellent dance pro- 
duction next to closing, while a 
man and woman with a dull talk- 
ing sketch in “one” closed the show. 
This in addition to the absence 
from the show of two of the acts 
prominently billed outside. There 
are mechanical reasons in show 
rupning for these circumstances, of 
course, but one wonders what the 
supper show patrons think of the 
deal. 

Monday evening from 5 o’clock to 
nearly 8 the house was filled to ca- 
pacity with standees piling up rap- 
idly for the regular evening show. 
The absentees from the in-between 
show were Venita Gould and the 
Croonaders, leaving a six-act bill 
of fair quality, but nothing to send 
"em away talking. It would have 
been a good week to spread on the 
show, for the screen feature was 
“The Gorilla,” a good deal stronger 
picture than ordinarily holds forth 
in the Keith-Albee establishments 
in this territory. 

Maybe the settled policy is to give 
‘em just so much in an unvarying 
routine week after week, so they 
won't expect too much. Or maybe 
the feverish billing of the Broad- 
way lobby out front is expected to 
make up for any slight deficiency 
in the entertainment within. In 
either case, it’s a highly satisfac- 
tory business system—for the op- 





position around the square. 
Ossie and Linko opened. Two 
men acrobats with an idea that 


takes them away from the average. 
Dress as baseball players, and as 
feature of their hand-to-hand rou- 
tine have a novel finish, when the 
understander does a head-stand on 
9 pedestal, while the comedian 
jitches fast baseballs to him in up- 
side-down position. Nice applause- 
getter. Use of a baseball bat for 





‘pogo stick” feats also fitted into 
the character. 





with | 


jt In a normal | 
|@ thrilling bust, but dragged t0O| house this pair. can mop up with | 


Ross Wyse, Jr., and Co., another 


of those young hopefuls attended by }|° 


pa.and ma. This one makes good | 
come to think of it most of th: 
kid generation in this style of tur: 
do have something to offer. Maybe, 
it’s a hopeful sign for the next gen 
eration of vaudeville—if there’ 
vaudeville left by the next gener 
tion. Ross, Junior, is a corker 


geet 


4 


VARIETY 29 
his feet, doing high-class tap danc- 
ing and impressive acrobatic step- 
ping and contortion. He can handk 
smooth talk As well, and the family 
have worked out a nice routine, 
with the Old Man turning loose a 
bit of dance-tumbling of no mean 
quality. Mama is a looker to have 
a son of 17 or thereabouts, am 
also plays the sax. which probably; 
is a holdover from the old tur: 
before Junior got into the game. 

Lew Seymour and Jessie Howar: 
and their melange ealled “Al 
Around Town Revue,” really held 
up the whole show, coming No. 3 
for this session. Theirs is a nicely 
broken up bit, the comedy of the 


man and woman, being agreeably 
varied by the stepping and singing 


of their four boy and girl assist- 
ants who comprise Max Ford, a 
stepper of the sort you'd expect 


from the name, two cute kids in the 
Shay Sisters, and a second boy, 
Charles Nellis. Seymour and How- 
ard have a couple of amusing black- 
outs, and their final bit of military 
travesty is a rich diaphram laugh. 
They did nearly 25 minutes at this 
show, which was plenty. 


Valentine Vox, ventriloquist of 
long standing, has hooked up a first 
rate low comedy turn with Emily 
Walters, who formerly worked with 
Walter Walters. Some of their talk 
from the dummies is pretty broad 
stuff for the family crowd, but it 
has the saving grace of being con- 
sistently funny. The woman makes 
her entrance as a nurse wheeling 
a baby dummy in a perambulato: 
end leading a walking doll. The man 
walks on alone and his dummies— 
the familiar tough kid—scoots on 
in a toy automobile, where it re- 
mains during the turn. Vox fea- 
tures a song in which he himself 
sings straight while his dummy does 
harmony, the two voices being dis- 
tinct. It’s a tax on credulity, but 
the audience seemed to be impress- 
ed, taking the feat as being on the 
level. Ventriloquists haven't been 
so plentiful lately, but this one Its 
a whale of a comedy number for 
small time audiences. Always was. 


Tillis and La Rue, dancers, ac- 
companied by the Four Roses and 
Hollingsworth and Crawford, man 
and woman in sketch “Bobbed' 
(both New Acts). Rush. 


AMERICAN ROOF 


(Vaude-Pcts) 

Crackerjack show first half. Eight 
acts and Mary Pickford in “My Best 
Girl” on the screen. Also two more 
K-A_ standard acts swing-overs 
Capacity downstairs and Roof Mon- 
day night. 

The K-A’s were Burns and Burch- 
ill, fast mut comedy male duo in 
next to shut, and the Andersons, 
mixed acrobatic duo, in follow on. 

Ruby Latham Duo, man and 
woman, qualified In pacemaker with 
balancing and contortion, the wom- 
an handMng the brunt. 

Murphy Brothers, No. 2, singing 
and dancing, with the latter stand- 
ing out and making them good 
graders for this spot. 

Cole and Ward, mixed team, fo)- 
lowed with some roughneck comedy 
a la Mclaughlin and Evans, but 
with different material, The dame’s 
attempt to pry her boy friend awa, 
from the neighborhood poolroom 
was the basic foundation for muc) 
clever cross-fire in 10th avenue dla 


lect, with song and dance finish 
Over good. 
Marrone-L/ Acosta and Co. closed 


the first half in a pretentious danc 
ing act with adagio and Chines: 
Apache the big wallops. Mile. Galla 
and Senorita Carlita serve, respect - 
ively, as danee partners for the fea- 
tured male dancers, with a male 
accompanist rounding out support 
Costuming and settings are of an 


elaborate order, with the dancing 
contributions up to par. Went ove 
big, 

Abbey Sisters, harmony trio 


opened second half and scored with 
harmonizing that set them pretty. 
Walter Walters and Co., ventrilo- 
quist with fem assistant, was equal- 
ly weld liked, handling twosome re- 
partee with partner via “dummies.” 
and also featuring “The Baby's 
Cry,” which Walters’ former part- 


ner, Emily Walters, is using in 
similar act 
Burns and Churchill, next, pan 


icked with mixture of hokum, lov 
comedy, eccentric dancing and son 
clown songs. joth are adequat 
clowns who know their laugh-get 
ting angles. Their getaway snee 
in demanding the audience to than} 
them inatead of them thanking the 
audience for results, died here to the 
point of resentment. Despite that, 


the boys stole the show 
The Andersons closed with some 
fast gymnastics, capably handled. 
Edta 
JUDGMENTS 
M. A. C. Theatre Corp.:.J. D’Am 
brosio et al.: $879.60. 
Harry Pearl; BR. Protis; $3,130 
Park Roya!, Inc.; House of A 
| Silz, Inc.; $466 
Edyth Totten Theatre, Inc.; FP 
Seibel; $110. 
Bayside Amus Corp.; A. L. 
Cohen: $700 
Grencourt Hotel, Inc.; C. Roser 
berg; $493 
Satisfied Judgments 
Crazy Village Amus. Co, In 
! Coher 3 {? 19°7 
Same i $/50;, same 
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—————————————— a = = — ee = ==——- —_— : —_ 
BERNAYS JOHNSON (4) ROSITA and RAMON (11) TILLIS and LA RUE and Co. (4) | “YESTERTHOUGHTS” (7) FRANK SINCLAIR and CO. (3) 
Electrical Novelty Ballroom Dancing Dance Revue Musical Production Girl Act 
18 Mins.; One and Full Stage 15 Mins.; Full (Special) 17 Mins.; Full Stage 20 Mins.; Full (Special) 22 Mins.; Full Stage (Sp!) 
Hippodrome (V-P) | Palace (St. V) B’way (V-P) Riverside (St. V) 5th Ave. (V-P) 

Bert s Johnson is a dignified| Imported team and programed as]. An artistic bit of dance producing Pretentious musical production, Kind of hoke stuff usually done 
ballyhoo act which the Keith office | recently of the Club Mirador. Cab- |in frameup, settings and the dancing | .,..ented by C. B. Maddock and|>¥:man and woman cross-fire pair, 
had “show” at the Hippodrome last |arets are their field, not vaudeville, of the two principals, man and featuring Reginald B. Merville. only, elaborated beyond all merit in 
week possessing hallyhoo pos-| Pretty set and technically efficient dager at the opening, girl is posed Vaudeville houses can’t go wrong time and material: with four people. 
sibilities exceeding the freakiest of | but of no brilliance and a quiet in- oe recral Precis tai tuturietia ertee. with * & ye eee ne 2 mintes 
freak be ts from topical to physical | rene Oe gperagynen rans oe d nd contumes tage ‘ad thteQuction. Openis before a black drop, with nD ane done. Here it has almost 
gate ees ‘ king showman) P@St couple of seasons, mainly be- Orchestra is the Four Roses, stand- ny giag asa em — : —— Sinclair has as. support. Wain- 

ohnson 3s a Corking showman) wause of the many adagio couples. |#fda organization itself, using violin,| #5 4¢ GUNES 5B VETIOUS . SAtions, right Sisters and Kay Karyl. Sis 
without being “professional or Flo: gh EE aera sod i ; piano, ‘cello and cymbalom. holes in the drop open on studio 7; ige 

Sygent Sige i F a a sicts oating waltzes and heel tapping ~ diene Anendumdings ta taeda ters do one number in the quiet 
chow-wise in his manner Sf apes: tangos to string accompaniment] Following the musical intro, man | * - , = q harmony style affected by girl 
GF poonentation. don’t mean much in a theatre these | 4ancer appears in elaborate hussar/4nd all entertainers start singing|+..ms, lately, making fairly attrac. 

Nor is he condescending In his| gays. This pair offered a couple of | Uniform and the pair go into a ball- the same pop number. , This com- | tive bit. Rest is tiresome talk con- 
professional explanation of elemen- | good looking catches during an Ar-|T0om routine varied with acrobatic edy leads into Merville’s wish for taining of humor only a trace 
tary scientific data. He opens in| gentine interpretation, but the neck | bits, some of the latter being rather oldtime stuff, Turn opens in hotel Lehi - 
“one” and proceeds to attack his/ swingers would scoff. Class? Who| Startling, going into ground tum- Next is scene outside drop of cO-| made mostly of drops done in 
subject with dispatch. He concen- | cares? In vaudeville. bling rather than adaglo posings.|lonial mansion, with people enter-| black and white like pen and ink 
trates on.the riagic of the radio} 4 pretentious full stage set im-|™an throws girl over his shoulder,/ing for Hallowe'en party. Quick] sketch, Sinclair seated on ‘Sivouton 
lamp, which, he announces, W0N| mediately followed by a plain street catching her from behind and brings| move to full stage of mansion in- sofa centre. Flirts with each of 
him considerable recognition In/qrop and baggy trousers. All right, | her to standing position, as in a mat/ terior where guests are congre-| three girls in. succession. One after 
America and abroad. It is a lamp|pyt what's the difference? Class |Toutine, always preserving the mu-| gated. the other they tell him he'll have 
that becomes illuminated by ether plus the unusual okay. But noth- = ae Alls in int “er In this setting a repertoire of old|to “see aunty.” All three pretend 
control, but othe:wise has no wires! ing unusual in this act. a rc on . - ha the ae. familiar melodies is presented by | to be their own chaperones, appear- 
nor visible attachments. A six-piece orchestra accompanies cnange. ; rop ac rises, - four men and three girls. Because ing in comedy old‘ woman get-up 

Varying phases of phenomena, in- |augmented by three troubadours, | Closing girl at cottage window, ap- 


cluding its penetration through 
glass, water and the human body 
(employing a comely woman for 
this demonstration), are presented. 
‘To prove its harml‘ssness in the 
water transmission, live goldfish in 
the bowl are seen. 

A demonstration employing “cold 
heat,” including the frying of an 
egg is relieved by such terse com- 
edy comment as a “silent prayer— 
not for the success of the experi- 
ment, but the freshness of the egg.” 

So, for the first 12 minutes or s6, 
Johnson offers experiments. evi- 
dencing the neutralization of the 
force of graviiy with an impressive 
airplane prop which is seen to rise 


strings. 
that’s that. 


vaudeville, 
fairly spotted No. 


Dance Spectacle 
20 Mins.; Full Sta 
5th Ave. (V-P) 


out. 


Three or four dances and 


Good looking couple and prob- 
ably meeting approval when per- 
forming for dress clothes and in a 
restaurant. No standout material for 
though, and did just 


ARTHUR COREY and CO. (5) 


An idea hére but not well worked 
Arthur Corey is a dancer in 
the classical style. Combines that 
specialty with the old statuette pos- 


parently writing letter. She comes 
out and posts the note, as boy in 
letter carrier’s uniform appears, 
There is a comedy flirtation bit go- 
ing into more acrobatic dancing 
with comedy slants, and at the finish 
girl accepts boy and tears up let- 
ter. Odd little story done in dance. 
Another musical interval by or- 
chestra. Back drop becomes a 
wharf with moored ship. Boy is 
sailor this time. Girl is flirtatious 
French flapper and they have an- 
other pantomimic flirtation and a 
still more sensational acrobatic 
dance for the finale, — 

Consistent idea of character bits 
cone in dance with appropriate 


Sid, 


of the nice vocal qualities it’s a 
surprise when all bring out trom- 
bones and trumpets for some good 
work in strong brass. Merville 
backs with a bass horn, displaying 
exceptional merit in a solo. 


The. horns make a peppy finale. 
Especially impressive is a rendition 
of “Rhapsodie in Blue,” novelly ar- 
ranged for the all-brass, 


Seems a certain clicker for all 
houses, : 


“ROUND-DE-LAY” (7) 

Songs and Dances ; 
20 Mins.; Full Stage (Special) 
Audubon (V-P). 


for more indefinite hoke comedy, fed 
to Sinclair’s flash. young man. This 
goes on and on and on to nothing 
but weariness. Fo~ the finish all 
four go into a burlesque. Floradora 
sextet, which turns to black bottom 
and counterfeit aunts doff disguise. 
Sinclair acts as though he might 
do reasonably well as singing and 
dancing comedian, but he hasn’t the 
weight to lead a pretentious turn. 
The three girls here have very lit- 
tle of anything, either avhen singing, 
dancing or talking, and the sketch 
itself is a total waste'of effort. As 
near to an utter dud as vaudeville 
often gets. Rush. 








ing display, using the five girls in 
statue poses wearing very little but 
vari-colored paint to represent the 
jewels in a jewel case, such* as 


straight up from the ground. John- 
son explained that this is the trend 
in aviation, to eliminate the long 
“take-off” and landing fields, with 


backgrounds in settings shapes the 
turn up as a novelty. Music of the 
Four Roses meritorious item in an 
altogether pleasing ensemble, with 


“DANCING PRINCE§S” Co. (7) 
Songs and Dances 
20 Mins.; Full Stage (Special) 


Framed. evidently for picture 
houses as well as vaude. It makes 


for clean film house entertain- 
ment, 





SN ee eee ee 


° 


the theory that, if the world re- 
volves completely on its axis every 
24 hours, one can remain aloft for 
six or eight hours and find his des- 
tinatioa revolving about beneath. 

The big punch in Johnson's act is 
his billing as “the man who defies 
the electric chair.” The gag is ap- 
parently in the construction of the 
chair, said to cost $6,900. 

Johnson announces that he will 
receive 350 amperes of current 
through his body, thrice the quan- 
tity necessary to electrocute a hu- 
man being. Johnson states that it is 
fear which paralyzes an electrocuted 
person and not the actual “juice” 
that kills him, inferring that possibly 
the ensuing autopsy has something 
to do with the physical destruction 
of a condemned murderer. Johnson 
contends that by keeping cool and 
ary (perhaps a trying condition for 
the average death-house victim), 
one can withstand the shock. On 
that theory, Johnson presents its 
demonstration. 

To further prove that the juice is 
actually passing through his body, 
@ bar of metal is burnt to white 
heat from a wire on his person, the 
dismembered piece is caught in a 
pan by a “nurse.” Two male attend- 
ants in regulation prisoner’s uniform 
eomplete the cast. 

At all times, the act is kept in 
good taste despite the grimness and 
the sensationalism of its character. 
While the inference is gruesome, the 
Johnson treatment of the electro- 
cution is not. 

ohnson might build up his scien- 
tific backgreund even more. 


emerald, topaz and onyx, the last 
named a figure of ebony black. 

Corey himself is covered in gilt, 
and beside posing does a solo dance 
leading up to the combined display. 
An introduction is in the form of a 


novelty of whole idea making it a 
sure appeal. 


HOLLINGSWORTH and CRAW- 


With the turn is a musician, who 
alternates ‘twixt piano and violin, 
but sticking mainly to the ivories 
for the dance and vocal accom- 
paniment. Nearly all the melodies 


tal costume. 


Into “one” 


mosphere. 
dance, 


rection. 





that by the 


Hoke Comedy 
12 Mins.; One 
Bist St. (V-P). 


the act 


recitation by an extra man in orien- 


Turn opens in full stage with set 
showing moonlit sea and girls as 
sprites in poses and dances. Corey 
comes out of the water effect and 
goes into adagio with one of the 
girls, nice looking plump girl, whose 
adagio is only fair. 
for a violin solo by 
dancing girl in party frock, which 
is rather a violent change of at- 
Another girl does solo 
showing some remarkable 
hand-stands, bends and kicks. Then 
back to full stage with jewel case 
in background with Corey posed 
against it, and parade of jewels, 
ending with ensemble. 
As now routined act has no shape 
or form and is just a loose jumble 
of ideas. It needs showmanly di- 
For a closer it is hopeless, 
for it has so many pauses and gaps 
time the people got 
around to the point of their effort, 
the audience would be on their way. 


WINCHESTER and ROSS (2) 


There’s not much suitable comedy 
in vaudeville of late, so these boys 
should get along okay. 
spite the fact that the best part of 

: is ig a hurriedly taken 


FORD 
“Bobbed” (Sketch) 

13 Mins.; One 
B’way (V-P) 

Harry Hollingsworth and Nan 
Crawford work like an experienced 
pair, but Variety’s new act files 
contain no record of them. Per- 
haps they are newcomers from the 
dramatic stage, Their style sug- 
gests as much, Both are smooth 
players, but in this vehicle they 
have nothing that vaudeville is 
likely to want, 

Straight talking sketch in “One,” 
without any suggestion of specialty. 
Drop showing a cottage in the 
country is the “set.” Woman comes 
out on porch, and via the ‘phone 
tells a friend that she has her hair 
bobbed in spite of hubby’s objec- 
tions. Then she puts on a head- 
dress of false hair. 

“Husband is on, entering into the 
old domestic wrangle, his well in- 
tentioned remarks being twisted by 
the wife into insults or threats. 
Talk of hair bobbing ag false hair 
comes off in husband’s hand. He 
admits that he really wanted her 
to bob her hair, and objected be- 
«|cause he knew she would do the 
opposite of what he wanted. Wife 
then upbraids him for making her 
do something against her will. And 
the wrangle starts all over again. 
Thin stuff—and a stale topic, too— 
to fill in quarter of an hour in 


Rush. 


This de- 


of the waltz variety, the dances and 
vocal numbers running to the 
straight ballady type. 


Nice, clean act. Has a_ prima 
donna, a girl acrobatic dancer and 
two young male hoofers. Some- 
thing new in the dance and song 
combo in the way of a male hand 
balancers, with the understander of 
Samsonlikte muscular development 
who also works to advantage in an 
adagio number with the principal 
dancer, Not a bad idea and getting 
a 2-in-1 service. 


The boys that step harmonious- 





ly on their feet and one as an ec- 
centric drunk roughed up consider- 
ably, registering a substantial hit 
uptown. 

The contortionistic - acrobatic 
lady works gracefully and is an 
asset. 

Will hold its own on any bill. 

: Mark. 





HELEN HIGGINS and CO. (4) 
Dancing and Song 

19 Mins.; One and Three 
American Roof (V-P) 


Okay on appearance and nicely 
coStumed, but merely a monotonous 
hoofing routine without a chance of 
scoring. 


Helen Higgins has surrounded 
herself by three young men, pianist 
and brace of hoofers. 


Audubon (V-P) 

Care has been taken in staging 
this dancing and singing act, along 
miniature production lines. It is 
costumed _ attractively and has 
scenic equipment that carries out 
the castle and its princess theme. 
“The Princess” as a dancer looks 
attractive in white and dances well. 
Outstanding is an acrobatic girl 
tossed around by a male partner. 
She works hard and takes some 
rough tumbles. 

Two other women go in for vo- 
calizing, duetting a topical number. 
It filled in ecreditably. 

A pair of juveniles with one tak- 
ing care of the vocal assignment 
effectively and the other corking 
Russian legmania dancer. 

Act will do; has sufficient body 
strength in dancing and the voice 
to please in picture houses. Classy 
for the most part and the work of 
that acrobatic girl and the boy 
hoofer will hold attention anywhere. 
Mark. 





EDDIE SELWYN 

Songs 

16 Mins.; One and Three 
American Roof (V-P) 

Eddie Selwyn does impersona- 
tions of Al Jolson, Eddie Cantor 
and Eddie Leonard, using the last 
for the clincher. Possessed of a like- 
able voice and putting himself 
across the footlights with snappy 
delivery, he filled the opening of 
the second half of an 8-act bill here 
satisfactorily. 

Opens with a medley of tunes 
glorifying Tin Pan Alley, stopping 
to introduce an imaginary Jolson to 


The latter 
Stressing against any childish| i} 46-minute encore. vaudeville. You constantly expect| pair, buck dancers, are without ee folks ae a pence oe. 
euriosity in things electrical which| “poth gress funny, one with ajone or the other to respond to a/|anything in the line of novelty step- elwyn makes but a slight attemp 
might boomerang on inquisitive or 


semi-experimental minds 
also be included to good purpose. 
The playing up of this would off- 


get in a measure any criticism. of 
the act for matinee draw purposes 
and its relationship to the women 


could 


of those things. 
handled better, 


time he says “s 
sing, break into a dance, 
gagging, and back to dancing. One 
Gags could be 
as they are nov. 
drawing the laughs they should. 


loose moustache that flops every 
." They start to 


music cue or go into a step. 
Rush. 





turn. to 


ROWLAND and JOYCE (2) 
Comedy and Songs 
12 Mins.; One 


ping. 

The girl appears first, singing 
silently to herself for no obvious 
reason. The eccentric waltz, fol- 
lowing, tooks good, but is not suf- 
ficiently intriguing to rouse special 


at strict impersonation relying 
mostly on his own style for results. 
For the Leonard number Selwyn 
goes into three to put.on his make- 
up in view of the audience. Sings 
a song of bygone stars for the finish. 
Mori. 


d childre That i it ot . American Roof (V-P) interest. i ihaieeea taille 
on ra he of by cich fekatie She hurried encore'’s er 4| With the joke books, “College| ‘There is not the slightest excuse | PADDY CLIFF and Orch (9) with 
mature of the exhibition Right penta in ll bette ‘tr Ma a pod Humor,” and innumerabie American | for the second attempt at song by Elsie Free — 
now the “kick” is a bit too acute > . ; - . and British periodicals devoted to} the featured dancer. Music and Dances 


for adolescent or feminine edifica- 
tion. 

Johnson's chief asset Is his stu- 
dious frankiiess and the abgence of 
the air of professionalism or 
“showmanship.” He is a young man 
fn his 30's, of impressive personality. 
He wears i -nless spectacles which 


.§* are an asset to the scientific spiel. 


No getting away from the con- 
stant suspicion of the gimmick in it. 
With that mental reaction apparent 
to Johnson, he has diligently chosen 
his )] neua’.? in nullifvir™ : nz 
derogatory that the average layman 


phoney 
magic. 


Comedy Musical 
14 Mins.; One 
Sth Av. (V-P). 


an orchestra. 





assorted 


proaching train projected on a 
picture screen. Also there is some 
juggling 


The boys take in a lot of terri- 
tory and should have something to 
please everybody. 


PENNY, REED and GOLD 


Apparently three young men from 
Have no voices. The 
possibilities of clarinet, saxophone 
and piano for @ specialty are pretty 


humor, no reason why these boys 
shouldn't be able to choose a brand 
new line of comedy... Their material 
is not merely ancient but. practically 
lifeless. 

Rowland, the older, affects a 
broad Irish brogue. He can de- 
liver but hasn't the opportunity at 
present. Joyce solos with a song 
and later both warble to good re- 
turns. 

Gagging about nothing in par- 
ticular in Irish accent will get this 
team nowhere. Mort. 


ana 





While evidently a finished twirler, 
‘Miss Higgins must add some flash 
stepping to her routine if the act is 
to register. 

Finished to little applause in No. 
4, closing the first half. Mort. 


\ 


HALSTEAD and ALMA (2) 
Songs 

12 Mins.; Two 

8ist St. (V-P). 

Must be 
there is no 
riety’s files. 

It is of semi-concert type, selling 





veteran act, 
record of it 


although 
in Va- 





23 Mins.; Full. Stage 
Academy (V-P) 
Applause cleanup at the Academy 
of Music Monday afternoon. 

300d act of its kind. Nine girls 
in the band with the Academy giv- 
ing them a drawing room effect. 
The girls play well and the team- 
work of the combined fem outfit 
recalls the old act of the Navassar 
Girls. 

Paddy is a hard worker; he has 
youth, pep and is generous in giving 
the musicians a chance. 

In Miss Free, Paddy has 


a stage 





re asset; she has an attractive figure, 

might present. | limited. So the three make their WALLACE and CAPPQ (®) itself on vocal quality alone. Twolis graceful as a dancer and shows 

The electrocution lay-out and its | bid on grotesque comedy. 7 ° ladies warble an assortment of old- | sufficient skill with the violin to 

performance occupies about three | : Humor is pretty terrible. All three ni uy ‘a v) time numbers,in harmony and solo.| play as she bends and does splits. 

minutes in its entirety. The actual | do grotesque, red nose get up and iverside (: . | Beecuse of its serious and con-| Miss Free also comes back for an 

electrical transmission with John- | the material matches, Most of it is A fast eight minutes of hoofing | Sistently mild tenor, the act is for| encore and does a BB in an ab- 

son seated is about a half minute |crude mugging and grimacing. worked by two young fellows, It’s | deuce spotting, | breviated outfit that was well done. 

in length, but a thrilling half min- Most of the early matter is dud|okay for early vaudeville spotting The ladies start at twin pianos,} Paddy Cliff sings, vyodels nd 

: ute it is, and seeming longer be- cross fire, some “Dutch” dialect. For} but would do better im picture/|with one leaving her instrument! dances: he does some Russian leg- 
; cause of the high-pitched tenseness | the finish one of the trio plays two | houses. after batting a few notes Voices | ging that brought instant applause 

; of the situation. | clarinets at once, while the others | Several new tricks and a reliable |are good All in all a good musical bet 4a! 1 

$ Johnson is a natural for thrill ex- | accompany on piano and sax. This | assortment of the standard stuff. Lobby photos are rather-conspicu- | stronger with such a combo 4s 
: ploitation. Abel, j|is the best thing they do. Rush. ' Boys have neat appearance, ous because of apparent age. Paddy and Miss Free. Mark. 
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Aaron Jones’ Gift 
Sent Leo Into Faint 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

Leo Stevens believes in Santa 
Claus and went into a legit faint 
to prove it. 

Leo ig producer of the stock bur- 
jesque shows rotating at the Rialto 
and Star and Garter theatre here. 
Friday he called on Aaron Jones, 
owner of the Rialto, to convey the 
season’s greetings. Jones slipped 
him a piece of paper that looked 
like a check. 

Overwhelmed, Leo stuck it in his 
pocket and bowed out. He was so 
excited he forgot to look at the sum 
and the sig and ran down to the 
Rialto stage where he gathered the 
company together and delivered an 
eulogistic address on what a great 
guy Aaron Jones is. 

When getting down to how much, 
Leo unfolded the lega) tender. But 
his speech ended right there, for 
Leo took a dead flop. 

The check was for a grand. 








12 Grinders on Runway 
Now at Columbia, N. Y. 


The Columbia, New York, this 
week installed an illuminated run- 
Way and a permanent runway en- 
gwzemble of 12 grinding choristers 
headed by Isobe} Van. 

The house girls will work in con- 
Junction with the wheel shows. 

Isobel Van has been playing run- 
Way engagements with stock out- 
fits, her last in New York being at 
Hurtig & Seamon’s Yorkville, stock, 
New York. 





Columbia’s Midnite Show 


A new Broadway show wrinkle is 
to be launchec. at the Columbia, 
long the home of Columbia bur- 
lesque, at midnight, Jan. 22, by Sid- 
ney C. Anschell, the first of an in- 
definite series of midnight shows 
nightly and including Sundays, un- 


der the caption of “Anschell’s 
Shambles.” 
Associated with Anschel] in the 


midnight revue project will be Fred 
€lark, who will stage the shows. ° 





COOPER’S REVUE EXTRA 


Jimmie Cooper has scrapped his 
vaude version of “Black and White 
Revue” and will play several weeks 
as added attraction with Columbia 
wheel shows, 

Cooper has framed an act with the 
Caites Family for the added attrac- 
tion tour. The combine appears 
thie week with “Tip.Top Revue.” 





Gayety, Detroit, Back 
Gayety, Detroit, will be restored 
to the Columbia wheel Jan. 1, coun- 
terbalancing the drop out of Miner’s, 
Bronx. 
Gayety had played Columbia 


SHOWN ON AIR 


Geo. Young’s Sieas Radio Tie- uP | 
in Wilkes-Barre 


‘Max Spiegel Back i in 
Theatre Promotion| 


Max Spiegel, whose career as ; 
theatre and circuit promecter col- 
j} lapsed in New York some years 
|; ago, opened pretentious offices late 
last week at 1440 Broadway, and 


George Young, manager of the | 
burlesque show Laffin’ Thru ef- 
fected a tieup last week at Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa. 

The Mutual show went on the air 


at WBAX at 
hours. 


11:30 p. m,. for two 





Thelma Carlton Rejected | 
Cut—Sues Columbia | 


Thelma M. Carlton, dancer, tor- 
merly with the Columbia burlesque 
wheel, began Action last week in a 
suit for $12,700 against the Colum- 
bia Aumusement Company and Ed- 
ward E. Daly, alleging breach o1 
contract, according to Joseph Wolf- 
man, attorney, of 2 Lafayette street, 
assisting the dancer’s lawyers, Kin- 
ney & McQuade, 2 Lafayette street 


Miss Carlton is a specialty solo 
dancer. According to her contract, 
Wolfman stated, she was to receive 
$150 each week from July 29, 1927, 
until Jan. 1, 1928. For the first half 
of 1928 she was to get $175 and $200 
for the latter part of ’28 and the 
same amount for 1929, Wolfman de- 
clares the contract reads. 


Out of the clear blue, Wolfman 
stated, they declared a cut in her 
salary. She refused to yield to the 
cut and was “fired,” her attorney 
averred. 





Dave Marion West 
Los Angeles,-Dec. 27. 


Dave Marion, burlesque comic, 
is here to negotiate a series of 
“Snuffy, the Cabman” comedies. 

Agnes Beehler, his wife, and 
Charles Daniels, former manager of 
Casino, Brooklyn, are with him. 





Olympic Reverts to Wheel 


Columbia - Mutual wheel shows 
will supplant stock burlesque at the 
Olympic, New York, in two weeks, 
unless present plans miscarry. 

Opposition in the locality due 
next week, when stock burlesque 
displaces Yiddish shows at the 
Irving Place, near the Qlympic, is 
reported as a reason for the re- 
sumption of the traveling shows. 

The Olympic had played Mutual 
shows until several weeks ago. 





BURNS STOCK AT IRVING PL. 


Stock burlesque supplants Yid- 
dish drama at ‘the Irving Place, 
New York, Jan, 2, Charles Burns, 
summer stock operator, is again 
taking over the house. 

With the Irving Place switching 
to stock provides opposition in the 
east side territory since’ the 
Olympic, New York, former Mutual 
house, has been operating stock for 





shows until several months ago. 


several months. 


|} embarked on a new 
| showdom, bc 





| Mitchell 





venture in | 


Spiegel is now said to have fi-} 
nancial] backing from up-state New 
York money, partly Buffalo. He 
married a daughter of the late 
Mark of Buffalo 
years ago anc did much of the pro- 
| motion connected with the Mark 
Strand Circuit. 

The new Spiegel connection is | 
called the International Circuit of | 
Dramatic Theatres, Inc. 

The plan is said to be a theatre 
circuit to house dramatic produc- 
tions which have made a reputation 
on Broadway. 


House Patrons Voted 
No on Stock Burlesque 








Proposed reversion of the Su- 
preme, New York, from its current 
vaude and picture policy to stock 
burlesque is off, with the house con- 
tinuing its present policy. 

The change had been scheduled 
for Jan. 16 but was scrapped after 
the house management put the bur- 
lesque proposition to a vote among 
its patrons during the past two 
weeks. 


Status of Empress 


Milwaukee, Dec. 27. 

The future of the Empress here 
is up to Fox & Kraus, who are re- 
ported taking over the house and 
assume its contro] next May. Em- 
press stock closed Dec. 18. 

The Mutual wheel plays the Gay- 
ety, operated by F. & K. At the 
season’s end the Gayety is coming 
down. 

This forecasts Mutual spews for 
the Empress, 





DE KALB MAY TRY STOCK 

Stock burlesque may be tried at 
the Dekalb, Brooklyn, N. Y., as suc- 
cessor to dramatic stock. 

Despite the house being spotted 
in the Willlamsburgh section of 
Brooklyn between the Gayety play- 
ing Mutual shows and Empire play- 
ing Columbia shows, it is figured 
that the Small-Strausberg Circuit 
is amenable to the stock burlesque 
idea submitted by Harry Segal, 


“WINE” SHOW OFF 


“Wine, Women and Song’ closes 
on the Columbia wheel this week. 

“Lid Lifters,” new show organ- 
ized by Lew Talbot, will supplant 
it, taking up the route at the Em- 


some }. 





pire, Brooklyn, Jan. 2. 


BURLESQUE 


BURLESQUE REVIEWS 


SPEED GIRLS 


(MUTUAL) 


Nuth Sayon 
These hot mama burlesque shov 
ine becoming standardized to the 
extent that one finds it hard to dis 
inything in them to mark ome 
from another Usually the only 
difference is in the style of sex ap- 
peal and the staging of the nuin- 
| bers There are very few 
in circulation with a eon edy 

of their own. 


The comedy of this 
ated by Ray Read 
comic, is stereotyped They all 
work hard enough but they haven't 
a thing to deliver. The laughs all 
have their basis in smut of more on 
less coarseness. 
any more; 


trou] es 


style 


outht oper 
also its chief 


Comics don't swear 
just slam each other 
around and get noisy to fill in the 
time between undress dances and 
hip waving. 
Shimmying on a 
become the 


grind basis 
burlesque staple. 
what the crowd comes 
parently. Burlesque 
to be graded and classed exclu- 
sively upon their special gifts in 
the way of agitating themselves or 
upon their possession of something 
in the way of personal contours to 
agitate. 

These 
Nellie 


nas 
That's 
to sec, ap- 
women appear 


observations 
Nice, 


bring us to 
who is the show’s main 
sex appeal, When her shoulder 
strap coyly slips and she makes 
emotional gestures with her shoul- 
ders, she diffuses dramatic suspense 
all over the neighborhood. tier 
performance of similar maneuvers, 
only wider and grander in scope, 
out on the Harlem Music Hall run- 
way, is something to go miles to 
see. You wouldn't call it art, but 
the Monday night audience had 
come there for that specific pur- 
pose, apparently, for they were still 
demanding more of the same sort at 
10.45. It was a capacity audience 
Monday night, too, and probably the 
liveliest observed in a burlesque 
house this season. The logic there- 
fore is that they want oriental 
dancing of the kind Miss Nice dis- 
penses and pay to see it. 
For instance, Annabelle 
makes a rather sightlhy number 
leader, sings agreeably, and can 
dance more than a little. Her 
acrobatic steps, were rather grace- 
ful as done by this slender, young 
and good looking girl, but the Mu- 
sic Hall clientele were cold to her 
performance, except on the one oc- 
caslom early in the second part 
when she wore scanty trunks and 
brassiere, Edna Thayer is the 
third principal woman, a _ blonde 
young person just over the pony 
size, but having little to do except 
contribute to the mild comedy bits 
An illustration of the poverty of 
comedy device in this show—and 


Morris 


the same thing seems to run 
through most of the wheel organ- 
izations—-is the second part open- 


ing. The scene is a bare stage of 


[another 


| 
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a musik hall where Monday re- 
earsal is in progress. Now you'd 
expect that an experienced bur- 
esquer would be able to make 
rome honest, low comedy fun out 
of this Not 80 There wasnt a 
single giggle in it Miss Thayer 
ind Harry Seyon in travesty of an 
acrobatic act, clown around aim- 
lessly for perhaps three minutes, 


and then the chorus surges on for 


shimmy bee 


Several of the girls in the chorus 


are brought out for numbers and 
specialty bits, but no effort is 
made to build them up Dot Read 
and Cleo Douglas, with another 


girl, do a trio .on saxophones, but 
their little specialty is covered up 
in an ensemble number and passes 


almost unnoticed. Ruth Seyon also 


is taken from the line to go out 
front for a number and looked as 
though she might have been em- 


ployed In something else away from 
the routine. But ehe merely went 
back into her place 

They carry 16 girls of about the 
average appearance but something 
more than usual animation. By the 
way, there are several of the “Beef 
Trust” Billy Watson type in the 
croup, a burlesque figure that had 


almost disappeared. Good flashy 
settings and fairly fresh costuming. 
Rush. 
(COLUMBIA) 
Principal Comic..,.. ..Sam Raynor 
Second Comic....eess .Charles (ole 
Irish Comic....... ees Pat White 
Roubret...cccocecscccces Estel! e (Arab) Mack 
Prima DOmn@...sccessesseces Elaine Beasley 
. sos ceceneesnet soeeooede Adele Lewis 
Btraiamt..cccecoccecoeccecse . Jack La Due 
Juvenile....s. WPYTTTITT TT TTT Te Ear! Root 
PUIMCIPAS. ccccccccsevess Miss Billy La Mont 


A crack song-and-dance show 
with sufficient Mutual influence to 
make it the sort of snappy burlesque 
they'll fall for hard. 

E. J. Ryan, Mutual producer, is 
sponsoring this one, having taken 
over title and franchise from Co- 
lumbia, which formerly had it out 
under different auspices. Ryan has 
given it a perfect burlesque cast and 
production, 

Monday afternoon it packed them 
at the Columbia. The new runway 
also went into this house, with Isa- 
bel Van and 12 eye-filling wigglers 
handling the offstage “grinds” ex- 
clusively and getting over big in a 
trio of numbers. Miss Van knows 
her runway stuff and sells heavy on 
looks and delivery. 

“Nothing But Girls” adheres to 
revue formula, with comedy black- 
outs spacing the song-and-dance 
numbers. Some new and old atuff 
is incorporated in the comedy sec- 
tion, but it all gets over. 

Sam Raynor, featured and doing 
tramp, is a fast-working comic who 
will undoubtedly be grabhed for 
Rroadway musicals before’ long. 
Raynor shoulders the comedy bur- 


(Continued on page 36) 





) 


BURLESQUE ROUTES wil! 
be found on page 53. 
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ANSCHELL’ 
“MIDNIGHT SHAMBLES’”’ 


BIG SENSATIONAL MIDNIGHT REVUE 





COLUMBIA THEATRE 


47th STREET at TIMES SQUARE, NEW YORK. CITY 





WANTED—60 DANCING CHORUS GIRLS 


COMEDIANS—PRINCIPAL WOMEN--SPECIALTIES 
ONE SHOW NIGHTLY AT MIDNIGHT 
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COMMENCING SANUARY 22, 1928, FOR AN INDEFINITE RUN 


Apply SIDNEY C. ANSCHELL, Columbia Theatre Bldg., Suite 714-15 
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PRESENTATIO 


— — 


NS—BILLS — 


THIS WEEK (December 26) 
NEXT WEEK (January 2) 


EE — 
Shows <« ing 
week on > day or 

with split w 
Ar asterisk 
turn, reappearing 


’ 


Pictures in 


presentation as ad 


GERMANY 


lude 


numerals such 


Monday 


in classification 


Month of December 


BERLIN 
Barberina 


Roussanova & D 
Bea Zoltana 
Irmeardt Borch'rdt 
Iris White 

Elli Glassner 

Baby Benders 
Tera Guinch 
Christiane & Durch 
Otto Clemente 

H Andre 


Columbia 


Jonny van Hall 
Eugenie Garry 
Dewiltz Sis 


Norman & Olsen 
Eddy Burks 

Kremolina & D 
Richard Golde 
Enoch Light Bd 


Florida 
Armando'a & B 
Jack PFocter 
Tatjana Golnikoff 
Ernest & Yvonne 





Martha Western 


Wintergarten 
Jackson & Lawler 
Cortini 
Creole Rev 
4 Fellows 


| Perzina 


Margwili 

Balleol & Merten 
Madeleine Harrison 
Williams Bonos 


PARIS 
Week of December 26 


Apolle 
Loe Fuller 
6 Waltons 
6 Dack Shings 
Carr Co 
Gine Allan 
Masa Takahashe 
Pasola 
Poli 
Rach 
Miss Tamara 
Willy Ellems 
Omars 2 


Casino de Paris 


Meirice Chevalier 
Therese Dorny 
Bach 

Steading Sis 

Miss Florence 
Rocky 2 

Horam & Myrtil 
Tiller Girls 
Diana 

Endja Mogoul 
Helle Nice 

Suz O'Nil 

Jack Forester 
Germaine Franvils 
Meret-Rauzena 
Pierre Meyer 

Paul Gason Bd 


Folies Bergere 


Jack Stanford 
Josephine Baker 





Alibert 


Jane Pyrac 
Carol-Castel 
Tiller Girls 
Roger Vincent 
Rene Rudeau 
Cahuzac 
Nicolska 
Komarova 


Moulin Rouge 
Johnny Hudgins 
Dolly & Billie 
Rasch Girls 
Harry Pilcer 
Jane Aubert 
Marthe Berthy 
Mauricet 
Dandy 
Jackson Girls 


Olympia 
Spartacus 
Vivarel 
Barthley 
Rosellos 
Wanda Weiner 
Canadians 
Gabriello 
TAlilan Helten 
Jane Ares 
Bismanofft 12 
Jac Dorfman 
Gauthier’s Dogs 
Claire Franconay 

Artons 5 
Doumel 

Max & Maurice 
4 Millions 


LONDON 
Week of December 26 


FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 

Norman Clare 

Dolly Elseworthy 

2 Bobs 

Russell & Dawn 

2 Hugos 

Talbot*& O'Farrell, 

Les Stadium 


HACKNEY 
Empire 
Wyn & Ivy 
Rudinoff 
Fred Sylvester 
Roy’s Lyricals 


Monroe Bros Paul Ehrenfels 
Ruth Howell 2 Empire Paul Farber 
Nat Mil's & Bob Splinters Rev 4 Aristocrats 
: “We're In the Air’ 
LONDON STRATFORD zs 
Alhambra Empire Rivoli — 
_— _— oT Gilda Gray o 
Geddes Bros Telling the Tale Rv nies Senha 
PROVINCIAL ak = 
“Devil Dancer” 
ENGLAND Roxy (24) 
’ Jeanne Mignolet 
sane poms 2 seeme Harold VanDuzee 
Hi. M. Thor = Rat, Maria Gambarelli 
Pantomime o Bree Locke-Harak & L 
CARDIFF Beatrice Belkin 
ARDWICK GREEN Empire Lillian LaTonge 
Empire . Carol Joyce 
pag Cinderella Pan Gladys Rice 
@o Rey CHATHAM Dougias Stanbury 
; cena Hale & Flower 
BIRMINGHAM Empire “Silk Legs” 
Empire Bostock's Cir Strand (24) 
> - . . . . ~ 
ies Level CHISWICK Patricia Bowman 
Geo Guinness pie’ : 
Onesin’s Kids Empire Nikolas Daks 
Cari Lynn The Ghost Train oe ae Orch 
y s erceli . is 
te Dene DUNDEE Arthur Ball 
“rmini Kings Peggy Wagnet 
Joe Termini ees x Hel Sidaire 
Grand “The Love Mart” 


The Daros 
Pjerce & Roslyn 
Coram 

The Brennans 
Menchinova & D 
Mamie Soutter 
Leon Domaque 
Victoria Girls 


BLACKPOOL 
Opera House 
Abie’s Irish Rose 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra 
Glad Eyes Rev 


BRISTOL 

Hippodrome 
Wilson Hallett 
Troy Sis & Helen 
Johnson Clark 
Fiying Flacoris 


Syd Seymour 
Layton & Johnst’ne 
Aileen Stanley 
Jean Goulesco Bd 
Will Hay 
Trebollo & Smiles 
A C Astor 
Coliseum 
Willy Pantzer Co 
Noni & Horace 
Houston Sis 
Norman Long 


Herbert Mundin 
Hudson Girls 


NEW CROSS 





GLASGOW 
Alhambra 
The Desert Song 





Vivian Foster 


Austel & Arthur 


as 
as date may be 
ks also indicated by dates. 


Debroy Somer'’s Bd 


(26) 


picture policy w 


indicate 
For next 


thi 
(1) or (2 


opening 
week 


(*) before name signifies act is new to city, doing a new 
after absence or appearing for first time. 


ith 


vaudeville or 
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CLEVELAND, 0. 
Allen (25) 
Rubinoff 


Park (25) 
Bobby Jones Bd 
Margaret Hegedus 
Sonny 
5| Gardner & 
)| Karanoff & Marie 
Bee Sarge 
Jack & John 
‘My Best Girl’ 


Palace (24) 


Publix Unit 





NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
Hit the Deck 
NEWPORT 
Empire 
Brownbirds Rev 


NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Love & Money Rev 


SOUTHSEA 
Kings 

& Per!m'tt’ 
SWANSEA 


Potash 


Empire 
Piccadilly Rev 
WOooD GREEN 
Empire 


Miss 1928 Rev 





Tt Jazz a la Carte 
junct. a Doris Morand 
Y ae Peggy English 
Flo Oldham Royal = 
Flo Smithson The Swordsman DENVER, COL. 
Stanelli & Douglas ; 4 Denver (24) 
Metropol” Elsa Groocock Co PORTSMOUTH | puplix Unit 
Wiesenthal qh & Page Royal Jerry 
Claire Waldoff sania Dick Whittington Bernard & Henry 
Lotte Kauer 7 Ernie & Fisher 
Klara Karry LIVERPOOL SALFORD Foster Girls 
Empire Palace Flyin’ High 
Scala Humpty Dumpty R k & Beanstalk 
Fratellinis 7 ai DES MOINES, IA. 
Hiawathas MANCHESTER SHEFFIELD Capitol (24) 
4 Urbanis Hippodrome Empire Publix Unit 
pee & White Birds Rev Sunny Comedy Dixieland 
Glen Ellyn . : Joe Penner 
Clark Palace SH’'TH’RDS BUSH Edith Griffith 
Lowskaje Sleeping Beauty Empire Luella Lee 
Baranoffs The Neverworks Rv | Morris & Rapp 
Bert Erol 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Capitol (25) 
Kids in Candyland 

Jerry Green 

“Her Wild Oat” 
Michigan (25) 

Roy Cropper 


r 


Runaway 4 
Arthur Gutow 
“French Dressing” 





People in 
Immediate Engagements 


Incorp 


1560 Broadway 


See P. A. 
ALF T. WILTON 


PRODUCTIONS 


All Lines 


Leonard 


orated 


Bryant 2027-8 





Worth (24) 
Publix Unit 

Joy Bells 

Joe Parsons 

Olga Morselli 
Roma Bros 
Charlotte Arrens 
Mascagno Dancers 
Douglas Wright Co 
Scotty Weston 


HOUSTON, TEX. 
Metropolitan (24) 
Publix Unit 
Tokio Blues 

The Mayakos 
Geo Hirose 

C H Kuma 
Willie Solar 

LOS ANGELES 
Boulevard (23) 
Gene Morgan Bd 














Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (24) 


Walt Roesner Bd 
A Kochetovsky 
Gerardo & Adair 
Joyce Coles 
Willlam Robyn 
Cap Accordionists 
Smith & Hadley 
Jane Overton 
Chester Hale Girls 
“Quality Street’ 


Paramount (24) 
Louis Berkoff Co 
Ormonde Sis 
Don Vocal 4 
M Vodnoy 
Stella Stepanoff 
Frieda Kerkoff 
‘The Gay Defender’ 

(31 
V & E Stanton 
C Bennington Boys 
Larue & Van Marr 
Mary Fabian 
Walter Smith 
Felicia Sorel Girls 
‘2 Flaming Youths’ 


Rialto (24) 





CHICAGO, ILL. 
Chicago (26) 


H 1. Spitalny Bd 


Empire Cinderella 
; ~~ Me E Morgar. Dancers 
Laugh Mixture Rev ‘Valley of Giants’ 
HANLEY 
Grand Harding (26) 
™ 7 Sammy Kahn Bd 
Ithe 3 
The ¢ chee Giri Kurniker Kiddies 
HULL Gulla Bustabo 
Palace Donald Henry 
; » Frances Willer 
Folies Bergere Seater Motek 
LEEDS “Fair Co-ed” 
Mmpire ' Norshore (25) 
Call of the Legion Al Kvale Bd 
Royal Toytown Follies 
Aladdia's Lamp “american Beauty” 
LEICESTER Oriental (26) 
Palace Paul Ash Bd 





“The Svotlight” 


Senate - (26) 
Al Belasco Bd 

L Fischer Kiddies 
Hunt Sis 

Master Gilbert 
“Gay Defender” 


Tivoli (26) 


Mother Goose 
“She's a Sheik” 


Uptown (26) 
F Masters Bd 


“Gay Defender” 


ATLANTA, GA, 

Howard (24) 
Publix Unit 
Banjomania 
Margaret Ball 
Morgan & Stone 
Thompson Sis 
Byron Sis 
Limberlegs 
Eddie Hill 
BALTIMORE, 

Century (26) 
Sam Robbins Bd 
Billy Randall 


Coster & Hulette 
Van Tyson & V 


Rivoli (25) 
Ulis-Ross & R 


Stanley (25) 


Frank Silver Bd 
Morris & Fried 
“Her Wild Oat” 


BOSTON, 


Bennie Krueger Bd 


Alice in Wonderl'd 


MD. 


London After M” 


“Shanghai Bound’ 


MASS. 
Metropolitan (24 


Irving Lee 
Tamon Kids Rev 
“On Your Toes” 


Carthay Circle 
(Indef.) 
Carli Elinor Orch 
Laughlin’s Love L 

The Glorias 
The Californians 


Neta Lorraine 
Bert Prival 
Marion Gabney 
David Durant 
Aber & Clark 
Don Thrailkill 
Leonard St Leo 
Kosloff’s Bal 
“Sunrise” 


Chinese (Indef.) 


Argentine Nights 
Minevitch Orch 





Samuel Tedraza 
White & Manning 
Mariano Del Gado 


“The Gaucho” 


Egyptian (23) 
Kolb & Dill Show 
“The Gorilla” 


“Her Wild Oat” 


Metropolitan (22) 
Rube Wolf Orch 
Al Herman 
Leda Roverty 
Fink & Ayres 

De Melo Bros 


Stone & Vincent 
Winifred Watson 
Noel & Glenn 

“Quality Street” 


“Old Ironsides” 


MINNEAPOLIS 


) 





‘Tleou aft'r Midnite’ 


Dougias 


Sylvia & Clemence 


FT. WORTH, TEX. 


John Frederick &M 


Gaucho M’rimbo Bd 


Triana & Ant’nette 


Loew's State (23) 
Ethel Meglin’s Rev 


Marguerite Brown 


Million Dollar (22) 
Leo Forbstein Orch 


OMAHA 

Riviern (24) 
Public Unit 
Dance Caprice 
Cy Landry 
Flora Hoffman 
Rasch Girls 
Crandell & Morley 


PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (25) 
Up in the Clouds 
Klinger Rev 
Carson & Willard 
Cecil & Van 
‘High School Hero’ 


Fox's (25) 
Clifton & Brent 
Miss Levee Singers 
Harris & Claire 
Max Fisher 
‘Very Confidential 


Stanley (25) 
Cath Littlefield 
Sylvania Concert 4 
R & A Boylan 
Sascha Jacobinoff 
“Get Your Man” 
PITTSB’RGH, PA. 

Grand (25) 
Los Morenos Co 
“Her Wild Oat" 


Penn (26) 
Dave Harman Bd 
Breen Bros 
Bemis & Brown 
Geo Dewey 
Wash Penn Co 
“Love” 


PR’ VIDENCE, 
Fay’s (26) 
Tip Top Rev 
West & Burns 
Carl & Inez 
Ishikawa Japs 


ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Coronada 
2d half (29-31) 
Edler Weil & H 
Boyce Coombe 
D @& E Barsto 
Eddie Moran 


R’K ISLAND, ILL. 
Ft. Armstrong 
2d half (29-31) 


Janton Sis 
Nat Nazarro Jr 


SAN ANTONIO 

Texas (24) 

Publix Unit 

Way Out West 

Kendall Kapps 

Lang & Voelk 

Hilda Ramson 

Holly Hall 

Mooney & Churchill 

Sorel Girls 

Jack Powell 


8ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (25) 
Ed Lowry Co 


Herman & Seaman 
“Her Wild Oat” 


Missouri (25) 
Brooke Johns Co 
Arthur Nealy 
Bernice & Emily 
Doggert & Molto 
Luster Bros 
Jerome Mann 
"The Gay Defender’ 


ST. PAUL, MINN. 
Capitol (24) 

Heller & Riley 

Gus Mulcay 


SAN FRANCISCO 
California (23) 


Gino Seviri Bd 
“Helen of Troy" 


Granada (24) 
Frank Jenks Bd 
Welsh Gleeman 
Jellybean Johnson 
Peggy O'Day. 
“Quality Street” 


St. Francis (24) 


M Brambilla Bd 
“Old Ironsides” 


Warfield 


Al Lyons Bd 
O'Neill Kiddies 
San Wild Oat" 


WATERLOO, IA, 


Riviera 


2d half (29-381) 
Pauline Gaskin 
Jones & Elliott 


(24) 





Hutchins & H'l'way | 


Wednesday, . December 28 > 1927 ‘ 




















NEW YORK CITY 
American 


Ist half (2-4) 
Dave & Tressie 
Mansfield Dancers 
Foster & Peggy 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Ferris & Ellis 
Dorothy Ray & Syn 
N & W St Clair 
(Others to fill) 


Boulevard 


ist half (2-4) 
Maximo 
Lee & Bergere 
Poor Old Jim 
Moran & Warner 
Silver Toes 
2a half 
Santiago 3 
3 Co-eds 
Ulis & Clark 
Billy Glason, 
Margie Hayes Rev 


Commodore 
Ist half (2-4) 
Diaz Sis 
Spencer & Carroll 
Kennedy & Lewis 
Tango Shoes 
Bobby Henshaw Co 
Rector & Chandon 
2a half (5-8) 
Jennie Moscowitz 
Jim Reynolds 
Parisian 3 
(Three to fill) 


(6-8) 


Delancey S. 

Ist half (2-4) 
3 Westergards 
Webster & Rem 
N & W St Clair 
6 Beaucaires 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
L & i Golden 


34 half (6-8) 
Harrison's Cir 
lee & Bergere 
Yoeman & Lizzie 
Donovan & lee 
Mansfield Dancers 


BROOKLYN 
Bedford 

Ist half (2-4) 
Aerial Smiths 
Dick Ryan 
Cook & Oatman 
Donovan & Lee 
(One to fill) 


2d half (6-8) 
John Oims Co 
» Frank Peg Jones 
Jos Bernard Co 
Morris & Shaw 
(One to fill) 


Gates Ave. 
is@ half (2-4) 


Australian Waites 
Frank Peg Jones 
Pease & Nelson 
Van & Vernon 
Flo Hedges Co 


2d haif (5-8) 
The Andressens 
Cook & Oatman 
Sammy Duncan 
Rooney Bent & R 
(One to fill) 


Melba 
Ist half (2-4) 
Will Kennedy Co 
(Others to fill) 
2d half 
Hayden, Mn'ng &H 
Milton Berle 
(Others to fill) 
Metropolitan (2) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Zelaya 
Bacheler & J'mis'n 
Collins & Peterson 











LYONS & LYONS 


ie Intimate Chats 
F ! 





By Productions 


Legit 


show business 


‘5 : is agog with activity. 


| : Our Mr. 


Rufus Le 


Maire is ever in need of 


talent. 


oe 
aimticces 


LYONS & LYONS #= 


2 PARAMOUNT S8LDG NEW YORK 


People of every 
calibre should be regis- 
tered with Mr. LeMaire. 
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Poor Old Jim 
Dave & Tressie 
Marks & Ethel 





Royal Pekin Tr 
(One to fill) 
Grand 


Ist half (2-4) 
Evans & Perez 
Mae Francis 
Mardo & Wynn 
A Friedland Rev 
(One to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
8 Westergards 
Karyl Norman Co 
Lew Kelly Co 
(Two to fill) 


Greeley Sa. 
ist half (2-4) 
Frank Whitman 
Lew Kelly Co 
Helen Higgins Co 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (5-8) 
Australian Waites 
W & B Burke 
Chick Webb's Ent 
(Three to fill) 


Lincoln Sq. 

Ist half (2-4) 
John Olms Co 
L & L Golden 
Yeoman & Lizzie 
Chick Webb's Ent 
(One to fill) 

2a half (5-8) 
W & B Reddick 
Robey & Mitchell 
(Three to fill) 


National 

let half (2-4) 
The Andressens 
3 Co-eds 
Mildred Livingston 
Sammy Duncan 
(One to fill) . 

2d half (5-8) 
Evans & Perez 
Lydia Harris 














“Love” 


Buffalo (24) 


“My Best Girl’ 
Great Lakes 


“On Your Toes” 
Lafayette (25) 


English Mascots 


Hoffer & Paul 
Ovolette 
Mercedes 








Feast of Lanterns 
BUFFALO, N. Y., 
Marchin’ On Rev 
(25) 
Harry Yerkes Bd 
6 Daunton Shaws 


Ward & Raymond 
Hawthorne & Cook 


Phil Spitalny Bd 


Royal Scottish Cl'n 
Christie & Wilson 


‘Hero for a Night’ 


The Manhatters 
Herbert Colton 
Fayre Sis 
Johnny Speciale 
Lucille Dohrman 
Vera Calhoun 
Dorothy Rue 
Delane Chalmers 
‘Man Crazy” 


Mosque (24) 
Dorothy Palmer 
“Her Wild Oat” 


Tivoli (24) 
“The 
Saenger (24) 


Publix Una 
Gypsyiand 





Andy Wilson's Bd 
Fair Co-ed” 


NEW OBLEANS 





Breeskin Sym 
“Man Crazy’ 


Fox (25) 
‘Babes in Toyland’ 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Muriel La France 
‘Very Confidential’ 


Palace (24) 
Dezso Retter 
Fred Martin 
Tivoli Girls 
Ernest Charlies 
Bell & Coates 
Wesley Eddy 
C Harriman Pres 
“My Best Giri” 


Rialto (24) 
Orville Rennie 
Revue 
Rox Rommell 
“Oe Your idee” 





SH’G N, D. C. 
Dixie 4 WE'GTON, B. C Geo Fredericks Co 
Joe Lane State (24) Earle (25) Mardo & Wynn 
Pearl Harper Kiddie Rev Ruth Watson Girls | Barnett & Thomas 
a = ee > - Se 2 — —— 

JACK L. LIPSHUTZ ,278" 
WHEN MONDAY; 
raving i, TAILOR 908 Walnut St. ..,/'%'8" 
PHILADELPHIA SATURDAY 
Gene Rodemieh Bd] NEWARK, N. J. Vale & Stewart Orpheam 
‘2 Flaming Youths’ Branford (24) Caesar Nesi Ist half (2-@% 

Restivo Lydia Harris 
State (26) Charlie Melson Veronica PF rat 
rank Taylor Co 

Honorable Wu Branford Boys 


Lieut Gitz Rice Co 
Marks & Ethel 
Harrison's Cir 
(One to fill) 

24 half (5-8) 
Foster & Peggy 
Demarest & Deland 
A Friedland Rey 
(Two to fill) 


- State (2) 
3 Reddingtons 
Clifton & Brent 
Bert Gordon Co 
Vera Kingston 
Walter Fehl Ce 
(One to fill) 


Victoria 
ist half (2-4) 
Louw Rella Co 
Lillian Shaw 
Jack Donnell 
(Twe to 





Rev 





— 


Wooding’s Orch 
(One to fill) 


Oriental 

ist half (2-4) 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Coogan & Casey 
Kary! Norman Ca 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Aerial Smiths 
Moran & Warner 
Van & Vernon 
Frank D'Amore Co 
Gus King’s Bd 


Palace 

Ist half (2-4) 
A & L Barlowe 
Billy Glason 
Parisian 3 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (5-8) 
W E Ritchie Co 
Bobby Henshaw Co 
(Three to fill) 


Premier 
lat half (2-4) 


3 Abbey Sis 
Jos Bernard Co 
Barnett & Thomas 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (5-8) 
Lou Rella Co 
Mimi Rollins 
Coogan & Casey 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Helen Higgins Co 


ATLANTA, GA, 
Grand (2) 
Emilons 
Hazel Crosby Co 
Nat C Haines Co 
Coulter & Rose 
Marvell Co 


BAY RIDGE, N.Y. 
Loew's 

ist half (2-4) 
Mimi Rollins 
Walter Walters Co 
Robey & Mitchell 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Mae Francis 
Kerr & Ensign 
Burns & Kane 
Roscoe Arbuckle 
(One to fill) 


BIRM’GHM, ALA. 
Temple (2) 
Renard & West 
Margaret Young 
Page & Class 
Sméeth & Strong 
Tin Types 
BUFFAILA, NW. Y¥. 
State (2) 
Joe Fanton Co 
Burt & Rosedale 
Steele & Winslow 
Ruth Roye 
Seabury Swor Orch 


BOSTON, MASS. 
Orpheum (2) 

4 Karreys 

Joe Roberts 

Monte & Lyons 

Royal Gascoignes 

Bronson & Renee R 


CANTON, O, 
loow's 
ist half (3-4) 
Billy Co 


Castieton & Mack 
The Little Léar 





Emil Boree 
Rath Elder 


24 half (5-8) 
Fiying Martines 
Emery Sis 
Sybilla Bohn Co 
B&S8 Matthews 
Harry Shannon Or 


CLEVELAND, 0. 
State (2) 


Dixon Riggs 3 
Primrose 4 
Meredith & Snoozer 
Faber & Mcintyre 
Chas Ahearn Co 


COLUMBUS, 0. 
Broad (2) 


Margie Clifton 
Vincent O'Donnell 





Clark Morrell €o 
Ulis & Clark 
Demarest & Deland 
Dorothy Ray Syn 
24 half (5-8) 
Maximo 
Frank Whitman 
Mildred Livingstos 
Jean Granese Co 
Jack Donnelly Rev 


MEMPHIS, TENN, 
State (2) 
Paul Nolan 
Stanley & Kearns 
Powers & Wallace 
Rodero & Maiey 
L'nd'n Palace Girlg 














BOOKED 


THIS WEEK 


GEORGE YEOMANS and 
LIZZIE 


FITZSIMMONS and FLORIE 
MURPHY BROS. 


Direction MARK J. LEDDY 
226 West 47th St. 











Suite 901 








Odiva & Seals 
Jock McKey 
Senorita Alcaniz Co 


CORONA, L. I. 
Plaza‘ 

Ist half (2-4) 
Billy LaMont 4 
Jim Reynolds 
Hayden M'n'g & 8 
Frank D'Amore Co 
Gus King’s Bad 

2a half (5-8) 
Zeller & Wilburn 
Edith Boh!iman 
Brooks & Nace 
Montrose & Nace 
Parker & Babb Or 


DALLAS, TEX. 
Melba (2) 
Carl Schenck 
Jack Housch Co 
Sharon Stevens Co 
Carney & Jean 
Jan Garber Orch 


DETROIT, MICH. 
State (2) 
France & LaPell 
Francis Ross &DuR 
Barrett & Cuneen 
Smith & Hart 
Jack Wilson Co 
Harry Girard Co 


EV’NSVILLE, IND. 
Tivoli (2) 
4 Hartinis 
Packard & Dodge 
Red Carnation 
Herb Williams Co 
Nellie Arnaut Bros 
HOBOKEN, N. Jd. 
Lyric 
let half (2-4) 
Mile Armine Co 
Lentz Ch’ri'tte & W 
Cavanaugh & M’reh 
Royal Pekin Tr 
(One to fill) 
2d half (5-8) 
Morrell & Elinore 
Klein & Carr 
Tango Shoes 
(Two to fill) 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
State (2) 
Robbins 3 
Bernard & Kranz 
Golden Bird 
Harry Breen 
Primrose Minstrels 
JAMAICA, L. I. 
Hillside 
Ist half (2-4) 
McDonald 3 





MONTREAL, CAN, 
Loew's (2) 
Catherine Sinclair 

Tom & Jerry 

Barr Mayo & Rena 
Swarts & Clifford 
Horlick’s Ens 
(One to fill) 


NEWARK, WN. J. 
State (2) 
LaFleur & Portia 
Fleeson & Folsom 

Sid Lewis 
Marone & LeCoste 
(One to fill) 


NEW ORLEANS 
State (2) 

Gautier's Toy Shop 
Irving Edwards 
Leona LaMarr 
Bob Nelson 
Rosita 


NORFOLK, VA. 
State (2) 
3 Flying Harpers 
Stanley & Ginger 
4 Diamonds 
Norton & Brower 
Oscar Stang Orch 
PITTSB’RGH, PA, 
Aldine (2) 
Little Pippifax Ce 
T & A Waldman 
Savoy & Mann 
Scott Bros & V'rn's 
Lester Lane Co 


PR’VIDENCE, &B.L 
Cariton (2) 

White's Dogs 

J & B Morgan 

Page & Shaw 

Lydia Barry 

Rainbow Revelries 


TORONTO, OAN. 
Loew's (2) 

Mitkus 2 

Peronne & Oliver 

Malia Bart Co 

Herbert Clifton 

Bob Brandies Orch 


WOODHAV'N, L. kL 
Willard 

Ist half (2-4) 
Edith Bohlman 
Kerr & Ensign 
Burns & Kane 
Roscoe Arbuckle 
(One to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
McDonald 3 
3 Abbey Sis 
Frank Taylor Co 
Walter Walters Ce 
Silver Toes 





OS 





EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 





EN ROCK 











1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y. City 








Loew Wester 7 





CHICAGO, ILb. 
Avalon (26) 

Buddy Fisher Bd 
B’rnice Rosegartn’r 
Kemberg Kids 
Sophie Goldberg 
B & J Starey 
Ruth Diehl 
Vitaphone 


Capitol (26) 
Husk O'Hare Bd 
Jackie Johnson 
Joe Johnson 
Baby June 
Edna Weiner 
Betty Ouimet 
Eda & Dorothy 
Vitaphone 


Granada (26) 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Bragdon & Mi'r’sey 
Walter Bradbury 
Roberts & Clark 
Loomis 2 
Vitaphone 


Marbro (26) 
Chas Kaley Bd 
Uyenos Japs 
Raymond Eisman 
Evans & Evans 
Irwin Sis 
Vitaphone 


Stratford 
24 half (29-31) 
M Hillblom Ba 
Ted Leary 
Bill Pruitt 
Morton & Mayo 
Teauise Massart 





Rialto (2) 
Margaret Taylor 
Burt & Lehman 
Geo A Mack 
Rialto Mus Co 


EV’NSVILLE, IND. 
Victory 
2a half (5-7) 
Dalton & Sara 


J & E Farrell 
(Three to fill) 


J’NESVILLE, W168. 

Jeffris (31-1) 
Buster LaMont 
Spencer & Walters 
(Three to fill) 
K’L’M’Z00, MICH. 

Fuller 

Ist half (1-4) 
Billy Clair 
Melody Garden Rev 
(One to fill) 

2a half (5-7) 
Johnny Dunn 
Minnetti & Darling 
Myers Roberts’ Rev 


KENOSHA, WIS. 
Gateway 

24 half (29-81) 
Dinny Looney 
Haney Sis 
D & E Barstow 
Roy Rogers 

ist half (1-8) 
Cora Walsh 
Jones & Elliott 
Way Watts 
(One to fill) 
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AROUND THE SQUARE 


Those Xmas Cards 

Xmas creeting card vogue is for laughs, although the commercialism 
of the seasonal greeting custom has been manifested with the number 
of free advs. appended to the Merry Xmas bunk. The “killing” ones 
are the pros. who edify the recipients of their cards with likenesses of 
themselves. One musical comedy juv sent out an elaborately decorated 
photo of himself. 

Among the: laffs are 
inked in. Fred Waring from 
larynx-provoking wine list. 

It was a great season for the speakeasies. Every client got a card in 
spades—that’s double!—as a reminder of the wet goods for the holiday 
season. Hardie Meakin, Variety's demon representative in Washington, 
D. C., superimposed a family group on a photostatic replica of a Variety 
front page. 

Sam Marx was technical and strictly profesh with his Revival of the 
Immortal Classic, “A Happy New~-Year with Miss 1928,” attesting that 
Variety was correct for once with the quotation, “should run until 
Dec. 31.” 

Marc Lachman had a Smith Bros. quintet to fortify his scenic layout; 
George Lottman sent Easter Greetings instead; Martha Wilchinski, the 
Roxy publiciste, had a caricature of the girl poet awaiting Xmas, and 
the Everglades couldn't resist the postscript for New Year’s Eve reser- 
vations on its holiday card. 

Paul Yawitz’s “Lucky Strike” testimonial ad with “Lucky Levines” 
and a host of advertised’ slogans and ——_ made for a funny greeting 
announcement. 





Joe Laurie’s cards with the names individually 
3ermuda mailed Xmas Spirits on a 





100- to-1 Bet Wins for acing End 

Senne White won his 100-to-1 bet with Robert Coleman, the New 
York “Mirror” critic and dramatic editor. White wagered $1,000 to $10 
that the Ziegfeld “Follies” -wouldn’t linger over eight months, as Cole- 
man contended. It didn't. 

Eddie Cantor’s illness Thursday night, necessitating a refund, after 
Zigzy sent out-an emergency call to the agents for a substitute attrac- 
tion, figuring Cantor would get over his cold. The show reopened 
Monday. 

The “Follies” ‘was: slated for -the ‘exit soon regardless, because of off 
trade and Caritor’s desire to get away from Broadway. The heavy 
demand on his Sunday benefit talents, to which he responded generously 
with as many as three appearances per Sunday, is said to have reacted 
unfavorably on his voice and general health. 





Tex Herself Paid Off 

The incident at the Longacre Bank, when Texas Guinan’'s girls tried 
to collect their salary following the nite ¢lub bust at the Century was 
a question of the $815 check issued by Tex Guinan and presented for 
payment on behalf of the girls by Pat Codyre, Tex's pablicity man, The 
night manager at the bank did not know Codyre and would not cash 
““%s check until he identified himself. Variety mentioned Pat as the 
bank teller. 

The check was out of Tex's personal account and a generous gesture 
on her part, as she had no financial obligations in the matter. All the 
“kids” reopened with Tex at her new stand, the Salon Royal. 

The Century thing flopped after nine weeks, when the Shuberts’ end 
left nothing for the pay off. 





Dead Man's Stare 

A story placed on a Long Island train, the subway and other places, 
epread rapidly last week, of a woman being stared at by a man in an 
opposite seat until she was driven from the car to avoid his gaze. Later 
it was found the man was dead. 

That was the subway version. The train version is that the man 
was being carried along by two companion, and they finally “walked” 
him off the train. 

Another and more common story is that in the early morning hours 
on the subway, when dips want to frisk a sleeper, they tell the other 
passenger or so On the car the sleeping man is dead, quickly having 
the car to themselves. 

And the tabs probably thought up other stuff around the same matter. 

Charlie Mosconi’s Distinction 
The Three Horseman of the Nite Clubs¢, Bert Wheeler, Jim Barton 





and Jay C. Flippen, who make the rounds of each opening and closing 
cafe and make merry while the couvert charges pile in for the opening 
and fade away soon thereafter, were cutting up at Harold Leonard's 
club opening. 

Flippen introduced Charles Mosconi and Wheeler interrupted with 
“Here is the only performer not having opened his own nite club.” 
Wheeler, Barton and Flippen each flopped as nocturnal draws, although 
Wheeler was ordered out of the field by Ziegfeld’s “Rio Rita” contract. 

Flippen wanted to know what Thursday Mosconi had open and they'd 
stage a nite club opening. 





Ed. Olmstead Goes Up-Stage 
Of the Xmas greeting card influx, one of the most striking is from 
Ed. Olmstead of the Publix publicity department who designates him- 
self secretary of the Anti-Christmas Card League of America. Each of 
the people Olmstead writes to is appointed qa “charter member” of the 
Anti-Christmas Card League of America. 
(All members pledge enforcement of the League Constitution which 
prohibits the sending. of Holiday Greeting Cards.) 
Olmstead concludes with “Yours for a Merry Xmas, etc.” 





Mae West Going Nite Club? 

Mae West may go nite club at the Deauville on 59th street, lately the 
Jay C. Flippen, an immediate flop after a gala premiere. Flippen, now 
in vaude, is doubling in drug stores instead of cafes, having an interest 
in a West 49th street apothecary. . 





Add Joe Friscoisms: At the Club Karnak, Boston, with Frisco getting 
hot and demanded a cigar lighter for his “heater.” A patron pitched him 
a Dunhill, which Frisco thumbed, and, when found that it lighted up, 
threw it away, remarking, “It’s broke.” 





Harry Reichenbach is said to be dragging down a “grand” a week 
as Bleanore Ambrose Maurice's p. a. Biz n. g. at the Club Mirador, New 
York, where Maurice's widow and Charles Sabin now hold forth. 





* Joe Mayer’s connection with the Ringling-Barnum circus is probably 


one of the most permanent things in shifting Times Square. The pro- 
gram publishing contract was signed this week for the 32d year. 





Most real estate along the 8th avenue subway trench right now is 
operated at a loss, 
at a wide cut, and it is almost impossible for new tenants to move in, 





Bugs Baer wanted to know, on seeing Ben Bernie's new “heater,” 
those heavy plush o’coats the well-dressed sheiks of Main street are feat- 
uring this season, whether he (Bernie) shot the sofa for the wherewithal. 





Leon Rudd, who used to be an actor and later sold clothes to actors, 
is now with the Kilgen Organ Co., 
$200,000 organ for St. Patrick's Cathedral. " 





A round trip for himself and wife was a Christmas present from 


Tenants with expiring leases refuse to renew except 


a western firm, which is building a) 





FAME CRASHED 





Tammany Young made his 
rep aS a gate-crasher but was 
almost keeled over in the Ly- 
ceum lobby at the “Celebrity” 
opening, which: he .crashed, 
when he overheard one of 
those cataloguing femmes re- 
mark, “There's Tammany 
Young—the picture actor.” 








“LADDER” GIVEAWAYS 


(Continued from page 1) 





with considerable show acumen, 
inasmuch as so far in the shifts of 


his play to several theatres, he has 
kept out of a Shubert house. 

Up to date and with the weekly 
overhead of “The Ladder,” esti- 
mated at $11,000, the net loss has 
been $780,000, Davis has the Bel- 
mont for eight weeks with an option 
at the $4,000 weekly rental. As an- 
other version of the. piece: is. being 
prepared,. the Herndon crowd , look 
for a contiunance of the soft money. 

64 People on Payroll 

Davis supports 37 people in the 
show's cast, 21 stage hands and six 
musicians. The orchestra was, late- 
ly installed, Mr, Davis not wanting 
to bring forth criticism that “The 
Ladder” is not giving for, nothing 
what any other show charges for. 

At the Belmont. the quality of the 
attendance has somewhat improved. 


It no longer iooks. like 4 cut-rate. 


crowd. Mr. Herndon is, keeping the 
theatre warm and its staff has been, 
admonished to act as though ‘The 
Ladder” was a regular play at 
regular prices. Tickets are passed 
out in the early morning, a S, R. O. 
sign hung out in the, evening and 
the ticket taker in a ‘tux tears off 
the stumps without a snicker. 





Another Oii Giver 
Ponca City, Okla., Dec. 27. 
The City Auditorium here has 
been leased by Lew Wentz, multi- 
millionaire oil man. He will give 
three shows weekly, free to the 
public. 


Roy Williams will have charge of 


the shows for Wentz, with the prin- 
cipal entertainment pictures, 





Cast for “Honeymoon Flats” in- 
cludes Eddie Phillips, George Lewis, 
Jackie Coombs, Dorothy Culliver, 
Jane Winton, Bryant Washburn, 
Crane Wilbur, Kathlyn Williams 
and Phillips Smalley. Millard Webb 
directing tor U. 





GREENWICH VILLAGE AS IZ 


By LEW NEY 
(Self-Designated Mayor of G. V.) 





As the HonsH, L. M. says in “The 
American Mercury” for January, I 
have set “the poetical pot to boil- 
ing furiously in Greenwich Village.” 

It hasn't been a difficult task, in 
fact it has been as easy as crashing 
a flop, be # a show or a bed. Poets 
are dreamers and heavy sleepers, 
but a few sticks of type make them 
as bestirred as cimex in summer 
time. 

Poetry has always simmered in 
the Village. The Sappocanican In- 
dians, who lived here centuries ago, 
must have had a poetic nature to 
have picked the most beautiful spot 
on Manhattan for their reservation. 
Here were wee hills, the Minetta 
Waters and trout, a forest with 
game, and a sweet swamp where 
now is Washington Square. — 

Today Village poets are as plen- 
tiful.as holly wreaths at the florists. 


It has become quite the thing to’ 


put out volumes of verse and worse. 
I have done five books for as many 
poets myself since September, 
“Troubadour,” by John Rose Gildea; 
“What Augustus Tiberius Begged 
of’ Pan,” by Frank Thibaut; “The 
Mask of Love,” by Michael Nadel; 
“Minor Music,” by Henry Reich, Jr., 
and “A Las, Poor Dodo,” by Lise 
Fulda. ‘ 
Tuned Auto Horns ; 

Selfish plutocrats with beautiful- 
ly-+toned horns on their cars do not 
have sense enough to know that 
their noise is not sweet music’ to 
the ears of pedestrians and resi- 
dents. As I came to the street a 
stalled’ car Was making moré noise 
than a circus parade. And that is 
why I made a little noise myself in 
telling the tired business men where 
to get off. 

Anyway, the side walkers were 
amused and the tiring tooting 
stopped. 

Xmas on Time 

Candies, candles, kindness, con- 
gestion and indigestion have had 
their day again. The eve of sox and 
ties, manicure sets and cigarette 
holders is over for another year. 
Merry will have « rest and mistle- 
toe, too. When I was a kid we 
called one lanky lad Christmas be- 
cause he was so slow coming 
around. These. later years it seems 
there is no end to holidays in gen- 
eral and Noel in particular. 

Webster Hall Revel 
It is always a foregone conclu- 





United Artists to Edward Carr, general sales manager of the London 
office, who is hélidaying in New York. 





Cissie Loftus’ son Peter, who arrived from England a few months ago 
and entered an American boarding school, has been appointed movie 


editor of the school paper. 
on his first holiday. 
one is there. 


do that?” 


billing. 


own to beat the races, 


serious illness of his mother, 
New York to Philadelphia. 


arriving last week. 





Lillian Giah bas @ parrot named 


Penny arcades are featuring hand-cranked motion 
Tunney-Dempsey fight, 7th and 8th round, 





Earl Lindsey raiding toy shops for a stranger not yet eight weeks 
old, and fearing the youngster might find out there is no Santa Claus 





J. J. McCarthy trying to figure out if there’s an automobile still hiding 
in' the Xmas chimney, and what he'll do to the person who sent it if 





One of Moran and Mack's radio gags: 
“The doctor told me to take one pill three times daily, 


but how can I 





pictures of the 


le a round. Special lobby 


An inexpensive Times Square diversion is tossing pennies on the side- 
walk to watch people look guilty when they furtively pick them up. 

John Powers’ strange expression as the first lobby pictures on “Chi- 
cago” were set amongst those for the departed “King of Kings.” 

James Dwyer, who used to pitch on the Notre Dame nine, becomes a 
press agent New Year’s under Jack Keegan at Vitaphone. 





H. L. Burrows, of the art department at M-G-M, is holding a one- 
man exhibition of his work at Harlow’s Galleries. 





Irving Tishman hag gone to New Orleans with a new system of his 
He’s expected back daily. 





Herman Timberg not being able to figure out his spot at the Palace 
and consequently afraid to leave the theatre. 





Marie Lee and Jim Donovan are again in the 2-act. Mrs. Donovan 
walked on Saranac, after there a while. 





John Flinn passing up pork chops for eggs in Schrafft’s and wonder- 
ing about the censors and “Chicago.” 





Will Morrissey is in New York, called. east from the Coast by the 





Florenz Ziegfeld took hia first airplane ride last week, flying from 





Olsen and Johnson, after seeing half the world, steered for Broadway, 





Wayne Pierson, beaming on ‘the world as a father of four. 
“Joum" 





sion that, snow or fair, a Cynthia 
White “Revel” at Webster Hall will 
be a crowded event without room, 
As there is wailing for more ate 
mosphere and hanging space in the 
subways, so there is at least a feel- 
ing that costume balls should be 
run oftener to reduce the dangers 
of proximities and contagious dis- 
eases, 

Cynthia's latest affair was too big 
to be great. It was a wicked money- 
maker from coat room to bar, 
Comers were packed in like corn in 
& popper. The managemer* boosted 
the price. of ginger: ale splits from 
30 cents to 76 cents when the hall 
was packed. .- 

A “charge” of two bits was made 
at the coat room. I foolishly gave 
the busy collector for the boss a 
dime and told him my outfit wasn’t 
worth more than that. Others who 
had paid $2.50 for tickets had the 
nerve to refuse even that compro- 
mise. Women’s wraps were put on 
a hanger for a quarter, otherwise 
tossed in a box.» Somehow I knew 
about 10 per cent.\of the mob. About 
one in twenty bothered about a cos- 
tume. The rest were mostly. on- 
lookers and Princeton undergrad- 
uates who came as spectators and 
not part-takers. 

Flasks of gold, silver, rubber and 
glass, refillable and ‘refilled, ‘made 
many sleepy and more lively, In the 
hot balcony an’ oldish’ man with 
wrinkles snoozéd away two hours, 
all the while acting as the pillow for 
a beatitfiul young woman who was 
a dream to look upon though stewed. 

Gate crashers lined the outside 
as thick as the bleacher crowd at a 
World’s Series. Cynthia was as 
hard-boiled as a bank president in 
turning down financially -em- 
barassed Villagers. Seventeen asked 
me to intercede, but I could only 
tell them that the mob wasn "t what 
it used to be. 

Another Village institution has 
become a slummer’s slough of de- 
spond. 

Arens’ New Year’s Eve 
There is hope left at Eggplant 
Arena Playboy’s Fete Futuriste, 
which comes off New Year's Eve, 
also at Webster Hail. You have to 
be in costume or evening dress to 
get in. Sixteen dusky players will 
jazz it up. With cover charges in 
mere hash houses as high as 11 ber- 
ries, it ought to be a saving to pay 
Arens $3.50. Start the New Year 
right by going to St. Marks on the 
Bouwerie before midnight. Then . 
dance till you drop with the poets, 
painters and Broadway stars, that’s 
my one resolution this year. 

May English 

Ben Reitman, that priceless mil- 
lionaire hobo, who lives in Bill 
Thompson's town, wired me via his 
daughter Helen, to visit his friend, 
May English, at our prison on 10th 
street. As a duty to perform for @ 
friend I arose in time to get to the 
murky jail during morning: visit- © 
ing hours. 

But when one is eager and willing 
it is next to impossiblé*to get into 
jail. The warden had a _ grouch 
about something. Someone had 
dared to tell him he was to be re- 
ported to the mayor. He was busy 
hashing it over with the turnkey. 
He gave me a penetrating look after 
I had given my pedigree to a callous 
cop, and refused to let me see his 
ward. 

Of course, May English, as every- 
body knows, is a bad egg. She has 
served years and shed pints of tears 
in prison. She is an internationally 
known pickpocket. Hard-boiled and 
nearly 50. But my whole philosophy 
of life is based on the principle that 
the lower a person sinks in the s0- 
cial scale the more ready one should 
be to help them up. I have a defi- 
nite idea on that subject, too. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


By Milton Schuster (Chicago): 
Barbara Bronell, Gladys Vaughn, 
Fabian and Smith, Gates Austin, 
Madeleine Le Fere, Harry Cornell, 
Colonial, Detroit, Mich.; Marion 
Lee, Lyceum, St. Paul, Minn,; Paul 
Morokoff, Mabel Leigh, Lyceum, 
Columbus, Ohio; + Gene Lavant, 
Broadway, Butte, Mont.; Roy Alex- 
ander, Evelyn Thomas, Virginia 
Kelsey, Hippodrome, Alton, Im. 

By O. H. Johnstone (Chicago): 
Gordon Peters, Johnny Watson, 
Madeline Ives, Muncie, Ind; Rob- 
ert Simpson, Richard Weight, Fort 
Worth, Texas; Florence Brower, 
Majestic, Detroit, Mich:; Fern 
Tarona, Duluth, Minn.; BE. D. Har- 
Mie 4 Bruns Wick, Wheeling, W. Va. 

Roger De Koven and Madeline 








| os to understudy the four 
players in “Spring Song.” 
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RENEE SHAPIRO IS 
PUBLICITY TIRED 


Drops Suit Against Daddy 
Browning — High Pressure 
Reporters Kidded Her 





. Renee Shapiro, former chorister 
and proprietress of Renee’s Club, 
Greenwich Village, has discontinued 


her $10,000 suit against Edward 
(Daddy) Browning, millionaire real- 
tor, at the same time passing out of 
public life for matrimony and re- 
tirement, 

Renee figured in the original 
Browning divorce suit through hav- 
ing been the disappointed fiancee of 
Dr 
alleged the first Mrs. Edwurd 
Browning eloped to Paris two years 
ago and whom Browning named as 
eo-respondent in his divorce action. 

Miss Shapiro, who had made affi- 
davits for Browning's lawyers, 
which partly . corroborated that 
Wilen had jilted her for the mil- 
lionaire’s wife, brought a $50,000 
alienation suit against Mrs. Adele 
Browning. It was dropped some 
time ago and later the damage ac- 
tion was filed against Browning, al- 
leging improper advances. 


Sobbed Ballads 


During the interim of the pending 
suits, Renee established her night 
club in a cellar of Greenwich Vil- 
lage, where she warbled sob ballads 
of crossed-in-love theme, and cashed 
in on plenty of publicity for the 
time being, later closing her club 
and taking a rest cure, said to have 
been precipitated by tangled nerves 
through losing Wilen. 

With the order of discontinuance 
Miss Shapiro, known professionally 
as Renee Sheppard, denied outside 
settlement had been made, claiming 
the Brewning suit was discontinued 
at the instigation of the man whom 
she is shortly to wed who knows 
everything and understands. She 
wouldn't mention his name, claim- 
ing that his business and family 
connections were beyond being 
dragged through the mire of what 
she terms unpleasant publicity. 

Miss Shapiro also claims that she 
was the unwilling victim in much 
of the unpleasant publicity through 
having been a chump for high-pow- 
ered reporters, who told her the 
yarns would help her professionally. 
She knows better now and wants 
no further publicity, but wants to 
be left alone to retire to private life. 


With No Saxes or Tuxes 
So Musicians’ Act Off 


Alleging that they were unable to 
obtain their musical instruments, 
clothes and other possessions held 
by Hazel Greene, of Hazel Greene’s 
Beau Brummel Orchestra, John 
Scribano, saxophone player, of 399 
East 9th avenue, Roselle, N. J., and 
Jack Sadoff, drummer, of 9 Broad 
street, Elizabeth, N. J., appeared in 
West Side Court and obtained a 
#ummons for Miss Greene. 

Miss Greene is stopping at the 
Cadillac Hotel. Scribano and Sadoff 
stated that they had been with her 
act. Their last show was at James- 
town, N. Y. When the act broke 
up they came to New York. 

Their ingtruments and “evening 
svits” were in Miss Greene's lug- 
gage. They were delivered to the 
Cadillac, they said. The U. S. Fly- 
ing Orchestra was formed. Scribano 
ie leader and Jack plays the drums. 

The act was “booked” but they 
had no instruments or “evening 
suits.” They appealed to Miss 
Greene but she refused to turn over 
the property to them, according to 
their story, and they obtained the 
summons. 








Film Salesman Acquitted 


John Weinstein, 41, of 2342 Ryer 
avenue, Bronx, and Herman Sav- 
age, 30, of 390 Grand street, both 
claiming to be picture salesmen, 
were acquitted in Special Sessions 
of a charge of maintaining a room 
for gambling. 

They had been arrested after 
several policemen had entered a 
room at 301 West 50th street Nov. 
18. The officers testified to finding 
several men seated around a table 
Playing stud poker. 

Weinstein, according to the offi- 
cers, was collecting a “kitty,” while 
Savage admitted to them he had 
*ngaged the room. 

The justices decided the evidence 
was ineufficient. 


Charles Wilen, with whom it is | 


TIMES 'S'QU A‘R'E 





Hungry Couple Fed by 
Cops in Station House 


Police Lieutenant Johnny Collins, 
Lieutenant Edward Moran and 
| Patrolman John Kelly played Santa 


[cee to a jobless husband and 


| wife who were too proud to bee and 
jhad not eaten for four days. Ths 
| couple left the West 47th street 
station fed and happy, with a few 
dollars in their pockets 


Collins, an actor before he joined 
the force, is known as “Broadway 
Johnny Collins.” He was seated in 
an ante-room with Lieutenant 
Moran and officer Kelly, where they 
were sharing their Xmas _ dinner. 
| The door of the police station 
opened and the couple, of perhaps 
Swedish extraction, entered. 

Both were neatly clad, but none 
too warm. The woman acted as 
spokesman. Tears coursed down 
her wan cheeks as she explained 
she had sought food for her hus- 
band and herself. She said she had 
been a charwoman and recently lost 
her job. Her husband was unable 
to get work because he needed a 
license as a marine engineer. They 
hadn't the necessary cash for the 
license. 

In the ante-room the two lieuten- 
ants and Kelly had the table set 
for their Xmas dinner. The steam- 
ing coffee found its way out to 
where the woman was telling her 
story. Her husband was gently 
trying to console her. 

Without further ado, the lieuten- 
ants and Kelly ushered the husband 
and wife to where their Xmas din- 
ner was waiting. When the couple 
had finished they thanked the three 
bluecoats. As they started to leave, 
“Broadway Johnny” dug down into 
his jeans, followed by Moran and 
Kelly. They pooled a tidy sum to- 
gether and gave it to the couple. 

“I didn’t ask them their name,” 
said Lieutenant Moran, “feeling 
that they would be embarrassed. 
They told me they pagesed restau- 
rant after restaurant, fearing that 
if they sought a meal they would 
be arrested. They were about to 
collapse when reaching here,” con- 
cluded the lieutenant, 


Stick-Up Boy Bandits 
Canght—Tried Crap Game 


Magistrate Earl Smith in West 
Side Court held without bail for 
the action of the Grand Jury, Pat 
Pesca, 19, coal dealer, of 27 Bay 14th 
street, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, and 
Frank Jancowski, 20, clerk, Mills 
Hotel, Both were arrested in con- 


nection with the “stickup” of a crap 
game of 14 players. 

The alleged youthful bandits, ac- 
cording to Detectives Lyons and 
Ferguson, of the West 47th Street 
Station, entered the apartment of 
Louis Cafero, 249 West 63d street, 
and held up the players, relieving 
them of their valuables. 

The bandits were masked and 
armed. Pesca had two “rods,” ac- 
cording to the police. The holdup 
occurred in the wee hours while 
the players were tossing the gal- 
loping dominoes across the green 
baize. 

Seizing a chair, one patron wield- 
ed it over the head of Pesca, he 
said. The bandits, frightened, fled 
for the stairway. While fleeing a 
patron “bounced” an unloaded milk 
bottle on Pesca’s head. He was 
caught after a lhvely chase by Pa- 
trolman Michael Karwasky, of the 
West 47th Street Station, who fired 
several shots at the fleeing Pesca. 

















THE HANOWER TWINS 


Young Attorney’s Double Entry 
Missed Xmas by One Day 








Mr. and Mrs, Leonard Hanoweér 
became parents of twins Dec. 26. 
The mother is at the Polyclinic Hos- 
pital, and well, as are the children. 

Mr. Hanower, the promising 
young father, is the junior member 
of the law firm of Goldsmith, Gold- 
blatt & Hanower. Yesterday he was 
staggering around the office trying 
to dodge handshakes, 

Hanower’s partners have named 
the babies Pete and Repete. They 
are also criticizing Lennie for hav- 
ing missed Xmas by a day. 





Billy Sunday’s Son Married 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Paul Sunday, son of Billy Sun- 
day, evangelist, married Mrs. Elene 
Hubbard, non-professional, at Tia 
Juana, Mexico, on Chrietmas Day. 











PHONEY SUB SOLICITORS 


—_ -— 


Variety bas no subscription 
solicitors, 

Reports have come in of 
|| solicitation for subscriptions 
for Variety, They are made 
by unauthorized persons. 

One of the phoney solicitors 
ie said to allege he is blind 
and another claims to be a 
deaf mute. 








s 





DOUBLE SUICIDE? 


L. J. McDaniel Found Lifeless 
in Same Room—Latter Leaves 
Letter Telling of Trouble 





Pegey Rowan, said to be the wife 
of Geraki Rowan, actor, and now 
believed to be in Tampa, Fla., and 
L. J. McDaniel, chief pharmacist 
of the destroyer “Kane,” were found 
dead in a room occupied by both at 
336 West 46th street, 


Gas was flowing from three gas 
burners in living room, and gas 
was also escaping from several jets 
in the kitchenette. A towel was 
about the neck of Mrs. Rowan. How 
she met her death is undetermined 
until the completion of an autopsy. 
Detectives Pat Maney and John 
Kennedy are conducting an inves- 
tigation. 

McDaniel left behind several let- 
ters that he wrote just before end- 
ing his life. One told of the disap- 
pearance of some money held by 
Mrs. Rowan. The other scored the 
woman’s husband for “the misery 
and pain” he caused his wife when 
they had lived together. 

The pharmacist in one letter told 
of his love for Mrs, Rowan and his 
hopes of meeting her in the world 
beyond. Fellow officers of McDaniel 
told of seeing him destroy papers 
and other personal matters on the 
ship just before he quit it. He was 
on a Xmas furlough. Detectives 
stated that Mrs. Rowan had desert- 
ed her husband. 

McDaniel was said to have been 
dead about 24 hours. Mrs. Rowan 
is believed to have been dead sev- 
eral days. They rented the room 
Dec. 6 as man and wife. Rowan has 
been notified by the police. He is 
said to be on his way to New York. 
York, 


CIRCUS FOR FAIRS 


(Continued from page 1) 


ment is being contracted at Topeka 
for the Kansas Frec Fair. 

The atraight buy price is under- 
stood to be $25,000 for the week. 

The circus will furnish the at- 
tractions before the grandstand, the 
night spectack and show, and in ad- 
dition will have an animal show on 
the grounds as a concession, using 
the menagerie for the purpose. At 
Topeka the horrs racing card is be- 
ing cut down so that the chariot, 
cowboy and other feature races will 
be used to make up the afternoon 
program. 

In addition to the Hagenback- 
Wallace shows for 1928, it is under- 
stood that the fairs are given op- 
tions on the Sells-Floto shows in a 
similar way for 1929. 

All the fairs thus far signed for- 
merly dealt with Fred Barnes of 
the World Amusement Company for 
the fireworks spectacle and vwaude- 
ville attractions. 

In order that more of the card can 
be given to the circus features, the 
Topeka fair is not only reducing the 
horse racing schedule to two days, 
but is eliminating entirely the dirt 
track auto races, which have been 
declining as a draw for the past 
two years. 











Other Circuses 

The H.-W. and Sells-Floto cir- 
cuses are operated by Mugivan, 
Ballard and Bowers, doing business 
as the American Circus Corpora- 
tion, with offices In Chicago. The 
firm has other circuses, imcluding 
the John Robinson's. It is but re- 
cently, as lately reported in Va- 
riety’s Outdoor Department, that 
the circus management determined 
to go after fair bookings. They 
may displace a large number of for- 
mer fair bookings of the usual 
vaude and open-air attraction type 

Through @uplicated animal! acts 
and others in the several circuses, 
together with a source alwaye avall- 
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(Changes Weekly) 





For show people, as weil as laymen, this Guide to general amusements 
in New York will be published weekly in response to repeated requests. 

it may serve the out-of-towner as a time-saver in selection. 

Variety lends the judgment of its expert guidance in the various 
entertaininent denoted, 
| No slight or blight is intended for those unmentioned. 
of Variety's compilation only as a handy reference. 


PLAYS ON BROADWAY 


Current Broadway legitimate attractions are completely listed and 
;commented upon weekly in Variety under the heading: “Shows in New 
| York and Comment.” 
, In that department, both in the comment and the actual amount ef 
the gross receipts of each show will be found the necessary information 
as to the most successful piays, aiso the scale of admission charged. 
NEW FEATURE PICTURES OF WEEK 

Capitol—‘Quality Street (Davies). 

Colony—"A Hero for a Night.” 

Paramount—“The Gay Defender” (Dix). 

Rialto—"Now We're in the Air” (Beery-Hatton) (run). 

Rivoli—"'The Devil Dancer” with Gik®a Gray in person (run). 

Strand—"The Love Mart” (Dove). 

Roxy—"Silk Legs” (Bellamy). 


The lists are 


—— 


NEW SPECIAL FEATURES WORTH SEEING 
*“Sunrise” “Helen of Troy” 

“Jazz Singer” (Al Jolson) 
“Chicago” 


“Wings” 
“The Gauche” (Fairbanks) 
“Love” (Gilbert-Garbo) “The Enemy” 


NIGHT LIFE 


The Parody, with the inimitable Clayton, Jackson and Durante as the 
features, is recommended at all times. Parody also has a girlie show to 
augment “those three boys.” 


Chez Morgan with Helen Morgan back again at doubling with “The 
Show Boat” is doing fairly well again. « 


Vincent Lopez, with an excellent show at the Casa Lopez, must be 
made,” if only for the Lopez dance music. Jack Osterman ie m. c. and 
excellent. For a change of pace and a Bohemian atmosphere, don’t miss 
the Club Barney, in Greenwich Village. 

The hotels like the Roosevelt (Ben Bernie) and Pennsylvania (Johnny 
Johnson) should not be overlooked for relief purposes for straight dining 
and dancing purposes, before or after theatre. 

The Little Club has a fast show headed by Grace Hayes and Mrs. Park 
Benjamin. 

George Olsen at the Club Richman is the sensation of the night clubs, 
with turnaway business. Two other jazz maestros at their own nite 
clubs are recent starters. Ben Bernie is doubling from the Roosevelt into 
the Club Intime and Harold Leonard at Harold Leonard’s (nee the 
Mimic) with his orchestra are very worth while. 

Of the other class spots, the Montmartre, with Dario and Irene fea- 
tured, is doing well, and the Lido has the unique Moss and Fontana, 
dancers, as the feature. 

The Mirador offers Maurice's wiklow, Eleanor Ambrowe, and Charles 
Sabin as the dance stars, 

Van and Schenck are at the Silver Slipper, with an excellent 
supporting show. The Everglades has a new show; the Frivolity is 





continuing its usual healthy trade, and Fuzzy Knight at the 54th St. Club 
always produces a fast entertainment, 

For a touch of Montmartre on Broadway, the unique Tommy Lyman, 
warbling his ballads at the Salon Royal, now hes Texas Guinan as 
oo-star. 

Up in Harlem the Cotton Club has a whale of a hotsy-totsy brown- 
skin revue. 


RECOMMENDED DISK RECORDS 


Columbia No. 1198—Moran and Mack, with a third edition of their 
unique nonsense, “Iwo Black Crows,” are as bright as ever. Here's a 
team that started the country talking their comedy patter and is still 
doing Wt. Their third and fourth “sides” proved they can repeat it, and 
once more they reiterate their comedy hold on the world in “canned” 
form. 

Victor No. 35875—Don’t mies this 12-inch concert disk of “My Blue 
Heaven” by the Victor Salon Group and “Just a Memory” by the Victor 
Concert Orchestra, both Nat Shilkret’s units. 

Brunswick No. 3547—There have been records and records of “St. Louls 
Blues,” but you ain’t heard nothin’ yet until Al Bernard's version thereof, 
coupled with that other indigo classic, “Beale Street Blues.” Listen and 
be convinced! 

Edison No. 52121-—The Rollickers a la the Revelers do tricks with their 
vocal variations of “It Was Only a Sun Shower’ and “Clorinda.” Very 


worth-while. 

Brunswick No. 3653—Two ultra waltzes of the everlasting school, 
“Valse Huguette,” from “The Vagabond King,” and “The Sweetheart of 
Sigma Chi,” the perennial collegiate three-fourth dance number, are 
neatly done by the Regent Club Orchestra. 

Columbia No. 1177—Ruth Etting again with “Blue River’ and “Love 
Is Just a Little Bit of Heaven,” done as only Miss Etting, alias the 
“sweetheart of the Columbia records,” can. 

Victor No. 21053—Jesse Crawford tops his best work with his treat- 
ments of “After I’ve Called You Sweetheart” and “ Justa Memory.” The 
“glissades” which, unique to the Crawford treatment, are a big feature 
of the Crawford technique and nicely “sold” here, 





RECOMMENDED 8BHEET MUSIC 
“Without You, Sweetheart” “Did You Mean it?” 
“After I've Called You Sweetheart” “Cobble- Stones” 
Way Back When” “Rickety-Rackety Shack” 
able at the American winter quar-!traction. A eircus showing by it- 


ters at Peru, Ind., the circus peo- 
ple may extend their fair bookings 
to individual animal acts of a large 
assembly or according to demand, 
with other fair programs from their 
circus programs, according to or- 
der. 

It’s the second time fairs have 
gone very far away from their usual) 
routine in attraction booking. About 
three years ago John Kelly, the 
Ringling counsel, and a gentleman 
farmer in Wisconsin, got the idea of 
giving a f ee animal exhibition in 
front of the grandstand of the Wis- 
consin State fair at Milwaukee. Mr. 
Kelly had in his grandstand bill his 


self coste on the average $1.50 per 

patron, while the rural attendance 

to the fair looks upon the grand- 

stand show of other days as an ac- 

cepted institution, of no particular 

extra value. 5 
Parade Ballyhoo 


Also as a draw the circus attracts 
the ehikiren, who bring their 
parents. To catch the youthful 
trade has been a problem for years 
for fairs. In the sticks especially, 
where county and district fairs are 
held without number, wild animals 
are a special attraction, and more 
80 when free, with the children of 
those communities seldom if ever 


renowned trained bull and John seeing wild animals in action. 
Agee’s Brewery Horses. This ex- 

hibition was s0 successful Mr. The possibilities of a parade 
Kelly found a demand outside of |\A°wntown, and if not downtown, 


around the grounds to the grand- 
stand, offer its inducement as an 
added ballyhoo, 


the state, but concluded he would 
not go into the fair booking busi- 
ness. 

At one time in the past the 
Loulsville fair played the John Rob- 
inson circus as the free attraction, 
paying $26,000 for it. 


Newspapers more or less friendly 
to the fair associations on account 
of local merchants, have been 
among those giving space and pub- 


In theory, a three-ring circus ex- | licity to the fairs for a long time, 
hibiting as a free attraction on a/|if furnished with material and pic- 
fair grounds is superior as a draw |tures, both of which a circus could 








to the customary grandstand at- ! do. 
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Circle 5339 


KOSEBUD SHOPS 


“Stores Everywhere” 


3 West 56th St. 





THEATRICAL GOODS 
Bryant 1062-3937-5177 
142-144 West Forty-Fourth Street 


uipment 
The largest, most capable and best 
equipped ergnnaticn, for this class 


Grand Central Terminal, New York 


and Vaudeville Jokes and Sketches; 


of work 542A 


Ideas for Entertainment. 
DRAMATIC 


Catalog 


128-130 


Routines Arranged Acts Staged 
East 58th St. Plaza 4524 





PUBLISHING CO. 
St. - 








Opera Length Hose Gloves 
Accessories 
by 10% 


(48th St.) 


Lingerie 
Rehearsal Rompers All 
Present this ad and benefit 
discount 
Broadway 


The LITTLEJOHNS Rhinestones | ' 


1587 





MAHARAM TEXTILE CO., Inc. 


SCENERY AND COSTUME FABRICS 
from our own mills. Bryant 2511 
07 W. 48th St. Opp. Friars’ Club 





Anything in Rhinestones 


Also PERFECT Machine for Setting 
254 West 46th St. Cetehertng = 





BEA UTY CULTURE 


MENDELSOHN’S TEXTILE CORP. 


Unusual Electrical Construction § in 
Motion Picture Studios and Laboratories 


Paramount-Famous Players, 


Theatres, Loew's Inc., and B. 8S. Moss 
Theatres 
155 East 44th St. Murray Hill 6979 


E-J Electric Installation Co. 
Theatres, 


Referenees: 
Wm. Fox 


25 West 45th St., 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


Incorporated 1898 
Oldest Play-Publishers in the World 
T. R. Edwards, Managing Director 


NEW YORK, N. ¥. 





JACK BLUE 


Supreme Authority on all Characte¢e 
Song and Dance Impersonations 
Reutines Arranged—Professionals Preferred 
All kinds of Tap and Fancy Dancin 
231 West Sist Street Cirele a6 

















THEATRICAL FABRICS 
Silks—Tinsels—P!ushes 
156 W. 45th St. Bry. 7372-52384 








~-~.-- - 


ALEXANDER’S 
Hairdressing Parlors 
Permanent Waving Hair Dyeing 
Bleaching 
(Next Door to Brooks) 

1439 Broadway 40th St.) 


ee 











FLORISTS 


DUWICO 
“EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 
FOR THE THEATRE” 

308 West dist St. Penn. 2459-1580 





The 


20 East 54th St. 


PIANOS 





SUPPLIES 





BALDWIN PIANO CO. 


Official Piano in 30 Theatres and 
in Thousands of Homes 
Uprights, Grands, Players and 
Reproducing Pianos 
Plaza 7186 


RHIN wt NES, 


—~ ee a 
ELLIOT, GREENE & CO., INC. 
Headquarters for 
JEWELS and BEADS 
All Kinds at Low Prices 
31-33 East 28th St. Mad, Sq. 1618 











Say Lunt flowers 


Moving clouds, water ripples, ocean waves, fali- 
ing snow, rain, fire, 





CHARLES I. NEWTON 


lightning, butterflies, birds 
Stereopticons, Sciopticons, Spotlights 
244 West 14th Street, New York 
Tel. Chelsea 2171 All Hours 

















= ———— = == The Appropriate Gift 
CLEANERS ana tae dee, CD 
MISCH FOOTWEAR 


Theatrical Cleaner and Dyer 
Work Done Overnight 
Goods Cailed for and Delivered 
225 W. 47th St. Lackawanna 


COSTUMES 














BEN AND SALLY 
Theatrical Footwear 


“Noi-z-less"” and “Perfect” 
Toe and Ballet Slippers 





SCENIC CONSTRUCTION 








FRANK DWYER, Inc. 


BUILDERS OF SCENERY 


— 


Rhinestones for Costumes 
Also machines for setting the stones 
Jewels—Beads—Spangles 
NELSON IMPORT co. 

44 West 37th St. Wisconsin 1954 





542 West 55th St. Columbus 2050 





STAGE HARDWARE 











J. R. CLANCY, Inc. 
STAGE HARDWARE 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 








244 West 42d St. Wis 0548 








EAVES COSTUME CO. 


Costumes of Every Description 
For Every Occasion 
110 West Peste-fite Seeeet 


‘DRAPERIES 
I. WEISS & SONS 


Curtains — Draperies — Furniture 
—-for— 
ANY REQUIREMENT 
508 W. A8ed St. Lack 1629-30 
OTTO MEERS 

DRAPERIES FOR AUDITORIUMS 

Stage Curtains and Cycloramas 
110 East 59th St. ‘Regent 4283 


ee EE 


NOVELTY SCENIC STUDIOS 


Draperies, Scenery, Stage Settings 
$40 West dist St. Lack. 9233 




















EVERYTHING “IN DRAPES 


for Motion Pictures and Theatres 
National Theatre Supply Co. 


1560 Broadway Bry. 2480 


VOLLAND SCENIC STUDIOS, INC. 
Draperies Scenery Rigging 


For Stages and Auditoriums , 
New York Office 


1900 Paramount Bldg. 


TRIMMINGS 
Consolidated Trimming Co., Inc. 
Manufacturers and Designers 
Upholstery & Drapery Trimmings 
27-33 West 23d Lite 
DESIGNERS 


JOHN WENGER 
Art Director and Designer of N. Y. 
Productions ans 
MOTION PICTURE FP RESENT., ATIONS 
930 Sth Ave. Colambus 4569 


CARMINE VITOLO 


Art Director 





























We buy 


We also rent to professionals & amateurs 


LOANS ON DIAMONDS, JEWELRY 








MME. NAFTAL 
Established over 35 Years 


and sell slightly used evening 
and street dresses, wraps, furs, etc. 


COWNS BOUGHT 


SCENERY 
R. W. BERGMAN STUDIO 








mings, 
Opera 


J. J. WYLE & BROS., INC. 


A full line of Gold and Silver Brocadeg 


metal Cloths, Gold and Silver _Trime- 
Rhinestones, Spangles, Tightg 
Hose, etc., for stage costumea 


18-20 East 27th St., New York City 





N. ¥. PRODUCTIONS 
142 West 39th St. Wisconsin 5549 





STAGE RIGGING 








PETER CLARK, INC. 
534 West 30th Street 
STAGE EQUIPMENT 


Orchestra, Organ Console and Stage 
Elevators 











69 West 45th Street Bryant 0670 


~ JEWELRY 


1543-4 BRYANT 


E. HEMMENDINGER, INC. 
JEWELERS 
33 West 46th Street 








Musical Instruments, Clothing 

All Kinds of Personal Property 

Liberal Loans on Furs While in Storage 
UL KASKEL & SONS 

9 Columbus Ave. Leal &.) Col. 1442-3 





MOVIE. CAMERAS 


—~—_—e—eeroreer eeSeeaeer ee ee ene ooo — 


Take Personal Movies with Filme 
Full particulars at 





Movie Camera Headquarters 
WILLOUGHBY’S 
110 West 32d ‘St. - ate 
PROPERTIES 





The William Bradley Studios 


318 W. 43rd St. Longacre 9320-9321 

Furniture, all makes and periods 
Properties of every description 

for stage and motion picture use 
attained or its whereabouts 


Theatrical Properties 
Papier Mache Work—and Effects 
Vaudeville Work Solicited 
430 W. 46th St. Pennsylvania 4249 


$$ 


‘Theatrical eniatien Studio 
Preperty Boxes Travelers Mechanical Props 
Dancing Mats 





PUBLIX THEATRE STUDIOS 


~ BURLESQUE REVIEWS 


(Continued from page 31) 


den throughout, with Charles Cole, 
doing a sort of boob tramp, working 


alongside. Pat White, veteran 
Irish comic and also with feature 
underscoring, is with the outfit, but 
works independent of the other 


brace of comics. He does his “Capi- 
tal and Labor” bit in the first part 
and song-and-dance specialty in the 
second. Jack La Duc handled 
straight adeyuately, and Earl Root 
is a clever singing and dancing 
_ juvenile. 

Estelle (Arab) Mack, cute-looking 
brunette, makes a corking singing 
and dancing soubret. Elaine Beas- 
ley brunette of the stately type, is 
there symmetrically and on voice. 
Adele Lewis, blonde ingenue, does 
nicely with numbers and hoofing. 

Comedy standouts were the park 
flirtation and “Policemen’s Benefit,” 
in the first stanza, and “Magic 
Flower” and “The Gamblers” later. 
All four are burlesque standbys, 
which gave Raynor and Cole plenty 
of scope, with several other princi- 
pals inyolved. The fem contingent 
also got their whack at comedy ina 











Carrier Engineering Corporation 


Alr Conditioning Refrigeration 
ae Controlled 
39 Cortlandt Rector 3941 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT 





Manufactured waale 





850-860 N. Spaulding Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


Wittenmeier Machinery Co. 
Manufacturers of 
REFRIGERATING APPARATUS 
Air Conditioning Apparatus 


30 Church St., New York 





2 West 47th St. 


CHARLES J. WEINSTEIN CO. 


Importers and Makers of 
Crystal Chandeliers 
Specializing in 
Theatre Lighting 
Bryani 1936 





SIMPLEX and POWER’S 
PROJECTORS 


INTERNATIONAL ream) roe. CcCOR?. 
90 Gold Street YORK 





TYPHOON FAN CO. 


Specialists in 
Theatre Cooling, Heating and 


Ventilating 
345 West 39th 8 


satire 
THEATRE SEATING 


New York, Chicago, Boston 
and Other Principal Cities — 


MUSIC AND MA TERIAL 


Longacre 9260 











A Music 
we Writing in 
hia ° All Its 
Pec Waring Branches 
1595 Broadway 


SCHAFFNER & SWEET, INC. 


VAUDEVILLE and PRODUCTIONS 
DRAPES and SCENERY 
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THEATRICAL HATS 
Spanish Sailors, Sombreros, Shakos, 
Valentinos, Beau Brummels, Silk and 

Opera Hats. Manufactured by 


JOHN REINITZ 








451 First Ave. (26th St.) Lex. 0789 


CLEON THROCKMORTON, Inc. 
STUDIO 
T. C. Shiel, Bus Mar. 


DESIGNING—BUILDING—PAINTING 
102 West 3d St. Spring 3067 








1587 Broadway (48th St.) Lack. 0606 
THEATRICAL TRUNKS | 


TAYLOR’S Theatrical TRUNKS 

The standard trunk of the professica 

Fall line of leather goods 
TAYLOR’S 


115 West 45th St. 





YELLENTI 


Stage Settings Designed and Executed 
From the Script to the Curtain 
NEW ADDRESS 
348 West 40th St. PENN 17826 


PHYSIOC STUDIOS, Inc. 
N. Y. Productions furnished complete 


Designing—Building—Painting 
Properties, Draperies, etc. 
106-108 Central Park South Cirele 4618 


DE FLESH FLETCHER 
DESIGNER PAINTER 
Scenery — Stage Settings — Drapes 


Also Rentals 
701 7th Ave. Bryant 13885 


(47th 8t.) 
EVERYTHING IN SCENERY 
for Motion Pictures and Theatres 
National Theatre Supply Co. 


1560 Broadway Bry. 2480 


LEE LASH STUDIOS 
Harry J. Kuckuck, Gen'l. Mgr. 
DRAPERIES SCENERY 
Stage Equipment of All Kinds 

















1818-1838 Amsterdam Ave. Brad. 4907 
——FOR RENT—— 
Seenery, Stage Settings, Decoration 


PREMIER SCENERY STUDIOS 


340 ai_J S.J St. Lack. 9234 


‘SC H OO LS. 
De REVUELT Dance Studios 


Professionals taught for Hotels and Club 
s 
Acrobatic, Adagio, Limbering, Stretching, Tango, 
Waltz, French Apache, Spanish Castanetos 
Routines and Bookings 











1l West 86th St. Schuyler 9631 
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BLUMENFIELD’S 


Coats cleaned, glazed and relined, $2 
Storage and Remodeling 
Catering to the Profession 
204 State-Lake Bidg., Chicago 
Phone Dearborn 1253 


DRUMS AND BANJOS 


Send for complete catalogs, specifying 
whether for drum or banjo 
Write LUDWIG & LUDWIG 

1611 No, Lincoln St., Chicago 


J. W. FITZPATRICK 


Importer of Diamonds, Watches 
Jewelry 
Special Discount to the Profession 
210 State-Lake Bldg. 
190 N. State St., Chicage 


—$—$—$$——— ED 


LENORE SHOP 


Designers and Creators of Distinctive 
Apparel for the Profession 
For Street and Stage Wear 
702 Delaware Bidz. 
36 W. Randolph St., Chicago 


——— 
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“Say It With Flowers” 


MAX MOTEFF FLORAL CO. 


Wholesale and Retail 
30 East Randolph St., Chicago, Room 2038 
>hones Dearborn 6806-6034 


THE GREEN GRIL L 


COFFEE SHOPS 
Palate Pleasers to the Profession 
178 W. Randolph St., 28 W. Jackson Blvd. 
189 N. State St., Chicago 











Productions Furnished Complete—We Aliso Rent 
502 West 44th Street Penn. 7377 
| : : , | 
dressing-room bit which had the 


girls in lingerie and fast chatter. 

A nifty dramatic wallop was un- 
leashed by Elaine Beasley, near the 
finale, in “Streets of Forgotten 
Souls,” a prosty’s lament with un- 
derworld background. Miss Beasley 
sent this over for plenty. Wen Tal- 
bert’s Band and Entertainers, col- 
ored combination of 15, were spotted 
as an added attraction in the second 
half and cleaned with hot instru- 
mentation and fast dancing. 

Corking good burlesque. The ad- 
ditional features helped, of course, 
but aside from this Ed Ryan's latest 
should pack ‘em without outside 
help. 

For the Columbia, which holds the 
bag for the runway ensemble ané 
added attractions, the “nut’’ must 
be plenty this week. But what’s the 
odds when it’s a great show? 








| gamut of shimmy 


ahead; Miss Jackson is. being 
starred and also is credited with 
staging the musical numbers. She 


is in, out and all over the stage. 
Miss Jackson seems to enjoy her 
work and is actually getting fat on 
it. She's a robust, sturdy type of 
woman who stands up under the 


in bits, makes her changes and goes 
in for ballads. She is the fem 
Trojan of the show and naturally 
stands heads, shoulders and hips 
above the rest. During the toughest 
week in show biz, Miss Jackson 
didn’t slow up in her work and gave 
the few patrons as much as if the 
house were jammed. 

Evelyn Murray isn’t bad to look 
upon and also goes great shakes for 
some of her stuff which has her on 
ithe runway. Miss Jackson also 
played the runway at Hurtig & 
Seamon’s uptown (125th street) the- 
atre. On one number she went 
through the aisles. 


The show doesn’t look like a mil- 


numbers by the runway girls from 
the house helped the troupe look 
stronger than it is. 


smaller stage. The show 








Edba. 
(MUTUAL) 

BRAS. oo cccccsaccccece seocesess- Ein Jackson 
Soubrette.....ccseeseeessess Evelyn Murray 
[ngwenue....ses edececcecceccceces Anna Lang 
Comedian........ occnsestecoes COERIen Sane 
Second Comic...cccsessees eo Weich 
Straight...ccccrsoccsses .Tommy Moran 
Juvenile, ....ccsccccesscssenesss Mack White 

This is Rube Bernstein's Mutual 
opery with Erin Jackson. riding 


carries no story; 


and shake works | 


lion dollars, but the interpolation of 


The regular girls, 16, don’t vary 
routines much and indicated ability 
to work to greater advantage on a 
itself 
it’s more of the 


' 
| olio Stripe in running to bits and 
specialities. Two Hebe comics pull 
some of the bluest gags in captivity. 
Taking the show as a whole it has 
plenty of its crossfire, gags and bits 
in “one” and much of the entire 
layout is worked into blackouts. 
Among specialities that stood out 
were an eccentric dance by Murray 
Welch, vocal solos of the sentimen- 
tal type by Miss Jackson, and 
whistling by Mack White, acrobatic 
dance by Evelyn Murray and of| 
course the shaking in the numbers. 
As to songs, only topical numbers 
are used. 
Most comedy scenes have a fa- 
miliar ring, but several were note- 
worthy from the 125th street view- 
point. Namely the drunk imitations 
by Miss Jackson and little Charlie 
Taye; the travesty on the Tunney 
and Dempsey fight, and the old bed- 
chamber scene where the male oc- 
=e is asked if he is lonesome, 
etc 
Straight man looks prepossessing, 
has a masculine appearance and 
Sings fairly well. Of the entire con- 
tingent, however, the only voice is 
that of Miss Jackson. 
“Bathing Beauties” isn't the best 
show on the wheel. Neither is it 
the worst. It appears to be run- 
ning on economic borders that 
makes for plenty of work for Miss 











doesn’t stall, a distinct asset to this 
Mutual. 

There is sameness to the show a8 
typical burlesque that mitigates. It 
may round out the necessary pro- 
gram for the Mutual, but the res 
sults are not as certain were there 
more diversified interludes. But 
sometimes these things, individually 
and collectively, cost money and 
perhaps R. B. has spent his quota 
for the season. But Rube knows his 
burlesque, especially his Mutual. 
Mark. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ben Grimm, Dec. 18, 
in Hackensack, N. J., daughtef. 
Father is in the advertising depart- 
ment of Universal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin H. Knopf, at 


Sloane’s Maternity Hvspital, New 
York, Dec. 21, son. The father is 
among the newer producers, als 
conducting stock in Baltimore 
Mr..and Mrs. Leonard Hanower, 
at the Polyclinic Hospital, NeW 
York, Dec. 26, twins. Father is of 
Goldsmith, Goldblatt & Hanow®el 





| Jackson. She's a healthy child and 





the theatrical attorneys. 
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GRAY MATTER 
By MOLLIE GRAY 
(TOMMY GRAY’S SISTER) 
At the Palace “Juno and the Paycock.” Their 


One of the Duncan Sisters had a 
eold again Monday. They should 
complain to the landlord. They've 
been at the Palace long enough of 
late to be entitled to enough heat. 

The Christmas season affected the 
people backstage, too. More mis- 
haps, hardly an act being without 
one, than a Monday matinee usually 
a and Ramon almost lived 
up to the glowing announcement 
eutside. Miss Roaita’s first was a 
delightful creation of two shades of 
yellow tulle, the skirt treated in an 
unusual way and only one cuff of 
the tulle. She removed a wisp of a 
gcart with a narrow ruching of the 
game edging it. Her change to a 
velvet and lace gown looked better 
in the white spot, the one she danced 
in making the red an ugly color. 

Ruby Norton’s strong voice and 
Clarence Senna’s piano description 
of the late Chicago dispute delight- 
ed the holiday crowd. Her green 
erepe coat with its scarf collar and 
white fox cuffs, was worn over a 
gown of lighter green. Though she 
used the large fan gracefully with 
her next number and the color har- 
monized with her light beige gown, 
the one broken plume spoiled the 
effect when open, and it showed 
the effect of long wear. 

Monica Skelly (with Eddie Foy) 
looked sweet in a black and white 
silk frock and black velvet tam. 
The white showed in the box pleats 
of the skirt, and the black was 
used to trim the white blouse. Even 
her shoes were black and white. 

The Four Girton Girls start a 
show off with life and fun, and 
seemed especially appropriate to 
this week. 





Accerding to the Dictionary 


Rarely is a show’s program so en- 
tirely in keeping with its produc- 
tion as the Columbia’s for the “Tip- 
Top Revue.” It calls it the “newest 
thrill with Harry Levine, the Ca- 
ruso of Burlesque.” So the dic- 
tionary is right when it says “tend- 
ing to excite laughter by extrava- 
gant contrast.” However, Harry’s 
tuxedo and gray hat for the finish 
looked as though he took it seri- 
ously, but he had been amusing 
enough previously to forgive it. 

Somebody liked the chorus’ yel- 
low satin costumes, because they 
appeared for two full numbers and 
also in the resume. Their green 
taffetas, with most of the front cov- 
ered by a butterfly of colored beads 
and spangles, were prettier. As 
Indians, white satin and some large 
jet beads were worn. For a lingerie 
look each gir! wore a different color 
and style, Kitty Starr’s black net 
negligee, with large collar and nar- 
row edge ruffle of black taffeta, 
really being the smartest in the 
show. Miss Starr must be the 
thrill mentioned in the billing. If 
Edna Somers took her singing less 
seriously, the audience would en- 
joy it even more. She made a good 
appearance in an elaborately beaded 
black gown with headdress of nat- 
ural paradise looked stunning, also 
in a flowing white crepe de chine 
tied with gold cord. Several] of the 
sets were really pretty and the 
black-outs less objectionable than 
usual. 





At the Paramount 


Paramount’s “Christmas Greet- 
ings” were lovely. After some carols 
by the orchestra a tiny bedroom ap- 
Pears with Lily Marr singing a lull- 
aby to two children. A short ballet 
with the girls in fluffy white and 
three with voluminous scarfs used 
Prettily was followed by a fairy 
leading the children to a high tree 
elaborately trimmed and naturally 
Some of the toys danced. 

Nobody laughed when the small- 
est youngster tripped over her glory 
—and when the magic of the movies 
brought Santa and his reindeer 
around the side of the house over 
the children and on around the other 
Side, the audience applauded. 

“Russian Revels” was as colorful 
and lively as stage Russian Revels 
always are. The orchestra song, 
with the men wearing masks, was a 
Surprise and a laugh. Ormonde Sis- 
ters, first as wooden soldiers and 
later as just themselves were very 
good. Their pink and blue net and 
velvet costumes are pretty. 





“Juno” and the Irish Players 


The Irish Players cannot be ac- 
cused of glorifying their race in 


performance is perfect, but not even 
the Irish imagination could eal] it 
entertainment. 

Because of the very artistry of 
the performers, especially Sara All- 
good as Juno, their troubles and 
tragedies leave an impressien it’s 
hard to shake off, and most people 
go to the theatre to shed their 
own, not te absorb some one else’s. 

Nobody can doubt their courage 
in giving this play after the recep- 
tion of “The Callahans and the 
Murphys” film. That was a com- 
pliment to the Irish compared to 
this “Juno” play. And the Irish 
would be the very first to protest 
the use of the Sacred Name in any 
performance, no matter how truly 
tn character, yet they used it many 
times. Not irreverently, but, never- 
theless, there it is, in a theatre. 

A distinguished audience reward- 
ed it with many “Bravos” that were 
deserved. The first act is very 
funny, and the people wanting to 
enjoy their theatre could leave after 
it. They would miss a fine per- 
formance, but be much happier than 
those who wait for the final de- 
struction of everything good in the 
lives of the characters. 





Dorothy Scorns Society 

Dorothy Mackail is becoming our 
most experienced scorner of So- 
ciety, not the bomb kind but the 
bored kind. In “Man Crazy,” and 
who wouldn’t be at some of them? 
ane is busy defying her haughty old 
grandmother who wouldn't trust 
Heaven to make the right mar- 
riages. Dorothy didn’t judge a man 
by the truck he drove, lucky, be- 
cause he turned out to belong to 
one of our first families. That front 
line in Society must be a long one. 

Dorothy has a nice figure and she 
doesn’t usually hide it under a lot 
of ruffles. One evening gown of 
white used silk lace for the long 
tight bodice, from which scalloped 
net longer in the back made the 
full skirt. Another was crystal 
beaded and fringed, with the fringe 
filling the deep V of the decolletege 
in back, where it hung from a band 
of rhinestones at the neck. A chif- 
fon negligee had pleated cape 
sleeves. 





Louise Brooks Doubles 

In “Now We're in the Air,” 
Louise Brooks probably made her 
scenes during a lunch hour. She 
had a moment in a short black bal- 
let costume, another as a French 
peasant and about five or six as 
twin sisters starting on their 
honeymoons, one from Germany and 
one from Paris, but both in the 
same grey crepe and fox ensemble. 





Girl Privileges at West Point 


West Point evidently still has 
some vacancies they want filled and 
it won’t be long now. The girls 
will fill them—after “Dress Parade” 
shows them the privileges a cadet’s 
girl friend has there. It should 
start some young men holding up 
their chins and picturing them- 
selves in that uniform, except our 
theatre soldiers who may look as 
good but never get in a newsreel. 

Bessie Love dresses as sweet and 
girlish as she looks. One dark 
frock with short sleeves has a jabot 
and cuffs of pleated net, a white 
organdy with deep bertha had a net 
edge to it and the skirt. A small 
patterned voil used the diagonai 
neckline and draped skirt, while 
tucks and a novel treatment of 
pleats added to the smartness of 
a crepe de chine frock. 





“Lovelorn’s” Story Worth 

Beatrice Fairfax’s “The Love- 
lorn” is worth about as much as a 
picture as the paper it runs in as 
feature, but of course the three 
cents includes pictures and adver- 
tising. Probably only by blaming 
it on that famous name could any- 
body have the nerve to produce it. 

Sally O’Neil and Molly O’Day 
could hardly fail as sisters. Ac- 
cording to the story, Molly was 
responsible for all the attractive 
clothes they both wore. Another 
story like this and it might be nec- 
essary as a vocation for her. 

A black satin with white pleated 
and pointed collar and cuffs was 
good looking, another of light silk 
had sleeves and tie of dotted silk 





and a satin made with very short 
sleeves of lace matching the vestee 


FLOOD OF NEW 


CHORUS GIRLS 


Film House Work 





According to casting agents and 
Stage and screen producing offices 
in New York, there are more 
strange girls in New York at this 
time than ever in theatricals. 

They are seeking soft snaps in 
the picture houses, in stage pres- 
entations, as well as the road place- 
ment of units by Publix. 


and acrobatic dance schools. Each 
week incoming trains land girls at 
these schools, taking lessons with 
the belief that it is easy to ge’ work 
in the cinema palaces, 

Picture house units as they travel 
over the country have made it ap- 
pear al] the more alluring for giris 
to hop to New York seeking similar 
employment. 

Alan Foster is about the most 
prolific of the picture house girl act 
producers. Foster is understood to 
have agreed to furnish Publix the- 
atres exclusively with one of his 
trained troup of about 12 girls every 
other week. In the present Publix- 
Loew route of 40 weeks, Foster may 
have 25 sets of his girls simultane- 
ously traveling over the combined 
circuits, 

Foster is importing his raw girls, 
training them in New York, mean- 
while providing them with board 
and lodging, giving each applicant 
accepted a contract for three years. 





used two tones of satin in the wide 
girdle. A black georgette frock 
with deep bertha was worn with a 
small black lace hat—very pretty. 





Knows Her Posies 

“Shield of Honor” is a remark- 
able picture. Not because the flying 
cop wins the millionaire’s daughter, 
but during a fire, instead of rush- 
ing into it to save her, he finds the 
girl already rescued. Lucky the 
new Fords are sc fast if police are 
going to drop planes in the streets— 
they can try and beat each other to 
the nearest manhole. 

Dorothy Gulliver looked sweet in 
a white organdy frock with silk 
embroidery on the sides of the open 
skirt and also holding one side of 
the deep bertha. Her parasol was a 
lacy one with flowers on it. The 
flowers she carried with a light 
coat were lilies-of-the-valley and 
roses, rather like a bridal bouquet, 
but a millionaire’s daughter must 
know her posies. Thelma Todd 
wore a black satin frock with the 
long sleeves caught at the shoulder 
only with a diamond-shaped black 
and white pattern, which was re- 
peated in the pockets and cuffs. 





Marjorie Daw’s Squawk 

“Home Made” but not by mother, 
by gagmen. Johnny Hines goes 
from stunt to stunt in this golf gag 
film, some in par, others impossible. 
Marjorie Daw has a legitimate kick 
coming either to the camera man 
or her dietician. She looked thin 
and worried most of the time. 

A velvet suit with metallic blouse 
was quite pretty, even if the light 
did show where the velvet was 
crushed from sitting on it. Her 
two-piece silk frock with self-color 
embroidery had half-length sleeves, 
and a beaded evening gown had a 
narrow metallic belt at the natural 
waist line. 





Father Bows to Gowns 

Father gets his chance at the 
Rivoli to be fitted with a halo in 
“Sorrell & Son,” a partnership in- 
stead of parenthood. The result is 
splendid and naturally moist. It 
seemed almost rude to notice clothes 
during such tender scenes, but after 
all, a father is only a father but a 
beautiful gown is what Mary Nolan 
wore as a bride. It was of lace 
and tulle and almost touched the 
floor. Her negligee was trimmed 
only with a shirred band of the ma- 
terial at neck and sleeves. 

Anna Q. Nilsson wore a chinchilla 
wrap over an elaborately beaded 
and spangled gown that was high in 
front and cut to waist in back. 
Whether Alice Joyce wears ging- 
ham or cloth of gold she graces it. 
Her black crepe gown was simply 
trimmed with narrow gold braid 
around the neck and hanging from 
the waist. 
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ALONG THE LINE 


By BLAND 





} Need Entertainment 


| A bill of pitiful dreariness at the | 


~ - 
Rushing to New York for. 


Sist Street last half, six rows filled 
with one customer reading a paper, 
one playing tit-tat-toe, eight high 
school boys amusing themselves 
with discreet birdies, yawns, stage 
| Waits, and the apron decorated with 
; such brilliantly lighted Christmas 
trees you couldn't see the first half 
of the feature picture. Tree lights 
were turned off while the picture 
was under way, and the rest was 
pleasant, if not wild entertainment, 
Vera Reynolds in “The Main Event.” 

Vaudeville just wasn't. Marion 





New York has a raft of classical , Gibney tried hard to fill the com- 
;edy spot. 


She missed until resort- 
ing to blue gags, which did get tit- 
ters. Bert Earle and his girls also 
could stand polishing, not even to 
hint at rehearsing. A bull fiddle in 
his band so dominates the melodies 
they aren't. 

There’s some spinal trouble af- 
flicting the 8ist Street. In that lo- 
cation, at 50 cents, it should be 
playing to plenty women. But what 
do women want for thelr money? 
Apparently, entertainment. And 
even a series of country store-night 
giveaways couldn't have pushed this 
bill into that classification. 





Mossy Antique 

“Husbands or Lovers” at the Fifth 
Avenue Playhouse was a good bait 
title gone water-logged in one of 
the mossiest, dreariest antiques to 
have passed the customs under the 
guise of “Art.” The story elaborated 
on the hot inquiry, “does a lover 
pay,” in a series of comically crude 
revelations that he does not. Some 
of the girls laughed right out loud 
at the most solemn moments. 

Emil Jannings in the husband's 
role contributed what there was of 
interest, and a round-shouldered, 
mercifully unbilled queen, who stag- 
gered to express anguish, contrib- 
uted plenty of unconscious com- 
edy. Even the errant wife's finale 
suicide left the girls in some doubt 
about the lesson, 

This is the kind of story Holly- 
wood has been giving the girls for 
years with a comedy treatment. 
There might be a draw in the story 
as a tragedy, but this passes Ger- 
man opus doesn’t hit. * 





Roxy’s Side Street 
In spite of the elaborate holiday 





program of the Roxy, the theatre's 
real spectacle Monday was on 50th 
street. A triple line the length of 
the building, optimistically standing 
in the cold, waiting to be packed 
into the rotunda, with only a re- 
mote prospect of getting into a 
seat in the house. Here was the 
seasona) spirit of hope rampant! 

Roxy spread out a tinsel enter- 
tainment as a great treat for the 
holiday trade, dolls and fairy god- 
mothers and wicked stepsisters, all 
the elements to charm the kiddies 


home for vacation from the Back- 
ward Children’s Institutes and the 
visiting maiden aunts. The pre- 


sentation was pretty enough, though 
it might not arouse the less emas- 
culated city girls to sobs and bravos. 

“Silk Legs” was fairly adult, cele- 
brating as it does, the libidinous 
sales methods of the women’s wear 
trade. A few more pictures like this 
and traveling men will join Prince- 
ton University, the Republic of 
France et al, in their appeal to 


Will Hays against misrepresenta- 
tion. They have no just squawk. 
The story of the rival stocking 
salesmen is not far-fetched. Pet- 
ting a lady buyer and procuring 


chorus girls for the ga-ga mail or- 
der king are notes of authenticity 
in the story. Madge Bellamy is 


cute as the traveling saleswoman, 
end James Hall, also cute, is the 
traveling man. Maude Fulton is a 


joy as the maiden buyer. 
“Eagle” Not for Ladies 

“The Lone Eagle,” an opportunist 
title if nothing else, might be liked 
by the boys in the obscure houses, 
but for Broadway it's pretty infan- 
tile. And for the girls it’s not. 

Some of the close-ups are in vile 


taste. One shows the hero. lean- 
ing out of his plane and leering 
villainously as his rival falls in 





flames. Another choice one focuses 
ion a dog licking blood off a cadaver 
| tichard Keane plays the Eagle as 
|best he can. And Barbara Mgnt 
plays a peasant girl about as con- 
| vine ing as a peasant chorus girl in 
musical comedy. 





Menjou Taking Chances 
Men are calling “Serenade” a 
typical Menjou picture. They may 


'mean that the picture couldn’t stand 
up without Menjou Will Rogers 
would be as good in the part or 
Noah Beery. Menjou is called out 
of his character which the girls 
have learned to love and expect, 
that exquisite mastery of situation, 
which have made Menjou the per- 
l tect man-who-understands-women, 
| A wiggly dancer and a dowdy 


} 
} 


wife both play rings around him. He 
starts out as a callow sentimental- 
ist and ends as a tricked husband 
who loses his temper and kicks 
shoes around, The story is just that 
old, old woman's page standby. 
Neglected wife. Running out. Daz- 
zling regalia. Hired gigolo. Awak- 
ened husband! 

If the formula were that simple, 
concubinage woukl be a lost art. 
There isn't a woman who doesn’t 
know it’s the bunk and wish it 
weren't. 

Katharine Carver is unattractive 
as the unattractive wife. Lina Bas- 
quette is obvious as the obvious 
seductress. Adolphe is a boob as 
the boob maestro. 

Nobody is interesting and neither 
is the picture. 

“Serenade” is nothing to squeal 
over, and another story like it will 
eure the girls of Adolphe as the 
man-who-understands., 





A Nightgown Lesson 


“French Dressipg” 
tertainment. Here's a picture for 
the wise girls. And it won't miss 
with the goofy ones, either. The 
story is nothing. There are no 
high-powered love scenes and no 
dynamite dramatics. But Allan 
Dwan has contrived to make a di- 
verting lesson for wives out of @ 
high-necked nightgown. Lois Wil- 
son is the wife who wears it. She 
is a Bostonian matron who is more 
passionate over her housekeeping 
than her husband. In a wild mo- 
ment the thwarted man kisses the 
girl-friend and is caught. Then the 
Seine Tribunal, lonliness, Henri, 
Paris night-life and the return to 
husband, 

H. B. Warner and Clive Brook 
are the men. Clive, of course, the 
other ene. Lilyan Tashman te the 
dizzy divorcee who starts the trou- 
ble. The cast is perfect for this 
sophisticated little comedy of a re- 
pressed woman shaking off her in- 
hibitions. Some of the subtleties 
are exquisite. The girls shouidn’t 
miss Dwan’s simple theory of how 
to hold your husband. 


is adult en- 











“Greatest Gold-Digger,” 
Says Court, of Mrs. Bow 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27, 


Superior Judge Bowron has an- 
nuled the marriage of Robert W. 
tow, father of Clara Bow, screen 
star, to idella Elizabeth Mowery 
Row, after listening to Bow’s testi- 
mony and troubles. Bow stated he 
met the girl at his daughter's, Clara, 
home where he received the info 
that she was 23, orphan and a Pa- 
risian dancer. 

After that Bow said he was 
“touched” for $350. Three months 
of courtship, with the wedding tak- 
ing® place July 9, 1924. From then 
on Bow’s troubies began, he said. 

He found out she was not a 
dancer, but a nurse; that she had 
a mother and was only 19. 

Aside from that there were a 
flock of relatives that cost him 
$1,000 in railroad tickets to bring 
them from New York here, claimed 
Bow. 

Mrs. Ella May Dicks, her mother, 
was called to the stand to testify. 
Mrs. Dicks sighingly affirmed that 
Idella Elizabeth was a drug store 
clerk at the time of the marriage 
and that she always was a harum- 
scarum, 

“And doubtless the world’s great- 
est gold digger,” added Judge Bow- 
ron, as he signed the decree, 


ad —— ; * 
Haze! Speriing’s Partner 
Hazel Sperling has teamed with 
Mario Marano, European adagio 


dancer. 
They will be at the Casa Lopes 
after New Year's. 





Among those added to “Cloaks and 
Norma Shearer's present 
| picture for M-G-M, are Frank Cure 
rier, Polly Moran, Leon Holmes, 
Lilianne Leighton and Ethel) Jack- 
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NEW YORK 





Suit brought by Marguerite Sitz- 
ler, former showgirl, against an 
apartment house owner for $100,000 
dGamages for injuries received in 4a 
fire was dismissed by Justice Dru- 
han in Supreme Court. Miss Sitzler’s 
mother and sister were killed in the 





The Metropolitan Coliseum has 
been incorporated in New York with 
a capitalization of 200,000 shares of 
preferred stock at $20 par value and 
$00,000 shares of common. The cor- 
poration says it will build an arena 
at 54th street and 12th avenue. 





Paderewski has arrived in New 
a to start a transcontinental 
ur. 





Executors of the estate of Clin- 
ton M. Freeman, holding one-third 
of the Club Mirador’s outstanding 
stock, charge the club is misman- 
aged and have made application in 
federal court for the appointment 
of an equity receiver. The execu- 
tors have been offered $6,000 for 
Freeman's 133 shares, 





Suit for $25,000 has been started 
im Hackensack, N. J., by Edith Mc- 


Intosh against Anna Hunt for al- |jowing the shooting of John Moretto, 


leged alienation of affections of 

Alexander McIntosh, singer. Mrs. 

McIntosh claims she found her 

husband and Miss Hunt in an 

apartment with not enough clothes 

on. . 
—-wT) 

Mrs. R. Bartow, society woman 
and amateur actress, entered pro- 
fessionalism last night (Tuesday) 
as Hope Williams in “Paris 
Bound.” 





Following reported protests from 
the family of the late Maurice, his 
widow, Eleanora Ambrose Maurice, 
announced her proposed marriage 
to Charles Sabin, her dancing 
partner, had been postponed. Mau- 
rice’s family is said to have sug- 
gested Mrs. Maurice wait a year 
before remarrying. 





Dramatic critics of Ravenna, 
Italy, have unanimously adopted a 
resolution to disregard all produc- 
tions handled by a certain theatre 
Manager because the manager 
barred one of them from his thea- 
tre after a panning notice. Boy- 
cotting of alleged overly authorita- 
tive managers has also been done 
by critics in Rome and Turin. 





Police raiding Goodman's Danc- 
ine School, 168 EB. 86th street, 
charged Nathan Landsman, 35, with 
conducting a disorderly house, ar- 
resting 49 girla and 21 men. 
Twenty-three of the girls were 
charged with being wayward 
minors and all others were booked 
for disorderly conduct. Some of 
the men were found with liquor and 
concealed weapons. There were 
more than 100 men in the place at 
the time of the raid, but most es- 
caped. 





Edward T. Carr, neral sales 
manager of Allied Artists Corpora- 
tion, England, received a round trip 
to the United States with his wife 
as a Christmas present from 
United Artists. 





Eastman Kodak company is mak- 
ing an extensive play to widen the 
market for educational films in 
schools. With the co-operation of 
teachers they are preparing several 
series of geographic and scientific 
pictures, adapting them to various 
grades in school. 

Value of the films will be tested 
by the Universities of Columbia 
and Chicago. 





Mme. Lilli Dillenz, Austrian ac- 
tress who accompanied Friedrich 
Loose, German pilot, on his unsuc- 
cessful trans-Atlantic flight, is 
coming to America in search of a 
Plane and pilot to make another 
attempt. 





Ellis Baker, actress, whose hus- 
band got a divorce in Mexico with- 
out her knowledge and remarried 
soon after, secured a decree here 
for herself. The Mexican decree 
vig held invalid in New York. 





Otis Wiese, 22, has been ap- 
pointed editor-in-chief of “McCall's 
Magazine.” He is a graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin, 





John Harwood sailed last Friday 
on the Majestic for London where 
he will stage “The Five O'Clock 
Girl’ for Phillip Goodman, While 
there Harwood will dispose of an 
inherited estate preparatory to 
making New York his permanent 
home. 





Gilda Gray will accompany her 
picture, “The Deyil Dancer,” in Eu- 


ropean showings for personal * ap- 
pearances. She opens in London 
next spring. 





Manuscripts of the music and 
revue current at the Capitol thea- 
tre were rescued last week from 
his burning apartment by Jack 
Ricker, assistant to Major Bowes. 








Harry D. Buckley, vice-president 
of United Artists, started last week 
on a tour of the U. A. exchanges. 





Hamilton McFadden has indef- 
initely postponed production of “The 
Stag,” by Beverly Nichols. 





Louis Calhern, recently married to 
Julia Hoyt, will not appear in his 
wife’s proposed vaudeville sketch, 
“Every Half Hour,” taking instead 
a role in “Quicksands,” new play 
by Warren Lawrence. Miss Hoyt 
will continue with the sketch. 





Pearl A. Howell, dancer, is suing 
Wm. A. Meyer for $5,000 for in- 
juries claimed received when his car 
hit a taxi in which she was riding 
three years ago. Miss Howell cre- 
ated a sensation in Brooklyn Su- 
preme Court when showing scars on 
her thigh and knee, 





Four men were arrested and 
charged with felonious assault fol- 


20, in a night club at 309 West 
29th street. Two hostesses—Helen 
O'Mara and Margaret Smith—were 
held as material witnesses. Moretto 
is in a serious condition. He was 
taken to the French hospital by two 
of the men later arrested. 





packs a mean wallop. George Price 
34, got into an argument with Wil- 
lard in the latter’s real estate office 
in Hollywood. Result: Price was 
treated for a gash on his head in 
an emergency hospital 

So far, no complaint has been 
signed against Willard. 





Municipal Judge Leonard Wilson 
dismissed a charge of petty theft 
pending against Teddy Silva, for- 
merly leading contender for the 
world’s flyweight boxing title. Judge 
Wilson acted on lack of evidence 
and a recommendation of the city 
prosecutor's office. 





Richard Couts, of an old Los An- 
geles family, was found guilty of 
manslaughter by a jury in Superior 
Judge Thompson's court, in connec- 
tion with the fatal stabbing of 
Benny Chaves, lightweight boxer. 


CHICAGO 


Members of the Theatre Club an- 
nounce the completion of plans for 
a pretentious New Year’s eve af- 
fair in the form of a masque ball. 
Further production of Theatre Club 
plays has been suspended until 
around Jan. 1. 











Fred Mann, proprietor of the 
Rainbo Gardens cafe is introducing 
jai alai in Chicago at the Rainbo 
Fronton. He has secured an in- 
junction against police interference, 
although in granting the injunction 
the court stated that no violations 
would be tolerated. When _ the 
Fronton opened, Friday, Dec. 23, the 
entire gate went to the “Shoes for 
the Poor’ fund of Mayor Thomp- 
son’s Fish-Fans club, 





Official U. S. government films 
were shown to members of the 65th 
cavalry division of the A. E. F. at 
the annual Christmas banquet of 
that organization, held in the Hotel 
LaSalle Dec. 23. The pictures were 
of fighting along the western front. 





Arthur Sheekman, picture editor 
of the Chicago “Journal,” has been 








Mrs. Oscar Hammerstein is ad- 
vertising for financial backing for 
night clubs she intends opening in 
New York and Palm Beach. She 
says she will manage the clubs and 
act as hostess. 





Station WEAF was silent more 
than five hours Monday (Dec. 26) 
because of a frozen water cooling 
system, 


LOS ANGELES 


Frank D., Williams, inventor of 
picture appliances, whose domestic 
troubles are being aired in the local 
courts, received a 90-day suspended 
jail sentence from Municipal Judge 
Leonard .Wilson on a battery 
charge. Williams was accused of 
socking H. S. Penn outside the dli- 
vorce court after the latter had 
testified in behalf of Mrs. Mildred 
Williams, his wife. 











Mrs. Edith Andrews, estranged 
wife of Del Andrews, picture direc- 
tor, asked Assistant City Prosecu- 
tor Willlam Krowl for aid in 
reaching an agreement regarding 
Andrew's payments for the support 
of their 23-year-old son. She 
charged Andrews has failed to con- 
tribute since Sept. 15. Divorce pro- 
ceedings are pending. 





Rupert Hughes, author, its visit- 
ing in Los Angeles. He is accom- 
panied by his wife. 





Lillian Gish will make her deposi- 
tion in the $5,000,000 breach of con- 
tract suit brought against her by 
Charles H. Duell, Inc. 

Judge Gates has set Jan. 19 for 
arguments by attorneys. 

The judge also indicated that 
Miss Gish’s statement will be 
taken on neutral ground. 





Mrs. Ethel Ward, sister of Norma 
Shearer, was divorced from John 
D. Ward in Reno, Nev. She charged 
failure to provide. Joint custody 
of their child was agreed upon as 
long as Ward does not remarry and 
lives in California. The Wards 
— married in Richfield, N. J., in 





Alice Lansing, 23, 
chosen as the official ‘Miss Los 
Angeles” for 1928 from 300 con- 
testants. Judges who selected the 
winner were Sid Grauman, Irving 
Thalberg, E. Snapper Ingram, A. C. 
Arnold and E. Manchester Boddy. 


has been 





Lon Chaney paid a $15 fine for 
speeding on Melrose avenue in 
Municipal Judge Valentine’s court. 

At the same time Peter De Paolo, 
national champ racing driver, failed 
to appear on similar speed charges 
and was given 24 hours to pay the 
fine or else, 








Frank YD. Kingsley, Hollywood 
picture agent, was haled in Su- 
perior Judge Daniel Beecher’s court 
by Mrs. Ilean Kingsley on contempt 
charges for failing to pay $900 back 
alimony. Mrs. Kingsley obtained a 
divorce several weeks ago. 

Jess Willard, former heavyweight 


champ, let it be known that he still 


. 


receiving letters from Chicagoans 
applauding thé “smokers loges” 
policy of the new. United Artists 
theatre. Some writers urge that 
other theatres adopt the plan. 





Romola Remus, daughter of 
George Remus, was featured on a 
charity ball program given by Chi- 
cago Elks Christmas eve. Miss 
Remus has been the stellar attrac- 
tion at the Hollywood Barn cafe, 
Chicago, for several months, 





Tenants of the Briggs house, fre- 
quented by theatrical people, are 
seeking new quarters. Wreckers will 
start razing the building the first 
of the year. The hotel was built 30 
years ago. It is being torn down 
to make way for the new building 
of the Steuben club. 





Disregarding the finding of a 
coroner’s jury which had recom- 
mended the release of Meyer Golan, 
Assistant State’s Attorney Charles 
J. Mueller said the state will hold 
Golan and three others who were 
arraigned recently for robbery and 
murder they are alleged to have 
participated in at the Parody cafe. 





NelHe Revell, handling publicity 
for the opening of the United Art- 
ists theatre here, shared a full col- 
umn write-up in the Chicago “Daily 
News” with Gloria Swanson. Nellie 
insisted on taking Gloria to inspect 
the new house when she hopped off 
the Century here, 





Frank Noonan, owner of The 
Tunnel (cabaret at 2355 West Lake 
street), was fatally shot in his re- 
sort and died at the Washington 
Boulevard hospital. He named his 
assailant as Frank Smith. 


Officials of the Board of Educa- 
tion have completed arrangements 
with the Chicago Civic Opera Com- 
pany whereby two performances 
will be given exclusively for Chi- 
cago school children. Matinee per- 
formance will be “Faust,” while 
“Martha” will be staged In the eve- 
ning for high school students. 


LONDON 


Joan Lockton and Billy Bennett, 
stars from screen and music hall 
stage, respectively, are to play kad- 
ing roles in “Lumber Love.” 











British Broadcasting Co. has en- 
gaged Andre Charlot, revue pro- 
ducer, to produce six entertainments, 
with the first Jan. 12. Charlot in- 
tends to infuse a new spirit into 
wireless programs, and invites the 
public to offer suggestions to get an 
idea of the type of show best suited 
to the majority of listeners-in. 





When “Sirocco” closes at Daly’s 
Dec. 17, after three weeks’ run, 
Frances Doble, starring, will appear 
in “The Black Spider,” following 
“The Garden of Eden” at the Lyric, 
Dec. 26. It will only occupy the 
house for a short time, as Clayton 
and Waller are going to produce 
there “Sauce for the Ganders,” a re- 
named edition of “The Cradle 
Snatchers,” hitherto banned by the 
censor when submitted by Ernest 





Edelsten. Im consequence he kt his 
;option expire. Clayton and Waller 


‘then acquired the piece, made sun-. 


(Jai Alai’s Betting Under ‘ 
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Injunction in Chicago 
Chicago, Dec. 27. 
Jai Alai, the speedy Spanish game, 
got off to a good start at Rainbo 
Gardens the other night. Introduc- 
tion of the sport hereis with double 
intent, being an attempt by its 
spousors to popularize the game 
here. and perhaps elsewhere, and a 
method to revive the Rainbo's fail- 
ing cafe business. 


The game is running with pari- 
mutual betting, in this case called 
the “Allen system.” Authorities 
sought to halt the betting after 
opening night, but are restrained by 
an injunction. The litigation is 
similar to that carried on between 
the dog race operators and city offi- 
clals. 

Fred Mann, owner of the Rainbo, 
has built a grandstand capable of 
seating 2,000. Amorig the best- 
known players are Guillermo, Ara- 
mendi, Rafael and Marcellino. 


AMATEUR FILM GROUPS 


(Continued from page 1) 


under supervision of the Amateur 
Cinema League of New York. It 
co-operates and gets them started. 
Aside from initial cost of camera 
and -possible $200 additional cost 
for four-reel productions, there is 
no further expense attached to the 
venture which seems quite attrac- 
tive to the amateurs. 

After making a picture with a 
membership cast, it is displayed at 
a local hall with a dance after- 
ward. This initial showing at least 
balances the expense outlay if not 
bringing a profit. 

Most of the clubs are not inter- 
ested in the immediate financial 
gain since membership dues and in 
between functions offset production 
expense, Many of the units figure 
it as a possible way of getting the 
screen talent to attention of pro- 
ducers even if the chances are 
slight. 

The amateur film production is in 
line for a local tie-up with a pic- 
ture house, on its drawing strength. 











dry alterations and got it passed. 





“Sirocco’s” successor will be a re- 
vival of “Lilac Time,” the play on 
Schubert’s life to the accompani- 
ment of his own music, which was 
done in the States under the title 
“Blossom Time.” Evelyn Laye will 
star, supported by Percy Heming, 
Frederick Blamey, W. H. Berry. 





Cochran's new dancing revue will 
have a preliminary canter at Man- 
chester Palace Feb. 28 before com- 
ing to the Pavilion, with a cast in- 
cluding Jessie Matthews, Tilly 
Losch - (Viennese), Cella Glynn, 
Iaurie Devine, Maisie Gay, Joan 
Clarkson, Ann Coddrington, Sheila 
Graham, Kathleen Lafla, Lucia la 
Bella (Spanish), Dare and Wahl, 
“Snowball,” Holland and* Barry, 
Douglas Byng, Robert Algar, Fred 
Groves, Lance Lister, Sonnie Hale. 





The wedding of Ivor Vintor, di- 
minutive comedian, and Doris Bent- 
ley, late of the “Co-Optimists,” is 
announced as having taken place 
secretly Dec. 12. Ivor is appearing 
in “Shake Your Feet” at the Hippo- 
drome. He is so small he appears 
as a ventriloquist‘’s dummy in one 
scene, seated upon the knee of 
Charles Austin. 





Seymour Hicks, accompanied by 
his wife, Ellaline Terriss, and 
daughter Betty, with a company, 
sail Dec. 81 for a tour of Canada, 
returning in May. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Gus Green, Berkeley tailor, held 
under $10,000 for alleged attack on 
his niece, Ernestine Jennings, or- 
ganist in a Berkeley picture house. 











William B. Ragland, former man- 
ager of Benjamin Music Co., Berk- 
eley, returned here from Chicago, 
after jumping $5,000 bail, to answer 
charges of forgery. New bail fixed 


TERRIS BEATS McGRAW 
PROVING SUPERIORITY 


East-Sider Easily Master of 
Phil—Sid in Fine Form 





By JACK PULASKI 


As the time draws near for a 
lightweight title match, last Fri- 
day’s bout between Sid Terris, of 
New York, and Phil McGraw, of De- 
troit, has a bearing on the man to 
meet Sammy Mandel for the crown. 
Terris looks like that opponent. He 
easily outboxed and out-punched 
Phil McGraw in their 10-round en- 
counter. 

Sid was 4-1 favorite when the 
boys entered the ring. He gocked 
Phil 10 times to the Detroiter’s one 
and perhaps the margin as even 
greater. In the first five rounds 
Terris landed what looked like so 
many solid right crosses to Mc- 
Graw’s map that the crowd got ex- 
cited, sensing a knockout. 

Some of those rights were too 
high. Yet many landed flush and it 
is a wonder Phil didn’t hit the can- 
vas. The answer is that he has an 
iron jaw. Looks just a question of 
how long he can take it around the 
head before he starts walking on his 
heels. 

In the later stages of the fight the 
fans grew tired of seeing Terris hit 
Phil so often. It kind of lost its kick, 
and as a matter of fact Sid did let 
down. Looked as though Sid made 
up his mind he couldn’t knock the 
other gamester off his pins. More 
like his second warned him not to 
take too many chances of hurting 
his hands on the hard dome of the 
Detroiter. 

However, the contest was worth 
seeing. Plenty of room in the house, 
even on the top loft. House was 
scaled for too much sugar at il 
bucks top. 


Sid Won Before 


Terris and McGraw had met twice 
before. In the first encounter Sid 
won, but he had to get up off the 
floor to fight his way to a decision. 
The second meeting resulted in a 
floul by Terris, who was taking 
plenty from Phil. Last week’s scrap 
settled the matter of superiority. In 
speed, footwork and punching pow- 
er, Sid had it all over the other lad, 
That he could not topple McGraw 
is no wonder. Phil stood up against 
lustier punchers than Terris. Ace 
Hudgins, for instance, three eights 
before the final bout. Im the semi- 
final Bruce Flowers, New Rochelle’s 
flashy colored lightweight, earned 
the decision over Lew Paluso, of 
Toledo. The latter did some excel- 
lent work, but Flowers won on 
points. But he knew he was in 4 
fight. The gallery boys didn’t like 
the decision and they did their bird 
act. 

This boy Flower is a sure comer, 
and perhaps in the year to come he 
will figure as a title contender. 





Woods, Cal. Boxing Boss 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
James Woods, manager of the 
Biltmore Hotel, was appointed 
chairman of the California Boxing 
Commission by Gov. C. C. Young, 
to succeed Louis Almgren of San 
Diego. 





IOWA’S BOXING BILL 


Des Moines, Ia., Dec. 21. 

Action of Becker-Chapman Post, 
American Legion, Waterloo, Ia., in 
demanding that the next session of 
the Iowa legislature legalize boxing, 
will be given immediate attention, 
it is announced by R. J. 
adjutant of the Iowa department. 

Waterloo legionaires launchd 
the movement last year. The resd- 
lution asks for 10-round fights to & 
decision by officials to be appointed 
by a state boxing commission. 





Hearst Coast-Bound 


William Randolph Hearst and 
Mrs. Hearst left for California Sat 





urday. 





INSIDE 





STUFF 


ON SPORTS 


One of the oldest picture actors now working as an extra in Holly 
wood is Mike Ready, who in the spring of 1872 played with the Chicago 
National baseball team under the name of Joe Peters. He broke se eral 
of his fingers, with the result he had to retire from baseball, and them 
went on to the stage with Haverly’s Minstrels. 
living in Hollywood for the past six years and working consistently in 
pictures. His early training has left him in good physical condition. 





Ready, 78, has been 
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Happy New Year! 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and “Clipper”) 








Twelve-act vaudeville bills, in- 
troduced first by William Morris and 
later copied by -William Hammer- 
atein, was introduced by the Keith 
people at the Colonial and Alham- 
bra, and it was said the policy 
might be extended all over New 
York. 





Laurette Taylor and J. Hartley 
Manners, star and author of “Peg o’ 
My Heart,” then in its remarkable 
run in New York, were married. A 
story was told at the Wedding of 
bow Oliver Morosco a year before 
was on the night train from New 
York to Schenectady, where Man- 
ners’ “Bird of Paradise” was play- 
ing and for want of something to 
read, glanced through “Peg,” in- 
sisting upon signing a contract then 
and there to produce it. 


“Hello, Ragtime,” at the London 
Hippodrome, first of the American 
syncopated revue invasion, was a 
tremendous hit. In the cast were 
Ethel Levey, Lew Hearn, Bonita 
and Willie Solar. 


Sarah Bernhardt on” tour in 
American vaudeville, was unable to 
play several Chicago performances, 
and it was feared she was on the 
verge of a breakdown. 


Details of the project that ulti- 
mately resulted in the building of 
he Mark-Srand, New York, came 
out. The Mitchell Mark Co. of Buf- 
falo took a 2l-year lease of the 
Brewster Carriage factory site, 
Broadway, 48th to 49th street. Max 
Spiegel was the promoter. 

Comstéck & Gest’s production of 
“The Whip,” English melodrama, at 
the Manhattan Opera’ House, was 
the talk of show business. It was 
@ constant sell-out. Advance sales 
amounted to $100,000, and not a seat 
was available for more than a 
month, It was estimated that with 
extra matinees the gross would 
reach $35,000 on the holiday week. 


40 YEARS AGO 


(From “Clipper’’) 

Paddy Ryan and Joe McAuliffe, 
heavyweight pugilists, met in San 
PWrancisco. Ryan had been k. o’ed 
by John L. and was doing a come- 
back. The fight management set the 
high rate of $10 a seat for the 
match, and in order to guarantee 
that the sports would get a run for 
their money, provided that ordinary 
fouls would not be considered, and 
tf the police interfered before the 
sixth round, the contestants would 
be paid pro rata on a basis of $1,000 
for ten rounds. McAuliffe stopped 





his man in three rounds. 


It was one of those “old-fashioned 
winters,” for with Christmas there 
was skating on all the city park 
lakes. A new sport was snow 
tobogganing, a number of slides 
having been built in New York. 


It was said that only three thea- 
tres had showed a profit for the 
week before Christmas. Many of 
the New York houses closed, except 
for invitation performances for the 
Many traveling players who had 
@eome into town from the road. 





An exception to dull business was 
the first New York performance 
of Nat Goodwin in “Lend Me Five 
Shillings” at the Grand. 


Jennie Yeamans made her stellar 
debut in “Our Jenny,” by Clay M. 
Greene. 


The harness horse vogue was at 
its height and large purses were put 
up for the fleet steppers. The Cleve- 
land Driving Park management at 
this time announced that purses of 
$40,000 would be offered during the 
coming season for four races of 
$19,000 each. 


ee 








INSIDE STUFF 


Jack Isaacson, associated with the ¢ apehart-Carey advertising agency 
(theatrical advertising), has pulled away and is now out for himself. | 
In resigning from Capehart-Carey, he carried the advertising of Jones 
& Green, Theatre Guild and the “quity Ticket office with him 

This makes four agencies now hand! ng theatrical ads in town—J. P 
Muller, Capehart-Carey, Mackenna-Muyller and Isaacson. | 
| 
| 
John Golden's series of articles in the “Saturday Evening Post” on | 
his experiences as a Broadway producer, under the title of “Cleaning 
Up” and the sub-title of “From Rags to Riches,” was recently completed 
The concluding article told of Golden’s activities during the actors’ 
strike of 1919, among other things. He mentioned sharing in settling 
the dispute, having been on the committee that bought about the truce 
in the library of the St. Regis hotel. His declaration that he actually 
started the strike was somewhat puzzling to Broadway. 

What Golden meant was his idea of forming a producers organiza- 
tion, Golden getting the showmen together for that purpose. This led 
to the formation of the Producing Managers’ Association. As the title 
infers it was intended to be for producers only and to exclude the 
booking managers—Klaw and Erlanger and the Shuberts—and the orig- 
inal idea was to secure better terms and conditions from the bookers. 
After a couple of weeks Klaw, Erlanger and the Shuberts were admitted 
and the main idea of the association was thrown overboard. Realizing 
the managers were banded together to fend off actors’ demands, Equity 
struck against the P. M. A. B 

At one of those managers sessions, Equity was invited. Francis Wil- 
gon caused a furore by declaring the actors had not come with their 
hats in their hands that time. David Belasco was so angry that he 
pounded the table, cutting his hand. 

The Golden articles were written by Viola Brothers Shore, who made 
a crack reportorial job of it. The first of the eight articles appears not 
to have carried Miss Shore’s name. She was then on the coast and 4 
hotel telegraphic argument ensued. Later installments carried Miss 
Shore’s name as collaborator. Reports are that Golden received $10,000 
for the stories, with Miss Shore getting $2,000 instead of $3,000, the 
reputed figure she was to have received. A cut in the fee to have been 
paid’ Golden by the publication is the alleged reason. 


“The Girl From Child's,” was written in 1912 by Archa Colby and 
presented in vaude for many consecutive years by Hal Davis and Inez 
MacCauley. In 1924 Colby and J. A. Jackson elaborated the vaude skit 
into a full-sized play and piece was considered a stock sensation in that 
it had never been given a legitimate production, 

Arrangements were made to make a musical version of it with the | 
new production finally reaching Werba’s theatre, Brooklyn, where it 
recently closed for repairs. 











Mrs. Frances Wilson jrayson, lost trans-Atlantic fiyer, is the 
same Frances Grayson who played as ingenue with the stock | 
company of the Jefferson, Portland, Maine, in 1921. Although Mrs. | 
Grayson spent over a month at Old Orchard this fall, making three 
unsuccessful efforts to span the ocean in “The Dawn,” identification as | 
the actress who had played there was not made, Announcement that | 
the ingenue and Mrs. Grayson were ‘one and the same was made by | 
Edward V. Phelan, manager of the Jefferson. Mrs. Grayson’s change 
in appearance in the last six years is given as the reason why Portland | 
people have not connected the two. 


t 


“Summer Storms” rehearsals were halted through Equity intervention | 
when no bond was posted by the Staten Island Theatre Productions, | 
producing. Cast was ordered not to report for further rehearsals un- 
less advised by Equity that security has Been posted. 

Frank Martens, for the producing corporation, attempted to prevatl 
upon Equity to permit the rehearsals to proceed upon a promise that | 
capital would be invested later, with Equity ruling that out. The cast 
then disbanded. 


| practicing dentist, says a news item. 


One of the dramatic reviewers in New York inquired of a brother | 
scribe why he was way low in Variety’s box score. “You've got to tell 
‘em” was the answer. “Go to it. All shows aren’t good.” 

The inquiring critic thought it over and commenced to slam shows. 
He picked four successes in a row for pans. Then his managing editor, | 
surprised at the change in style, asked the reviewer what had come over 
him. Result of that conversation was the m. e. said he preferred the 
other way, and the critic then let up on four flops in a row, again re- 
maining way down in the score. Now he believes the box score has a 
grouch against him. 


| 


A mining town of 13,000 population, Coatesville, Pa., is making the | 
show business pay for its spiritual ministerings via the Y. M. C. A., 
which books the best of freak attractions at top prices to considerable 
profit. The Y. M. C. A. Auditorium adjoining has a capacity of 1,700, 
but lacks a stage, lights or other appurtenances, Such freak draws as 
the Siamese Twins, and Tom Skeyhille, Australian soldier-evangelist, 
as well as concert attractions like Mme. Schumann-Heink, are among 
the bookings by J. I. Hoffman, local Y. M. C. A. secretary. 

Hoffman foresees an early recall of some $250,000 outstanding deben- 
ture bonds from the theatrical profit alone, The agents and managers 
booking for the Coatesville stand, usually for three days, report no 
quibbling on asking prices, and an enthusiastic sell-out reception, re- 
gardliess of the mining conditions at the moment. Right now, despite 
wholesale labor layoffs, the miners look to the Y. M. C. A. Auditorium 
for their higher edification. 


In the chorus of Marilyn Miller's new Ziegfeld production “Rosalie” 
are four college boys, real, inducted into the line by Miss Miller herself. 

The story says the chorus was lined up for rehearsing when Marilyn 
gaily romped into the Ziegfeld theatres with her quartet of college 
trailers... She blithely informed the stage that those four boys were 
going to be chorus men and the dismayed producer could but yeser. 


Alphonse Ethier was brought from the coast to appear in “The 
Racket” at the Ambassador. It entailed a contract guaranteeing him 
four weeks. He was replaced by John Cromwell after the show tried 
out, settlement being accomplished without arbitration. When the show 
opened here it was in the box for about $22,000, that sum representing 
also losses on the road. 





Milton Watson, once one of the surest draws in the Chicago picture 
house field, is now in a submerged position in “The Desert Song,” there 

Watson is receiving no billing, though well known and popular in 
Chi. 


Two stage actors featured in a hit show were engaged for the coast 
company that opened in Los Angeles. 

Film producers out there looked the pair over and screen tests were 
made by studios of the breezy wise-cracker, which resulted in his ob- 
taining two picture engagements. The other actor was passed up for 
picture consideration at the time as his stage part was slow moving and 
not as outstanding in comedy as the other, 

After the show closed on the coast, the second actor made a screen 
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398 
By NELLIE REVELL 
rt s for t many Christmas cards, wires and packaces Only 
w I i the tir acknow lore hem to each indiv i r time 
f which so many kind friends earnestly prayed—-that I might be 
restored to health and be able to get back into harness is arrived 
but Iam so busy I can't write. 


This has perhaps been the happiest Christmas of my life. for it has 
been the first one I have been working in years. In the words of the 
late and always lamented Rennold Wolf, let me say 

“Forgive us our Christmases as we forgive those who Christmas 
against us.” 





To the members of the T. P. R.'s, the A. M. P. A.’s and the Wampas, 
on the Coast, I extend greetings and best wishes for the New Year. May 
1928 bring you columns of space in every edition. 


As the country correspondents report, a good time was had by all 
at Sophie Tucker's Christmas tree party at the Hotel Sherman. It was 
my pleasure to sit at a table with three good girl friends, Sophie, Trixie 
Friganza and Amy Leslie, who was accompanied by her erstwhile 
husband, Frank Buck. Carl McCullough as Santa Claus distributed 
the presents with display of characteristic Carl! McCullough humor. 


There was many a thrill experienced and hearty a handshake await- 
ing me in the newspaper offices of Chicago when I made the rounds. 
In the years since I have exploited an attraction in the Loop there have 
been many changes on the desks, but still there are a few familiar 
faces left. 

What a treat it was to greet Mollie Morris 
Mann Crolius, it is now—on the “Daily News.” If there ever Was a 
press agent's patron saint, she is it. Amy Leslie, growing younger and 
better looking by the minute, continues the widely quoted critic of the 
“News,” and at the “Tribune” I found Dick Little, once lean and lanky, 
but now fat and gray—and carrying his avoirdupois and age with 
becoming dignity. “R. H. L.” he now signs himself to his famous 
column of humor (“A Line o’ Type”) on the “Trib’s” editorial page, the 
initials standing for Richard Henry Little, which, you must admit, is a 
pretty good camouflage for Dick Little. 

Buildings, too, have changed in Chicago, as I learned. to my sorrow, 
when I went to State and Randolph looking for the old Masonic Temple 
building, only to find that it had moved around the corner to Randolph 
street and become an imposing granite structure on the site“of the old 
Colonial theatre, 

But some old friends are missing. Among these jis Wil! Reed Dunroy, 
newspaper genius and loyal ally, whose memory I shall always cherish. 


beg pardon, Margaret 





Some New Year resolutions: 

Never to use the word “gala” tn connection with “opening” in any- 
thing I write. “Gala opening!” Bah! How I detest that combination! 
Hiistory records the phrase was first carved in stone hieroglyphics by 
prehistoric man to celebrate the opening of a cave—and it has been 
employed in theatricals ever since. 

Never to “pass the buck.” This practice has beconte the great Ameri- 
can business pastime, and is best played by stage and screen executives, 


both big and little. “Passing the buck” is the easiest way out, but that 
doesn't square it. 





Life's Most Embarrassing Moment: After receiving for a week con- 
gratulations on daily ad copies, to pick up the Sunday papers and dig- 
cover you have omitted the name of the theatre’s managing director! 


Walking from the hotel to the theatre is like being on the corner of 42d 
and Broadway. The Loop is overflowing with New Yorkers 


One of the authors of the impending “Greenwich Village Follies” da a 
Wonder if he will be able to 
extract lauchs pair lessly 


Two chorus girls in the 
cussing a mutual friend. 


Hotel Sherman lobby were ovérheard dis- 
“Why, she’s so dumb,” exclaimed one, “she 


| thinks Red Cross seals are an animal act!” 


In gossip of vaudeville, the New York “Times,” in refé rring to Ruth 
Elder, described her as “the girl who brought the serum to Nome or 
walked to Providence, or something.” Now I ask you: Is that nice of 


the conservative old “Times? 


A cherished wire from a lady friend who is over 80 reads 
“Merry Christmas; I won $6 at poker last night.” 


test for a picture part and engaged immediately. His slow tempo neces- 
sary for his stage part just fits the needs in working before the camera, 
and he was signed for a long term after the picture was shown to the 
studio head, 


The exact consideration by which the Shuberts secured an interest in 
and booking control of three of the Chanins’ Broadway theatres ts not 
known. Much doubt seems to find vent of the Shuberts paving any large 


} amount of cash to the Chanins, or that the Chanins have received in 


exchange for their theatrical property interests, as disposed of recently, 
anywhere near the $3,800,000 mentioned in Variety. 

Friendly enemy arguments are reported not infrequent back stage at 
the Apollo, with George White, Ed Wynn and Lou Holtz the participants, 
However, there is little chance of the latter two withdrawing from White's 
“Manhattan Mary.” 

Wynn is said to have a most unusual contract. One provision re- 
quires White to bank $130,000 guaranteeing Wynn's salary at $5,000 per 
week, although it is understood the real figure is a “grand” less. If 
was also stipulated that White send out a press story to the effect that 
E4\'s salary is $7,000. A further provision of the bank deposit guarantees 
Wynn to be bille@ over the entire show. 

Holtz has been kidding White about the number of times the actor-man- 
ager’s name appears in electric lights outside the theatre. 





Gags about “The Ladder” continue to pile up, especially since the 
management started giving away free tickets. 


One of the latest concerns a cloak and suit galesman taking unknown- 
ing out of town buyers to the show. 

Arthur Hammerstein ordered the ads for ‘The Golden Dawn” out 
of the “Evening Telegram” following that publication's severe panning 
in a review of the show. 

Although not credited in the billing of “Coquette,” it is und tood Sa 
Lorin did considerable work on the ript and is drawing weekly royalty 
| from Jed Harris The reason for Lorin not getting credit is apparent}; 
| in deference to George Abbott, who worked on the play wit Ann Preston 
sridgera. 

Lorin is an unknown who is understood to have submitted plays f 
his own for some time without reaching production. 
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LEGITIMATE 


7 NEW YORK CONCERT AGENTS 
MERGE FOR FIELD'S EXPANSION 


Community Concerts an. Sending Artists Into 
New Territory—Towns of 10,000 and More—| 


Many Concert Artists Controlled by New Group 


———— + 

Believing that the concert field is 
capable of expansion, seven of the 
leading concert managements in 
New York have merged as the Com- 
munity Concerts Corp., to present 
concert entertainments in new ter- 
ritory of towns of 10,000 and more 
population. 

Wolfsohn Musical Bureau, Evans 
& Salter, Concert Management, Ar- 
thur Judson, Metropolitan Musical 
Bureau (F. C. Coppicus), Haensel & 
Jones, Danie] Mayer, Inc., and Lou- 
don Charlton are the founders of 
the new corporation which held its 
organization meeting at the Lotos 
Club in New York at which the 
following officers were elected: Cop- 
picus, chairman of the board; John 
T. Adams, president of the Wolfsohn 
Bureau, as president; Judson and 
Lawrence Evans, vice-presidents; 
Fitzhugh Haensel, treasurer; Charl- 
ton, secretary. 

Some of the artists controlled by 
the combined managements include 
Galli-Curci, Schipa, Hofmann, 
Homer, Challiapin, Martinelli, Jer- 
itza, Ponselle, Giannini, Levitzki, 
Crooks, Easton, Hutcheson, Tibbett, 
Braslau Spalding Mary Lewis, Ga- 
brilowitsch Flonzaley Quartet, Ma- 
rion Talley, Elman, Bauer, Casals, 
Bori, Werrenrath, Johnson, Zim- 
balist, Onegin, Stanley, John Charles 
Thomas, hesseashin Singers. 


~ LADIES’ NIGHT STARTS 
TREASURERS’ DISPUTE 


At the recent anntial meeting of 
the Treasurers Club of America, 
William Munster was elected as 
vice - president, succeeding Allen 
Schnebbe who occupied the post for 
eight years. In appreciation the 
club presented Schnebbe with a 
diamond ring. 

Harry Nelmes was re-elected 
president, the other officers being 
returned also, Sol De Vries as 
treasurer and James McEntee, sec- 
retary. 

The meeting developed into an 
argumentative session. One dispute 
arose over the question of repeat- 
ing a ladies night, a high light of 
the club's activities last season. 








Hall Off “Telegram” 


Scripps-Howard interests from their 
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PREMIERE GIVE-AWAYS 





With 11 Broadway openings 
Monday evening, premiere 
tickets were free for many. 

Several offices were called 
up. for the different first nights 
and asked if they wanted any 
or how many. 
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Garland, Successor 


Leonard Hall, 
York three 


to New 
by the 


brought 
weeks ago 


Washington paper to be critic of 
“The Telegram,” is succeeded by 
Robert Garland, columnist on the 
same papér. Garland was for a 
long time critic of the Baltimore 
“American” and “Post,” coming to 
New York to do a local column for 
the “Telegram.” 
Hall's entrance into the local field 
was about as sensational as they 
come—he immediately began rip- 
ping and tearing at the established 
institutions. 
To bring Hall to New York, the 
“Telegram” paid its former critic, 
Frank Vreeland, a month's salary 
and gave him three days’ notice. 
Vreeland had, before this, been as- 
sured that there was nothing in the 
rumor that Hall was coming in. The 
full-time Shubert advertising had 
been restored to the “Telegram” 
and the change was made, Vree- 
land, in the meantime, had turned 
down an offer from another paper 
that wanted him. 

Hall is said to have been miffed 
at the cold shoulder extended him 
locally. 


“Rang Tang” Trouble? 


Letters written by members of 
the Miller and Lyles company to 
New York friends and relatives, 
asking that money be sent them so 
they can return home from off the 
road with the troupe, indicate that 
“Rang Tang” is in a bad way finan- 
clally. 








The motion was voted down after 
the officers pointed out that the or- 
ganization had been put to heavy 


Some of the choristers claim that 
they have not received any salary 
since leaving Boston. Among col- 





expense during the past year and 
that a ladies night was not profit- 
able. 

The chair ruled another motion to 
be out of order and that resulted in 
a heated dispute. It seems the 
member was in order and the mat- 
ter was squared at a subsequent 
meeting of the board of governors, 
both sides apologizing. 





“Booster” Resumes Again 
Going Commonwealth 


“The Booster” readjusted its dif- 
ficulties 


Bayonne, N. J., with Penjan Pro- 
ductions, Inc., now figuring as pro- 
ducer but 
commonwealth arrangement as pre- 
viously obtained. ‘ 

Sam J, Collins was pressed into 
the gap made vacant by Sammy 
Wright's withdsawal last week, tak- 
ing up rehearsals Wednesday and 
reopening Monday. 


The remainder of the gambling 


cast includes Edwin Kaspar, Bee 
Morosco, Lizzie Wilson, Anna Foley 
and others. 
salaried engagements in attractions 
readying for the road to take a 
chance with “The Booster.” Under 
existing arrangement the cast is to 
be compensated with percentages of 
th gross ranging from one to three 


per cent. 


Leslie Morosco, casting agent, 
who got the troupe together for the 
former producers, is reported also 
as having interested the new money, 
but would not divulge identity of 
the angel. It is also reported that 
Morosco holds 26 per cent of the 
show for his trouble. 





Whiteside’s Revival on Tour 


Walker Whiteside is reviving 
“The Hindu” for another road tour. 


with its cast and opened 
this week at the Opera House, 


with the cast on the 


Many have foregone 


ored professionals the story runs 
that the stars have been unable to 
render their supporting players any 
immediate aid. 


Anna Held’s Next 


“Quicksands,” by Warren Law- 
rence, is next on production list for 
Anna Held, Jr. Lawrence recently 
succeeded Nat Phillips as general 
manager for Miss Held and has re- 
staged “Restless Women,” reopen- 
ing tomorrow (Thursday) night at 
New Haven and steering into New 
York the following week. 

“Quicksands"” was given a week's 
trial last spring with Seth Arnold 
then figuring as producer but with- 
drawn for revision. 








Sutphen in Jail 


Sioux City, Iowa Dec. 27. 

Cc. D. Sutphen, manager of the 
Playhouse theatre, which suspended 
its stock season after the second 
act of a new bill recently when the 
stock company players learned that 
Sutphen had disappeared with the 
night's receipts, was lodged in the 
county jail last week for 15 days, 
unable to pay a $50 fine imposed by 
the court for slipping a rubber 
check to one of the stage hands. 
Sutphen did not appear when his 
case was called but the next day his 
attorney surrendered him to the 
jailer. 


AUSTRALIA BUYS “ATR” 


Ben Boyar, vaude producer, has 
consummated an arrangement with 
Empire Theatres, Ltd., Australia, 
whereby he becomes American rep- 
resentative for that firm's legit pro- 
ducing organization 

Boyar has already disposed of the 
Australian rights to Gene Buck's 
musical “Take the Air.” Austra- 
lian production of the musical ts set 


| the title of “The Command to Love,” 


worst. At this fourth-rate theatre 
jit had a competent enough pro- 
duction with Johannes Riemann, 
Fern Andra, the former film star, 





GERMAN PLAYS 


Berlin, Dec. 8. 
KLEINES THEATER—"Die Re- 
publick befiehlt" by Rudolf Lothar 
and Fritz Gottwald. This piece, 
which is playing in New York under 





is surprisingly enough a flop here. 
The third farce by Lothar now play- 
ing in Berlin it is undoubtedly the 


Eugen Burge and Annie Mewes. 


KOMOEDIE—‘"This Was A Man” 
by Noel Coward. This author's “Hay 
Fever” had a tremendous success 
here last year which was chiefly 
due to the splendid production. His 
“Fallen Angels” had a far less en- 
thusiastic reception and the present 
comedy verges closely on being a 
flop. 
STAATSTHEATER—"The 
chant of Venice.” An interesting 
revival which is built around the 
Shylock of Fritz Kortner who does 
not try to make Shylock “noble.” 
Elisabeth Bergner does not have 
the success in the role of Portia. 
Jurgen Fehling has been much at- 
tacked for his direction but to my 
mind unjustly. He still remains 
Germany's best director of classic 
comedy. 

KUENSTLER THEATER—“Chi- 
cago” by Maurine Watkins. Sur- 
prising that this play was produced 
at all in Germany. Here they got 
the idea that the play was a bur- 
lesque and horsed it for all they 
were worth. Ralph Arthur Roberts 
as the attorney for the defense 
clowns mercilessly, as does Oskar 
Sabo as Jake the reporter. 
BERLINER THEATER —" The 
Ghost Train” by Arnold Ridley. 
This mediocre mystery melodrama 
did not flop here as totally as it 
did in New York (owing to the 
splendid performances of Kurt 
Bois, Rosa Valetti and Maria Fein). 
But the train effects, which are 
really the most important thing in 
the play, were incompetently done. 
The English detective drama, “The 
Ringer,” by Edgar Wallace, has 
beer a big success here last sum- 
mer in Berlin and this winter in 
all the other German cities and it 
is doubtful whether Germany is 
ready for another play of this type 
so soon. 

NEUSE THEATER—“Die Hotel- 
ratte” (“The Hotel Girl’), by Fried- 
mann-Frederich; music by Walter 
Bromme. A very slight little op- 
eretta about a divorced husband 
and wife who live together in the 
same hotel and who in the end come 
together again. Taken from ‘the 
farce “Lolotte,” it shows its age. 
Bromme has now gone over entirely 
to writing in the jazz idiom, a field 
in which the German composer can- 
not compete with the American. 
Gayly sung and acted by Paul 
Heidemann and Alice Hechy. 
KOENIGGRAETZER THEATER 
—“Gustav Il,” by Strindberg. If 
this play of Strindberg’s was per- 
formed for the purpose of giving 
Rudolf Forster a chance to play the 
title role the excuse was not suf- 
ficient, for he can get little out of 


the part. There are still some hun- 
dred plays of Stringberg’s which 
have never been produced. This 


production proves that nobody 
should disturb the dust which cov- 
ers them. 

“Der Dreimal Tote Peter” (“Three 
Times Dead Peter”), by Sling. Taken 
from actual criminal records is this 
story of a crook who lets himself 
be supposedly buried three times 


Mer- |. 
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Not a Song Plugger 





Eddie Cantor sat in his 
dressing room at the intermis- 
sion of the Saturday matinee 
in the New Amsterdam. Door 


man came up and said, “Mr. 
Smith wants to come up.” 
Eddie answered, “Quit your 
clowning—I'm out. Keep those 


song pluggers out.” 

One moment later Mr. Smith 
came up and in, anyway. It 
was Al Smith, Governor of 
New York. Nobody threw him 
out. 


2 Deaths in Families, 
Bat Actors Must Play 


Two well-know actors were be- 
reaved of close relatives during 
Christmas, though the performance 
of either was not interrupted, the 
custom of the stage. 

Tyrone Power, appearing in 
“Venus,” at the Masque, returned 
home Friday after a rehearsal and 
found his wife dead on the floor. 
She was said to be a non-profes- 
sional. “Venus” gave a’ dress re- 
hearsal Sunday and opened regular- 
ly Monday. 

The father of Otto Kruger died at 
his home in Toledo Saturday. 
Kruger is in “The Royal Family,” 
then playing Atlantic City. He de- 
parted for the funeral Sunday after- 
noon. The show is due to open at 
the Selwyn Wednesday evening. 


1 SHOW OUT 


Up to Tuesday but one definite 
closing in New York, “The Cen- 
turies,” Village production. 

At least three other attractions 
must find new berths or leave. 
Bookings are expected to become 
available through possible with- 
drawal of some of the new shows 
which arrived last week and this. 

Max Reinhardt’s German com- 
pany will vacate the Century and 
is expected to move downtown. 
“Trigger,” at the Little, and “The 
Banshee,” at Daly’s 63d Street, are 
in the same position. 


Jolson West—Show Off 


Al Jolson, recovered from a throat 
affection that interrupted the tour 
of “Big Boy,” has gone to Los An- 
geles to attend the opening there of 
Vitaphone’s “Jazz Singer,” in which 
he is starred. 

The tour of the show has been 
cancelled and the company dis- 
banded. It is unlikely Jolson will 
appear on the speaking stage this 
season. He was taken ill just after 
the show opened in Syracuse, and 
it played but three days. The usual 
two weeks’ salary was paid the 
players under Equity rules. 


DUFFY ON TOUR 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 
































in order to escape punishment. The 
first two times were moderately 
amusing, but the third funeral was 
not as comic as it should have been. 
Alfred Abel, In the lead, was his 
usual subtle self. 


DEUTSCHES THEATER—“Dor- 
othea Angermann,” by Gerhardt 
Hauptmann. A flop in the prov- 
inces, Reinhardt’s excellent produc+ 
tion has put this last Hauptmann 
play over in Berlin. Helene Thimig, 
in the title role, gives a really ex- 
traordinary performance which 
stamps her as one of the great Ger- 
man actresses of the day. And it 
is impossible to leave the play with- 
out mentioning the names of Oskar 
Homolka, Hans Wiemann and 
Friedrich Kayssler. As for the play 
itself, it is the sort of thing that 
Hauptmann wrote twenty years ago. 
Its motivation and philosophical 
tendencies do not interest us in the 
least. 

“Troilus and Cressida,” by 
Shakespeare. One of the bard's 
Plays which has rightly lain unpro- 
duced for years. Troilus and Cres- 
sida interest us tremendously in the 





Henry Duffy, accompanied by 
Mrs. Duffy (Dale Winter), left for 
a four weeks’ trip that will take 
them as far east as Boston and 
south to New Orleans. 

Duffy plans to visit all of the 
important dramatic stock com- 
panies between the two coasts, 


2D “YANKEE” FOR LOOP 
Lew Fields and Lyle Andrews are 
organizing another company of “The 
Connecticut Yankee” for Chicago. 
It is to open in the Loop in Feb- 
ruary. 








Helen Boice in “Deck” 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Helen Boice, formerly of Boice 
and Carewe, vaude, has been signed 
to replace May Boley in the lead 
role of “Hit the Deck,” now at the 
Lurie, San Francisco. 

The coast production comes to the 
local MaJestic Jan. 9. 








beginning of the play, but Shakes- 
peare suddenly lets them drop and 
concentrates on the Greek and Tro- 
jan heroes, as boresome a lot of 
boiled shirts as he ever collected 
into one drama. The production at 
the Deutsches Theater was mem- 
orable only for the splendid new 
translation by Hans Rothe. Of the 
cast only the Pandarus of Jacob 
Tledtke stood out. 

NOLLENDORF THEATER — 
“Hopla, Wir Leben” (“Hip, Hip, 
What a Life”), by Ernst Toller. 
This author got a lot of publicity 
by being falled as one of the leaders 
of the Bavarian Communistic re- 














for February. 


volt. Since being released he has 
written only this one play, which 


jis pretty thin stuff. It expresses 
his disgust at the world as it is to- 
|day—naughty, naughty jazz and 
horrid, nasty politics! But Pisca- 
tor’s production is very extraordi- 
nary. For the first time to my 


TICKET BROKERS MAY 
AGREE WITH TUTTLE 


Stipulation Favoring Gov't Re- 
ported—if Agreed to, Pro- 
ceedings Off 





A new arrangement whereby U.S. 
Attorney Charles Tuttle may clean 
up Broadway's theatre ticket sit. 
uation without further litigation 
may be agreed on shortly. This 
proposed agreement was outlined 
after conferences between the fed- 
eral prosecutor, former Congressman 
Nathan D. Perlman, and Leonard 
Obermetrer, representing the ticket 
brokers. 
It is understood that if the ticket 
men concede the validity of that 
section of the revenue act that pro- 
vides for payment to the govern- 
ment of one-half of all excess pre- 
miums, Tuttle will withdraw the 
stipulation binding 20 odd leading 
ticket agencies not to sell at over 
50 gentg above the box office price. 
This stipulation extends until the 
final disposition of the Alexander 
case, recently appealed. At a meet- 
ing of the brokers concerned coun- 
sel outlin the proposition which 
allows the agencies to proceed sell- 
ing tickets at more than 50 cents 
premium, provided they keep the 
proper books, make the proper re- 
turns and pay the proper tax. 
Two-thirds in Favor 
Should the brokers accept it would 
mean the Alexander case will not 
be sent to the U. S. Supreme Court. 
The present stipulation would be 
substituted for the new. Tuttle be- 
lieves such a procedute would do 
away with excessive over-charging, 
with the brokers still having their 
rights under the law, though with 
some restraint. 
About two-thirds of the brokers 
accepted the proposal favorably, the 
balance standing out for a final de- 
cision of the Alexander case by the 
highest tribunal. Since the three 
judges in the Circuit Court were in 
accord in affirming the conviction, 
there is still some doubt whether a 
writ carrying it to the highest court 
will be issued. 
Details covering the money de- 
posited by the brokers to guarantee 
payment of expected fines after 
they pleaded guilty are stili to be 
worked out. That also goes for the 
assessments placed against the 
brokers. If payment in full is de- 
manded without adjustment and 
charging off, it is believed most of 
the agencies would be forced into 
bankruptcy. 


Mrs. Macloon “Switch” 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Mrs. Louis O. Macloon, who, un- 
der her maiden name, Lillian Al- 
bertson, will produce two plays 
here, announced in Sunday’s papers 
that tickets for her shows could 
only be obtained from her author- 
ized box offices, as she was not go- 
ing to have them handled by service 
egencies. clubs or hotels which 
charged a fee. 

Yesterday she did an about face 
by advertising that seats could be 
had at Gittleson Brothers’ agency 
and others. The change of heart is 
despite that Mrs. Macloon knows 
these agencies charge 50 cents or 
more premium. 

Several years ago Louis Macioon 
started a war on the agencies here 
which resulted in business being 
none too good. This led to his re- 
turn to the agencies handling his 
studs. 








DeMILT CUTTING 

A % per cent cut on principals 
and $5 cut on chorus has gone in 
on Joseph DeMilt's road “Kid 
Boots” because of heavy overhead 
and bad business. 

The show was figured to haul in 
but DeMilt ts trying to keep it out 
if possible with the above reduc- 
tion. 

DeMilt, primarily successful with 
road musicals, has found this the 
worst road season ever. 


CHI TREASURERS ELECT 
Chicago, Dec. 27. 








knowledge film is successfully com- 
bined with stage. The director 
throws moving pictures on a scrim 
in front of the actors and on white 
screens back of them. 

“Rasputin,” by A. Tolstol and T. 
Schtschegolew. This is the crude 
melodrama which played all last 
year with such success in Moscow. 
It is the worst sort of ten-twenty- 
thirt, but the director, Piscator, has 
toned it down and made it good 


The box office boys, known as thé 
Treasurers’ Club, held their annual 
meeting last week and elected the 


following officers for 1928: L. C 
Wilcox, president; John Laurie, 
vice-president; Thomas Maloney: 


recording secretary; Louls Winkel- 
man, financial secretary; Al Eck- 
hardt, treasurer. 

The club will 


hold its annual 


dance in the main ballroom of 








theatre stuff, 





Stevens hotel, Feb, 12. 
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THOMASHEFSKY SEES DECLINE 
OF YIDDISH THEATRE HERE 





Veteran Star at 61 Takes to Vaudeville—“Broadway 
Idea” Fastens Itself Upon Younger Jewish Gen- 


eration, Says Bores—Arty N. G. When Subbing | 





Bores Thomashefsky, 61, Yid- 
@ish legit star, is in vaudeville as 
a result of the decline of the Yid- 
dish theatre. The veteran thespian 
sees the handwriting on the wall 
for Yiddish legit when he, the dean 

of the Yiddish stage, has been 
érawing mildly. 

The’ theory is’ that the new gen- 
eration is educating the old folks to 
the Broadway habit, with the con- 
stant decline of Yiddish theatre 
patronage. The art-y manifesta- 
tions‘in the Yiddish playhousé in- 
troduced as substitutes have been 
but temporary fads, decording to 
the veteran ‘Actor.’ ’ 

Three Thomasfshefskys are in 
Bores Thomashefsky’s vaudeville 
act which ‘Sidney Phillips, of <A? 
Lewis, Inc.,‘is handling in vaude. 
The 61-year old legit star makes 
his Englisti vaude ‘début in’ a 
sketch, “Mark’s Millions,” written 
by Carroll Carroll, and ‘adapted 
from the Yiddish musical success, 
“Uptown and Downtcwn.” 

The other Thomashefskys are’ 
Harry and Fannie, son and sister- 
in- law. 





Harry Thomashefsky, operating a 
Yiddish stock at the Metropolitan 
Opera House, Philadelphia, which 
closed its season Dec. 3 pending 
moving into the Casino, Philly, de- 
nies that he had anything to do 
with the Thomashefsky company 
that played the New Century, .Wil- 
mington, Del., last week and had 
to pass the hat and ring up the 
eurtain. 

Thomashefsky states it is possi- 
ble that some of his Philly acting 
company might have used his name 
for purposes of prestige, a practice 
not uncommon in the Yiddish show 
business, but that he had no direct 
or indirect affiliation with the 
troupers, 

He closed the company. Dec. 3 and 
is waiting for the. Casino, Philly 
burlesque house, to change its 
policy, which arrangement is. being 
considered. 


Nelmes, Fields’ Gen. Mgr. 


Harry Nelmes is general manager 
for Lew Fields, in charge of the 
Mansfield, New York, which Fields 
has under lease, Joe Weber opened 
“Caste” in the house Friday, under 
an arrangement with Fields. 

Upon taking possession of the 
Stage, following the run of the 
Weber piece, Mr. Fields will present 
a musical ‘of his' own production, 
with Nelmes acting in the same ¢a- 
pacity for that show. 

For some years Nelmes has been 
With Dick Herndon, handling the 
important’ business portions of the 
Herndon theatres and enterprises. 








Lee’s Slip on Hodge 


Lee Shubert several weeks ago 
decided not to have any part of 
the new William Hodge show, now 
Playing in Philadelphia; It is a re- 
vamp.of “The Man From Home,” 
Played by Hodge some years ago. 

Shubert has heretofore, in recent 
years, presented Hodge. 

Now the Hodge show looks like 
another money-getter and Hodge 
has it all himself. 





Gideon’s ‘“Co-Optimists” 

A replica of London’s “Co-Opti- 
mists” troupe is being readied here 
by Melville Gideon for the Century 
Roof. Rehearsals start today 
(Wednesday). 

The understanding is that Lee 
Shubert is financing the venture, 


tr 1 





What little it will need, with the 
cast to work on a co-operative 
basis, 

Among the principals will be 


Bobby W colsey | and George Hassel. 


“Racket” Cut Waived 


: Marion - Coakley, reported as} 
Caving “The Racket” after refusing 





to take 
der McKaig, the show’s 


remains in the company, 
No cut, either. 


producer, | 


} here, 
| west’s best know 


a cut proferred by Alexan- | ag 





Mother Is the Answer 


Genevieve Tobin, a success 
in Chicago in “Murray Hill’ 
despite the defection of Leslie 
Howard, author-star of this 
shortlived New York offering, 
has been offered the London 
lead in “Mary Dugan.” Miss 
Tobin's -Chicago notices were 








ecstatic. But she will prob- 
ably take the trip and the 
chance, 

Answer: her mother. has 
never been to London, 
{ + 





Divorce Smirch Brings 
Catcalls for Kupfer 


Milwaukee, Wis., Dec, 27. 
Police’ reserves were called out 
twice last week to restore order at 
the usually passive Pabst theatre 
where the German stock company 





‘holds sway. 


The outburst occurred on the first 
appearance this season of Kurt 
Kupfer, last year a favorite at the 
theatre. During the summer months 
Kupfer’s name was prominently 
mentioned in the newspapers as the 
corespondent in the Marggraff di- 
vorce case, in which Fred Marggraff, 
wealthy Milwaukeean, charged his 
wife with consorting with Kupfer. 

The noise of the trial having 
blown over some weeks back, the 
German company brought in Kupfer 
to star. No sooner had the actor 
strode on the stage when calls 
echoed from the dress circle, bal- 
cony and gallery to “throw him out.” 
Ushers restored order after the play 
had been held up for some time. 

The following night the manage- 
ment took precautions and police 
were called in. The cops stood at 
rear of the house, but when the cur- 
tain went up the shouts again were 
repeated. . This time cops and ushers 
both, rushed down the aisles but 
could find no one who did the cat- 
calling. After the cops. withdrew 
the play went on and the outbreak 
was quieted. 

Kupfer has not been cast in any 
of the productions at the Pabst this 
week, 





Molnar at $100,000 
For Picture Stories 


Negotiations are on between 
Franz Molnar, Hungarian play- 
wright, and Paramount, for the 


former to contract to write original 
stories for the ‘screen. 

Dr. Alexander Martin, foreign 
play agent of Budapest, is in New 
York representing Molnar. He is 
asking $100,000 a year for the au- 
thor’s services. 

Molnar leaves for Los Angeles 
shortly where, it is understood, he 
is expected to sign up on a modi- 
fied salary basis. 





Atty’s Legit Show 


“Molly Magdalene,” by Crane 
Wilbur, has been secured for pro- 
duction by Arthur Edison. It is 
now casting and goes into rehearsal 
in two weeks. 

Mr. Edison is a New York attor- 
ney and this is his first flier as a 
legit producer. 





KATE CORNELL ON COAST 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Katherine Cornell is here with 
“The Letter,” which she is now 
road-showing in the east. 
Miss Cornell may appear as a 
guest star with the Henry Duffy 
Players at the El Capitan. 


CRITIC JOINS DUFFY 
Minneapolis, Dec. 27. 
After nearly 15 years of service 
as dramatic editor of the “Journal” 
Carlton Miles, one of the 
is quitting 
Henry 


critics, 
work to join the 
Coast in 


newspaper 
Duffy forces on the 
eria] capacity. 
Merle Potter, real estate editor, 
succeeds Miles on the “Journal's” 


dramatic desk. 


a mane | 


$60 Nightly Grosses for 
“Playing the Game” 


One of the most pe« jliar < 6 
igs for Broadway was the one 
week engagement of “Playing 


| Game” at the Ritz. Taken off 
Saturday, it accepted the date, al- 
| though informed another «¢ 
would open at the house M 
twhen “Excess Baggage” 
The “Game” takings we 
have overaged only $60 
| the evenings leading up 
mas, 
| Bruce Reynolds, 
wrote and managed Iaying the 
Game.” No producer was billed, but 
the show was put on with angel 
money reported to have been sup- 
plied by a gelatine manufacturer. 
In the two weeks the show played 
out of town the losses are estimated 
at $15,000, 


a ‘night for 


newspaperman, 





Zelda Sears on Stage 
In Her “Undertow” Play 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Sears, authoress, play- 
wright, scenarist, an. picture di- 
rector, is going to return to the 
stage, after a number of years. Her 
return will be this 
“Undertow,” written by, herself and 
Garnet Watson, of the Paramount 
publicity department, is produced 
at the Egan. 

This play is based on the life of 
Amie Semple ‘McPherson and deals 
with the influence of Mother Ken- 
nedy in the life of the evangelist. 

Staged by Henry Kolker. Also 
in cast, Elise Bartlett, Theodore von 
Eltz and Montague Shaw, 


Zelda 





Molnar’s “Mima” for 
Lenore Ulric Next Year 


been set as Lenore Ulric’s next 
play, under the direction of David 
Belasco, with production next sea- 
son, 

“Mima”. was produced abroad as 
“The Red Mill,” rechristened for 
American production because of the 
latter title having previously been 
used here for a musical. 

Miss Ulric will play out the cur- 
rent season in “Lulu Belle” on tour 
under the Belasco management. 


CAST CHANGES 


Mabel Withee has replaced 
Frances White on the road with 
“Bye, Bye, Bonnie.” 

Margot Kelly replacing Peggy 
Allenby and Frank Elliott succeed- 
ing Alfred Cross in “We Never 
Learn.” 

John Gallaudet succeeds Robert 
Keith in lead of “Jimmie’s Women” 
at the Frolic, New York, tomorrow 
(Thursday) night. 


No Mats But F ull Pay 
For Marathon ‘Interlude’ 


“The Strange Interlude,” one of 
two Eugene O'Neill plays the The- 
atre Guild is preparing, will be 
given for six performances weekly 
because of the extreme length of the 
play. It opens at the John Golden 
Jan. 23, 

Nightly performances will start at 
five in the afternoon, with a supper 
interlude about 7:30. About $ six 
hours are required for “Interlude.” 

“The idea of giving the play in two 
sections, completing it in two nights 
as with “Back to Methusalah” was 
discarded. Although no matinees 
the players will receive full salary. 

The other O’Neill work, “Marco's 
Millions,” is carded for the Guild 
Jan. 16, alternating with “The Doc- 
tor’s Dilemma.” 


Stock at Kedzie 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 
F. Dudley Gazzolo, guided by 
Frank A. P. Gazzolo, will open the 
Kedzie theatre, Feb. 5, with a stock 
company known as the Dudley 
Players. 
At present its policy is vande. 














Preceding the players by two 
| weeks, Gazzolo has secured the 
road company of “Abie’s_ Irish 
| Rose.” 
| $1,250 COSTUME VERDICT 

Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

Superior Judge McComb awarded 
the Western Costume Co., a $1,250) 
| judgment against the Patsy Produc- 
| tions Co., and A. L. Bernstein for 
| three promissory notes signed by 
| Be rnstein as security on $19,000 ir 
| costume s, | 

The Patsy company put in a | 
} ccunter- cla im, for $8,623 damages 
|claiming del on production of a 


show. L B. 
lot Patsy Productions, 


> Said to | 


to Christ- | 


week when | 


“Mima,” by Florenc Molner, hasf 


LEGITIMATE 
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Sothern Drew $294 
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about giving the ficures to 
terviewers in or or two « I 
cities he visited before the 
show cl 1 in Boston. 

Nor did he conceal the fact 
that the same night the movie 
theatres in Rochester were 

ee 








Report Opera’s Gross Off: 


Reports that tickets for the opera 


been current for The 
list is the Metropoli- 
tan's bulwark and for regular 


formances keeps attendance 


some time 


subscription 
per- 
up to 
apparently normal proportions. 
Criticism of the Met's stars and 
attractions, also the number of ex- 
tra afternoon performances, is be 


irig made, A recent matinee of 
“Aida” saw attendance  pitiable. 
That may have been partly the 


fault of those 
show, a benefit. 

It is stated that the real draws 
at the Met this season are Jeritza, 
Ponselle sisters and Gigli. The 
others, despite former reputations, 
appear to mean little at the box- 
office. 

Radio’s operatic broadcasting is 
held at blame more or less. 

Specs around the Met are re- 
ported having been stuck with 
overboard allotments and compelled 
to sell top price admissions for as 
low as $1. Holding out for a price 
is one reason, since in the regular 
agencies little er no complaint is 
made as to business in Met tickets. 
One of the larger agencies claims 
the best November business for the 
opera on record, 


who conducted the 





Continent Now Depends 
On Amer. Plays for Supply | 


Georges Vv. Banyi, Parisian 
broker, now in New York, has ac- 
quired the rights for “The Road to 
Rome” and “Coquette” 
Europe. F. Revesz is to 
the plays in Budapest, Hungary. 

Banyi reports a complete chang: 
in the theatrical demands of the 
European public. Where formerly 
America depended on European 
plays now Europe looks to America 
for its stage diet. 

In the last two seasons the out- 


continental 
successes. 


versions of American 





Shakespearean Pageant 

A Shakespearean Pageant will be 
held at the Metropolitan, New York, 
Sunday afternoon, Jan, 29, in 
furtherance of a fund of $1,000,000 
the American Shakespéare Memo- 
rial Fund, toward the restoration 
of the Memorial Theatre at Strat- 
ford-on-Avon. 

An executive committee of the 
native foundation holds many 
prominent citizens of both sexes. It 
has an active committee for the 
pageant headed by Winthrop Ames. 
Katherine Emmet is its secretary. 
Mrs. Eleanor Robson-Belmont is 
@ member of the active pageant 
committee. 


$600 ON THE EAST SIDE 


Ludwig Satz, Yiddish 
comedy star, is appearing 
matic production entitled, “Children 
Never Forget,” at the Public. 

It is reported the producers are 
squabbling with Satz over salary 
matters, the former claiming busi- 


musical 
in a dra- 














“Ko rnvjlum is president | 


ness does not warrant a salary 


|of approximately $600 a week on 


the Hast Side. 


HARRIS GETS “MARRIED” 


William Harris, gr., has taken 
over “Among the Married,” by Vin- 
cent Lawrence, from Sam H. Har- 


ris. He is 
try. 





Nita Martan’s Film Role 
Dec. 27. 
coast produc 
will appear } 
t Nationa] pro 


Los Angeles, 
Nita Martan, in the 
tion of “Sunny,” 
Lady Be Good,” Fir 
duction. 
Production starts Jan. 28 Rich 
jpard Wallace 


directing. 


Specs Selling for $1 


are not commanding big prices have | 





for Central 
produce | 


standing hits abroad have been the 


recasting it for another 
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A SHUBERT TURN-DOWN: 
CENTURY’S NEAR PANIC 


Ticket Taker Didn't Like the 
Shubert Domineering Tone— 
Party Finally Got in, Then... 


| - - 


A Shubert with a par t turned 
down at the Century 7 sday eve- 
ning last week. It occurred when @ 

| ticket taker, who didn't seem to 
know a Shubert by sight or descripe 


tion and doesn't 
he hears 


believe everything 
decided the Shubert dome 
|ineering tone was unet ul for tick- 
et takers. 

The Shubert had 
the front door of the 
itury theatre 

Players 


brushed up to 
Shubert Cene 
where the Reinhardt 
are struggling to keep peace 
between two nations, and told the 
man at the door who he was. All he 
j} heard in reply stioning 
Ten.” 

That 
taker! 
| With a party! 


was a que 


to a Shubert from a ticket 


S. Jay's 25 Per Cent. 

But the noise did not break up 
| the performance and the Shubert, 
| ot al., bunch finally got in. 

Then they found the Shubert box 
was occupied by strangers. That 
| bec: iuse S. Jay Kaufman with his 
| 26 per cent. concrete interest had 
| sent the strangers into the Shubert 
box, S. J. K. had not been advised 
there would be a Shubert around 


that evening. 
Again a move and the Shubert 
party stood in an aisle. Whereupon 


Jay from his 25 per cent. post In 
the rear, sent an usher down to 
“tell that crowd to get tickets or 
blow.” 

When the blowing started, Ms, 
Kaufman found out all about it. 

By that time some one in the 
front of the house had located a few 
loafing coupons, . with Shubert 
party, etc., now seated. 

Play for the evening was “Dane 
ton’s Death.” 

tilbert Miller has Century under 
rental, ’ 

No moral. 


Mrs. Von Bodenhausen, 
54 Years in Stock, Killed 


St. Louis, Dec. 27. 

Mrs. Laura von Bodenhausen, for 
54 years a leading actress in Gere 
man theatre steck companies in the 
leading cities of America, was killed 
last week by an automobile as 
she was returning home from a re- 
hearsal at Jeffla Hall. 

G. A. Hoehn, editor of. St. Louls 
“Labor,” who delivered the princl- 
pal address at Mrs. von Bodene 
|hausen’s funeral, dwelt upon the 
mission of stage folk in promoting 
education of the masses in the day 
before the film and radio assumed 
so much of that gigantic burden. 

Other addresses brought out the 
fact that Mrs. von Bodenhausén and 








here 


Ler late father had been devoted 
defenders of and workers foi the 
German theatres of America for 


more than a quarter of a century, 


No ‘Salary Claims Z 
On “Follies” Lay-Off 


There were no performances of 
the “Follies” at the New Amstere- 
dam the last half of last week, the 
| house going. temporarily dark when 
| Eddie Cantor was taken ill. He re- 
covered and the show resumed 
Monday night. It leaves for the 
road after next week. 

No salary claims were due the 
“Follies” company which received 
four-eighths of a week for the per- 
formances played. Ordinarily when 
|a star becomes ill, those players re- 
ceiving less than $100 weekly re- 
ceive $5 per day for the first week 
and half salary thereafter. As it 
was the week before Christmas, 
iwhich time shows may lay off, no 
payment was due for the missed 
performances. 


Mary Boland Ill; 
‘Women’ Off for Week 


“Women Go On 
| forced to cancel this 








Forever’ was 
ek at the 





Broad, Newark, when Mary Boland, 
star, was taken ill Monday evening, 
Miss Boland’s no was operated 
on last week. She played the 
Christmas matinee, but just before 
ithe night performance a hemore 
ly ge came on. It.was necessary te 
ss the audience and refund. 
A doctor was unable to stop the 
iing, and Miss Boland’s person- 
al physician ordered her to rest 
jfor the balance of the week. 
ay 
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Set GRE oo 5 ert ee as 


“Escape,” Booth (10th week) (C- 
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SHOWS IN N. Y. AND COMMENT 


(Business last 
normal average grosses estimated.) 


week siumped because of approach to 


Christmas; 


‘A Connecticut Yankee,” Vander- 
bilt (9th week) (M-882; 5.50) 
Biggest grosses of season antici- 


pated this week—Christmas to 
New Year’s; “Yankee,” musical 
hit, getting over $22,000, record 


money fag this house at highest 
scale yet attempted here. 

And So to Bed,” Bijou (9th week) 
(C-605: $3.30). Moved here from 
Harris Monday; between $8,000 
and $9,000 weekly; smaller ca- 
pacity here. 

tists and Models,” Winter Gar- 


den (7th week) (R-1,492; $5.50). 
High around $40,000, not ca- 
pacity; average around $35,000, 
though less last week. 

Behold This Bridegroom,” Cort 
(ist week) (D-1,043; $3.30). Pre- 


sented by Rosalie Stewart; writ- 
ten by George Kelly; Judith An- 
derson starred; one of 11 pre- 
mieres Monday. 


‘Bless You Sister,” Forrest (1st 
week) (D-1,015; $3.30). Pre- 
sented by Riskin Brothers; writ- 
ten by John Meehan and R. R. 
Riskin; opened Monday. 

‘Broadway,” Broadhurst (67th 
week) (CD-1,148; $3.85). Mov- 
ing to Century after another two 
weeks: averaged around $12,000 
during fall but down under $9,000 
lately. 

Burlesque,” Plymouth (18th week) 
(CD-1,041; $4.40). Topped non- 
musical list for many weeks with 
grosses above $24,000 weekly; 
off somewhat lately but still big 
money. 

Caste,” Mansfield (24 week) (C- 
1,117; $3.30). Opened Dec. 23. 
Praised for brilliant dialog; fig- 
ures to have a chance, but opin- 
ion divided. 

‘Celebrity,” Lyceum (ist week) (C- 
957; $3.30). Presented by new 
managerial team, Shumlin & 
Streger; written by newspaper 
man, Willard Keefe; opened Mon- 


ay. 

“Coquette,” Maxine Elliott (8th 
week) (D-942; $3.85). One of 
autumn’s outstanding dramatic 
successes; capacity from start 
with weekly grosses over $18,000. 
“Dracula,” Fulton (13th week) (D- 
913; $3.30). Something of novel- 
ty; melodrama adapted from 
former thrill book commanded 
profitable business right along; 
average over $12,000. 


708; $3.30). Another hit; not 
exactly among leaders but doing 
real business with normal trade 
over $15,000; recently $12,000, 
very good here, 

‘Excess Baggage,” Ritz (ist week) 
(C-$45; $3.30). Presented by 
Barbour, Crimmins & Bryant, 
who also opened “It Is to Laugh” 
same night—Monday; “Baggage” 
authored by Jack McGowan. 

“Fallen Angelis,” 49th St. (5th week) 


CD-708; $3.30). Two-star piece 
that hasn't been doing much 
trade; estimated under $5,000; 


likely to be succeeded soon. 

“Five O'Clock Girl,” 44th St. (12th 
week) (M-1,490; $5.50). One of 
leading musicals; started around 
$40,000 and bettered that mark; 
lately off somewhat but excellent 
grosses. 

“Follies,” New Amsterdam (20th 
week) (R-1,702: $6.60). Leaving 
after another week; expected to 
stick through winter; drew $43,- 
000 and over for time and got 
important money until ‘lately 
when pace around $30,000. 

“Four Walls,” John Golden (15th 
week) (CD-900; $3.85). Looks 
like another three weeks and then 
road; average $8,000 to $9,000; 
highly regarded as drama. 

“Funny Face,” Alvin (6th week) 
(M-1.400; $5.50). Figures to be 
fixture for balance of season; new 


house and rnew musical; nor- 
mally around $37,000. 
“Good News,” Chanifi’s 46th St. 


(17th week) (M-1,413-$5.50). Per- 
haps most substantial musical 
success of fall season; several 
new productions may get top call, 


but to date this one is it; over 
$39,000. 
“Happy,” Earl Carroll (4th week) 


(M-997-$3.85). Came in at wrong 
time: lightweight musical: start- 
ed around $11,000, with takings 
under that mark in pre-holiday 
going. 

“Hit the Deck,” Belasco 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50.) Holdover 
musical smash; holding its own 
against newer crop, with average 
trade over $25,000; recently less, 
but figured to last through winter. 

“Interference,” Empire (11th week) 
(C-1,099-$4.40). Snglish drama 
commands smart draw; because 
draw limited to lower floor, may 
not have long run: profitable, 
however; started around $15,000; 
lately $13,000 or less. 

“It is to Laugh,” Eltinge (ist week) 
(C-892-$3.30). Presented by Bar- 
bour, Crimmins and_ Bryant; 
written by Fannie Hurst; Edna 
Hibbard in lead; opened Monday. 

“Jimmie’s Women,” Frolic (14th 
week) (C-602-$3.30). Playing roof 
theatre under rental arrangement, 
between $4,000 and $5,000. 

“Los Angeles,” Hudson (2d week) 
(C-1,094-$3.30). Opened five days 


(36th 


~ 


before Christmas and business 
naturally had no chance to devel- 
op; better line on chances after 
this week. 

“Lovely Lady,” Sam H. Harris (list 
week) (M-1,051-$4.40). Presented 
by Lee Shubert; same show called 


“Ain't Love Grand?” with Edna 
Leedom, opens Thursday (Dec. 
29). 

“Manhattan Mary,” Apollo (14th 
week) (M-1,168-5.50)). After 


ragged opening out of town came 
in and clicked; among leaders; 
average $40,000 and more; lately 
$35,000. 

“Mikado,” Royale (16th week) (C- 
1,117-$3.30). Leaves for road 
after another week, presenting 
Gilbert and Sullivan repertory; 
big business for time, going as 
high as $19,000; lately down 
around $11,000. 

“My Maryland,” Jolson's 
week) (O-1,777-$5.50). Started 
fairly well, but never up to ex- 
pectations of out-of-town show- 
ing; with agency buy grosses 
around $25,000; with buy off, busi- 
ness not as good. 

“Nightstick” (Cohan, Jan. 2). Sent 
out of town (Buffalo) after play- 
ing seven weeks at the Selwyn; 
will return Monday at Cohan; 
booking congestion this week ex- 
planation. 


(16th 


“Paradise,” 48th St. (ist week) (D- 


969-$3.30). Presented by Robert 
Milton; writtep by William Hurl- 
but; opened Monday, with Broad- 
day overloaded with premieres. 


“Paris Bound,” Music Box (ist 
week) (C-1,000-$3.30). Presented 
by Arthur Hopkins; written by 


Philip Barry; Madge Kennedy 
starred; opened Tuesday. 
“Porgy,” Republic (12th week) (C- 
801-$5.50). Theatre Guild attrac- 
tion having moved here after six 
weeks’ subscription period; excel- 
lent business; average $16,000; 
lately around $14,000. 


“Playing the Game.” Taken off 

Saturday; booked formsingle week 

at Ritz; played two weeks near by 

before accepting peculiar booking. 

“Restless Women,” Morosco (ist 

‘ week) (CD-893-$3.30). Presented 

by Anna Held, Jr., her maiden 

effort as manager; written by 

Sidney Stone; opened Monday. 

“Revels,” Shubert (5th week) (R- 
1,395-$4.40). Well regarded revue; 

light trade to date, however; 

quoted around $16,006 last week, 
when scale revised downward. 

“Rio Rita,” Lyric (48th week) (M- 

1,406; $5.50). Moved here from 

Ziegfeld Monday and will remain 

until late February when “Three 

Musketters” is due; among 

leaders during fail but lately 

around $32,000. 

“Road to Rome,” Playhouse (48th 
week) (CD-1,530; $3.30). An- 
other week or so and then to 
tour; excellent run and held over 
through summer to real business; 
$17,000 for many weeks; lately 
around $11,000. 

“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (ist week) 
(M-1,750; $5.50). Ziegfeld’s new- 
est musical which gives him three 
major. attractions on current list; 
originally slated for Lyric; 
opened Tuesday. 

“Sidewalks of New York,” Knicker- 
bocker (13th week) (M-1,412; 
$3.85). Earlier musical success; 
getting mixed comment from re- 
viewers; so many shows have 
been opened in past week, some 
liable to be lost in shuffle. 

“Sisters,” Klaw (2nd week) (C- 
831; $3.30). Opened Saturday, 
getting fair break from review- 
ers; 80 many shows have been 
opened in past week, some liable 
to be lost in shuffle. 

“Spring Song,” Bayes (2nd week) 
(C-860; $3.30). Short cast piece 
got started middle of last week; 
better line on chances after this 
week. 

“Take the Air,” Waldorf (6th week) 
(M-1,111; $4.40). Figures in 
money for run; not capacity but 
profitable trade at average over 
$21,000. 

“The Baby Cyclone,” Henry Miller 
(16th week) (F-946; $3.30). Ex- 
pected to leave shortly; laugh 
show averaged between $10,000 
and $11,000 until recently when it 
dropped like most others. 

“The Banshee,” Daly’s 63d St. (4th 
week) (D-1,173; $3.30). Thriller 
that has attracted little attention 
to date; rated around $3,000; 
“Red Dust” succeeding Monday; 
“Banshee” may get another house. 

“The Command to Love,” Longacre 
(15th week) (D-1,019; $4.40) 
Stood out among best of sea- 


son's earlier entrants, with pace 
then around $20,000; slipped un- 
der $15,000 lately, but should 


come back. 

“The Desert Song,” Imperial (57th 
week) (O-1,446; $4.40). One 
more week; holdover’ success 
after removal from Casino to 
Century and then here, slipped 





down but still made money at 
$15,000; less last week; “The New 
Moon” Jan. 9. 

“The Doctor’s Dilemma,” Guild (6th 
weck) (C-914; $3.30). Soon to 
alternate with ‘“Marco’s Mil- 
lions’; Shaw comedy drawing ca- 
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MISSED OWN PREMIERE 





Willard Keefe attended the 
premiere of “Bless You, Sis- 


ter!” at the Forrest while his 
own first play, “Celebrity,” 
premiered at the Lyceum. 


“For no good reason,” was his 
explanation. 

Susan Sheldon of “Shannons 
of Broadway” was under- 
studied by Daphne Wilson the 
same night, while Miss Shel- 
don, in private life Mrs. Paul 
Streger, saw the premiere of 
“Celebrity” which Shumlin & 
Streger produced. 


. J 


with average $16,000 and 











pacity, 
more. 
“The Golden Dawn,” Hammerstein's 
(5th week) (M-1,265; $6.60). 
Marked difference of opinion 
about production so highly rated 
at tryout; considerably under ca- 
pacity to date; over $30,000 
claimed, however. 
“The Ladderf’ Beimont (634 week) 
(D-517; $3.30). Scale means 
nothing because wealthy backer 
still giving away all tickets; 
nothing in history of show busi- 
ness can tie this. 
“The Love Cali,” Majestic (10th 
week) (0O-1,700; $3.85). Soon 
leaving; moderate money musical 
from start; averaged $17,000 to 
$18,000 with holiday weeks bet- 
ter; “The Patriot’ probably in 
two weeks. 


“The Love Nest,” Comedy (2d 
week) (C-760; $3.30). Opened 
late last week, getting fair break 
from critics; indicated chances 
not definite, 


“The Marquise,” Biltmore (7th week) 
(CD-951; , $3.30). Fine produc- 
tion of costume play doing med- 
erate trade; started around $14,- 
600; last week about $10,000; in- 
definite. 


“The Merry Malones,” Erlanger 
(14th week) (M-1,500; $4.40). 
Among most popular of hit mu- 
sicals; averaged over $30,000 
until pre-holiday period began. 

“The 19th Hole,” Cohan (12th week) 
(C-1,111-$3.30). Around $8,000 
lately; will move to Little next 
Monday, “Nightstick” coming here 
after playing one week out of 
town {was at Selwyn). 

“The Racket,” Ambassador (6th 
week) (D-1,200-$3.30). Good crook 
play but business not up to ex- 
pectations; rated between $11,000 
and $12,000 weekly. 

“The Royal Family,” Selwyn (ist 
week) (CD-1,067-$3.30). Presented 
by Jed Harris; written by George 
S. Kaufman and .Edna Ferber; 
opens tonight (Dec. 28). 

“The Shannons of Broadway,” Mar- 
tin Beck (14th week) (C-1,198- 
$3.30). Hanging around $10,000 
for some time; appears to be 
making money, also house. 





“The Trial of Mary Dugan,” Na- 
tional (15th week) (D-1,164-$3.85). 
Real dramatic smash; averaging 
over $24,000 weekly and even last 
week got $19,000. 

“The White Eagle,” Casino (ist 
week) (D-1,477-$5.50). Presented 
by Russell Janney; musical ver- 
sion of “The Squaw Man”; 
opened Monday. 

“Trigger,” Little (4th week) (D-530- 
$3.30). ed to move to an- 
other house after this week; 
opened in dull times and has not 
yet been given chance to develop; 
under $5,000. 

“Venus,” Mosque (ist week) (C-700- 
3.30). Presented by Carl Reed; 
special dress rehearsal Sunday 
night with press invited; reviews 
not favorable. 

“What Do We Know,” Wallack’s 
(2nd week) (D-770-$3.30). Opened 
late last week; reviews not fa- 
vorable; line on business after 
this week. 

Outside Times Sq.—Special—Little 

“L’Aigion,” revived by John D. 
Williams with Michael Strange in 
lead, opened at Cosmopolitan 
Monday. 

Max Reinhardt’s season of German, 
Century (7th week). Listed to 
tour after this week; house will 
offer “Oh Kay” for two weeks re- 
peat starting Monday and start- 
ing Jan. 16 “Broadway” will be 
moved in from Broadhurst. 

Irish Players, Gallo (5th week). 
Poor trade for visitors with “Juno 
and the Paycock”; probably to 
tour soon; house will offer grand 
opera in English starting Jan. 17. 

Civic Repertory, 14th Street. “Cradle 
Song,” “Twelfth Night,” “Master 
Builder,” etc. 

American Laboratory Theatre, rep- 
ertory. “At the Gate of the 
Kingdom,” “Granite” and “Much 
Ado About Nothing.” 

“An Enemy of the People,” Walter 
Hampden’s (13th week). “Ham- 
let” given four matinees this week 
and to alternate with Isben play 
next week. 

“Taming of the Shrew,” Garrick 
(10th week). Modern dress 
Shakespeare. “The tivory Door,” 
Charlies Hopkins; “Mongolia” by 
Conrad Westerveit opened Green- 
wich Village Monday; “Bare 
Facts,” Triangle; “The Centuries” 
will be followed by “The interna- 
tionale” at New Playwrights next 





week; Sarg’s Marionettes, Tetten; 
“Hamlet,” Davenport, 


Trade Depression Holds 


Down Minn. Grosses 


Minneapolis, Dec. 27. 

A general trade depression is tak- 
ing its toll from lecal legitimate 
houses. Despite temperatures were 
conducive to theatregoing and an 
improved condition of the streets 
brought out more motorists, noth- 
ing in the statements to cause 
Christmas cheer in managerial cir- 
cles. It was different from the past 
few seasons when business has held 
up even during the week before 
Christmas. 

The Shubert (Bainbridge dra- 
matic stock) was handicapped by a 
weak attraction, “Laff That Off,” 
here last season, failing to prove it- 
self the sort of show that repeats. 
Gross barely hit $4,000. 

A tabloid musical comedy version 
of “The Gorilla” gave the McCall- 
Bridge Players around $4,500 at the 
Palace. Not so good, either, for a 
house that plays three daily and 
four on Sunday. 

Returning to the Mutual bur- 
lesque wheel after a costly fling at 
stock burlesque, the Gayety got 
around $3,000 with the first of its 
traveling shows, “The Night Hawk.” 


FRISCO FEELS GOOD; 
$20,000 AND $13,000 
“New Brooms” Jumps to 


$5,000 — President, $4,700 
—“Virgin,” $2,500 8th Wk. 








San Francisco, Dec. 27. 

Time was when the week before 
Christmas was a nightmare. But 
things have changed. Although last 
week didn’t set any attendance rec- 
ords, business was more than satis- 
factory. With the Curran dark, the 
Lurie had ne opposition, and “Hit 
the Deck” continued merrily. Musi- 
cal has two more weeks to go, and 
will leave here with a substantial 
record. 

“The Beggar’s Opera” proved an 
agreeable surprise on its second and 
final week at the Columbia. It made 
way Dec. 26 for “The Cradle Song.” 
Henry Duffy opened “New Brooms” 
at his Alcazar, bringing Robert 
McWade, of the original cast, on 
from New York. It started off 
nicely. 

At the President, Duffy’s “The 
Gossipy Sex” ended its second week, 
and looks good until after the hol- 
iday period. “The Married Virgin” 
continues te click. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Lurie—“Hit the Deck.” Continued 
strong pace; figured close to §20,- 
000 


Columbia—“The Beggar’s Opera.” 
Music lovers gave this one corking 
good play; final week easily hit 
$13,000. 

Alcazar—“‘New Brooms.” Any 
other week but the one before 
Christmas would have probably 
spelled new attendance records; 
comedy piled up better than $5,000. 

President—"“The Gossipy Sex.” 
Second week slightly off, but at 
around $4,700, nice profit. 

Green Street—“The Married Vir- 
gin.” Eight weeks and the end not 
yet announced; at $2,500 no one 
worried about Christmas dinner. 


Rosalie’ High, $43,900; 
Maryland’ Low, $12,000 


Boston, Dec. 27. 

For the first time a house record 
here was broken during the week 
before Christmas. 

“Rosalie,” at the Colonial, last 
week, played to $43,900, capacity. 

As a result Ziegfeld has decided 
to keep the show here for two weeks 
more. 

“My Maryland,” at the Shubert, 
did $12,000, about the same as at 
the Wilbur, where the Helen Ford 
musical “Peggy Ann” was in. These 
were the only three legits here last 
week. 

Several new shows opened Mon- 
day. Katherine Cornell in “The 
Letter,” at the Plymouth for two 
weeks; “Student Prince,” at the 
Boston Opera house, where the 
Shuberts are operating what might 
be called a subway circuit; “The 
Spider,” at Majestic; “Cock Robin,” 
at Hollis, and “Out of the Night,” at 
Arlington. 











NON-FEMME SHOW 


The first non-feminine cast show 
that has been attempted in New 
York is scheduled to be brought 
out by the Theatre Guild In Feb- 
ruary. ‘ 

The piece ts “Wings Over Bu- 
rope,” by Robert Nichols and 
Maurice Brown. 





Duffy Buys “Cyclone” 


Los Angeles, Deo. 21. 
Henry Duffy, operating 10 dra- 
matic stock houses out here, has 
purchased the 





|Baby Cyckeng* 





4SHOWS SPLIT 
PHILLY DOUGH 


Hodge, $14,000; “Show 
Boat,” Around $46,000 





Philadelphia, Dec, 27 
With only four legit houses open, 
anu anotuer bowing in ‘Loursday 
night, business was unusually good 
for this traditionally sour week in 
the theatres. 

The only difference in “Show 
Boat’s” gross was in the matter of 
standees. There wasn't a seat for 
the entire eight performances at the 
Erlanger, and the Wednesday mat. 
inee was a riot with women fight- 
ing for standing room. The week's 
figure was again in the neighbor- 
hood of $46,000 Tnis year Philly 
has been educated to preferring 
try-outs, if they’re worth anything, 
to New York hits in their second 
or third scason. 

“The Barker” and “Straight Thru 
the Door” both fared extremely 
well, benefiting by the scarcity of 
competition. The Hodge show wag 
reported at between $13,000 and 
$14,000. “The Barker” did equally 
well at the Broad, boosting its first 
week’s gross by a couple of thou- 
sand. With the holiday influx to 
help, it should complete four weeks 
of real profit. oward Thurston 
ended his three weeks’ stay at the 
Garrick and reported satisfactory 
business. His top, as always, was 
only $1.60, and except for a couple 
of days of very bad weather, at- 
tendance was okay ‘throughout. 

“The New Moon” opened to ca- 
pacity Thursday night at the Chest- 
nut, and a large percentage of it 
was real money. Notices accented 
that the show was by means ready 
and comments were rather mixed, 
The three days of the first week 
won about $9,000. This week has 
five openings, two dramatic and 
three musical. The Lyric has “The 
Silent House,” in for two weeks 
only, and opened with a Monday 
matinee. The Walnut has “Immor- 
al Isabella” in nlace of the banned 
“Women Go On Forever.” This 
also for two weeks only. The Shu- 
bert has White’s “Scandals,” which 
has a tremendous advance sale for 
the first 10 days. The engagement 
is for three weeks. The Garrick 
will show “Allez-Oop” indefinitely 
and with Lean and Mayfield, almost 
sure local drawing cards. It should 
stick for about six weeks with any 
breaks. The Erlanger has a return 
engagement of “Honeymoon Lane,” 
with Eddie Dowling. This was to 
have stayed six weeks, but that 
booking has been cut to four. 

Next week is bare of novelties, 
but Jan. 9 there will be “The Let- 
ter” at the Lyric, two weeks only. 
Also Winthrop Ames’ Gilbert and 
Sullivan repertory at the Wainut, 
for four weeks. Length of stay not 
set, though probably limited to two 
or three weeks. On the 16th “Sat- 
urday’s Children” begins a  fort- 
night’s stay at the Adelphi; “The 
Desert Song” comes into the Chest- 
nut and “Yours Truly” is booked at 
the Shubert. On the 23d the “Fol- 
lies” is announced for the Erlanger, 
with an unannounced attraction at 
the Lyric. On the 30th “And So to 
Bed” is scheduled for the Adelphi. 


Estimates of the Week 

“The Barker” (Broad, 3d week). 
Business jumped, with around $14,- 
000, or a little over claimed; “Tenth 
Avenue” next. 

“Scandals” (Erlanger, ist week). 
Opened Monday night to expected 
capacity; three weeks only, then 
“Yours Truly.” 

“Allez-Oop” (Garrick, ist week). 
Revue with Lean and Mayfield 
opened indefinite run with excellent 
promise; test will come after n 
week; Thurston ended three weeks’ 
stay to real profit. 

“The New Moon” (Chestnut, 2d 
week). Operetta opened Thursday 
night to capacity; with help ° 
benefits for first few perfo 
staved off normal pre-Christmaé 
slump; extended to Jan. 14. 1s 

“Immoral Isabella” (Walnut, 
week). Booked in qnddenly, when 
“Women Go On orever 
barred; two weeks only; Winthrop 
Ames’ Gilbert and Sullivan revi 
next. ist 

“Honeymoon Lane” (Erlanger. of 
week). In for four weeks instead = 
six with ‘Follies” to follow; be 
Boat” almost $46,000 in third 
last week. 

ane Silent House” CLayrie, = 
week). ystery play. - 
hmong avi “The saad next}! 

ouse k last wee 

“Straight Thru the Door” og 
phi, 24 week). William Hodge a 
benefit of his own personal draw, 
also scarcity of competition; 
most $14,000. 





Guild’s 5-Week Rehearsal 


Equity has allowed the Theatré 
Guild a five-week rehearsal pert 
on the Eugene O’Neili play, “Marc? 
Millions.” 


Size of the production ts thé 
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FEW PERMANENTS EXPECTED — 





EGITIMAT 








OF 27 FRESH BROADWAY PLAYS: 





No Source Seen for Anticipated Dark Houses— 
Many of Latest Contingent Must Move Shortly; 
None Got Buys Last Week 


ai 





Although some 27 fresh attrac- 
tions arrived on Broadway iast 
week and this (Christmas to New 
Year's) to fill all the dark houses, 
at is predicted that untenanted the- 
atres will again be in evidence and 
probably before January is far ad- 
vanced. 

Many of the new shows are not 
there. Of last week’s seven regular 
productions, not inclusive of the 
apecial attractions, none was ac- 
cepted as agency buys and all are 
in cut rates. 

Current week started with several 
promising offerings, yet not enough, 
and house operators are again won- 
dering where the shows will come 
from to replace certain withdrawals. 
That some premieres will terminate 
into abrupt closings is indicated. 

Last week’s grosses were away 
under normal, as usual with the 
close approach of Christmas, and 
actual grosses do not supply a cor- 
rect line on the business generally. 
To stick for the holiday harvest, 
however, many shows had to take 
a box office wallop. This week 
etarted off fairly well and with fa- 
vorable theatre weather. There are 
plenty of attractions listed in cut 
rates but no more than last season. 

There were 11 openings Monday 
night and the dramatic departments 
of the dailies were run ragged, call- 
ing in aid from the reportorial de- 
partment. Reviews from the latter 
source dodged definite opinions or 
such matter was blue pencilled. 


Dress Rehearsals 

There were several dress rehear- 
gals Sunday (Christmas) night, 
with the critics invited. The intent 
was to dodge Monday’s flood of pre- 
mieres, but by forcing the scribes 
to attend on the holiday appeared 
more of a handicap to the attrac- 
tions than a benefit. It is doubtful 
if the players concerned were at 
their best either. One new show 
even picked Christmas eve for de- 
but, a worse selection than the 
others. 

Prospects 

Monday’s highlights appeared to 
be topped by “Behold the Bride- 
room” at the Cort and “The White 


Eagle,” operetta at the Casino. 
“Excess Baggage,” Ritz; “Bless 
You, Sister,” Forrest, and “Cele- 


brity,” Lyceum, were regarded pros- 
pects, although clearer indications 
will come after New Year’s. 

“Caste,” one of last week’s en- 
trants, drew divided opinions at the 
Mansfield despite its best seller an- 
gle; “Los Angeles” started mildly 
at the Hudson; so did “The Love 
Nest” at the Comedy; “Spring 
Song,” Bayes, went into cut rates, 
as did those mentioned above and 
“What Do We Know,” Wallack’s, 
and “Sisters,” Klaw. “Playing the 
Game” passed out at the Ritz where 
it was booked for a lone week. 

Next week “She’s My Baby” 
comes to the Globe which has been 
occupied up to now with special 
picture showings; “Nightstick” 
which went out of town for a week 
comes into the Cohan, “The 19th 
Hole” moving from there to the 
Little; “Trigger,” current at that 
house, is expected to move; “Red 
Dust” will arrive at Daly’s, “The 
Banshee” claiming removal to an- 
other berth also; “Oh, Kay” comes 
back for a two weeks repeat at the 
Century, the Max Reinhardt com- 
pany being slated to move down- 
town; “The Centuries” will close at 
the New Playwrights downtown, to 
be followed by “The International;” 
“Hamlet” is slated to alternate with 
“An Enemy of the People” at Hamp- 
den’s, 

In the Agencies 

In the premium agencies there 
were 25 “buys” attractions listed up 
to Tuesday. Included were several 
Monday night entrants, but none of 
last week’s new shows were re- 


garded as of a “buys” qual The 
list: “Funny Face” (Alvin9*‘Man- 
hattan Mary” (Apollo), “Hit the 
Deck” (Belasco), “Escape” (Booth), 
“Broadway” (Broadhurst), “The 
White Eagle” (Casino), “Good 
News” (Chanin’s 46th St.), “Behold 


the Bridegroom” (Cort), “Interfer- 
ence” (Empire), “The Five O'Clock 


Girl” (44th St.), “The Merry Ma- 
lones” (Erlanger), “The Doctor's 
Dilemma” (Guild), “Golden Dawn” 


Hammerstein), “Sidewalks of New 
York” (Knickerbocker), “The Com- 
mand to Love” (Longacre), “Celeb- 


“Coquette” (Maxine Elliott), “Paris 
Bound” (Music Box), “The Trial of 
Mary Dugan” (National), “Ziegfeld 


Follies” (New Amsterdam), “Bur- 
lesque” (Plymouth), “The Royal 
Family” (Selwyn), “A Connecticut 


Yankee” (Vanderbilt), “Artists and 
Models” (Winter Garden), “Show 
Boat” (Ziegfeld. 

34 at Cut Rates 
It would seem that 34 attractions 
offered at eut rates was an excep- 
tional number for the week between 
Christmas and New Year's, but the 
Same number was in the bargain 
counters during the same week last 
year. Included are new shows 
which opened last week and early 
this week. The list: 
“Paradise” (48th St.); “Restless 
Women” (Morosco); “Caste” (Mans- 
field); “Venus” (Masque); “The 
Desert Song” (Imperial); “The Love 
Call” (Majestic); “Gilbert and Sul- 
livan’s Repertory” (Royale); “My 
Maryland” (Jolson); “Harry Del- 
mar’s Revels” (Shubert); “Happy” 
(Carroll); “Sidewalks of New York” 
(Knickerbocker); “Take the Air” 
(Waldorf); “Spring Song” (Bayes); 
“Baby Cyclone” (Henry Miller); 
“Jimmie’s Women” (Frolic); “The 
Shannons of Broadway” (Martin 
Beck); The Ivory Door” (Hopkins); 
“The 19th Hole” (Cohan’s); “Sis- 
ters’ (Klaw); “The Banshee” 
(Daly’s); “And So To Bed” (Bijou); 
“The Marquise” (Biltmore); “Falien 
Angels” (49th St.); “The Road to 
Rome” (Playhouse); “What Do We 
Know” (Wallack’s); “Four Walls” 
(Golden); “Hamlet” (Davenport); 
“The Racket” (Ambassador); “Trig- 
ger” (Little); “The Centuries” (Play- 
wright); “Los Angeles” (Hudson); 
“Mongolia” (Greenwich Village); 
“The Love Nest” (Comedy); “Keat- 
ing” (Booth). 


CHICAGO HAS 
NO SURPRISES 


$28,000 Town’s Best—7 
Openings This Week 








Chicago, Dec. 27. 

All legit eyes looked not at the 
boxoffices last week, but to the fu- 
ture. And there’s a lot of future. 
Seven openings the last two days. 
The new entrants are “Two Girls 
Wanted,” Cort; “Good Bad Wom- 
an,” Central, and “The Squall,” 
Adelphi, on Sunday; “Behold This 
Dreamer,’ Blackstone; “Constant 
Wife,” Harris; “Criss Cross,” Er- 
langer, and “Merry Wives of Wind- 
sor,” Dlinois, on Monday. 

On reports, “Criss Cross” and 
Miss Barrymore’s “Constant Wife” 
are destined to be the most profita- 
ble engagements, although “The 


weeks and will thrive mostly on 
advance subscription and a three- 
ply starring cast. “Good Bad Wom- 
an” is revived for the Central on a 
stock plan that is practically legit. 

To make way three outfits closed 
down. These were “Road to Rome,” 
Adelphi; “Tommy,” Cort, afd ‘‘The 
Play’s the Thing,” Harris. The- 
atres occupied anew, excepting the 
Erlanger, had been dark for a week 
or more. 

Last week the entire list went 
downward. The top figure in town, 
$28,000, was shown by “Night in 


Spain.” “Hit the Deck” slipped 
again, as did “Desert Song.” 
“Broadway” is apparently on its 


last lap and will probably not re- 
main after the New Year's eve 
eash-in. No practical reason for 
“Murray Hill’ remaining unless a 
desire to keep the house open. 

‘Mr. Pim Passes By” lost money 
in its second week as the second 
offering of Mrs. Insull, but is con- 
tinuing for the principle of the 
thing. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Behold This Dreamer” (Biack- 
stone, Ist week). Opened Monday; 
will stand up for a time on Glenn 
Hunter’s following; after that a 
question. 

“Broadway” (Selwyn, 15th week). 
Town veteran of non-musicals and 
wabbly with age; 15 weeks con- 
sidered good run here; $10,500 last 
week, but will stick. 

“Countess Maritza” (Olympic, 8th 
week). Operetta continuing only 





rity” (Lyceum), “Rio Rita” (Lyric), 


with aid of specia] pressure; $16,- 
000. 
“Criss Cross” (Erianger, ist 


Squall” and “Behold This Dreamer’ | 
seem not far behind. “Merry 
Wives” will be limited to three 





{ 


Shows in Rehearsal 





“Salvation” (Arthur Hop- 
kins). 
“The Immediate Jewel” (Car) 


Reed). 

“Marco Million” (Theatre 
Guild). 

“The First Stone” (Civic 
Repertory). 


“Merchant of Venice” (Win- 
throp Ames). 
“Mirrors,” 
and Short). 

“A Free Soul” 
Brady). 

“Rain or Shine” (Jones and 
Green). 


(Harris, Lewis 


(Wm. A. 


“Girl from Montmartre,” 
(Shuberts). 

“Three Musketeers” (Florenz 
Ziegfeld). 











L. A. GROSSES 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Second week of “Cocoanuts” at 
Biltmore unaccountably slow at 
start, but took a spurt for a re- 
ported gross of $17,000. “Sunny” at 
the Mayan, fourth week, next with 
$16,000. 
“Broadway” completing three 
months at the Mason, still doing 
spiffy biz in its 13th week at $9,000. 
“Laugh, Clown, Laugh,” with Lionel 
Barrymore, seemed to be deriving 
its force from star. Fourth week 
at Belasco figured $8,600. 
“Pigs,” seventh week at El Capi- 
tan, brought in $4,500 to the Duffy 
coffers. “The Morning After,” 
Oliver Morosco’s re-entry into pro- 
éucing, not so hot at $4,500 for its 
first full week at the Hollywood 
Playhouse. Morosco opened “The 
Your-Flusher” with $4,300, not big 
but okay at prices. 
“The Vortex,” “Kongo,” “Under- 
tow” and “The Desert Song” due 
in next week. 








Rewriting “Senator” 

Washington, Dec. 27. 
With his play, “Senator Besse- 
mer,” twice scheduled for produc- 
tion, Melvin Hildreth, loca] attor- 
ney, is now working with Sidney 
Rosenfeld, who has “The Senator’ 
(William H. Crane) and “The Van- 
derbilt Cup” to his credit, on re- 
writing it. 
Hildreth’s piece is a story of mod- 
ern Washington life and politics. 


TWO MORE CLUBS 
Still they come, those nite clubs! 
Tonight (Wednesday) Don Dicker- 
man opens his “Heigh-Ho,” nee the 
Lido- Venice, at 35 East 53d street, 
with Lacey Young purveying the 





and teas. Dickerman is the night 
club king of Greenwich Village, 
controlling three spots downtown. 
On Thursday night Lew Leslie 
opens his Ambassadeurs on the site 
of the former Le Perroquet de Paris. 





week), Opened Monday; house re- 
turned to legit, but will follow 
Stone show with another film, 


“King of Kings.” 

“Desert Song” (G. N., 17th week). 
Not worrying at $24,000. 

“Good Bad Woman” (Central, Ist 
week). Opened Sunday; looks like 
theatre will get break all season; 
house getting perfectly titled shows 


for location, 

“Hit the Deck” (Woods, 8th 
week). Has even chance to pull 
through; $22,500. 

“Merry Wives of Windsor” (TIili- 
nois, Ist week). Opened Monday 
for three weeks; Mrs. Fiske and 
Otis Skinner .co-starred and Hen- 
rietta Crosman featured. 

“Mr. Pim” (Studebaker, 3d week). 
Will finish four weeks, audiences 
or not; house returning to regular 
legit and now looking for suitable 


show. 

“Murray Hill” (Princess, 5th 
week). Has a right to stay if it 
wants to, but no basis for argument 
at $4,500. 

“Night in Spain” (Four Cohans, 
5th week). Led town with $28,000: 
revue will do better shortly and 
must. 

“Road te Rome” (Adelphi, 10th 
week). Finished Saturday; engage- 
ment extended twice for three ad- 
ditional weeks; one of few shows 
this season that recovered after 
flopping; $10,000. < 

“The Constant Wife” (Harris, Ist 
week). Opened Monday; Ethel 
3arrymore will bring out “Class” 
mob: succeeded “Play’s the Thing,” 
which started strongly but slumped: 
latter show finished six weeks to 
$14,000, 

“The Squall” (Adelphi, Ist week) 
Opened Sunday; reported “hot”; if 
so will have field to itself. 

“Tommy” (Cort, 18th week) 
Clesed to $5,200 last week; never 
more than moderate money, but al- 





ways enjoyed slight profit; Cort 
theatre a bet for frail shows; “Two 
|Girls Wanted” opened Sunday. 


dance music and the Whispering 
Hawaiians for concert luncheons 





—————— 
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PLAYS ON 


Behold the Bridegroom 


Comedy drama by George Kelly and pre- | 
sented by Rosalie Stewart. At the Cort Dec 
; 26. Judith Anderson starred. Staged by 
the author 
} Antoinette Lyle - Judith Anderson | 
| E.lwards..... »«ee+-Kenpeth Lawton 
| Sheppard : seeée Mary Gildea 
| Mrs. E nor Ridgeway....... Mary Servoss 
| Spencer Train seccsecese John Marstor 
| stamce Peyto®...cccccesecs Jean Dixon | 
SGeeetee Pesce cceseoentecs Lester Va 
| Mary McGratD....ccccccess Virginia Russell 
| Robert BAUD. coc cecceseccecese Thurston Halil 
De. FAURtIMSteR. ccocccccseses Car! Hamilten 
} Dr. Loebell.......ce.0++0+--Ciarence Bellair 
PUUIGR. owsccceceoceseoccees Marion kvanson 


George Kelly, among the most 
brilliant of playwrights, has con- 
ceived a serious play in “Behold the 
Bridegroom.” It is so vastly differ- 
ent from his earlier hit, “The Show- 
Off,” that the same authorship is 
hardly discernible. 

While the new play has not the 
same elements of popular appeal, it 
should develop a class draw on the 
strength of its sterling though sub- 
dued dramatics. The first act is 
excellently worked out. It is witty 
in its smart way and enjoyable. 
Thereafter the play becomes deadly 
serious—-too much so for the casual 
laygoer. Its quietude is apt to 
bore. Even polite  first-nighters 
could not repress coughing. 

Mr. Kelly, having staged his own 
play, explains why it was not cut. 
Seems to be about a quarter of an 
hour to long. 

Tony Lyle, as her friends cal) her, 
was one of the social butterfly set. 
Deeply romantic, she has dallied on 
an engagement with one of the boys 
in her circle. Her man had not 
come along. When Spencer Train 
is introduced, Tony realizes he is 
her ideal. But she also knows her 
new-born love is hopeless. He was 
the first man to disapprove of her. 
Though he didn't put it to words, 
she felt it. 

When Tony dismisses her flance 
and tells him there is another man, 
the boy goes to his club and shoots 
himself—one cause of Tony's col- 


lapse. She had discussed the mat- 
ter of Train with her cousin, 
Eleanor. She confesses affairs with 


other men. The realization she can 
not go to Train as wives should go 
to their husbands becomes an ob- 
session. Only when Train visits the 
suffering girl] is there hope for their 
romance to bloom. In a beautiful 
scene she tells of herself and the 
great change. The 
Train wondering whether the bride- 
groom has not come too late. 

The author pretends to give a 
keen slant on the ways of the grad- 
uated debutante. Here is Tony with 
all the money she wants, traveling 
here and there, trying to get away 
from herself. Caustic and meanly 
critical of others, she becomes a 
real woman only after the one man 
arrives. 

Tony describes her set as social 





the world. 
as she, have already been married 


vorced twice. 

Miss Stewart, who 
Kelly’s other plays, has handsomely 
mounted “Behold the Bridegroom” 
and supplied it with a corking cast. 
Judith Anderson fits Tony to a 
nicety and turned in a _ perform- 
ance that leaves an indelible im- 
pression. 

Mary Servoss, as Cousin Eleanor, 
did excellently; while Jean Dixon, 
as a flippant cocktail hound, was 
amusing. She was in one act only. 
So was Lester Vail, as the dismissed 
suitor, another true type. Thurston 
Hall, as the middle-aged father, 
looked the man, and his actinre was 


admirable Clarence tellair was 
another to do well. One of the 
smaller parts was made to stand 


out as one of the best, that of Ken- 


neth Lawton’s butler. Neat, quiet 
and efficient. 

“Behold the Bridegroom” ‘8 a 
candidate for the Pulitzer prize. 


That doesn’t mean it won't do busi- 
nese. Indications are not for big 
attendance, but for a moderate suc- 
cess anyway. lbee. 


DANTON’S TOD 


(DANTON’S DEATH) 





curtain finds, 


curiosities who are running all over 
Eleven out of the 14 
girls who “came out” the same year 
and divorced, several having di- 


produced 
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[stage and there are many steps, 
| Up from these steps are the seats— 


a great circle of them—in which 
j}sit the populace, come to hear de- 
| cisions of great moment 


The back of the stage is in dark- 
ness, but the lighting is so gradu- 
ated from the back to the front, 
|inecreasing in intensity toward the 
front, that the mob seems con- 
tinuous, 

On the part of the mob that is 
revealed, the light shades off into 


darkness so gradually that the im- 
pression of a great mob is put on 
the audience. 

Much amazement was expressed 
among theatrical directors in New 
York that Reinhardt was able to 
gather a mob here and train them 
so nicely,.for on the opening night 
they worked one-two-three. Bet- 
ter mob scenes have never been 
staged in New York, not even in 
the rush for free seats to “The 
Ladder.” 

It's a production of great note on 
this account. Fellows who wouldn't 
be caught dead at a performance in 
a foreign language have been drop- 
ping into the Century to see the 
Reinhardt mobs. The word got 
quickly around Times square that 
this was thrilling stuff—and it was, 
Marching hordes, mad, waving, 
frantic hands, screaming voices 
lulled into sullen repression by a 
speaker in the middle of the 
tribunal—these are the most 
graphic items of the production. 
“Danton's Tod” was the most 
eagerly awaited of the Reinhardt 
productions. It was the first play 
staged in modernist fashion, s0 
they say, and so far it’s the best. 
Its mass movements are incom- 
parable on this side, and presum- 
ably on the other side. 

Moissi doesn't play in this one; 
he had the star role called for in 
his contract in “Jedermann.” Didn't 
hurt the show any. Hartmann is 
fine as Danton, Sokoloff running 
away with the piece as Robespierre 
and Arnold Korff contributing a 
thrilling bit as the oily, smooth 
tongued St. Just. 


THE WHITE EAGLE 


Russel! Janney’s four-act operetta feat- 
uring Allan’ Prior. Based on “The 
Squaw Man," with muslc by Rudolf 
Frim!. Book and lyrics by Brian Hooker 
and W. H. Post; staged &y Richard Bole 
slavsky; dances eredited to Busby Berke- 
ley; ecenes and costumes by James Rey- 
noids; Anton Hetndl directing orchestra; 
at Casino Dec. 26. 





ee WOOO ob cccccsecccasete Ralph Moana 
MeGicine MBR..cccccccscccces John Mealey 
TALYWARA coccccecsess Chas. E. Gallagher 
DEVORE -ck.cevcescocsssicesd Marion Kecler 
OS Oe eee Aym Kas 


English Dancers. Paula Lind, Helen Grenelle 


Lieut. George........ ....-Carlton Neville 
Capt. Janes Wynergate (ater Jim 

PP Pe aa > Allan Prior 
Captaie Laee. oc ccccecsesss Jock McGraw 
Sir John Applegate...... Lawrance D’ Orsay 
Lady Kervhill........... Isabelle O' Madigan 
Countess of Kerhill.......ssee0- laze! Glen 
Barl of Kertill..:.....seeee+e- Fred Tiden 
DGD ebocececesceont eos e Kay. Haw 
Bal *S .6nccbheeeeesees o6sestenes Pawia Lind 
rr ee ecceccesces George Shields 
Bud Hardy...ceccesesss Oharies Henderson 
Meee TOR: 0.060 cddécscbeseedesvesl rm Smith 
SEMOOT cccccccsce Covcccsecssece Jay Fassett 
GOOG soseccdbeccessooceonsess Karl Mayne 
Gee BEAWEING. 6cccdeccccccios Forrest Huff 
8 rrr 


Reported to have had only two 
and a half weeks in which to break 
in, the most remarkable item about 
the premiere of this operetta was 
the smoothness of the performance, 
It spoke much for the direction, cast 
and stage crew. 

This latest Russell Janney effort 


is a big craft which necessitates 
same deft navigation between the 
regulation theatre hours. Opening 
night the show spilled well over 
the conventional curtain time. Al- 
though it started late there was a 


full three-hour performance on tap, 
15 or more minutes of which will 
surely come out, 

The Casino’s new musical is not 
great, but it’s good and very apt 
to see the hot weather. It im- 
presses as a show that will not 
Stampede attendance in the direc- 
tion of 39th street, but will bulld to 
consistently healthy grosses. 

It’s massive, colorful, has one 
standout melody and a number of 
quality voices to make the score 


Third fuction of the Reinhardt reper-| > casing if not unusual. 

rd production o e HKelnhar - * nt ‘s 
tory season at the Century, New York, It peony appears as though Jan 
under management Gilbert Miller. En-| Mey undertook production with one 
tire Reinhardt troupe except Molssi. Some| eye on England—just in case. Fol- 
ae extves Jn Br Wied a, Lon lowing “The Squaw Man” brings 
mann playing janton; adcimir okolo : : : ‘ 
playing Robespierre, and Arnold Korff in the hero as an officer of the 16th 
playing St. Just. Lancers who exiles himself in 


Colorado to save the family name. 





About everybody connected with That English garden second act 
the technical side of the theatre} With its red mess jacketed male 
went up to the Century last week} chorus, plus the Indians and cow- 
to see the Reinhardt production of | boys, seems to make it a tempting 
George Beuchner’s historic drama, | Pritish project The hero is Eng- 
“Danton’s Tod.” lish and Indians put over “The 

This is rated as Reinhardt’s! Covered Wagon" (film) in London. 
greatest spectacle, with the light-| So if grosses don’t pan out here, 
ing and mob scenes in it nothing|the West End may offset that 
short of miraculous. and then there’s always Australia, 

Interior scenes, played before a| Both London and Sydney will un- 
curtain on the fore part of the] questionahbly look ‘The White 
stage, are tedious and  ~poorly! Facile” ove: 

> | } - : ‘ 
played. These German actors bray | Inasmuch as the story of “The 
lloudly when they tall the apolo-| Squaw Man” is fan r it’s enough 
lgists saying that this is “German | to that the principal move- 
lacting.” Yes? ent of the plot have been re- 

“Danton” is Reinhardt’s best to! tained with di og out cut to the 
date in New York The scenes of | bone A few cast members are 
ithe howling French mobs in the lmore at } vhen singing than 
Tribunal are as stirring as historyj ca ‘ f one or two 
tself Great columns are on the ¢« not } 1) they should 
. -—— wae 
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No attempt is made to list the musi- 


second act. 


the cast and on voice never wavered. 


~ the final act is a logical absentee, 
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SS 


and slow spots crop up here and le dumbeN like this one could n tice | likely to keep Bill in some interest-/| well. It has no plot until the last 


there, mostly in the final act, but 


none is a serious fault, with much 
to condone ther 

The show in its four 
“episodes” of age setting 
which open with an Indian ceremony 
at dawn on a hilltop It is here that 
Marion Keeler, is the Chief's 
dauchter, first offers “Alone,” the 
highlight melody which is reprised | 
throughout the show and will surely 
make the disks and dance floors. 
Sweet. voice, this girl, and vocally 
blending with AHan Prior. The 
second act is the exterior of an 
English estate, the contrast from 


the blazing blankets of the tribe be- 
ing heightened by but a _ three- 
minute intermission. Thence to a 
western barroom, and after that a 
solid ranch house et as the finale. 

Around 70 people on the stage at 
the opening of the third act, with 
the male cherus counted at 25 
earlier in the show. A great forma- 
tion and effect number in the final 
stanza had about 40 girls working 
with about 15 men; mass _ stuff 
credited to Busby Berkeley, and 
good. 

Chaps, blankets, evening gowns, 
officers’ formal dinner attire, sport 
clothes and dance-hall girls give the 
show a good-sized costume Dill 
without the sets. Janney hasn't 
cheated on production or in num- 
bers and has a heavy salary Hst. 


cal numbers, as the music is syn- 
chronizéed to the story for at least 
80 per cent. of the stage time. Next 
to “Alone,” Friml’s best effort comes 
forth in regimental song, for which 
Prior leads the male singers in the 


As generally true of most operet- 
tas, this one is shy of comedy. 
Little or none until the action géts 
into the western saloon, where Mark 
Smith takes charge of the depart- 
ment. Much flourishing of .44’s and 
a salvo of cowboy drawls are the 
principal means. Forrest Huff as 
Cash Hawkins, the western heavy, 
was particularly broad in character 
delineation. 

Prior, featured; rated the billing 
on his work. Histrionically he led 


As far as known, this is the first 
time he has ever received single 
billing in a show. An Australian, 
Prior has beeh around for some 
time, lately in the picture houses, 
and particularly a standard at the 
Strand, prior to which he appeared 
in Shubert revues and one or two 
other shows. A good-looking boy 
whom the women and men like. 
This one will set him. 

John Mealey, Charles Galagher 
and Prior carried the principal male 
vocal burden, and well, while Miss | 
Keeler and Hazé¢l Glen led the femi- 
nine voices. Miss Glen duetted nice- 
ly with Prior, and if prone to oc- 
casionally weakness on lines, made 
wp for it in conjunction with the 
orchestra. 

Aysa Kaz won a couple of chances 
to secure "individed attention with 
an odd form of Indian terpsichore, 
enhanced by chorus formations, and 
Kay Hawley got loose for a hard- 
Bhoe bit along side of the third act 
bar. Lawrence D‘Orsay does very 
well, as usual, by his “Sir John.” 

The show needs cutting, and the 
scissoring has probably started. A 
duet by Prior and Miss Keeler in 


intermarriers 
| friends 


| climaxes 
'to send this over for 


or 


that. 
And 
| the 


See 


the casting 
Some of the 
belong 

the play's 
and their families 
ind enemies, or who 
said wait and see, will have to sup- 
port it, It's too talky, too 
up to scene climaxes, and 
in the main are too 
the mdb. 
“Caste” in the book, for 
thirds of its way, is snappy. 
what's missing on the stage. 
Mr. Weber, however, has | 
thing in the film rights. This is} 
not meant to be read that “Caste” 
won't get over. No one can call 
these specialized plays. They may 
turn at any time or never. As a 
picture though, this story should 
screen better than the book reads 
or the script plays. 

With Mr. Hamilton taking the 
angle of the Jew's family resenting 
his marriage to a Christian as 
heartily as the girl's family did to 
hers to a Jew, that may interest 
Jews—or Christian. One of the 
best scenes and the best climax’ is 
where the elderly Jew forbids his 
son’s marriage, with both families 
equal in rank and wealth in their 
respective circles. 


then 
way. 

med to 

but if 


Nice, 


players 


the 


j there, 
' 


those 
those 
flat 


two- 
That's 


some- 


Only Mr. Hamilton neglected to 
bring out a point that’s in his 
book. It is that one of the families 


inherited its money and the other 
family earned it. Or if you go into 
the book which says that a man at 
50, over or under, can break away 
from what he confesses is his only 
greatest love as Farquhar did, 
to “go back home and be good.” In 
or out of Times square—but still, 
maybe, Mr. Hamilton is not yet 50. 
“Caste” as a yes and no tale 
gives the Jews an edge. But Mr. 
Hamilton to give Mr. Weber's show 
an edge might acknowledge for 
publicity purposes whom his sev- 
eral characters of both faiths were 
modeled upon. Not the Berlin- 
Mackey angle, that’s too apparent, 
but his mixture of Berlin and the 
others, particularly the Hebrew 
father and the Farquhars. 
Although there are numberless 
Farquhar married couples in this 
land, mostly minus their money, of 
course, 

Those who have intermarried and 
their relatives with their others 
should see “Caste,” though they 
might. have read the book, for in 
the play they will see Vivian Mar- 
tin as Jean Farquhar. Miss Martin 
is so refreshing on the speaking 
stage in this role that Mr. Weber 
should tie her up for another piece 
to follow. ’ 

Winifred Kingston does well as 
Mrs. Farquhar; Albert Bruning 
sends over a strong chord as the 
elderly Lorbenstein, son of Max 
Lorbenstein, the enthusiastic con- 
cert pianist, fairly done by Horace 
Braham, who looked the part as a 
type perhaps better than he played 


Halliwell Hobbess and Jean 
Shelby in bits did enough to draw 
applause on their own when exiting 
Monday evening at the Mansfield. 


—o 
eo 


all | 


draggey | 


; tender class) 


bilities. 





Play is now running in five 
scenes, The opening scene of 16 
minutes was entirely dropped and 
with that four characters who ap- 
peared only in it. Among them 





also some of the by-play in acts 3 
and 4. Allowing that there are 
@round 70 people in the chorus, and 
there are between 35 and 40 men 
in the pit, Janney has an overhead 
that can't be laughed off. 

The show is colorful and tuneful 
enough to make it a success, and 
no matter what happens, the 
smoothness of this opening perform- 
ance rates as an achievement. 


CASTE 


Joe Weber's production of Cosmo Ham- 
Mliton’s drama, adapted by Mr. Hamilton 
from his best-selling novel of same title. 


Staged by Campbell Gullan. Sets (all in- 
terior) designed by Herbert Ward and 
executed by Ward & Harvey. In three 
acts (5 ecenes) (pened Dec. 23. at 
Mansfield. 
Augustus Brownlow......Philip Bamshaw 
Reginald Walter Willett............e0. 
; T. Wigney Percyval 
Col. Erskine Dalbeatie Farquhar, Tate 
Canadjan Highalnders.. Reginald Mason 
Villian Sheépreth... : .Vera Neilson 
ee NP AA ..Gordon Richards 
Edmond Gamlingay John Astley 


iveet Winifred Kingston 

Anderson Lawler 

Halliwell Hobbes 
Farquhar's 


Helen Farquhar.. 
Anthony Northrup 
Lord Warminster 
Lady Warminster 
SED si deees B. Marsland 
Jean Farqubar. ... Vivian Martin 
Ia Duchess De Bercy (Mrs. Farquhar's 
cousin) ayn Pp ‘ -Hilda Spong 
Max Lorbenstein.. 


aivenecs Horace Braham 
Mrs. Otto Saab.... Jean Shelby 


(Col 
Nancie 


Albert Sans ws b's -eeees- Carlin Crandall 
Jacob J. Lorbenstein Albert Bruning 
Plays with limited appeal are 
hazardous. 
“Caste” is in that class, both 
ways. 


The intermarriage thing has been | 


done to death in book and play, but 
Cosmo Hamilton made it stand up 
much better between covers 
he has done between curtains. 

Joe Weber must have fallen in 
love with the book. He produced 
the play. And Joe bought a great 
trousseau for his baby. It’s quite 
the best looking collection of in- 


terior (room) sets Broadway has | 
seen for a while Herb Ward gets 
credit. 


And the women dress well. Even 


was Vera Beilson, who played Lil- 
lian Shepreth, Farquhar’s mistress 
in France. .Planting was made in- 
stead through added dialog in the 
only scene instead, the first act. 
Joe Weber has not made a pro- 
duction for some time. He went 
heavy for this one as a drama. 
Looks like a $30,000 investment be- 
fore opening. And he’s in Lew 
Fields’ Mansfield theatre on West 
47th street, Lew having assumed 
the house and giving .Joe the first 
whack. ° 

It’s said “Caste” is in on a stop 
of $10,000, and the show must do 
about $12,000 to break. That sounds 
like a lot for the side streets, but 
there are possibilities for this play. 

With all of this “tolerance”. of 
late, some on the level and some 
for publicity, “Caste” falls in op- 
portunely, maybe, and the maybe 
is, if anyone cares. They have 
been getting married for years and 
they will keep it up. 

And Joe is protected by the pic- 
ture rights; they are worth a fat 
sum. 

As the opinion must be set down, 
this won't go far unless there’s an 


“LEGITIMATE 








|} ing royalties for a number of weeks. 
With the authors newspaper 
|training and his many newspaper 
| pals, coupled with bonanza of ex- 
ploitation possibilities for an “ex- 


pose” of the leather-pushing racket, | 


“Celebrity” has much to rely on for 
its extended tenancy. 

“Celebrity” deals with a pugilist 
of literary bent, and is a cinch sug- 
gester of Gene Tunney, although the 


;scrapping between the pug and his 


mentor (“Circus” Snyder, a Barnum 
of the squared circle, who exploits 
his charge from a bum into the con- 
is remindful 
legal battle of the Jacks, still hang- 
ing fire in sundry courts. 

Keefe’s insight on the cauliflower 
racket is thorough and 
with considerable shrewdness. 
publicity building, the literary ho- 
kum, the prop “mumsy,” who poses 


unratural thirst for Volstead’s most 
disliked beverage, the building up of 
the newspapermen, the super-gam- 
bler, Solly Gold (page Arnold Roth- 
stein!), who is capable of intimidat- 
ing “Circus,” and kindred sidelights 
on the inner workings of framing 
and collecting on a match, make for | 
an interesting peep at how real ring 
gentry might conduct their business. 


| Winter Garden. 
| with crooks. 

| them and marries him. 
| jam. 

| fence, 
of the) works as a waitress to be near him 
| while he does his bit, brings him 


set forth | 
The 


benignly at $50 a week and has an | 





But for some extraneous talkiness 
and thinness in spots “Celebrity” 
would rate as importantly in rela- 
tion to the cauliflower industry as 
“Broadway” and “Burlesque” do to 
the couvert charge places and the 
show business. 

Like the author, it’s a maiden pro- 
duction for the new producing firm 
of Herman Shumlin and Paul | 
Streger, respectively the former | 
general manager and casting direc- 
tor for Jed Harris with “Broadway,” 
when deciding to step out on their 
own. - 

In “Celebrity,” Shumlin & Streger 
have a sturdy proposition, a capable | 
but not expensive cast, a moderate 
production and great picture possi- 
The film rights should more 
than make this venture worth while. 
Streger’s astuteness as a caster 
is evidenced in this play. Crane 
Wilbur as the cocky but efficient 
“Circus” Snyder, Claude Cooper as 
Clem, Hale Norcross, the manager; 
Constance McKay as the pug’s ex- 
sweetie, Gavin Gordon as the box- 
ing literateur, Nancy Sheridan, the 
fem lead, and Maurice Freeman as 
Solly Gold, were perfect types, con- 
vVinecing at all times. 

With an eye to the box score, this 
reviewer who is happy at the op- 
portunity to boost a pal, must re- 
strict his optimistic hopes to a 
moderate run at moderate money in 
view of the circumstances afore- 
mentioned. Keefe appends a pro- 
gram note that “the author is in- 
debted to George S. Brooks for 
valuable suggestiops and assist- 
ance.” Abel. 


IT IS TO LAUGH 


Barbour, Crimmins & Bryant present 








Fannie Hurst's comedy drama, eta by 
Rollo Lloyd, sets designed and decorated by 
P. Dodd Ackerman; Edna Hibbard featured; 


at the Witinge theatre, Dec. 26; $3.30 top. 
Spike Hennessey........-.+- Edward Butler 
Eddie Lenzer........+++.++..Frank Beaston 
Birdie Goldfish...... Shannes .-EXina Hibbard 


Mrs. Julius Goldfish..Mme. Bella Gudinsky 
Mr. Juilus Goldfish........Irving Honigman 
BENGE. otk codscuniene pbecupsenedses Jean Bryant 
Mrs. Rabinovitch............-Sonia Radina 
Mr. Rabinovitch...........+.-Meyer Seltzer 
Eulalie Goldfish.........e++.-..-Muriel Reld 
Morris Goldfish...... eseeeessdO0hn Davidson 
Mrs. Morris Goldfish..........Sonia Evanoff 
French Governess.......,.....Mona Bracken 
Miss Binney....... 20eeen eseeee LOts Arnold 
Doctor...... seeeeeess-Hemry W. Pemberton 





This would have made a good 
short story. That is the medium at 
which Fannie Hurst shines. That is 
her natural language. She shouldn't 
talk it on the stage, though. Too 
expensive. 


Enda Hibbard is featured. Mis- 
cast for the second time by the 
same firm. Her husband is one of 
the producing trio. She gets $1,000 
a week from other producers. And 
how that nifty li'l comedienne can 
earn it! What she did in “Ladies of 
the Evening” and “Gentlemen Pre- 
fer Blondes” is nobody’s business 
but her own, and she isn’t attending 
to it. In this one and in “Tenth 
Avenue” she was assigned to play 
saviorettes. 

Miss Hibbard can play hussics 
from the floor up. Up to the heights. 
But, why this sudden turn for the 
she-reformer, the “heart of gold”? 
If she must play gold parts, she 





unsuspected urge in unsuspected 

sets, Sime. 
CELEBRITY 

Herman Shumlin and Paul 


sent this comedy by Willard Keefe in three 





than | 








acts (two. scenes). Staged by Edward 
Goodman, Opening Dec, 26 at the Lyceum. 
$3.30 Lop. 
Res aesedctsreweesnedec esses Claude Cooper 
neomey O'Mell.éccecevcs Hale Norcross 
i. Si rr err Irene Hubbard 
Te De sadhaecececbubes Constance McKay 
| ., .) Bo Sea ee Gavin Gordon 
| “Circus” Sny@eP.ccccsvesses Crane Wilbur 
RO CO. sss ccencdances Maurice Freeman 
Dorothy Childs.............Nancy Sheridan 
} Mrs. Hemingway...... .Mabel Montgomery 
| Sebastien.. ve ...-Hlarry M. Cooke 
ek eee ....-Rose Keane 
Mr. Collings eaewe ; Philip Wood 
Miss (Chris iu . Margaret Armstrong 
Willard Keefe’s much-heralded 
; novitiate entry with his “Celebrity,’ 
| ee ia § er,’ portends 
great promise for th!Is popular news- 
j ? | i { as a play- 
wright. As a maiden effort “Celeb- 
frity’ is an auspicious contender 


|} just missing being a sock click, but 


Streger pre- | 


should dig it, not give it away. She 





second. 

The premise is an old one—pros- 
perous, artistic second-generation 
ghetto boy transplants his family to 
surroundings where they are out of 
their element; he is an antique expert 
and gives them art furniture. But his 
little sister won't let him keep her. 

She works in a shop near the 

There she meets up 
She falls for one of 
He is in a 
She won't let him take the 
calls up the bulls herself, 
turns him up, goes to Atlanta and 


back, straightens and squares him— 
and is the final word in devotion 
and heroism. 

Meanwhile her pop languishes and 
sickens., Upstage brother won't let 
her, the light of his old life, come to 
visit. But mother double crosses, 
the ex-con gets the wire, the answer 
is Birdie comes on the jump to get 
him in gocd humor. She starts him 
laughing. .He gets in high and in 
the middle of a laugh passes out. 


; Curtain. 


If that's for Edna Hibbard, 
what's left for Sophie Tucker? 

The rest of the cast is fair. No 
outstanding personal hits except 
Sonia Radina as a Hebe woman, 
every word a smash laugh. And a 
baby actress, Muriel Reid, fine in 
a bit. 

The direction also fair. Only a 
director if he had any power or per- 
suasion should have advised against 
wasting Miss Hibbard in this. 
Maybe against wasting all the jack 


on the whole thing, for it isn’t a 
play, it’s still a good story. 
Has* some Jew appeal, and, of 


course, Miss Hurst has some fol- 
lowing. So has Edna, though one 
more like this will crimp it. So this 
shouldn't double up immediately. 
But it can’t last. Lait. 


THE LOVE NEST 


Comedy by Robert E. Sherwood based on 
ting Lardner’s story of same name; pre- 
senied by the Actors-Managers, Inc., in as- 
sociation with Sidney Ross. At the Com- 


edy, December 22. Staged by Agnes Mor- 
gan. 

Slim COrey.cccccccccccccsecsed Albert Carroll 
POUR sci vcccoscccescoses John Francis Roche 
An BEXxtra...ccccccsseccess Brewster Board 
A Stage Hand...... eeeeee- Vincent Maliory 
ya Pere odeccccocctecesmeorge Hoag 
Beraie...ccess Ev otvocdececesecese John Rynne 
Violimist....g.csecsccccessess Leon Goldman 
Mae JenningS......e+++.+++--Ceraldine Wail 
Property Man..... eeccqccces George Helier 
Lou Gregg......0. coseccess srs Dae 
MerOe?..<cccsrcssece bovcedsnes eco 2 
Francis Deane....... cocccscoe Mare. Loebell 
Miss Jacobs.....e. sesaneaed ~..- Lily Lubell 
TODIN...ccccccccccccccsccseses George Hoag 
Maureen Miltom......sese+ Paula ‘Trueman 
COMM GreBs. oi scevccdesecdseced June Walker 
oo ae gecdebceeveGn Gy Thorpe 


Here is a comedy for Los Angeles. 
It should be great out there where 
the picture bunch know that much 
of the satirical comedy, “The Love 


Nest,” is the truth. But around 
New York that’s something else 
again. It's doubtful if the average 


playgoer here cares about the curi- 
ous enervating atmosphere that 
pervades the land that grows 
movies. This is Ring Lardner’s 
story dramatized by Robert Emmet 
Sherwood, and is the first attraction 
for the Comedy of the season. The 
house is the step-child of Broadway 
show shops. Tucked away on a side 
street and being of small capacity, 
few producers care about booking 
into it. 

Lardner has been out among the 
picture people, but he’s living in 
Great Neck. Curious thing how New 
Yorkers transplanted to the coast 
seem to complain about everything 
but the climate, and eventually are 
willing to pass that up. That isn’t 
exactly expressed in “The Love 
Nest,” but it’s there. The story has 
to do with the life of Lou Gregg, a 
noted director, and his wife, Celia, 
at their home in Beverly Hills. 
Wedded seven years, they have 
three children and to all and sundry 
are a devoted couple. 

But there is a false note in Celia’s 
life. Her husband’s ego has become 
so obnoxious that little “sweet- 
heart” has turned to red liquor be- 
hind her husband’s back. All she 
hears is pictures, how much Pola 
Negri's last one grossed, how it was 
wrong for so and so to tie up with 
Fox again, etc. So Celia is to aban- 
don her fine home, take the children 
to New York and after divorcing 
Gregg is to marry Forbes, ex-actor 
who has been their butler. 

The scene in which Celia makes 
| UP her mind to leave Gregg is not 





| is the life of “It is to Laugh”’—what 
| life it has. But she’s wasted. 
| The piece is not destined to get 
money. It’s a character study of 
| Yiddish life. Miss Hibbard, with 
| that sassy pug nose, plays Birdie 
| Goldfish. Can't be. But that isn't 
fatal on the stage. Louise Dresser 
once played a Yid and got away 
| with it. The point is that no mat- 
ter who played the part, “It is to 
Laugh” wouldn't draw. It isn’t good 
i2nd Street, though at times it is 
| pretty fair Bronx. 


Miss Hurst has written a chara- | 


ter sketch again. Like in “Hu- 
moresque,” but not so good. Moti- 
| vation is divided. Sympathy rup 
tured Love interest struggles 
| but like some of the Christma: 
|lights, sputters—sputters—sparks 

but doesn’t flame. 

| The character studies are ex- 
cellent. The first act, though talky, 
is the best. Confines itself almost 
entirely to what Miss Hurst doe: 


so good though perhaps enlighten- 
ing as to the character of the hus- 
jband. He has been entreating her 
|} to stick, afraid of the scandal be- 
| cause his latest picture looks like a 
| flop—they had cut it to 6,000 feet 
| and dolled it up with wise crack 
| titles. But a phone call from Sid 
| Grauman, who thinks it the best 
|; audience picture Gregg has ever 
done, changes the director's atti- 
tude. He cares little that the wife 
is walking out. He orders transpor- 


tation fer her and kids, nurse and 
butler. Then, surrounded by his 
yes-men, he troops to the office of 
the picture executive, referred to 
as “that damned button-hole 
maker,” to demand a renewal of his 
contract 

The best scene is in the second 
;}act when June Walker, as Celia, 
takes to drinking raw booze and 
wins a confession of love from 
| Forbes Only a smart and clever 
iactress could handle this bit. There 
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is a girl critic left behing playin 
with the kids upstairs, when Gres® 
and his yesmen go off for a aren 
view. Of course, it is Startling to 
the newspaper girl, a min: ing indi. 
vidual whose type was deliberate} 
taken from life. The press girl po 
shocked when she learns the truth 
about Celia, who she thouch+ a 
ideal wife and mother. 7" 

For the play, the Actor- Manaes rs 
attracted artists outside their group 
and made some good selections 
Miss Walker is corking. Pau 


Trueman, as the girl critic, won a 
rave from some of the newspaper 
crowd out front. Albert Carroll 
one of the mainstays of the Grand 
street bunch, was content as as- 
sistant to Gregg and turned in a 
neat performance. Clyde Fillmore 
filled the Gregg part capably. 
“The Love Nest” is the second 
play about Hollywood that came in 
last week, “Los Angeles” having 
preceded it. The latest piece is an 
effective story about the picture 
crowd. Insiders and Broadwayites 
will like it, but there is too little 
laughter and a lack of intense dra- 
matic power. It does not to 
land. 


figure 


Ibee. 


WHAT DO WE KNOW? 


W. Herbert Adams presents Olga Pet: 





va 
starring in her own three-act play (five 
scenes) at Wallack’s,. opening De 
Samuel Lovejoy............ Jonn €. Cariyle 
Susan , Westerm. .<o.ccccccs Josephine Morse 
MTG WOME opicoranceatees Lillian Kemble 
Ephraim SwiggleS......... Maxwell Sholes 
Peart du Barrie......... Wilma Thompson 
Ina Baliefska...... cevedbedcose Helen Blair 
Ben Pederson......cses¢ Weateée Jack Leslie 
ROT ree awed as eid Olga Petrova 
Lyons Johns...... oweneces Carlton SBrickert 
Mormatt Weaterll..ccccccceses Bradley Page 
Guests— 
Ernestine Fox......ese+: Suzanne Bennett 
Myra Winslow..........,-Gladys Feldman 
eg ee sanhetdtesnass Jack Root 
ee De cekanceees Coeecaceces Hoi Poi Kee 
Olivia Herford........ --.-Wilma Thompson 
Philip WHerford............Chester Erskine 
Mire, “Wikies cicscccdes Coevecs Mabel Wright 
Mediums— 

RD Pe cenesecsccesGQOn mest 
Luther Martin...... eeeees John C. Carlyle 
Esther Skelly......... Seoeecbevs 

Swami Vyasa Sidhenta..... Maxweil Sholes 

’ 


Handicapping her talents by an 
uncertain vehicle of her own writ- 
ing. Mme. Olga Petrova marked her 
Broadway return with a spiritual- 
istic theme of indefinite character, 
Not until the. final few minutes is 
it established in which direction 
lie Mme. Petrova’s or the play’s be- 
lief on spiritualism, with the con- 
clusion in the affirmative, 

The provocative nature of the 
play should have its appeal for the 
spook telepathy element and from 
that may develop some discussion 


-with proper ballyhooing and freak 


exploitation. 

Not electing to concentrate: too 
much on the one element, the play 
wanders from its Purity League 
source until the ultimate spiritual- 
istic seance at the finale. That 
seance idea in itself should work 
out well for the matinee femme 
trade, giving an “inside” on a 
spiritualistic get-together. 

Mme. Petreva has woven her 
play with a modicum of sophisti- 
cated observation, sounding fa- 
miliar in spots, wherein she takes @ 
lusty rap at the pinch-nosed, prying 
purity fanatics. One had sworn her 
son to 101 per cent. allegiance to 
the Purity League, and on his mar- 
riage to Kasha (Mme. Petrova) he 
fights off mundane temptations for 
four years, so that his wife is 
literally a married virgin. 

From that the play gets Green- 
wich Village-y in its hokum, with 
the spiritualistic background the 
underlying motivation carrying it 
into the finale where Mme. Petrova 
contacts with the spirit of her lover. 

Looking lithe and languorous in 
her costume creations, Mme. 
Petrova gave an excellent account 
of herself, with the cast fairly sat- 
isfactory but not distinguished, ex- 
cepting the unsympathetic reform 
characters. The heavy lover was 
a flop. The swamis, ooms and other 
alfalfa’ed gentlemen of the spook 
cult also missed out. 

Mme. Petrova and her producer, 
W. Herbert Adams, who is a New 
York lawyer probably acting for 
the real backer, and said to be ine 
terested in some of Earl Carroll's 
ventures, doubtlessly appreciate full 
well that the basic appeal is limited 
and similarly its box office possibil- 
ities. Whatever interest it will 
create will be on the strength of 
the spiritualistic phase and among 
those of that cult, it it’s a ot 


PARADISE 
Play in three acts by William Hur!but. 
Directed and presented by Robert Milton 


at the 48th Street theatre Dec. 3%. Lilian 
Foster featured. 
Cassie Thesinger...........Minnle Dupree 
Margaret, Mrs. Eider..Elizabeth Pattersos 
Ella, Mrs. Springer........ Selena _ Royle 
Adelaide, Mrs. Carlson.,....Elvise 5 — 
HenrygFlder. césncepmGward Fouss 
Mr. mpson........ .Edward H. BR —o 
Winnie Elder............ .. Lillian Foste! 
Dr. Achilles Swain........ Wa so = 
Harry Elder......cccccccssses Tom Browse 
Norma Archef....cccceses ....-Helen Flint 
MOOG MRORINIE< 5 icc dncve ciate Arling Alcine 
es . : } > is 
William Hurlbut again dwells 
with considerable morbid detal! 
upon the tormented soul of @ seX- 
starved spinster. But this time 
dilutes the dose and tries to eeP 
the patient laughing. Mr. Hurl- 


but’s own show, “Hidden,” demon- 





strated pretty clearly earlier 


season that there is no larg 
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morous public for psychoanalysis 
in dramatic form, 80, although 
“Paradise” is less obvious, more 
human and witha! well written, it 
is not apt to be productive of large 
revenue, 

During act I Mr. Hurlbut is writ- 
ing small town domestic comedy, 
with no hint of the stark, sombre 
doings to come in acts If and IIT. } 
The play is frequently moving, | 
though generally somewhat slow in 
tempo. It has some real moments, 
always holds interest and has the 
benefit of much comedy. It has also 
a superb production and cast. 

The horror of “Paradise” is in 
the ghoulish, fearful thing Sister 
Winnie does to convince her taunt- 
ing married sisters that she, too, 
has Deen married. She brings home 
from New York her deceased 
husband the corpse’ of an uncouth 
laborer from the morgue, meanwhile 
having sent home a picture of a 
handsome youth as being her 
imaginary spouse. A morbid aunt 
opens the coffin (off stage) against 
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the orders of the girl and discovers 
the horrible trick. The denouement 
follows, with Hurlbut this time pro- 
viding a “happy” finish by giving 
his wretched heroine the handsome 
young doctor she has loved all the 
while. 

Miss Foster is excellent in the 
leading role. She made the char- 
acter seem as plausible as so neu- 
rotic a type can probably ever be, 
geen against painted scenery ana 
stage lights. It is the fault of the 
script that in Act I she seems too 
fine and sensible to do the crazy 
thing she does later. Mr. Hurhbut’s 
psychological cases are probably 
clinically authentic but theatrically 
they are not quite sneccessful. 

Warren William made a splendia 
figure of a young doctor, human, 
real, the right size, age and type 
and a competent actor on top of it. 
Minnie Dupree and Elizabeth Pat- 
terson as Winnie’s aunt and mother 
respectively were thoroughly in 
character. Aunt Cassie’s phobia for 
funerals seemed overdrawn. 

The entire production is first rate. 
“Paradise” will be a limited attrac- 
tion, however, because of its theme 
and morbid details. 


SPRING SONG 


Play in four acts by Virginia Farmer. 
Presented and staged by Gustav Blum at 
Bayes, Dec. 21. Settings by John Wenger. 
Oscar Schoenvogel........+..-Leo Bulgakov 
Walker Pendleton..........Lewis Leverett 
Nellie Lee Bell.........sMarienne Francks 
Caterina Corwin. .-Ethel Wilson 
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Lack of “art” and other high lit- 
erary felonies are charged against 
Gustav Blum’s cut-rate problem 
Plays, which, nevertheless, continue 
to run for four to six months by 
virtue of the Blum system. 

“Spring Song” is the familiar 
equation of great art and bad 
morals, a blurred x-ray of the crea- 
tive soul. It contains a measure of 
popular appeal, some snatches of 
fair writing and @ great deal of con- 





versation about the eternals princi- 
ples of art. 

After a first act that cops every- 
thing for windy emptiness the sec- 
ond and third acts of the telling 
seem, by contrast, bright and ani- 
mated. Fourth act, in which Blum 
has splurged himself on a set of a 
genuine New York skylight art 
studio, is pleasingly brief. 

Four people in the cast, though 
there are a couple of off-stage 
voices, probably IL. A. Tf. 8. E. rather 
than Equity. 

Leo Bulgakov was a little in- 
eoherent at first, but as the ear ac- 
customed itself to his all too effect- 
ive German accent he earned ex- 
oneration. Mr. Leverett, the juve- 
nile lead, was excellent as the big, 


gawking country boy, and Ethel 
Wilson as a temperamental con- 
cert pianist was ditto. A change 


of costume between Act I and Actli 
would help. Miss Francks clicked 
in a part for which she was not 
well suited by type. 

This is by no means as bad a 
show as it will perhaps be consid- 
ered in fastidious quarters. And 
with the Blum system it should ride 
for a moderate rating. 








Tony Sarg’s Marionettes 


Ernest Briggs Inc. 


presents Tony Sare’s 
Marionettes in a 


two-act adaptation of 





“Ali Baba and the 40 Thieves,’’ by 
Knowles Entrekin. Produced and super- 
vised by Tony Sarg; staged by Charles E 
Bearle. 





ings. It is in two acts with seven 
scenes and a prolog. 

“Ali is handled with such an 
appreciable sense of burlesque it 


design, action and speech that th 
adult trade will find 
entertainment in it 
murders bringing 
hearty from the 

The story is of 
fellow 


considerab! 
There are . | 
all loud an 
laughs Kiddies 
a poor W 
pon a for 
thieves A slave girl 
Ali's son, assists in re- 
fortune for Ali by 4 
with the thieves aft 
overcoming obstacles, and 1s re- 
warded with the man she loves 
Five people work the 20-inch 
puppets skillfully, contriving high- | 
ly lifelike gestures The most! 
striking instance of finished ma- 
nipulation is by Marvel Vantine, 
who puts a puppet through an Ori- 
ental dance that would bring high 
pressure to a cigar store Indian. 
Even the hips, torso and shoulders 
are undulated. Voices are well 
placed and seem to emanate from 
the characters. A laugh in this is 
a distinctly effeminate voice given 
to two characters without reason. 
At $2.20 top “Ali” is worthwhile 
stuff in the novelty 
Marionette shows, however, unfor- 
tunately lack wide drawing power 


VENUS 


who chances 


love with 
taining the 
Ing away 


classification. freak part—the 
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ian 


119) 


revolution surroundings | 


A Russian 


general restrains an } 
American couple from leaving the 
ountry while he seeks to acquir« 
the wife by force of power and 
by polished courtship. In the er 
he admits defeat and entrusts to 
he pair for refuge in France 
t? thought to be his so! I 
in re ity the Czar of R 
With the woman and the bo 
gone, the general prepares to re 
sume his heavy and promiscuous 
|necking where he left off when the 
| lady came into his life 
Frederic Burt, as the general 
carries his part with efficient treat- | 
ment and derives all possible worth 
from his lines Playing the Amer 
ican wife, Mildred J. Florence im 
presses. The boy czar is acted by 
Warren McCollum, a youngster 


showing possibilities, 
decided hit. 


He 


made a 


Harry Nelson, a8 a captain, was 
capable, as were Thomas Carrigan, 
the American husband, and Fred 


House as a missionary. Boyd Agin | 
showed well in two appearances as ! 
a traitorous Monogolian major. A| 
living Buddha } 
was played fairly impressively by | 
Joseph Lawrence. | 

Most action and high spots were 
brought in through revolution side | 
plots. A little blue stuff was in- 
serted by introduction of two ladies | 


Comedy in three acts presented by Car} in town to cash on the Russian | 
Reed. Written by Rachel Crothers. Atjarmy. Later they are taken into | 
Mied pd Sere, Dee, TS. Staged by ;}tow by an American missionary, 
Virgie Gibbs............. _.Cecilia Loftus | Who believés they are night nurses. 
Mason ...... .eveeteess,Charles Hampden | That's a missionary, remember. 
ad Rr ae 3 WARSI «oc cccceses _ aewals Lue) | Staging is good. With most of | 
Agnes Beveridge .......,-Patricia Collinge | (2€ east performing efficiently, it's | 
Diana Gibbe ...ésecs0-- Katherine Francis|® tough break that the material 


Bees MBG. cccccccccceses Edward Crandall | 





One of the stupidest. 
yet unimaginative. 

The author aimed at novelty and 
produced stereotyped second act and 
an uninteresting opener. By the 
third they were walking out Sunday 
night. It is a comedy without 
laughs; a puerile, pseudo-intellec- 
tual creation, 

The finest trouping in the world 
couldn't put a play of this sort over. 
The gagging is putrid. The charac- 
terizations, though well done by Ce- 
cilia Loftus, Tyrone Power and 
Patricia Collinge, lack conviction. 
The great scientist is as unreal as a 
hophead’s dream of eternal heaven. 

The opening act centers around a 
couple of flyers who made a trip to 
the star Venus. Action is on the 
roof of the Gibbs apartment in an 
advanced age when landing plat- 
forms for planes in private homes 
are considered as necessary as 
garages. 

Virgie Gibbs wants the wealthy 
Beveridge to back the fiyers in 
flights to other planets. Beveridge 
offers to do so if Diana will remain 
on earth with him. 

The professor has a theory that 
the world would be a happier place 
to live in if women were the equal 
of men in intelligence. He gets the 
party to swallow snecially prepared 
globules which will inject a femi- 
nine quality into the male mind 
while it is intended to endow the 
women with sundry ‘male charac- 
teristics. 


Far fetched 





As a result of the experiment the 
dames strut through the second act 
cussing and bawling. The brutal 
Beveridge becomes a weak, trem- 
bling creature who finally winds up 
by putting on a dress while Agnes, 
the chicken-hearted frau, dons flying 
clothes and declares intentions of 
fiving to the moon or some place far 
removed from the earthly sphere. 

The professor becomes frightened, 
but has no power to stop the effects 
of the drugs he administered until 
the influence wears off. Explana- 
tions follow. 

Béveridge as a character is un- 
impressive because he is overdrawn 
in both instances, first as the domi- 
neering male and later as the cring- 
ing half-wit. In the latter case he 
gets laughs. 

Katherine Francis and Edward 
Crandall, for the purposes of the 
play, are presented as much alike 
as it is possible for two human 
beings of opposite sex to be. That 
kills interest. 

And although Miss Crothers with- 
out doubt was unaware of it, her 
“plot” of equalizing or changing the 
sexes has heen employed times 
without count for comedy scenes in 
burlesque wheel shows, while it 
originated over here 30 years ago 
in a vaudeville comedy act that 
plaved ft to death on all of the cir- 











Puppet manipulators include | cuits. Mort. 
Searle, Marvel Vantine, Margaret Skewis, | entries 
haa Fay field, Bill se At the 
yth Totten, New York, Dec. 22 to Jan. 
2: $2.20 top. MONGOLIA 
_ George H Brennan's drama in three 
Tony Sarg is a master of mar-|acts by Conrad Westervelt: featuring 
fonettes. Although he does not ap- Peeheste not on Sar ag J. Florgnce 
> = : - _ | stager y Edwin . olfe At Greenwich 
pear with this company his pro Vileae theatee. Mow Seem. Bea, oe 
duction work is evident. Captain Peter Smisidoff Harry Nelson 
The Totten, 300 seats, gets its| Major Mulay Pasha - Boyd Agir 
first bookings of the season with|Mrm. Kate ae - Kate McComb | 
a . s¢ | Stefan Oronoff : arren MeCollum | 
the annual return of the puppet | D2" Giver Shaw, D.D., M.D...-Fred House | 
company, here for the holidays’ | Goiera: Alexieff Oronoff Frederic Burt | 
Juvenile trade. A repertory of plays|tvan Koronsky... George Farre 
suited to younger minds is beme | Marion Robards Mi! tr iJ Fl rer 
presented, With “All” in fer qven- | Fee Reseets.........-.came ee 
Prissy M — } we? . Iardtir 
i The Livine R oO if nm Lawrenec ! 
we Soldiers, M Z ur 
ae ~~ - 
BEN HOLMES It is Improbable that thts m 
. If i? 
° ‘ ” 
Featured in “Gay Paree es th lds are ivy aga 
SECOND YEAR f 
> TI ra igu 
Happy New Year Pca : so “ents 
Direction Mr. J. J. Shubert lthe wife of a k intriguing but 
Ldevc ted busband Mm p 1 amid 








doesn’t look like money, 





60 OF 160 STOCKS 
LAID OFF LAST WEEK 


The pre-Xmas Week layoff allowed 
by Equity was taken advantage of 





by 60 per cent. of the operating 
dramatic stocks. This marks the 
largest number of layoffs in the 


stock division since Equity has been 
established. 


Despite the grip dramatic stock 
held early in the season most 
troupes, in spots for a season or 
more, are up against a tough prob- 
lem through inability to get proper 
bills which do their stuff at the box 
office. With careful “shopping” in 
vogue, patrons will buy neither un- 
known shows sneaked in for tryouts 
or short run stuff accredited trash 
by the cosmopolitan reviewers. The 
new arrangement has cut in keenly 
upon play brokers who previously 
grabbed up the lame ducks at a buy. 

On a check-up of 160 operating 
stocks, 60 laid off last week. 








Morosco as Garland 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

When Gerhold Davis takes over 
the Morosco Jan. 1, he will change 
its name to the Garland. The house, 
now running with $1 stock shows, 
will also switch to regular produc- 
tions at $1.50 top. 

The stock company now there, 
headed by Kay Hammond and John 
Litel, goes out two weeks after 
Christmas Day. Henry Schroeder, 
present manager, will remain. The 
theatre shuts down for repairs with 
the new regime due about February. 

The change in name is because 
Oliver Morosco has returned to the 
coast to produce and possibly take 
over a theatre which he would want 
to carry his name. 








M. & D.’s Waco Troupe 


© Dallas, Dec. 27. 


Following the disbanding of their) 
company at the Pantages, Fort} 
Worth, Meiklejohn and Dunn, local| 
stock producers, organized a new | 
company at Waco, Texas, opening | 
last week. 


They have leased the Orpheum 
there and will use most of the | 
members of the Fort Worth cast.| 
Top price at the present is 75 cents, | 
with 60-cent matinees Tuesday, 
Thursday, Saturday and Sunday. ! 
Cast is composed of Nancy Fair, 
Richard Lasalle, Robert Stone, 
Norma Leach, Allen Franklin, R 
Forester, Patsy Snowden 
Jeanne Houghton. 
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“Broadway” at Century 


“Broadway” will move from the 


Proadhurst to the Century Jan. 16 
| where it will ge presented inde! 7 
inite nder a cut rate plan a jsead 
f riy when attract 
r ea tn the larrve ho a after 
r mode ‘ } 
rn ‘ 

9 I r « t of tl if I 

t does not go for the ‘ 
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PLAYS OUT OF TOWN 


THE NEW MOON 


ten, that nobody in the audience has 
the least idea what the characters 
are talking about. The result is 
that certain ramifications of the 
plot, introductory stuff that should 
clear up events leading to the ac- 
tion, are either slurred or complete- 
ly lost. 

The story is laid in New Orleans 
in 1778, or in the waters of the 
Caribbean and a tropical coast, pre- 
sumably Florida. The action deals 
with a certain French aristocrat, 
Robert Misson, who, the program 
states, was an authentic and actual 
historical figure of the period 
Forced to flee the French court. 
he came to New Orleans and be- 


came an indentured servant in the 
mansion of a rich French ship 
owner, 


There is plenty of good swash- 
buckling, roistering, swaggering ro- 
mance in this material, but it must 
be rigidly combed and sharpened. 
Then, too, certain of the tableaux 
in the second act seem a little too 
pretentious to be realistically pre- 
sented, At least, they won sniggers 
the first night. The sea battle with 
the pirates, however, is quite a piece 
of mechanical ingenuity, and al- 
though it may not always ring true, 
it is Imaginative, spirited and novel 
and an entertaining stunt. It will 
be better, by the way, when some of 
the chorus boys get over their ap- 
parent fear of the guns they are 
supposed to fire, 

The comedy is another thing that 
must be regulated. There are a few 
sound and hearty laughs and some 
amusing scenes, but a lot of the 
humor is piffling and silly. It looks 


as if it would be better to have less 
comedy and have it funny. Rom- 
berg’s score is one of the best he 


has achieved because it has variety 
and a general high standard lacking 
in “Maryland,” “The Desert Song” 
and “The Love Call.” There is a 
stirring ensemble march number 
which compares favorably with the 
student choruses of “The Student 
Prince.” This one’s a natural and 
its reprise in the second act, splen- 
didly staged by Bobby Connolly, is 
one of the best pieces of chorus 
maneuvers geen here in several 
Seasoner. 


The men In the cast are general- 


ly better than the women. Robert 
Halliday lives up to his rep as the 
hero. He is a leading man with a 
sense of humor, William O'Neal 
helps him sing the “Shoulder to 
Shoulder” number with spirit and 


gusto, and createst a real character 


of his own, Lyle Evans, also 
possessing a voice, portrays a 
character role with some effective 
comedy William Wayne, who has 
most of the comedy, is uneven, but 
there is no denying his material 
handicap 
Desiree Tabor, leading woman, 
appeared to have bad cold opening 
| night. Her voice had range, but no 
warmth or richness She did give 
the role charm and beauty. Mar 
garet Irving, as the villainess, was 
able and attractive, and Marie Cal- 
lahan, as the tiny foil for Wayne, 
helped = the comedy end by her 
dancis and her mannerisn 
Esther Hioward, too strugeled 
n with a rather ineffect re 
ed i | th t p 
fory l i i > 
; ' owe a a 
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THE SILENT HOUSE 


Ih Ilphia, Dee. 37. 
“ ' uf The Silent Hous which opened 
Pm . vests afternoon at the Lyric, 
M n was not exactly what the adver- 
: te M isements and the advance notices 
Ce > aan ad indicated They called it a 
ur ¢ ‘ R desig } nystery play, and in reality it is 
Donald Oenslage Openel D 2 at the|a melodrama, pure and simple, of 
hestnut § Opera House old-fashioned school, but cork- 
; eee jing good entertainment throughout. 
Opened about a week too soon : . 
und offered the roughest and tough A logical descendant of the old 
est first night performance wit-| Drury Lane melos, it also recalls 
: } : neon ~ | William Gillette's Sherlock 
| nesse« here in several seasons, | a 
Neverthe] +} show ap] . to Holmes and is perhaps best com- 
ess ‘ 10 appears < 
have just about all the requisites of pared to “Bulldog Drummond the 
ee sie *. a |} thriller based on “Sapper's” novel 
a musical hit provided the produc w) } 4 E Matthews ap ~— a 
ers don't hesitate to pitch in and om Which A. & BAtwuews spe 
make some radical changes jabout seven years ago. It is done 
é _ a |with the suavity and polish that 
As it stands this successor to the English writers seem to have, in a 
same firm's “Desert Song” has an/ereater degree than Americans 
excellent score, some very capable | when it comes to making hair-rais- 
prin ipals and a production that for ing melos like this not only plaus- 
richness and color is not even sur-|jpje, but intensely real while the 
passed by “Show Boat,” “Golden| action is going on 
Dawn" and some of the season's | : ; 
other topnotchers peda this side dramatists are 
. gee. skilled in concocting mystery yarns 
It's the same old answer _of lwith the finger of guilt pointing to 
course; the book is the stumbling} first one and then another of the 
block. That and the comedy ele-| cast and in which all kinds of me- 
ment. The ultra-gorgeousness at | ¢ehanical tricks are used for effect. 
times submerges the story For th |The Silent House” is not this at 
first 20 minutes, for example, thers | all there is very little mystery in 
are so many people on the stage it, burt plenty of suspense, a hun- 
(all the women in voluminous hoop- | dred pulse-stirring moments and 
skirts, by the way, to increase the|q continual battle between the 
difficulty), the orchestration is so|/ forces of evil and the forces of 
loud and book is so diffusely writ- rood, 


Sinister Orientals slip quietly In 
and out of shadowy rooms, at the 
bidding of a “master mind,” who 
recalls our old friend Moriarity; af 
innocent enough looking butler 
turns out to be a tool of the vil- 
lains, a beautiful blonde heroine is 
held in the power of the evil-doers 
by the spell of hypnotism; a bold, 
but foolhardy hero blunders in 
places where he has no right to go, 
and finally he and the girl are im- 
prisoned in a room into which the 
villain turns a flood of deadly pois- 
onous gas. These are just a few 
of the gorgeously familiar trap- 
pings of melodrama possessed by 
“The Silent House,” but it should 
be said to the credit of James 
Brandon and George Pickett, the 
two Englishmen who wrote the 
piece, that they have made admir- 
able use of the old standbys and 
the result is that the play holds 
the interest. 

The story is of a certain Richard 
Winsford, who occupies a lonely 
and mysterious residence generally 
called “The Silent House.” One day 
he meets his Aeath, a bit strangely, 
through the falling of a plece of 
the coping on the front of his home, 
In his will he bequeaths to “his 





nephew the estate and also a for- 
tune in bonds, which, however, are 
missing and are believed to be hid- 
den in some secret chamber in the 
“silent house.” In addition, the de- 
ceased leaves a note warning the 
young man of a powerful and ter- 
rible enemy. There then ensucs & 
race between the nephew and the 
villain to find the missing bonds, 

The “master mind” proves to be a 
certain Dr. Chan-Fu, and it is he 
who almost kills the hero and the 
heroine in his gas chamber. 
Through the aid of a “silly ass,” 
friend of the hero’s and more par- 
ticularly by the assistance of a 
little Chinaman named Ho Fang, 
all comes out well in the end. 

The cast Is first rate throughout, 
as indeed it has to be to keep the 
illusion of a wild melo like this. 
Clark Silvernall is the monosyllabic 
Ho Fang and he gives a delightful 
performance in every respect. 
Howard Lang, remembered fron? 
that other thriller, “The Monster,” 
plays the villainous Dr. Chan-Fu, 
who deserjbes_ #0 glowingly to the 
prospective vittims the death they 
are to experience. His genial pic- 
ture to the poor heroine in which 
he pictures her eyeballs falling from 
their sockets, her tongue dropping 
out and her hair burned to the 
roots by his deadly gas is a classic 
in creepiness. 

Dodd Meehan is an agreeable 
young hero and a regular he-man 
throughout. Philip Cunningham, 
Jr. handles the “silly ass” part 
with ease and infectious humor. 
Catherine Dale Owen, the only 
woman in the cast, is a beautiful 











and pathetic heroipe and handles 
her few emotional scenes with 
rather more gubtiety than one 
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Can’t Go Wrong 
—VARIBTY 


FRANK 


MITCHELL 


Jack 
DURAN. 
“iT THE DECK” 


*TH BIG WEEK LURIE, 
‘ 6 SAWN FRANCIS co 


“Sure Fire. 


Roys.” 


T 











ee ee ne 


PATIOS 














o 


Se a Dey 





gee ere 


: + ; 


f 


A UN he SA NR GEO TR PLAIEI LIN OE 


= - ees Fn Sew we 























{ 
Se 2 

| 

’ 

& 

> 

1 

| 
| - 


_VaRess 


46 


would expect in a play of this kind | 
Clifford Stork burly and brutal 
as. «€Clhtthe)~—6UlUtreacherous butler, and | 
Wallace House is dark ind forbid- 
ding as a henchman of Chan-fu 

- ‘ t S 7 th fir ‘ tw ) ‘ ‘ 
ure all legitimate and guaranteed | 
to tingle the average spine Thos ' 
n the last t have just a tra 
the ridiculous, but no one seems| 
o mind. even when the villain| 
meets death by putting his | 
1and into a panel in which a deadly | 
snake is coiled | 

The lay has been admirably | 
staged, and should be able to make 
1 go of it if people still are thrilled | 
yy “Treasure Island” and “Sher- | 
iock Holmes,” and are willing to} 
eave cold logic outside. It was a] 
ery real hit in London, but then} 
London is warmer to this type of 
lay thon we are Waters. | 

aa | 
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Straight ‘Thru the Door 

‘niladelphia, Dec. 27. 

William Hodge's latest vehicle, 
first called “The Man at Home,” 1s 
attractine excellent business at the 
Adelphi theatre here, but it cer- 
tainly must be on the strength of 
the personal drawing power of the 
star, 

As a play. this one is about the 
weakest of the seven Mr. Hoége has 
written for himself, althouh not 
quite as talky as “For All of Us.” 


Last year's p “The Judge's Hus- 


lay, 

band.” did have a few dramatic 
punches, but this one depends al- 
most entirely on the star's well- 
known drawl, his  sugar-coated 
preachments and his interpolation, 
‘nto his play of details of his own 
life. 


“Through the Door” is said to 
have been inspired by the fire that 
lestroyed his home in Connecticut, 
ir rather by his experiences in re- 
uilding that home. The three acts 
lisclose the house in various stages 
ff completion, and among the char- 
cters are an architect, a contractor 
nd several workmen. The author 
i_ppears to be talking straight from 
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the heart when he pays his respects 
to the time wasting and dill-dally- 
ing of such jobs, but just what con- 
nection all this } to do with the 
play, it is hard to see 
Then murder is suddenly intro 
luced rhe contractor — hes 
throug h an open doorway, sh by i 
ym or persons unknown Hode 
is the owner of the property, is ac- 
cuse: i, and there is a slight attempt 
to make Straight Through the 
| Door” a mystery play This, how- 
ever, is an abortive effort, and to 
help eke out his three acts Mr 
Hodge introduces a_ siren (just 
about as unfamiliar in his plays 
as the murder was), who tries to 
break up the ouse-builder’s do- 
mestic happiness. Since the house- 
builder is Hodge himself, however, 
it is easy to figure that her of- 
forts do not meet with much suc- 
cess, and in the end, when he has 


been cleared of the murder charge, 


he suggests to the vamp that she 
alter a date she has with him for 
a breakfast in her Greenwich Vil- 


| lage apartment and include his wife 
in the invitation. Whereupon she 
declares sweetly that she had al- 


ready decided on that very thing. 


Whether or not the Hodge fans 
will like the shooting, is very much 
of a question. A couple of people 


were heard by 
decided 

These 
will like 


this rev 
objection. 
same Hodge fans 

the idea of a 
written about their favorite’s new 
country home, and they will like 
even more the introduction of three 
children, who are obviously intend- 
ed to represent Mr. Hodge's own 
youngsters. In his scenes between 
father and children, the author-star 
waxes philosophic and kindly and 
dryly humorous as of yore, and 
these scenes will seem to the habit- 
ual theatregoer just about the last 
word in naive humor. 

The performances just about par- 
allel the play. Mr. Hodge himself 
does seem a bit more like the star 
of “The Man from Home,” than he 
has in recent vehicles, but some of 


iewer to take 


however, 
play being 





PLAYERS IN LEGITIMATE DIRECT ORY 





FAY 


ADLER and BRADFORD 


Featured Dancers with 
“THE MERRY MALONES” 


Erlanger, New York 


FLO BROOKS 


FRITZIE. DEVERE 
in 
MANHATTAN MARY 
APOLLO, NEW YORK 





BOBBIE TREMAINE 


Featured Danoer in 


“Just Fancy” 
Casino Theatre, New York 


SARAH EDWARDS 


Character Contralto Comedienne 


——— 


“THE MERRY MALONES” 


el 





Erlanger, New York 


FAIRCHILD and RAINGER 


FEATURE PIANISTS 


Exclusive Victor and Ampico 
“ZIEGFELD FOLLIES” 
New Amsterdam, New York 


Direction LOUIS SHURR 








JEANETTE MacDONALD 


FEATURED IN 





“SWEET DADDY” 





HARRY 


McNAUGHTON 
“ZIEGFELD FOLLIES” 


NEW AMSTERDAM THEATRE 
New York City 


Representative—Louis Shure 


GARDINER HART 


JUVENILE 
Pacific Coast Company 
“HIT THE DECK” 
Lurie, San Francisco 





CECIL CLEO 


LEAN and MAYFIELD 


Starring in 
“ALLEZ-OOP" 
GARRICK, PHILADELPHIA 


ELIZABETH MURRAY 


Featured With 
“SIDEWALKS OF NEW YORK” 
New York 
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MARIE SAXON 


CARE VARIETY, NEW YORK 





POLLY WALKER 


as 
MOLLY MALONE 
in 
“THE MERRY MALONES” 


| snbatenniasianlaitliadaniol 


CLEO PERGAIN 


PREMIERE DANSEUSE 
with 
GEORGE M. COHAN’S 
“MERRY MALONES"” 


DOROTHY WHITMORE 


Prima Donna Comedienne 


“THE MERRY MALONES” 





Erianger, New York 





JACK WHITING 


Featured in 


. “SHE'S MY BABY” 


| 


NANCY WELFORD 


Starring in 


“TWINKLE, TWINKLE” 
PACIFIC COAST TOUR 





Erlanger’s, New York 
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| th the others are very bad. Francesca 
Hill is satisfactory as the siren. and 
Emil Hoch acceptable as the con- 
| tweoeers but Nicholas Joy, as the 
| architect; Carol Perin, as the wife, 
land the younger actors who play 
ithe children and their friends are 
lall pretty amateurish; and William 
| Cullen, as the detective, although 
he gets his laughs from a certain 
part of the audience, is a stage) 
stage “bull.” 

But what's the use of more about 


a Hodge play? His admirers will 
undoubtedly go to see this one as 
they have the others, even though 


they may object to the aforemen- 
tioned features, and the rest will 
stay away. That's a foregone con- 
clusion, Waters. 


WILBUR 


Paterson, N. J., Dec. 21 
Comedy 


=> 





“DESERT SONG” LEAVING 

“The Desert Song,” scheduled to 
have ieft New York in the fall, will 
finally depart from the Imperial for 
Philadelphia on Jan. 7. 

The operetta has played the 
Casino, Century and Imperial dur- 
ing its Manhattan run. 





Tyler’s All-Star “Diplomacy” 


George Tyler is readying an all- 
star revival of “Diplomacy,” for 
Broadway in February. 

Margaret Anglin has been en- 
gaged, 


——= 


AHEAD AND BACK 


John P. Toohey will take over 
the press work of Brady & Wiman, 
commencing Jan. 1. 

Basil Broadhurst is ahead of 


‘Ob 
Johnny,” Louis I. Isquith’s new mu- 
sical comedy. He is the son of 


George Broadhurst, the playwricht. 





Kitty Loew, Full Treas. 


Kitty Lowe, assistant treasurer 
of the Shubert, has been made 
treasurer of the Cosmopolitan, New 


York, 














in three acts by Anne Morrison 
Peter Toohey Based on a 
short stories by Toohey Pre- 
in a stock try-out by Geneen’s Art 
under direction of P. E. McCoy, 
Paterson, N. J., Dec. 19 


and John 
series of 
sented 
Players 
at the Lyceum, 





The author of “Pigs” has made 
out Toohey's stories a pleasing 
little comedy of American home life. | 
It has an appeal of youth that is} 
flameless, but real and offers the 
amusement afforded by the compli- 
cations of youth and middle-age in- 
volved in finance and love. 

While home from college with a 
fraternity brother, Wilbur Jones en- 
gages in a poker game and loses! 
money. To pay this he sells his 
father’s ear while his dad is away 
He has also fallen in love with a 
local actress. Alarmed, his mother 
calls his father back and gets him 
to keep Wilbur's date with the act- 
ress and forbid her to see Wilbur 
again. To do this, the elder Jones 
has to break an engagement with a 
Mr. Jackson, from whom he hopes 
to get business. 

A note arrives from Mrs. Jackson 
asking the Jonses to meet her niec: 
the actress, and Mrs. Jones goes on 
a desperate search to apologize 
Finally Jackson arrives at the house 
to meet his niece who has forgiven 
the Jonses, but before Jones can 
straighten things out he assaults 
the purchaser of his car, whom he 
takes to be a thief and goes to jail 
after Wilbur has admitted his fault. 
Wilbur manages to straighten it all 
out. 

The play suffered from poor pro- 
duction. Although it is not-sophis- 
tidate it has many subtitles, which 
were quite lost. It was miscast her: 
probably because it calls for types 
which were not available. Ann 
Merrick, as the actress, stood out 
with a good performance. 

“Wilbur” needs some rewriting, 
as is natural, and possibly a 
stronger love interest would help. If 
properly done by it should enjoy 
a moderate success and be in long 
demand by stock companies and 
amateurs. Austin. 


of 





OH, JOHNNY 


Montreal, Dec. 24. 





Musical comedy presented by Louis Is- 
quith and Joseph S. Klein. Music and 
book by James Stanley Royce, lyrics by 
J. Keirn Brennan and James Stanley 
Royce. Dances by Raymond Perez, book 
staged by author. Opened Montreal Dec. 12. 
WEIRO, cc cccoscsbecscoces ++--Shirley Lyons 
Geraldine Allison..... aceeee Marga Waldron 
Richard Hathaway........... Joe McCallion 
Mrs. Ann Allison.......0. Frances HElailliday 
Christopher Cutting........James Marshall 
Jonathan Walker... .ccccccecss Lorin Raker 
Dr. Carstairs .Sir John Dunn 
CDs coos cdseesenctéeceade Jack Bedford 
Gen. Jonathan Walker....Robert Lawrence 
Mrs. General Walker............ Lida Kane 


see eeeeeeee 


There's nothing in this to set the 
Hudson on fire, but with only 16 re- 
hearsals before opening here, and 
with another couple of weeks be- 
fore New York -lebut, it should, by 
then be in shape for a fair run. 
While other musical shows in town 
won't know it’s arrived, it should 
get a lIKtle of the loose cash if it 
opens at the Ambassador as at 
present scheduled. 

One set serves for all three acts. 
Voices are only fair. C®frorus needed 
a lot more snap, but will be better 
by the time it reaches Broadway. 
Music is the best part of the show. 











Lorin Raker shades the balance 
of cast and makes an efficient com- 
edy lead. Frances Halliday, oppo- 
site Raker, knows her job. Joe Mc- 
Callion, juvenile lead, pairs nicely 
with Marga Waldron, both in good 
enough voice. Miss Gibson, not 


listed in cast, has two or three good 
lanees 

Nothing expensive about this one 
but may be good enough to get by 
in a modest way. 


NEW PLAY DOWNTOWN 


“Paradise For Two" (Yiddish), 
| musical comedy, co-starring Aaron 














| Lebedoff and Samuel Goldenberg, 
succeeds “A Night in California,” at | 
the National, downtown, New York, 


week of Dec. 23. 
Cast includes Jacob Jacobs, Buela | 
Mizner, Betty Jacobs,.Max Willner 
and Yetta Zwirling. 
Authors are Alexander Olshanet- 
zky and William Siegel. 





Short Staging “Kies” 
Hassard Short will stage the mu- 


sical version of “A Kiss im the 
| Taxi” 





| ZIEGFELD 5; i 


| AWALLS 





for the Shuberts. } 
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Theatre 
W. 424 Bt. 


Wednesday & Saturday 2:15 
LAST 2 WEEKS 


Ziegfeld Follies 
with Eddie Cantor 


Music & Lyrics hy IRVING BERLIN 


NEW AMSTERDA 


Pop. Mats. 





6th Av. & 62d St 
Mats. Thurs. & Sat. 


“SHOW BOAT” 


The All-American Musical Comedy * 
Adapted from the novel by Fdna Ferber 
Music by Jerome Kern—Lyrics by Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2nd, with a Distinguished 

Cast of American Players 


AND 150 GLORIFIED GIRLS 





42nd Street. 


Theatre, West 
LYRIC Matinees Wea. and Sat. 


“RIO RITA’ 


ZIEGFELD PRODUCTION 
384 SEATS AT $1.00 

BELASCO "visis “inte 2 0 

9TH MONTH 


VINCENT YOUMANS’ Iaternational Success 


HIT THE DECK 


with LOUISE GROODY 
KNICKERBOCKER #,."*7 & 33th St. 


Evgs. 8:15 Sharp, Mats. Wed. % Bat, ¢: “15 t — 
CHARLES DILL INGHAM presents 
AMERICA’S GREATEST COMEDIENNE 


RAY DOOLEY 


in EDDIE DOWLING’S New Musical Comedy 


SIDEWALKS of NEW YORK 


Supported by 104 Musical Comedy Artists 


19 Thea., W. 44 St. PEN 7963 
ERLANGER’S Dir. A. L. Erlanger 
Eves. 8:30. Matinees Wed. & Sat., 2:30 


THE GREATEST LAUGHING SONG 
AND DANCE SHOW ON BARTH 


The MERRY MALONES 


with GEORGE M. COHAN 


and 150 DANCING COMEDIANS 
376 GOOD SEATS AT $1.10 


THE SHANNONS 


OF BROADWAY 


with JAMES and LUCILE GLEASON 


NO RAISE 
[IN PRICES 





Thea., W. 44th St. an 8:30. 
. 2:30. 














MARTIN BECK Theatre «i: 5." 
Eves. 8:30. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30, 
VANDERBILT Thea., W. 48th St. Evs. 


8:30 Mts. W. & S., 2:30 

Lew Fields and Lyle D. Andrews Present 

THE MUSICAL COMEDY SUPREME 
MARK TWAIN’S 


“A Connecticut Yankee” 


Adapted by 
ROGERS and HART 
Thea., 124 W.43d St. ‘Bys 
Henry Miller’ S x ‘30. Mats. Thurs, & Sat. 
GEORGE M, COHAN Presents 


G rant Mitchell 


in The Laugh Sensation 


“The Baby C oon 


EXTRA MAT. JAN. 2 


FIELDS, 








ANEW 
JOHN 
GOLDEN 
SUCCESS 
with Muni Wisenfrend 
By Dana Burnet and George Abbett 


Theatre, 58th St. 
John GOLDEN East of Broadway 
Eves. 8:30. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30 





JANE COWL 


m 
“The Road to Rome” 
Playhouse if. "Sise wea a's: 


Bran 
8.30. Mats. Wed. & Sat, 2.80 
Gxtra Holiday Mat. Mow Years, Mea, Jas. 


A. L. ERLANGER presents 


FRANK CRAVEN 


in His New Comedy 


The 19th HOLE 


- COHAN THEA., Bway, 43d St. 


Mats. Wed., Sat., 2:30. 





“Blithely blood-curdling.” 
—Herald Tribune. 
HORACE LIVERIGHT Presents 
New York’s Newest Shudder 


DRACULA 


FULTON yt wed Gn 
BILTMORE Frou Sick Tam 


“‘Lovely— Rad iant—G lowinoe—Charming.''— Mirror. 


Billie Burke 
in THE MARQUISE 


with ARTHUR BYRON and 
REGINALD OWEN 


HAMMERSTEIN’S / 


Tel. 


46th St. 
and Sat., 2.30 








By & 53 st. 
8: 30. Mts. 
Columbus 8380 





— 
Wed. & Sat 


Arthur Hammerstein's Music Drama 


“GOLDEN DAWN” 


Presenting LOUISE HUNTER 


45 > St., W. of Bway. Eva. 
PLYMOUTE 23) SSsate 


Thur. & Sat 
‘a Holiday Matine 
Now Year's Day, Mon., Jan. 2 


ARTHUR HOPKINS Presents 


URLESQUE 


A Comedy by George Manker 
Watters and Arthur Hopkins 














The Theatre Guild Presents 


PORGY 


REPUBLIC Thea., W. 42d. Evs., 8:40 


Matinees Wed. and Sat. 


Theatre Guild Acting Co. 
in Bernard Shaw’s Comedy 














The Doctor’s Dilemma 
GUILD Tiss: Thurs’*e "sac, Vite 
MARK hat 7 

STRAND "Mr. 


BILLIE DOVE 


GILBERT NOAH 
ROLAND BEPRY 
in the 


“LOVE MART” 


EDDIE ELKINS & Orchestra 
Mark Strand Symphony Orchestra 





WILLIAM FOX —> 
presents the 


"pee xe SUNRISE 


with Symphonic Movietone Accompaniment 


BY tee” F. W. MURNAU 


Director 
with GEORGE As BRIEN & JANET GAYNOR 
HEAR and SEE 
MUSSOLINI—THE VATICAN CHOIR 
on The Movietone, and 

Ti FOX MOVIETONE NEWSREEL 
Thea., 42d St., W. of Bway 
imes Square Twice Dally, 2:30 & 8:30 


50th St. 


Tth Ave. and Direction 
of S 


Undet? Personal 
Willi : L mes ro (Roxy) oe 
tlm ox ‘é > 
Presents Silk Legs 
with MADGE BELLAMY 
“CINDERELLA’—OLD ENGLISH 
CHRISTMAS CAROL—“BALLET 


OF THE TOYS”’—“THE 
ADORATION” 
Roxy Symphony Orchestra of 110 


APITOL 


troadway at Silst St 
Doors open at 11:45 A. M 


MARION DAVIES. 
in “Quality Street 


an M-G-M Picture 
with CONRAD NAGEL 
On the Stage “Amas Kevels’’ 
Featuring Capitolians, Chester Hale 
Girls, Kochetowsky, Wm. Robyn 
Capitol Grand Orchestra 








Bree NTT A PHONE erm 
WARNED THEATRE S20 RPOSs tS 


— 





tall 














—s 











_ —— 


Wednesday, December 28, 1927 ) 7 M U S I: C ie Pe VARIETY 47 


INSIDE STUFF Al Shor’s Symphony | Orcheatra Dates Gross’ Test on Own Stuff 


Busts Chi Stage Band mee the f Mi i 
ON MUSIC g naan S te on issed Out on Dise 
eee Chica I é . new ¢ , hal or , 
_ ros - : Al Short will return 1 mone Detroit tering t . t. M Gross has made a Victor 
The American Negro spiritual and the American Indian mus - >. . ' : : ~ and 
some day—perhaps 25 year s trom now be woven into he rea f lire lan 99 Short left o} | } ’ a an 4 a & . . P P i said 
music ol this country. Phat is the opinion Kugene Goossens Coonevs a uta ye ' t ? > } I 
ductor of the Rochesterz Philharmonie Orchestra ind guest conduct sha | . Mor ; ' Ind , ex- 
here recently of the St. Louis Symphony Or stra 7 re is new has } n in Atla a . 4 ‘ M ns \ t | I : . his 
urge toward national expression in music sweeping through the rank Short’s return to the Ca . °7 in the Eevyptian room of t ‘ — — 
. . - 1 : He gaan = : it Hotel I l ille for six 
_y rer co sers > inks hw — _ ntation tnt near 4 os i . ' ‘ A P ; 
of the younger om pose rs, he thinh Which wi one dav cry ; into n inoa hange Oo pol a wee] Mann will then make a , Victor objected to : whose” 
the first real school of American musik this country has known. | house A 30-piece symphony «1 f thern tat in } \ tiat loi G s 
j : ‘ x l ‘ ) ~ es ai ~ nev Le Oraing ATLUSt us rrus: 
Goossens says he has been an apostle of the modern trend of music ever | chestra will be installed in the pit bus. wu h carries the entire M ’ s va 
wee his ical car page 7a : ™ brogue, feeling it not in Unison with 
since he vegan is musica career as a conductor in London. with a combination stag+ band of org? t n } - 
- = its business ethics Gross s 
“In each of my programs,” he said, “I have always made it a point | eccasions fhe house is now er ’ } . “ ~ 
‘ . “ae . ; however, has not heer definitely 
» include some of the modern compositions. . ' cople arejtirely stage band. Husk O'Hare a) 
tc nod position Cultured people iré . ’ be. Meyer Davis Heavy Date icted upon 
interested in the newest paintings and the newest books, and shouldn't Present conductor, will be out Other li ti ised 
. : ~ } ther alae. cians ive use 
they likewise know about the newest music? ae. ope “ ngton, Dec. 2% ( material on t rds. but 
‘ } ‘ ‘ . cross i ? i ‘ hie rece c ) 
“I enjoy dancing tremendously, and there is nothing I like better than DUMONT WITH W C Meyer Davis w personally COR-/ ere io a vast market for it i 
to dance to some bit of entrancing jazz. But jazz has its place—and . . SUCK & fO-plece Orchestra At G PFi-\| ..eesfully made by the creater of 
its place is certainly not in the concert halls. America has for ten anitienne on © party to be given for _th®|..wise Baby” a..1 “Loule Dot Dr -* 
: : , aughter ohn ; ime iors >. : came 
years been the dumping ground for the influences and artistic tendencies Adolphe Dumont has been ap-. —a f John Zimmerman, | ; 


; : 7 wealthy igineer 1 Phils lia | 
of the whole world—now this country has all it meeds of European | pointed general musical director for ay seen, Me Pane 


. . . : : ' on Ne v c S « t ra! 
culture and has the background of her own national distinctions. She| West Coast theatres. He left New Thi yy. ~ ‘ : , : HEIDT ORCHESTRA IN FRISCO 
> — . , is Ss lieved t , the iargest 
should go on alone now and produce for herself original things along | York last week to take : . =e 


up his new 


‘ . 3 io leq 97 
. ” orchestra ever employed for such Los Angeles, Dec. 27, 
musical lines. duties. an occasion. | Horace Heidt and his orchestra, 
_ | Dumont had charge of this work | formet University of Southern 
DeSylva, Brown and Henderson is making music history in other|for the Publix circuit, also direct- 


ND California students, and now play- 
direction when, for the first time, eight different songs from one musical |ing the stage prologs now being ROMA I AT NEW HOUSE ing at the California in Berkeley, 
show, “Good News,” will be individually exploited, with as many dance | used as opening features and shir- | D . Los Angeles, ye. SNe ire going to be shifted to the St. 
orchestrations issued for the same production. As a rule, five dance |ing honors with the house orches- | 10n ~ naan see - not Cari - Francis, San Francisco, Jan. 12. 
| } ; > us i “eC r at . 
arrangements of show tunes has been the top, but the general tuneful- | tras. BOF, 1 The MUMCR! Girecter At te! 
“ stage at , ; oa a new United Artists theatre which | 

ness of the DeS-B-H score threatens to exceed their sensational “Scan- ne : 
peel pti tgp ert }opens this week 

s : é year. Hallett on Broadway Romandi has been with Fanchon 











; P ee — :| leayv y are New 
on the Albany-Troy road, and previous to that had appeared at other Last winter and several seasons | !€ ave from the Paramount, New 
; oe peel . ‘ before that Hallett played at Rosge-| York, next month, when he treks 
amusement resorts in the Capitol district. He was the first in the anita « iti the Arcadia. fur-| West to manipulate various B. &. K 
section to introduce the novelty of dancing in the crowd while playing | ,; ae Spee a , . ace 


— | an . P . 

Frank E. Graves (King Jazz), leader of one of the best known dance} Mal Hallett and his orchestra re- b-4 es ah a: bond — = | When ene 
orchestras in the Albany (N. Y.) district, has recently been giving his |‘¥' to Broadway at Roseland ball- Ieee se inane rad. rag > we Reng 
version of the heart-broken Clown Theme. While his wife was dying of |T00™ Jan. 16 as the anniversary fith road oh ws = joa 
tuberculosis and his seven-year-old boy was gravely ill with pneumonia |#ttraction, Louis J. Brecker, Rose- |“), oanien te the sew U. A hor a} 
he played and clowned nightly for holiday merrymakers, who never | /@"d’s managing director, is paying Seesn the aweend i DD oh, tbnng —s . 
dreamed what the smiling violinist was suffering. His wife, who was ee a nn —_ — ee -” i sia ya igi Meet All Your Friends 
only 27 years of age, has just passed away. , ‘ niversary booking hereto- 

The Ae is still in serious condition. Graves had recently moved into fore alloted to Jean Goldkette’s JESSE TREKKING WEST , | at the 
a new home. The past summer his orchestra played at Midcity Park, orchestra. Jesse Crawford will be absent on | 


Golden Inn 




























































































ve ; vents ther up Broadway. organs for three weeks. 
a violin, using an illuminated bow. Hallett completes his winter tour Mrs, Crawford will remain the a me 
a en through Pennsylvania one-nighters| Soloist at the Publix Manhattan | M &P f A 
‘ ’ and in vaudeville for the Amal- | house, ISSISSIPPI acl Ic vs. 
Art Kahn In B klyn for | gamated. | Crawford opens his short tour at Where 
9 “ | the Chicago, Jan, 9. bd 
| 4 Mos. at $1,000 W’kl a) | | Miss BABETTE 
& ' > 4 Y| Jack Benny Alone Again. | 18S 
Art Kahn opens Dec. $1 at the] | po” pang-less* is now HEIDT’S NEW CONTRACT | Presents Nightly 
2 ; a P mica ee " single-ing a Orpheum B et Los Angeles, Dec. 27. | ? 
66 99 orchestra leader and master 0 . OO cas ar, Horace Heidt and his collegiate DAN HEALY’S REVUE 
SILVER BELL ceremonies. The Chicago m. ¢., who sae gente — rp Pc reagete . Bernie) | orche stra, playing at the California | 
played eight years between the a wrth ng 4 ee pay ave es “ theatre, Berkeley, has signed to | (Staged and Produced by 
Senate and the Harding for Lubli- , " OSE = one | remain in the West Coast Theatre, Dan Heal ) 
ner & Trinz, Chicago, is in Brook- ee rs to neste oy | ton Sold. estths y 
lyn, at $1,000 a week for a guaran- th ang oe -— es aFe rotund at | The contract is for six months 
Played.by teed four-month run with options. ree metropolitan phonograph | after March 1 when the old agree- | JACK WHITE 
Edward L. Hyman, the Brooklyn stand. ment expires. Th 
Strand’s managing director, is put- ee - --- : ( e Baron) 
He ting in a WOR wire to broadcast| COAST ORGANIST CHANGE KEMP AT MANGER : 
; en = Make Reservations Now for 
from the theatre’s own studio, with Los Angeles, Dec. 27. ial Kemp and hie Universit f - 
f‘ahn as the radio feature Herb Kern, organist at the Met- agree Mines rtten in ty She New Year's Eve 
WITH Ka , Minty . , ropolitan rato aaeihtiene te + B a | South Carolina orchestra opens Dec. 
: . : J —_——_—__————_—- —— > an, hec 1e LOu- | og . : ic tiie Rn , 
Phil Spitalny s Victor levard this week, taking the place | 2 at the qo ees oy ae ont 
. 2 . os “a : cn . = | Kemp is a Brunswick recorder an ae i 
Recording Orchestra Canned Music Deal = oe Ann Leaf who went into) succedes Irwin Abrams at the hotel. | 
5 e et. . 
Present Engagement, Buffalo,N.Y. The Robert Morton Organ Co. has The chanes wee made at a last ny 
tNew Illus. 1928° Catalog FREE arranged to take over exclusive dis- | minute with neither Kern nor Miss Goldkette’s Ballrooms 
tribution of the. Magnolia, a me-| peat prepared to do specialties no ; Detroit, Dec. 27. 
The BACON BANJO CO., Inc. chanical instrument playing records | their "Gamnaniiee See gg the Jean Goldkette’s National Amuse- | — 
> GROTON, CONN. and designed for theatres. week, ‘ ment Corp., which now functions | § 
This instrument is primarily in- = as the general booking centre of | } A Natural Vocal 
—————— ——— —|tended to furnish musical accom- Creager in Brooklyn for Run Goldkette’s activities, has acquired | ° 
paniment in the smaller picture Willie Creager and his band open|*®¢ Edgewater Park Ballroom here | and Dance Hit 
os ji - theatres, although it is adaptable to|at Loew’s Melba, Brooklyn, Jan. 16 under its management. Goldkette | » 
In An Oriental Garden any size house. for a run. The Creager band. will also opened a new large ballroom Making Good on its Merits 
Fox-Trot (also for Band) _ change programe bi-weekly. in Kansas City, the Pla-Mor, with 4 
‘“ . oan 99 ’ ; tte be : 
One Night of Love In Spain Colored Bands for Proms ? — besere — Soe Bs “RAIN” 
“Wake Up With a Smile” A feature of the season is the HERE AND THERE Query Moving to Bermuda 
Fox-Trot popularity of a colored ono a a Edmund J. Query left as director 
for college proms. Fletcher en- of tk -hestra ¢ I ,w Roch- 
“Tr: e ° ” , : : . : Alex Grant and Sid Gr: nt, broth- D 1e ore Stra at the new och | 
Lingering Lips dersons’ twelve-piece is in demand, ers, are managing the aed» ana| ester theatre. He will go to the 
ox- or its “hot” music catching the fancy Ghisawe queuthesy fer Bibo Bloeden | Hotel Ipverourie, Pudget, West 
All Special Arrangements of the collegiate steppers. Hender- & Lane, muse sublichers. Bermuda, for the winter. 
son’s unit furnished the music last ° ~ 
a a eae ee 
more soiree at Union College. N Terk ts ith a. : 
1595 Broadway, New York Henderson has played at Yale,|; ow 55, Bow with the oxy | 
: ioe q}theatre. Herzberg will handle thé | 
Ask Any Ace Orchestra Leader Dartmouth, Amherst, Brown and| aio programs as he did at the| 
Princeton promenades, Capitol 
~ RENOWNED FOR ITS FRENCH CUISINE AND PASTRY | The Chez Helen Morgan, New | 
9 York, is starless this week unti) | ORGANIST 
Helen Morgan returns for the holi- | 
P { RO i : at oy days with “Show Boat” Yvette | RIVIERA THEATRE, OMAHA, NEB. 
‘ Rugel 
' 


concluded her engagement 
] 


145 WEST 45th ST.. NEW YORK here REPORTS “MARVELOUS RESULTS” 


Johnny Dunn, colored, whe WITH OUR NEW BALLAD HIT 
Pirolle’s Special Table D’hote Dinner, $1.25 Sunday—Noon to 9 P. M.| band played for the late Florenc: 


LUNCHEONS SPECIAL DISHES DAILY POPULAR PRICES) Mills during her tour abroad 


. —— in New York as an act. 3 3 
Dion Voorhees wil! have his o 

T chestra featured with the Joe Cook 
HARRY ALBER musical, “Rain or Shine” (Jone * 


DIRECTING & Green). Voorhees is the C: PUBLISHED BY 
lumbia recording artist and feature 


MEYER DAVIS’ of the Columbia Broadcasting S: FORSTER, MUSIC PUBLISHER, Inc. 
CARLTON HOTEL ORCHESTRA ant ABE OLMAN, Prof. Manager - - 505 Woods Bldg., CHICAGO 


(WASHINGTON’S MOST EXCLUSIVE HOTEL) ae df ag" 2 
maker, Inc., music pub! ers 























“Those Sensational Character and Ballroom Dancers” 


TED WEEMS coca [MARINO and MONA 


f 

H 
Adelphi Philadelphia roo! eaturing Their New Creation, “THE DEVIL DANG! 
Err Holtz no longer ir Four Seasons, Villa Venice, Chicago; 24 Consecutive Weeks, M 
i-* if J 4 - ‘ , « 


| = Consecutive eek Kit Kat Club, Chie oan, Kouge, 
and HIS ORCHESTRA PE rae Chicago; 22 Weel j “dere 


fhe Only Team Ever Held Over at Castle Farm Cincinnati 























Saxxy Holswortl wi f Held Over, Addison Hotel, Detroit 
NOW HOTEL MU EHLEBACH - - - KANSAS CITY, MO led an orchestra ' Now Appearing at NIXON CAFE, PITTSBURGH 
—— — » : . Pa be ae Would Like to Hear From Furopean Managers 
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_RADIO-—NIGHT: CLUBS 














? am \fsns notte 
(From Chicago to Pacific Coast) 
By W. B. McCLARAN 
(Variety’s Correspondent at Grand Rapids) 
Graud Rapids, Dec. 26 jair and then follow through with 
rie] ‘ ; — is ~~ | : ‘dings of some of the hot 
With Christmas just over we| Some record 
can't forget that radio is more than| >i® tow A —. ry Me Rhee 
a plaything. Many kiddies and as they i> “~ pd ete he ‘Sid 
many families received Christmas otal og a hi: band played a 
cheer from one of the many radio oe ri aot en Be the ately 
Christmas trees throughout the . ' 


United States which acted as @ 
clearing house for folk’s expression 
of charity at this season of the 
year. 

Smaller Eastern Stations 


Eastern stations have been quite 
consistent of late. Some little fel- 
jos have been heard quite often. 
WLBX at Long Island City is get- 
ting to be a nightly visitor, WGCP 
at Newark also, and WBBC at 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and WWRL at 
Woodside, L. I. WRBAL at Balti- 


more is often heard and so is 
WABC when she can pound 
through the mess down in that 
neighborhood. 


Poor Judgment 
Seems like it’s poor business to 
put a small town orchestra'on the 














AVERN 
A CHOP HOUSE 
OF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


——— East of Broadway ——— 





ings showed how bad Sid's 


band was. 
Real Guitarists 

Paul and Fred Wagner, steel 
guitarists, who are heard several 
times a week over station WBAP 
at Fort Worth, are liked by the 
people in this section. And then 
the announcer always tells you how 
nice and warm the weather is down 


just 


there. It all helps to make living 
up here unsatisfactory. 
Katz Again 

Katz and His Kittens have been 

located at Dallas, where he is be- 

ing heard over KRLD, This band, 

and it’s a good one, used to be 


heard from WMAQ, Chicago, 
the Rainbo Gardens. 


Nicel 
Heard something the other night 
never heard before and pretty nice. 
Announcer at WFAA, Dallas, don't 
know his name, in signing off said, 
“Goodnight Everybody; Goodnight 
Mother.” It sort of got us, 
What They Eat 
KMA at Shenandoah, Ia., is on 
the air. again with a complete line 
of groceries and meats, Too bad 
this station doesn't get into New 
York Cjty. At any rate you can 
tell what the folks out in that dis- 
trict are going to have for Sunday 
dinner by what they purchase F'ri- 
day nights. 
Mixed 


KOIL at Council Bluffs with the 
State Fiddlers Convention. Old 
fashioned music and plenty of it, 
but likeable. WEBQ at Harris- 
burg, DL, a 15-watter, with pro- 
grams in just about the same 
caliber. WGBF at Evansville, Ind., 
with the orchestra from Decatur 


“from 


College and apologizing for it. Not 
organized long. Very evident. 
KVOO at Bristow, Okla., offer- 


ing Dude Bristow and his orches- 
tra playing a very cautious line of 
music. WHO with Phil Bricks and 
his Yorke Tea Room orchestra. 
Nice band. Mona Motor Oil Twins 
from KMOX, St. Louis, always 
good, 








LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 








| IRVING AARONSON | 
And HIS COMMANDERS 


Exclusively Victor 
Care Variety, New York 


“TOMMY CHRISTIAN | 


And His Orchestra 








Dir. Arthur Sptzzi Agency, Inc. 
1560 Broadway, New York 








VINCENT LOPEZ ||; 
And His ORCHESTRA 


Exclusive Brunswick Artist 


CASA LOPEZ 


B’way & 50th St., New York City 


| GEORGE McMURPHEY | 


“and his 
KOLLEGE KNIGHTS 
(Reg.) 
McDonald Theatre Campa Shoppe 


University of Oregon—Eugene 

















| BARNEY RAPP | 


AND HIS 
Palm Beach Orchestra 
Permanent Address: 


RAPP’S ARCADIA, New Haven, 
Conn Instruments Dir; MAX HART 


AND HI8sS 
Brunswick Recording Orchestra 
Back Home Again 
RENDEZVOUS CAFE 
Chicago 
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FROM DETROIT 


(JEAN GOLDKETTE,| 


ee 


Orchestras 


VICTOR RECORDS 


Woodward and Eliot 
DETROIT 








Office: 





_ MAL “HALLETT 


AND HIS ORCH ESTRA 


NOW EN TOUR . 
THROUGH PENNSYLVANIA 


LS 





rmanent Address: 
CHARL S SHRIBMAN, Manager, 
SALEM, M ASS. 





AND HIS MUSI- 
FEATURED IN 


“GOOD NEWS” 


CHANIN’ 3 7 STREET THEATRE 
EW YORK CITY 


at CLUB RICHMAN 
56th Street, New York 


B. A. ROLFE | 


AND HIS PALAIS 


WEAF ARTISTS 


Edison Records 
ROLFE ORCHESTRAS, Inc. 


* 1600 Broacway, New York City 
Phone Penn. 3580 


siaiae 
137 West City 

















Dance Tour 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 





IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE 

IN VARIETY 

DON’T ADVERTISE 








| GEORGE» “OLSEN j 


D'OR ORCHEST RA) 


[PAUL WHITEMAN; 


And HIS GREATER ORCHESTRA 
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Hotels Are Wary 


Following the “hip evidence” 
decision on brought-in booze 
and the ice and water ingre- 
dients as accessories to a Pro- 
hibition Law violation, reports 
throughout the country are 
that the hotels have grown 
wary. 

In some hotels cracked ice 
and water can not be obtained 
in the rooms without a doc- 

tor’s or some other kind of cer- 
| tificate. ' 

In the Hotel Astor, New 
York, when ice or water is 
ordered to a room, the follow- 
ing card accompanies it: 


Notice To Guests 


The Prohibition Law for- 
bids furnishing accessories 
with knowledge that the 
same are for use in this 
consumption of intoricating 
‘ liquor. Any violation of the 
law may subject you as well 
as ourselves to severe pen- 
alties, In order to avoid 
embarrassing situations, we 
shall appreciate your co-op- 
eration in a strict observance 
of the law. 


Radio Sight at Hand: 
WOR Readying Test 


Radio television is almost a prac- 
tical reality with Station WOR, 
Newark, N. J., scheduled to broad- 
cast pictures of the radio artists 
within a month, . Receiving appar- 
atus for the test broadcast has 
been installed in 20 homes within 
a 10-mile radius of Newark. 

The reception of radio pictures 
ennbling the visualization of the 
broadcasting artists at the same 
time the sound is heard through 
the conventional receiving set is 
made possible by this General Elec- 
tric Co.-invention in which Edgar 
H, Felix and Austin G, Cooley 
played important roles. 


ALICE PREVO SUICIDE 


Chicago; Dec. 27. 

Alice Munn Prevo, 26, cabaret 
dancer, committed suicide in her 
room at 6756 South Halsted street. 

Last June an attempt to end her 
life was frustrated. Upon recovery 
she then said she whild do it again. 
Despondency over financial difficul- 
ties was the verdict of a coroner's 
“jury. 


WGBS, Commercial 


The Gimbel's Brothers’ 
WGBS, goes commercial. 























station, 
Hereto- 











ifore the only non-commercial 
| broadcasting station in New York, 
; the,.department store owned 


|tion will “sell” time to commercial | 
broadcasters. 
WGBS, like WOR (which is 


owned by L. Bamberger, the New- 
ark department store), was satisfied 
to charge off its maintenance to 
Gimbel Bros. exploitation. 


| Dailey Paskman continues. in 


; charge of WGPS. 


M-G-M Stars Weekly 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 





| made a 
|KMTR 
tional 
day 
the 


tie-up 
to run a series of interna- 
music concerts every Satur- 
night. The 
air is 





is of Spanish origin, 
program will be likewise. 

The idea is credited to Joseph 
Polonsky, 
press department. 





actor 


Riders,” “Wings” and 


der the direction of the 
American. 





' CINSY’S NEW YEAR’S SCALES 
Cincinnati, Dec. 27. 


head for 
suburban cafes $15 a couple. 


*forbicden fluid” is plentiful, with 





Wm. Norins Bankrupt 


William Norins erstwhile nite 


club proprietor and now sales man- 


ager of station WMCA, New York, 
prior to which he was treasurer of 
the WMSG Corp., operating the 


Madison Square Garden radio sta- 


tion, has filed a voluntary petition 
in bankruptcy listing indefinite 
assets and liabilities. The sched- 
ules for these will be filed in 10 
days. 


Norins gives his business as that 
of salesman and address at 15 East 
69th street, New York. 

The petitioner asks a stay of all 
pending suits, including é6ne by Flo 
Shelley for $125. The cafe performer 
asked for Norins’ body arrest on the 
plea of a wage claim. 


Love and Bankruptcy 


Simultaneous with the report of 
Eleanor Ambrose Mouvet’s engage- 
ment to marry her dancing part- 
ner, Charles H. Sabin, a_ petition 
for the receivership of the Club 
Mirador, New York, was filed. Mis- 
management of the class night clu» 
was alleged. 

Miss Mouvet and Sabin 
features at the Mirador 
vert arrangement. Sabin is not the 
son of Sabin, the’ banker, which 
name similarity caused Charles H. 
Sabin, Jr., of the banking family, to 
change his name to Tom in order to 





are the 
on a cou- 


sta- 


eliminate the repeated confusion. 
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Midgie Slammed Wolf 
As Receipt in Full 


Los Angeles, Dx 

Dave Wolf, operating the PI inta- 
tion cafe in Culver City, ran into a 
black eye Friday night when he told 
Midgie Miller there was no money 
coming to her for a week's work, 
Miss Miller and her husband will 
Morrisey, head the cafe revue on a 
guarantee against a cover charge 
basis, 

Morrisey had to go to New York, 
but Miss Miller remained here. Ww hen 
pay-off time came around and W olf 
had nothing to offer, the songstress 
squawked and claims Wolf got 
fresh. So she hung it on one lamp, 

Miss Miller then walked out with 
the balance of her show and no 
makeshift performance was gotten 
together for Christmas. She left for 
New York Sunday to join her hus- 
band. 








Joe Lewis Back; 
Now Fogarty’s Partner 


Chicago, Dec, 27. 

Joe Lewis, now almost fully re- 
covered, has been made a partner 
of Johnny Fogarty in operating the 
Rendezvous. He *returned to the 
north side cafe as.a member of the 
floor show last Wednesday. 

Joe's performance’ will be cut to 
a minimum, temporarily, upon the 
advice of physicians. He will slowly 


regain his former stride. 











~ CABARET BILLS 


NEW YORK 





Casa Lopez 
Vincent Lopez Or 
Jack Osterman 


Chez Florence 
Florence 
Sneeze & Palmer 
Florence's Orch 


Helen Morgan 
Arthur Gordonii 
Bobbe Arnst 
Jerry Friedman Or 


Club Barney 
Hale Byers’ Orch 
Clan Lido 
Moss & Fontana 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Connie’s Inn 


Allie Ross Re 


Cotton Club 
Dan Healy Rev 
Aida Ward 
Edith Wilson 
Jimmy Ferguson 
Leonard Ruffin 
Mae Alix 
Berry Bros 
Henri & La Perl 


Club Ebony 
Colored Show 
Ebony Bd 

Club Monterey 
Jack Edwards 


Chee Helen Morgan 


Leonard Harper R 


Duke Ellington Or 


~ 


Club Richman 
Geo Olsen Orch 
Mort Downey 
Juliette Johnson 
Geo Murphy 


Evergiades 
Bunny Weldon Rev 
Eddie Chester 
Calvert Shayne &M 
Rhona Lloyd 
Mary Titus 
Ruth Hamilton 
G & C Worth 
Georgie Taps 
Charlotte Ayers 
Eleanor Terry 
Syivanians 

54th St. Club 
Benny Davis 
Eddie Cox 
Fuzzy Knight 
Ethel Norris 
Eddie Chester 
Jack Carroll Or 

Frivolity 
N T G Rev 
Molly Doherty 
Vee Carroll 
Hotsy-Totsy 
Pete Woolery 
Jack White 
Harriett Marned 
Jean Murray 
Tom Timothy Bd 

Harold Leonard’s 
H Leonard's Orch 
Ethe! Norris 
Harry Maxfield 
Hofbrau 


Floor Show 











Hotel Biltmore 
Madl’ne’ Northway 
Geo Chiles 
B Cummins Or 


Hotel Manger 
Irwin Abrams Or 


Jardin Royal 


Jimmy Carr Orch 
Ted Reily Rev 


Knickerbocker Grill 
Sylvia Hanley 
Trixie Hicks 
Peggy Hart 

Grace Ashley 

Bért Kauff Orch 


Little Club 
Grace Hayes 
Mrs P’k Benjamin 
Embassy 3 
Billie West 
Grace Brinkley 
Vale & Stewart 
Dorothy Deeder 
Joey Chance Or 


Mirador 


Eleanor Ambrose 
Chas Sabin 

M & B Johnston 
Ernie Heltz Or 


Montmartre 
Dario & Irene 
Emil Coleman Bd 

McAlpin Hotel 
Ernie Golden Orch 


Park Centr’l Hotel 
Cass Hagan Or 


Parody Club 


Jimmie Durante 
Lou Clayton 
Eddie Jackson 
Parody Rev 
Durante’s Orch 


Penpsyivania Hotel 
Johnny Johnson Or 


Salon Roya) 
Texas Guinan 
Tommy Lyman 
Jacques Green Or 


Sliver Slipper 


Van & Schenck 
Dan Heaty fev 
Dolores Farris 
Beth Challis 
Don & Mae 
Vercelli Sis 
Tom Gott Or 


Small’s Paradise 
L’n’rd Harper's Rv 
Atta B'ake 
Jazzbo Hilliard 
Dewey Brown 
Sherman & White 
Susie Wrotem 
Alto Oates 
Bee Footes 
Blondina Stern 
Bronze Chorus 
Chas Johnson Bd 


Strand Root 


Jack Connor's Res 
Warner Gault 











Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer studios 
with Radio station 


M-G-M period on 
Zor 45 minutes, with a 
different star each week. If the star 
the musical 


of the M-G-M foreign 


FILM ACTOR ANNOUNCES, 
Chicago, Dec. 27. 
John Harrison, former cinema 


who played parts in “Rough 
“Old Iron- 
sides,” is now handling the Sunday 
programs of radio station KYW un- 
Chicago 


Downtown hotels are taxing $l0a 
New Year's Eve and the 
1928 
will not be ushered in dryly here. 
As in former years the supply of 


costs of $10 per quart and $65 per 
case for brands claimed to hail from 
Canadian points, 





Dan Blanko 
Calhoun Hawalians 
Dale Dyer 

Lew King 
Beatrice Harpster 
Bernie Adler 
Eddie South Bd 


Alamo 
H & L Swan 
Le Fevres 
Lowell Gordon 
Lester & Clarke 
Henri Gendron Bd 


Ansonia 
Marie Sternfoil 
Ai & Pete 
Madelon McKenzie 
George McQueen 
Hazel Verges 
Grace Johnston 
Al & Pete 
Carlos & Louise 
Bill Kranz Ba 


Chez-Pterre 


Colosimos 
Royal Russian 6 


Pierret Nuyten Rv 
Earl Hoffman's Or 


Frank Libuse 
Gypsy Lenore 
Lischeron & H 
Al Handler Bd 


Frolics 
Roy Mack Rev 
Jack Waldron 
Babe Kane 
J & M Jennings 
Rich & Snyder 
Eddie Mathews 
Julia Gerity 
Ralph Wiiliams Bd 
Golden Pumpkin 
Banks Sisters 
Russel! & Durkin 
Gene Gill 
Jean Gage 
Henrie Gendron Bd 
Katinka 
Buddy Whelen 
Clareice Catlett 
Rose Marie 
Lindsay-King & Bd 
E'mer Desmond 
Aarseth-Cope Bd 
Lido 
Romo Vincent 
Edna Norman 
Margie Delaney 








Barry Clay Bd 


Lindo Inn 
Babe Archer 
Mile Simone 
Rose Taylor 
Flo Kennedy 
Eleanor Hayes 
Grace LaFrance 
Phil Friedlander 
Fred Burke Band 


Mirador 
Harry Glynn 
Sylvia DeVere 
Helen Burke 
Collie Villani 
Lee Wiley 
Frank Quartell Bd 

Parody Club 
Roy Mack Rev 
Margie Ryan 
Frances Allyse 
Phil Murphy 
Zita & Howard 
Harry Harris 
Al Gault 
Jules Novit Bd 

Rendezvous 
Chisholm & Shields 
Jay Mills 
Lillian Scott 


Jerry Osborne Frank Cornwell Or . : b 
Alyce Radnor Hoter Ambassador| O#kland’s Terrace Ten East 60t 
Meil Fis Grace Hill Will Oakland Margaret Zolna) 
Madelyn White Geo Marshal! Landau's Bd David Gerry 
Mailee Allis -™ ao - . Larry Sir Or 
meteen Dea Cee Van der Zanden Or Palais D'Or ns y 
Montereynians Hotel Astor B A Rolfe Ba Waldorf-Astoria 
Billy Lustig Or Freddie Rich Or Rolfe’s Rev Meyer Davis Or 
Alabam Davis Hotel Mignon Stevens Margie White 
Dorothy Dale Bonnie Adair Charlie Schultz Jean Geddes 


Ed Capps 
Malenoff & Grey 
Chas Straight Bd 
Rainbo Gardens 
Jean Zafara 
Dell Coon Bd 
Tripoli 3 
Lee Evans 
Ernestine Caru 
Betty Sterbeng 
Sam Haase Bd 
Samovar 
Olive O'Neil 
Camoll & Gorman 
Mary Stone 
Lulu Swan 
Alvarez & Verita 
Fred Wa'lte Bd 
Terrace Garden 
Auriole Sis 
Viva Ethelia 
Jack Kates 
W Wadsworth 
Vanity Falr 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Mirth Mack 
Gladys Kremer 
Karo'a 
Dick Hughes 
Rich & Snydez 
Leo Wolf Bd 


Bau 








Harry Albert 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Chantecler 


Paul Fidelmar 
Meyer Davis Orch 








Club Marlbore 
Phoebe Orch 


Club Mirador 
M Harmon Orch 


Clab St. Marks 
| Sehulty-Resey Or 








Mayflower 


Sidney Seidenmann 


Sidney’s Orch 


Spanish Village 
J O'Donnell Orch 


Swanee 
Roland Young 


WASHINGTON 
Better ‘Ole Club Lido Le Paradis A} Kamons 
McWilliams’ Orch | John Slaughter Milton Davis Meyer Davis Orch 
, Meyer Davi 
' E Dougherty Or ye vis Orch Villa Roma 
Carlton 


Alice Tupman 
Villa Roma Orch 


Wardman Park 
McElroy & Munich 


Sidney Harris 
Meyer Davis Orch 
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Fleming Quits Jones, 
With Rabin & Cherry 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 

w. C. Fleming, general agent for 
Johnny J. Jones for several years, 
has resigned to join Rubin & Cherry 
in the same capacity. Fleming's 
resignation followed the loss of the 
Toronto Exposition by Jones and 
the closing of that important event 
by Rubin & Cherry. 

Rubin & Cherry will have two 
40-car outfits on the road next sea- 
son, having recently purchased the 
Ziedman & Pollie show. 


New York State Becomes 


Tougher 7 Carnivals 


Albany, N. Y., Dec. 27. 

An idea of the Bono Bat facing 
carnivals in New York State may 
be gained from the fact that at 
least twenty-one cities charge a 
license fee and a group of others 
bar them entirely. -In a number of 
municipalities the ordinance per- 
mits the Mayor or the Common 
Council to fix the amount charged, 
the practical effect of which is to 
give the officials power to bar 
traveling shows with an unsavory 
reputation or those that do not play 
under loca] auspices, This is ac- 
complished by fixing a fee beyond 
the capacity of the outfit to pay and 
still make money. 

In other of the cities the fee is 
fixed at sums ranging from $5 to 
$100. Cities requiring a license are 
Batavia, Buffalo, Canandaigua, 
Corning, Dunkirk, Elmira, Geneva, 
Glens Falls, Hudson, Ithaca, Little 








Falls, Middletown, New York, 
Niagara Falls, Norwich, Platts- 


burgh, Port Jervis, Syracuse, Utica, 
White Plains and Yonkers, 

Few carnivals play in New York 
City—and those only small local 
outfits—as the conditions which 
Commissioner of Charities Bird S. 
Coler and other city officials lay 
down make playing dates almost 
impossible. It is understood that 
Albany, Beacon and Watertown 
have, within the past year, joined 
the list of municipalities barring 
carnivals entirely, either by ordi- 
mance or executive action, All 
three were favorite spots for out- 
door traveling shows and merchant 
and civic associations finally asked 
the city authorities to bar them. 
Troy for several years did not per- 
mit travelifhg carnivals to play 
within the city limits and the shows 
were forced to exhibit in Green 
Island, a nearby village. A number 
of towns and villages have taken 
steps to bar carnivals—it is a fa- 
vorite trick of shows to camp just 
outside the city limits when ordi- 
nances do not permit them to play 
in the municipality—or to force 
payment of a license fee. Among 
the villages in the latter class are 
Johnson City, Freeport, Massena, 
Rockville Center and Solvay, where 
the fee varies from $5 to $50. 





Profit on Free Gate Fair 


Topeka, Kansas, Dec, 27. 

The year 1927 was a banner one 
for the Kansas Free Fair, accord- 
ing to the report received by the 
stockholders this week from A. P. 
Burdick, secretary. The fair not 
only was able to pay off a deficit 
of $10,000 from 1926, but after pay- 
ing all installments on bonded debt 
and providing a reserve to carry 
the 1928 fair, has a balance on hand 
of $1,700. 

The fair is operated with a free 
gate which policy will be continued 
in 1928. 





RIDE MAKER DISSOLVES 
N. Tonawanda, N., Y., Dec. 27. 
Spillman-Maynes, widely known 
in the outdoor show world for the 
manufacture of riding devices, have 
filed with the Secretary of State a 
notice of dissolution of the North 
Tonawanda corporation bearing 
that name. 





OUTDOORS" * 











Tangle of Date Defaults | 
Booker—Agent Sues 


Chicago, Dee. 27. 

Gus Sun agency has filed counter 
Suit against Ed Weyerson in con- 
test of the agent’s application to 
recover a salary claim of $350 for 
Jeannette May Co., high pole act, 
represented by Weyerson. 

Weyerson recéntly filed suit on 
the ground the sum was withheld 
from the May act's salary at fair 
date at Dover, O., week of Sept. 26, 
claiming the Sun agency’s action 
was motivated by a previous affair 
when Weyerson failed to deliver the 
Marion Teiber Seals for a fair en- 
gagement because the seals died. 

The Sun. office counter-claims 
Weyerson failed to carry out a con- 
tract entered into for a fair at Co- 
lumbus, O., on Aug. 20. 





Human Ostrich Dies 
New Orleans, Dee. 27. 
Barnes, known for years 
as “The Human Ostrich,”"died at the 
Charity Hospital here after an op- 
eration for the removal of bolts, 
tacks, and wire 
nails which had lodged permanently 

in his stomach, 

Carelessness in not first employ- 
ing his usual diet before venturing 
his last feat caused his demise, Un- 
able to emit the hardware and other 
stuff, his intestines sagged and 
surgeons were unable to do any- 
thing for him. Barnes was 51 and 


his age was a factor against the 
success of the operation. 


Sidney 


carpet washers 





Circus Canvasses Fans 


Washington, Dec. 27. 
Circuses and circus performers 
are going in for the fan mail idea, 


long an attribute in the picture 
game, 

For the first time the various 
tented outfit owners sent out 


Christmas greetings, principally to 
members of the Circus Fans’ Asso- 
ciation, with the performers doing 
likewise, 

Melvin Hildreth, secretary here, 
states the plan of thus creating in- 
terest is to be employed extensively 
during the winter months. 





Fair Loud Speakers 


Windom, Minn., Dec. 27. 

Five county fair associations, 
members of the Corn and Clover 
Belt circuit, have purchased pow- 
erful amplifiers for use on their 
fair grounds next fall to broadcast 
announcements, addresses and 
other parts of the programs from 
various centers, 

The associations are the Worth- 
ington, Redwood Falls, St. James, 
Windom and New Ulm organiza- 
tions. 





GILLETTE STICKS TO ‘BILLB’D’ 

Don Carle Gillette, editor of “The 
“Billboard,” has reconsidered his 
resignation and will remain with 
the publication, continuing in 
charge of editorial department at 
the main office, Cincinnati. 

Tom Barrett, former managing 
editor of the “Morning Telegraph” 
under the Lewis regime and later 
free lance title writer, has been in- 
stalled as New York editor of “Bill- 
board” in the New York office. 





Ohio Town’s Jubilee 
Springfield, O., Dec. 27. 
A “Panorama of Progress” will 
be held here week of Feb. 18, spon- 
sored by local trades and indus- 
tries, Henry M. Salzer heads pro- 
motion work, 





Kenneth Grattan, former assist- 
ant manager of Loew’s State, New 
York, is now manager of Loew’s 
Premier, Brooklyn. He succeeds 
Louis Yishkin, resigned. 





INSIDE ON OUTSIDE 





That Toronto Date 
Quite some talk around about Johnny J. Jones losing the Toronto 
Exposition of 1928 to Rubin & Cherry at the recent fair secretaries’ con- 
vention in Chicago, also many theories advanced. One reason offered is 
that it was an aftermath of some personal difficulty between Jones and 


the show council. 


The Toronto show, which is practically the national 


exposition of Canada and regarded as the creamiest expo in the fair 


business, has been booked for several years by Jones. 


Usually the book- 


ing contract is not closed until February, but this year the Canadian of- 


ficials seemed intent on making the change as early as possible. 
C. McCaffery, formerly with the Chicago 


John 


“association,” and looked upon 


as the smartest fair man ever engaged with that office, is credited with 
swinging the deai over to Rubin & Cherry. 


_ HEARST-LOEW’S 60 


(Continued from page 1) 

nal”) have been paving the way 
with circulation increases reported 
traceable direct to radio, owing to 
the larger space devoted to radio 
news and programs. 

In the new Hearst-Loew network 
the links in the chain will be inde- 
pendent broadcasting stations with 





for greater range. 
chain, if the 60 
reality, the largest broadcaster in 
the field, with National Broadcast- 
ing Corp. second and the Columbia 


“circulation” and prestige. 
Hearst's picture interest in M-G-M 


tie-up among the three factions. 
Picture Broadcast 

As the initial etep in this plan 
N. T. G. (Nils T. Granlund) broad- 
cast the first public demonstration 
of “Telemovies” (as it is labeled) in 
connection with “Love” (Gilbert- 
Garbo) from the Embassy theatte, 
New York last Wednesday night be- 
fore an Invited audience of film and 
radio editors. 

Granlund gave a scene by scene 
description of the film’s action, as 
it was projected on the screen, with 
his “mike” in the middle of the audl- 
ence. Musical accompaniment was 
also broadcast. While it seemed to 
those in the theatre that the or- 
chestra might have drowned out the 
speaker, a system of transmission 
muffled the music as a soothing 
background for N. T. G.’s talk. 
Everything was serfously done, sans 
“Granny's” famillar wise-cracking, 
and the “talking movies” was 6 
success according to fan response. 

The 16 stations fn the hook-up of 
this “telemovies” exploitation stunt 
included a majority of midwest and 
western stations, the difference in 
time ensuring a large circulation 
despite the lateness of the eastern 
standard time. In the east a long 
publicized announcement through 
the Hearst papers also made pos- 
sible a goodly quota of listeners-in 
after midnight. 

This linking of the photoplay to 
the radio is a departure for flicker 
exploitation and parallels the round- 
by-round description of fights or 
other graphic expositions of sports 
events as they transpire. It is ex- 
pected to stimulate trade and not 
“kill” it, although there is an ele- 
ment of speculation fn this not en- 
countered in the big sports events 
which transpire but once, whereas 
in the picture houses the filma are 
released at intervals in (different 
sectors of the country. 


Advantages 

Possessing a natural advantage 
through the Hearst newspaper alli- 
ance and affiliated syndicated out- 
lets, the Hearst-Loew radio chain 
is assured of important printer's 
ink publicity. The tie-up between 
the ether and the printed page is 
now eonclusively essential. One 
cannot exist without the other, as 
the commercial advertisers have 
since proven to themselves. 

Unhttke the other broadcasters and 
stations who from time to time find 
the dailies shutting dewn on them 
or limiting space, either in the pro- 
gram mentions or on news stories, 
the Hearst affitation should prove 
a real sales argument in soliciting 
“time” from advertisers. 

It may bring about a new high, 
not alone in “time” contracts for 
broadcast facilities but concurrent 
high income foFr talent. An adver- 
tiser with the Hearst hook-up could 
be assured of considerable free 
advertising in the dailies as well. 

“Time” Costs 

So far, with the National Broad- 
casting Co. opergting two networks 
which from ttme to time are merged 
for important news events or sea- 
sonal programs, such as the sports 
broadcasts and the holiday carols 
and community sings, the WJZ and 
WEAF blue and red networks, as 
they are M@estinguished, average 
$6,000 per hour for the use of the 
facilities for a 16-station hook-up. 

WOR, which is the keystone sata- 
tion of the Columbia Broadcasting 
System, charges an average of 
$5,000 for its 16 stations, but that 
cost includes the stock company of 
players, such as a band and various 
soloists. Names are additional, to 
be paid for by the advertiser. 

The top price to date for an hour 
on the N. B. C. network is the 
Dodge Brothers Victory Hour to 
introduce their new Victory car, 
with such names aa Jolson, Rogers, 
Whiteman, etc., costing, with the 
use of the facilities, $35,000 for that 
60-minute period. General Motors 
has paid $7,600 for talent and $6,000 
for a giant network for one hour, 
as has Wrigley and Palmolive and 
the other tmportant tmternaticna! 
broadcasters. 








their power and wattage increased | ; 
It will make the | 
stations becomes a | 


Broadcasting System third, although | 
the N. B. C. now tops everything for | 


further cements the co-ordinated | 
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JULIA BRUNS hronic asthma, aggravated by ®@ 
J | . fort ess ans rt condition 
me ; Maxon was with Barnum @ 
illey’s Circus for 10 years, billed 
; Woman in America by Jame 3 The boneless man In later 
| Mon t g, was found dead years he was one of a group that 
in a fur: ed om at 109 East (established White City on Onondaga 
105th street, Christmas Eve with Lake His wife, who died 12 years 
ier d s t to acute al go, was also a circus performer. 
coholisn —— 
Miss Bruns in recent years had OCIELA LOPEZ 
been off the stage Wring stores Ociela Lopez, 61, dancer, of Lopez 
nm ar } nd drugs. She was a St : , 9° 
and Lopez, died suddenly Dec, 22 in 
| Brantford, Ont., where the act had 
In Cherished Remembrance reported for a local engagement. 
of My Beloved Husban | Its susbequent date was in Toronto, 
_ MANUEL A. ROM: N. | which necessarily was cancelled, 
departed this life De Lopez's body was brought to New 
ays re ~ hie a. ving York and cremated and the ashes 
wife JOHANNA | placed in Woodlawn Cemetery 
and his sons, Themas, William and §@ / Lopez had played vaudeville for 
Raymond, May his soul rest tn peace many years with his wife 
Louis girl and at one time had a| MARGARET INGLES 
name on the stage. a 
Miss Bruns drifted from RBroad- | Margaret Ingles, 57, former ac- 
way until two years ago when her | ‘'®*S and famous as a political cam- 
name appeared with a series of ar 
ticles in a Sunday newspaper tell- IN LovINe MEMORY OF 
ing how she had been cured of th» DEAR MOTHER 
drug habit. | 
When her remains were discév- MARY CHAMBERLAIN 
ered, Charles H. Brile, living at the 
same address, was questioned by | Who Passed Away Dec. 33, 1937 
the police. Brile told how he had | HAROLD CHAMBERLAIN 
found the actress dying and had! 
summoned Dr. Donato Bracco, of | 





116th street. She in 1896 for William 


paigner 


was dead when Jen- 


the physician reached the house, nings Bryan, died of heart disease 


| Dee, 23 in Lexington, Ky. She was 
DAN ROLYAT | unmarried, 
Dan Rolyat, 47, comedian, died in ee 
London Dec. 12 of cancer. PEGGY ROWAN 
One of the best English acrobatic Mrs. Peggy Rowan, former ac- 
comedians, Rolyat started as achoc- | tress, and wife of Gerald Rowan, 


olate boy in a Birmingham theatre, 
going on the stage on the advice of 
Dan Leno. He was best known for 
his character of Simplicitas in ‘The 
Arcadians.” Under the management 
of Robert Courtneidge he made his 


stock company actor in Tampa, Fla., 
was found dead in a New York 
apartment Dec. 25. In an adjoining 
room police found the body of a 
naval officer, apparently a suicide, 
(Further-information in new pages, 
this issue.) 


JOHN DUNSTON 


John Dunston, 74, known to the 
professional and business world as 
“Jack” by his 32 years’ operation of 
“Jack's Restaurant,” 434 street and 
| Sixth avenue, N. Y., died Dec, 26 
of pneumonia. 


ALICE M. PREVO 


IN MEMOKY 


LEE WHITE 


FRANK VAN HOVEN 





first London appearance in “The 
Dairymaids,” later appearing 
“Tom Jones,” “Miss Hook of Hol- 


land,” and many pantom!imes., Alice Munn Prevo, 26. cabaret 
His health became impaired in dancer, died in Chicago last week. 
1912 through being thrown and 


A news story of her death appears 


kicked by his horse during @ Der- | ajcewhere in this issue. 


formance of “The Arcadians”’ on 
tour, when his spine was fractured. 
Although making a miraculous re- - %. 
covery, his brain was affected and| “Kongo,” died at the City hospi- 
he was unable to memorize. Three tal, Cleveland, Dec. 20. Death was 
years ago he tried to commit saui- due to pneumonia. Galvin’'s home 





Hugh Galvin, 40, electrician with 


elde *by cutting his throat, but re- | ¥44% in Peterbro, Canada, and the 
covered. ‘ remains were interred there. Galvin 
a was well known in burlesque, hav- 
ing been electrician with several 
PERCY BRONSON wheel chewe. 
Percy Bronson, 39, died Dee, 21 ais 
in the Hotel Somerset, New York, 


Chas. T. Del Vecchio, 67, old time 





Fe ee ae 5g ge character actor, Gled Dec. 18 at the 

his new vaude partner, Florence Revere House in Chicago, 

Kern. The act played Hurtig & ae eae 

Seamon’s the funday preceding Mr. The mother of Kuv Kendall, 

Bronson’s death, dancer, died Dec. 24 in Brooklyn, 
Mr. Bronson was a graduate of| N. Y. Interment in Greenwood 

Columbia University and a D. K. Cemetery. 

B. fraternity man. He did an act 

for years with his first wife, Win- The mother of Jack Linder, 

nie Baldwin, who divorced him| yaudeville agent, died in New York 

about two years ago. City Dec, 19 with interment in 
Funeral services were held Dec.| Mount Hebron Cemetery, Brook- 

23 at Campbell's Parlors. A newSs|liyn N, Y. 


story of Bronson's death appears 
elsewhere in this issue. 


The mother of Harold Chamber- 
| lain (Chamberlain and Earle) died 
lat Benton Harbor, Mich., Dee. 23, 
legit and pic- |after a nervous breakdown. 








WALTER NICKOLS 
Walter Nickols, 74, 








Marcus Loew | 

















ture actor, while playing Santa DEATHS ABROAD 
Claus in the home of Edward 
Milne, chauffeur, at 627 West 101st 
street, New York, early Christmas 
ay (Sunday) dropped dead of Paris, Dec. i8. 
heart trouble. Theodore Sollegoub, Russian au- 
= - aes oe anon sr gp thor, dled at Leningrad 
with “Bless ou Sister,” opening at! 
the Forrest Monday. He had agreed Gustave Fougeres, 64, French 
to the Santy role as Nickols had | author, 
professed a great fondness for the; Pierre Chapelle, 51, French nov- 
Milne kids. | elit. 
| 
| Count Sascha Kolowrat, 42, Aus~ 
DEAN A. MAXON itrian pioneer of the picture indus- 
Dean A. Maxon, 66, former circus itry (founder of the Sasach Film 
contortionist and promotes: of |} 
rmusement parks near Syracuse,|€%, Vienna) died In a hosplial, 





IN. Y., died 


in that city Dee, 27 fron Vienna 


= a 


a 








pera: 


er. 6 Boe Oe 


WM te 


ee 


ee 


amet 


a ne eM 











VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 28, 1927 





—————=_—— 











ee 
——= 








Woods Bldg., Suite 








VARIETY’S CHICAGO OFFICE 


HAL HALPERIN in Charge 


604 


CHICAGO 


Chicago. 


Professionals have 
Chicago Office for 
be addressed care Variety, 
it will 
forwarded or advertised in 


the free use of Variety's 
intormation. Mail may 
Woods Bidg., 
subject to call, 
Variety's Letter 


be held 





























Phones: Central 0644-4401 List. 

% ne Brunettes. two men. one;stuff on an ordinary instrument. the first part, Toney and Norman,;tion at an approximate cost of booking the Apollo, Belvidere I 

traigt nd one comic, open the| He hides his face most of the time! of the old school, opening the sec- | $500 000. It is to be a 1,600-seater| House was formerly “booked _ 
Sat : ; nf |under the brim of a faun colored|ond. The second mixed cross-fire | and included in the building will be | Association ~~ 

Majest this week with i Stetson and seems to be afraid of} turn of the bill, but of different rou- | seven stores, twelve shops and , 
fal work in which they in-} those out front. tine. The older Jim gets, the bet-/|three club rooms. Policies not an- Everette Cummings > 
troduce a few new wrinkles and in “Bungle Love” four boys and | ter, etc., and the younger Ann gets, | nounced. [sland is in Chicago eee men 
some fair balancing. The comedy | two girls with the boys dressed as | the Cuter. ; tions for the Ft, Armstrong, Rock 
ry mi - , > | sailors, have a stretch of shore Benny found a spot for himself The new style of picture house| Island, and the Riviera, w 
which they seek to inject doesn't) jaye. Their attendant trials and|at this point and gagged for a hit, | press agentry in Chicago, prompted | Iowa. apne. 
qualify tribulations in apportionment of the eee Se _ 3 Se ee by the severe picture house com- 

Searzgold, banjoist, duked out in| girls are quite humorous. are e ‘ orenc enishawn | netiti ° s 
a smart uniform of the Royal 0 r net on appearing and the boys | and Snow and Columbus danced the a NS 6 CONES CF ON a pions han Bn ea Be 3 oor ms 
Northwest Mounted Police and car-|comprise a nice quartet. They carry closer. A sightly, clever flash, this, A case last week brought the|open Jan. 1. Cast of pe Hg mek = 
rying a pearl-handled pistol in a|two miniature bungalows in which|and would be at more advantage if press staffs of the Marks Bros. and | pals and a chorus of 16. es 
brightly studded holster, plays a|/the two fortunate chaps take din-| spotted earlier in any other show. B. & K. to odds. With the picture, 
mean banjo. Using a banjo which| ner with the girls. Some rather “The Gorilla,” at B. & K's Mc- Carl ry Pacific aia 
is fastened to a pedestal he de-/ nice voice ensembles. Max Turner, head of the Chicago | Vickers this week, display adver-|ager, Ager, Yellen & ‘Bo stein, 
livers some classic stuff, and in one Nick Hufford, of good appearance | William Morris office, booked a ornstein, 


number gets the effect of two in- 
struments, one as accompaniment. 
He closes with some fast popular 
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Visit These Hits 
A. H. WOODS’]T Matinees Wednesday 
A DELPH and Saturdey 


BLANCHE YURKA in 


“THE SQUALL” 


A CYCLONIC HIT! 





SAM H. Matinees Wednes- 
Harris day and Saturday 
GILBERDT MILLER 

Presents ETHEL 


BARRYMORE 


in ‘THE CONSTANT WIFE’ 


By W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM 


MINTURN-CENTRAL wre ‘Sat. 


New York Success Here 


“A GOOD BAD 
WOMAN” 


BLACKSTONE 


A. L, Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mgrs. 
Pop. Matinees Wednesday and Saturday 


GLENN HUNTER 


in “Behold This Dreamer”’ 











Now Playing to Capacity in 


WOODS the 3 Largest Cities of the 


World—Chicago, New York, London 


Presents His O 
Vincent Youmans Presents Gemeay 


HIT the DECK 


With QUEENIE SMITH, CHAS. PUR- 
CELL and TRIXIE FRIGANZA 


SELWYN TH ORS. BAT. 


JED HARRIS Presents 
the World Famous Drama of the 
Cabarets 


BROADWAY 


By PHILLIP DUNNING and. 





and an effective personality, put 
across some dozen odd bits of chat- 
ter and song that had ’em wonder- 
ing what it was all about. He is 
fast and keeps things moving, al- 
though at times one questions the 
merit of some of his material. He 
is in tux, adding a Hindu headdress 

when he closes with some mind- 
} ae hokum. 

Tampa, new magic act, bids fair 
to travel far. The magician has A-1 
appearance, distinguished type, and 
personality. The act carries three 
girls, a woman and two boys. All 
credit to the principal, who has some 
clever illusionary devices to offer 
and a nice method of presentation. 
The act runs smoothly. 

Burt and Lehman, a typical gazg- 
duo, good hokum and gags for the 
small time. 

“Big Rosfe,” the elephant, was a@ 
real flash and a winner in her class 
Woman trainer goes through several 
hazardous bits, in one of which she 
dons a rubber cap and the elephant, 
taking her head in its mouth, lifts 
her several feet from the stage. The 
pachyderm is gaudily bedecked in 
gold and silks and is a credit to 
ite trainer. Business fair. 





After a month or two of much 
heralding, of circus proportions at 
times, Fanny Brice is finally at the 
Palace. For a while it seemed her 
picture in the lobby was just a 
tribute. Now Fanny is here, so 
probably next week her photo will 
be ducked. But they should keep 
it in the lobby and paste reprints 
all over the ‘house, for Fanny is 
ene of the few genuine names left 
to the Palace and vaudeville, and 
one of the few whose “Comings” 
ere worth bragging about. 

Even with a small house Sunday 
matinee there is little need to ques- 
tion her drawing ability, even at the 
not too attractive Palace. The Sun- 
day mat had legit alibi for a change, 
Xmas. As to Fanny, her regular 
act seems to be stopping shows. 

Comedy predominated. Jack 
Benny serving as m.c. Also rem- 
iniscent of the past, with standards 
bobbing up often. 

A standard opened, in Raffin’s 
monkeys, entertaining novelty. 

Marie Vero, “schoolgirl sopramo,” 
a fair outlet for ego, regarded and 
billed as vaude’S personal “find,” 
but the show returned to stability 
shortly after with Arthur and Mor- 
ton Havel. They are returned to 
the Palace within a few months, but 
seem as capable in this stop-over 
as in the former. Nice act. 

Clifford and Marion v-hammed 
and grabbed a couple of extra bows 
when the girl walked out straight 
and in decolette. Clifford seemed to 
be leboring under handicap of a 
cold. 

Miss Brice held the fin and closed 





GEORGE ABBOTT 











Single Rates 


$12 a Week 


and up 


NOW 





atres. 


Personal Supervision of Mr. 





WACKER HOTEL 


CORNER CLARK AND HURON STREETS, CHICAGO 


300 Rooms—aAll with Tub and Shower 


BRAND NEW 
Luxuriously Furnished 


This ultra-modern Hotel ts but five minutes’ walk from the Loop and all the- 
A comfortable home at moderate rates for discriminating show people. 


INSPECTION WILL CONVINCE YOU! 


Thomas Hennessey, 
PHONE SUPERIOR 1386 





Double Rates 
$14 a Week 


and up 


OPEN 











Owner-Manager 








Located at 
89 W. Randolph St. 


UNDER NEW 


BOB ZBPNO, Manager 





| NEW CITY ‘HALL ‘SQUARE HOTEL | 
CHICAGO 


Entirely Remodeled and Elaborately Furnished 


Operated by and for Theatrical People 


“In the Heart 
of the Loop” 


MANAGEMENT 


Phone Franklin 4740 














Rates Weekly 





~ The Claridge 


1244 N. DEARBORN, CHICAGO. SUPERIOR 4980 
Swimming Pool—Gymnasium—Rehearsal Hall 


We pay your transportation by taxi from any station in the city 





5 Single—$9.00 to $15.00 
% Doubie—$10.50 to $21.00 














complete show and sent it gratis to 
the Winfield sanitarium, where his 
sister is a patient. Another to be 
entertained by the Xmas perform- 
ance was Fred Bachman, former 
Lodp hounder, now recuperating at 
Winfield. 





Exceptional bill last half of last 
week at the Stratford, only “show- 





ing” house in town where acts ap- 


tising carried a reprint of the 
gorilla and the girl used for ex- 
ploitation of the show from which 
the picture is adapted. 

Jack Hess, for the Marks Bros., 
saw light after Saturday's early 
edition, and ordered a similar draw- 
ing inserted in the Marks copy. The 
Marks houses are playing “The 
Wizard" (Fox), which also might 
have a monk included. 

The B. &, K. staff raised cain, 
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song publishers in Chicago, visiting 
his parents. With Sid Lorraine 
(Chicago office) will make a trip to 
New York prior to his return west, 





Mildred and Charlotte Andre, 
sisters, formerly working in vaude. 
ville flash acts, have opened a pro- 
ducing office here. 





Clyde Quimby came here to place 
contracts for equipment for his new 
house in Fort Wayne. 


BALTIMORE 


Maryland—"Yours Truly.” 
Auditorium — “He Who 
Slapped” (local Gulld). 
Garden—Vaude-film. 
Hippodrome—Vaude. 





Geta 











pear as they would, or will, in the 
larger presentation theatres. Ted 
Leary, m. of c., and Maurie Hill- 
blom’s stage band are always pres- 
ent as cover in the event the audi- 
tory turns fall down. 

Walter Bradbury, familiar and 
probably seen before in vaudeville, 
rightfully topped the line-up. A 
good eccentric dancer, he is certain 
to be viewed in the better band 
houses ere long. The Allen Sisters, 
too, have a chance, though lack of 
speed holds them down. Three 
songs are all in the same slow 
vein. 

Lew Walithmansblows a hot har- 
monica and foolishly brings about 
his own undoing with a dance. Had 
he continued with the instrument 
for a return number, instead of 
hoofing it, he would have finished 
a wow.’ Macon and Macon, two 
men, do a chain dance, following 
with a comedy number, both aver- 
age and both equally effective. Okay 
for two fast bits in moderate pres- 
entation bills. 

Hillblom’s band and Ted Leary 
were as usual. Among Chicago 
neighborhood followings there is 
probably none so profound as Ted's. 
He is still too good for the spot, but 
there is rumored to be a contract, 

Production at the Stratford is 
held to a minimum. The stage is 
small, but the presentations might 
easily be improved to suit the eye, 
split weeks or not. And the house 
can afford to, for business has been 
pretty good. Meanwhile the Engle- 
wood, one of the remaining Associa- 
tion-booked vaude-film places, 
across the street, is dying the death 
of Col. Gimp’s ukulele, 





Vaudeville at the Academy last 
week just fair and very cheap. 
Moralis Brothers apd Daisy, acro- 
bats, try hard to deliver, but are 
most mediocre. They do a few diffi- 
cult turns, but don't present them 
| effectively. The’ boys do most of 
their stuff in the rings. The girl is 
an amateur contortionist. 

Ku West and Ikeol, Hawaiians, 
two boys trying to make their hair 
do a Paul Ash, play quitar very fair- 
ly, but appearance is nil. Sing a bit, 
play a bit—exeunt! Billed as Mar- 


| garet Ellrick and Co., a hobo and a 


neat looking girl dressed as a house- 
maid are the personnel of a slap- 
stick bit of clap-trap that gets 
laughs with some weak hokum. 
Variety Dancers in “Dance 


| girls and two mon that look well 
jand dance well enough, for the 
Academy. 





Two new theatres are on the 
verge of making their debut in Chi- 
cago. The Shore opens Dec. 29 on 
east 75th street. Seating 2,090 this 
house will serve South Shore and 
Windsor Parks and the South Shore 
district. Ernest J. Krug will man- 
age the house, owned by the Shore 
Theatre corporation, Neal Dougher- 
ty, president. 











Park Ridge wil be the home of 
the new Pickwick, under eonstruc- 





Whirls” have a fair flash act. Three | 


calling Hess’ counter-advertising 
unethical, but Hess claims his 
drawing, which has the characters 
facing the opposite way, is a copy 
of a famous Belgian statue. No 
one asked Hesg whether he’d been 
in Belgium, 





Roy Alexander, with Universal 12 
years, is now with Columbia pic- 
tures here as associate manager. 





The Bill Posters’ Union (local 1) 
elected officers this week for two 
years: Harry White, president; 
Louie Weiner (Erlanger theatre), 
vice-president; Jack Jilson, inter- 
national president and business 
agent; John Edwards, treasurer; 
Frank Abbott, secretary; Mat Dur- 
kin, chairman trustees board; Her- 
man Kal, chairman membership 
board. These seven men make up 
the executive board. 





Walter Gifford, at present mana- 
ger “Wings” here, left for Philadel- 
phia (Pa.) to handle the same film 
there. 





The stock company of Tom Casey 
and Mildred Jerome at Uniontown 
(Pa.) closed last week, 





Burton & Garrett Players at the 
Orpheum, Racine, Wis., are laying 
off two weeks during the holidays. 





Milton Schuster casting the Star 


theatre burlesque stock, opening in 
January. 





Norman Kristofft’'s New Maywood 





theatre, Hammond, Ind., reopens 
shortly. 
Ben Bentley, Chicago agent, is 





Guild—“Mikado” (4th week). 
Ford’s—“Hidden.” 





Gregory Dickson, publicity direc- 
tor for the local Loew houses, han- 
dled the Paul Whiteman engage- 
ment well last week with some in- 
teresting press tie-ups, and carried 
on at the same time a heavy ad- 
vance campaign on “Love” current 
at the Valencia. 





Howard Kingsmore, general man- 
ager of the local Loew-United Ar- 
tists houses, announces that all of 
their Baltimore houses will hold 
midnight shows New Year’s Eve, 
using regular bills. Although one 
minute after the witching hour car- 
ries them over into a blue Maryland 
Sunday, Chief of Police Gaither has 
given them permission to run the 
performances. 





Johnny Dooley, summoned for a 
traffic court hearing last Tuesday, 
resulting in a hurried trip down 
from Philadelphia, was acquitted of 
a reckless driving charge. The 
charge resulted from a collision last 
Saturday. 





Charles S. Rose, of Miller & Rose, 
amusement park operators, was op- 
erated on for appendicitis at the 
Maryland General Rospital here last 
Thursday. Mr. Rose came to Balti- 
more to visit his friend and former 
business associate, Harry Van 
Hoven, who reports that the strick- 
en man is convalescing nicely. 





Wesley A. Thorpe, 21, local actor, 
who appeared with a North Jersey 
stock company last summer, col- 
lapsed at the Play-Arts Guild thea- 
tre here Saturday. 





RATE REDUCTION 
Single Rooms - <- = $8.00 and $9.00 
Double Rooms - = $10.50 and $12.00 


VAN BUREN HOTEL 


1589 W. VAN BUREN 8ST. CHICAGO 
Phone Harrison 0254 : 





SCENERY. 


DYE SCENERY, VELOUR CURTAINS 
R. WESTCOTT KING STUDIOS 
#215 W. Van Buren 8t., Chicego 

















Single Room without Bath 


eeeeed 7, 
Single Room with Bath ; 


oeeeecesescares "$11.00 


Running water in all rooms 


516 N. CLARK STREET 





ST. REGIS os announces NEW RATE REDUCTION 


Conveniently located to all Pras 
Within walking distance of the loop 


Double Room without Bath venrery $10, $12.00 
Double Room with Bath $12, ae 00 
Wee DH GU Bice rcccccccscesecea 4.00 





Phone—Superior 1322 

















RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED 


~=-'The FROLICS ~~ 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CAFE IN THE WORLD 


i8 Bast 224 Street (opposite “L” station), Chicago, IM. 
The Rendezvous of the Theatrical Stars 
CIVIC AND POLITICAL CELEBRITIES 
RALPH GALLET, 


Manager 
Phone CALUMET $320. 
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Guilmont & Peters Permanent Wave 


“Herbo” Oil Steam Process 
Complete Artistic Beauty Service 


GUILMONT & PETERS 


706 MARSHALL FIELD ANNEX BLDG., CHICAGO 
Phones: DEARBORN 40-09-490000-000-0-0000 000 OPPO Ee ETT WE tet 1975 
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Servidor. 





theatrical guests. 


cost $5 to $8 in any other leading hotel. 


international celebrity. 


and after-theatre parties. 


Two Entire Floors 


Reserved for Professional 


in the 


Forty-six Story Tower of the 


CHICAGO 


The Most Central Location in Town: 
Atop the Tallest Hotel in the World 


LOSE to the top of the gigantic Morrison Tower, and surrounded by the 
purest air ever breathed, the 40th and 4lst floors are set apart entirely for 
Out of earshot of street noises, you can sleep undis- 
turbed until a late hour of the morning. You can also entertain your friends in 
perfect seclusion, secure against interruption. 


1,944 Outside Rooms—Each With Bath 
$2.50 up, Single - - - $4 up Double 


Every room is outside, with bath, running ice water, bed-head reading lamp and 
The last named is particularly appreciated by professional guests. 
completely prevents contact between patrons and hotel employees when laundry, 
shoes, etc., are sent out or returned. 


It 


Nearest Hotel tc Downtown Theatres 


The Morrison stands closer than any other hotel to theatres, stores, and railroad 
stations. Yet, at this central location, rooms are rented for $2.50 to $5 that would 
Store sub-rentals here are so valuable 
that they pay all the ground rent, and the saving is passed on to the guests. 


_ The Terrace Garden and Boston Oyster House 
At t!.se two famous restaurants, the intimate, carefree atmosphere has won 
In the Terrace Garden the light, vivacious dance music 
and sparkling entertainments have made it a favorite rendezvous for lunch, dinner 
The programs are broadcast from WBBM. 


ALL PATRONS ENJOY GARAGE PRIVILEGES 


Patrons 
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The New Morrisan, when completed, will be the largest 
and tallest hotei in the world, containing 3,400 rooms 
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Ohio—“Tommy”; next, 
ties.” 

Hanna—“My Maryland,” 2 weeks. 

Colonial—“Kongo,” 7th week. 

Athambra — “Seventh Heaven” 


(stock). 
Empire—‘Ginger Girls” (Mutual). 


“Vani- 


Palace — Pictures-Vodvil. War- 
ing’s Pennsylvanians. 

Loew’s State—Ruth Elder; pic- 
tures. 

Allen—Rubinoff, 34 week; pic- 
tures. 


Little—Fritz Leiber, “Macbeth.” 
Oriental—Stock burlesque. 





Everything in town did a nose 
dive with the exception of White’s 
“Scandals” splendid business for 
the week before Christmas, 





Plenty of good hokum exploita- 
tion for Ruth Elder at Loew’s 
State. 





Peaches Browning will give the 
natives a look at 50c per next 
week (Jan. 1) at Oriental, stock- 
burlesque house here. 





“Streets of Sorrow,” stage, at the 
Met this week. _ 


MILWAUKEE _ . 


By HERB ISRAEL 
Davidson—‘‘Lulu Belle.” 
Pabst—German stock. 
Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual). 
Alhambra—"On Your Toes.” 
Empress—"The Natural Law.” 
Garden—“Ginsberg the Great.” 
Majestic—“‘Hook and Ladder No. 

$”-vaude. 
Merrill—“Love.’ 
Miller—‘College Hero.” 
Palace—‘“My Friend 

dia”-vaude. 
Strand—‘Tell It to Sweeney.’ 
Wisconsin—“Gay Defender.” 





from in- 





The Empress, which closed its 
stock burlesque a week ago, opened 
as a sex picture place with “The 
Natural Law,” running for men 
oniy. 





Milwaukee faces higher priced 
entertainment. The Wisconsin, un- 
der Wesco’s first move, boosts its 
weekday eve prices to 60c. and its 
Saturday and Sunday tov to oc. 
from 60c. The Garden, with the 
opening of “Jazz Singer,” goes from 
v0c. to 75e, 





The New Egyptian, independent 
neighborhood, opened this week. 





The Wisconsin Roof ball 
has been transferred by the 
interests to the Wesco pool 


room 
Saxe 





Frank Peltret, Warner road show 





man, is here to exploit the “Jazz 


Singer” at the Garden. 





After announcing the Davidson 
would be dark last week, due to 
cancellation of Al Jolson’s “Big 
Boy,” the management shoved in 
a Sennett comedy and Pathe’s 
“Discord” at the last minute. 


CINCINNATI 


By JOE KOLLING 
Shubert—“Gay Paree.” 
Grand—“Wooden Kimono.” 
Cox—“Whole Town’s Talking.” 
Keith’s—Vaude. 

Palace—“Road to Romance” and 
vaude. 

Olympic—"Gaieties of 1928.” 

Empress—‘Girls from U. S. A.” 

E. F. Albee—‘“Get Your Man,” 
presentation. 

Capitol — “When a Man Loves” 
and Vitaphone. 

Lyric—‘Dress Parade.” 

Walnut—“Becky.” 

Strand—‘Open Range.” 














New <Abbee theatre, seating 4,000, 
opened Christmas Eve with a 
presentation policy, first of the kind 
for Cincy. “Get Your Man” screen 
feature and Will J. Ward, mas- 
ter of ceremonies. Acts, Albertina 
Rasch Girls, Murdock and Mayo and 
Fleurette Jeoffrie. Harry Willsey, 
conductor of a 22-piece orchestra, 


and Hy C. Geis, organist. After-| wildcat.” 

noon, 35-50, and the night scale,| Qprjental.—“Night Life”-vaude. 
50-65. It is jointly owned by the 

Keith-Albee, Harris (of Pitts- M. W. McGee, manager reor- 
burgh), and Libson-Heidingsfela ganized Woodward Players (Ma- | 
(local) interests. Building faces} jectic), has engaged Shirley Booth 


Fountain Square on south side of | 


Fifth street east of Vine. Foun- 
tain Square Hotel, newly opened, 
faces on the Vine street side. 

Hill and George Marshall, 
at the Hotel Gibson Flor- 
Room. Cooney 
does eccentric dance. 


Grace 
dancers, 
entine 
pianist, 





OKLAHOMA CITY 


By GEORGE NOBLE 

G. A. Paterson will build a new 
theatre at Hollis, Okla. The new 
Arcade theatre here, to cost over 
$100,000, is under way, and will be 
completed early in the spring. The 
Publix theatres at McAlester, Okla., 
are giving free exhibition of pic- 
tures to the 3,000 convicts in the 
Oklahoma State Penitentiary. Pres- 
ident Spearman, Oklahoma M. P. 
T. O., has gone on a state tour to 
enlist membership in his organiza- 
tion. The city council, Clinton, Mo., 
repealed an old law which pro- 
hibited Sunday shows in Clinton, 
and under the new plan Sunday 
matinees are permitted. A. D. Met- 
calf, proprietor of a picture show 
at Ash Grove, Mo. on Noy. 29 


Conrad, | 


pleaded guilty on charge of operat- 
ing his house on Sunday in viola- 
tion of an ancient blue law and was 
fined $5 and costs, It was the first 
victory of the blue law advocates 
of Ash Grove. Metcalf immediately 
after paying his fine filed com- 
plaints against several Ash Grove 
business men for violating the 
same blue law, which permits only 
necessary household duties on 
Sunday. J. W. McReynolds has 
completed a new picture theatre at 
Montezuma, Kan. The new Victory 
theatre at Rogers, Ark., has been 
opened. The Congress, St. Louis, 
is to be rebuilt after being dam- 
aged by the tornado of Sept. 29. 


DETROIT 


By F. L. SMITH, Jr. 
New Detroit.—‘“The King of Kings.” 
Shubert Detroit.——“Just Fancy.” 
Cass.— ‘Good News.” 
Garrick.—"Chicago.” 
Shubert Lafayette.—‘“Aces Wild” 
(2d week). 
Bonstelle Playhouse.—‘*The Goose 
Hangs High” (stock). 
Temple.—Vaude. 
Adams.—"“Underworld” (2d week). 
Capitoil.—"“Her Wild Oat.” 
Madison.—-“The Jazz Singer.” 
Michigan.—“French Dressing.” 
State —“Thanks for the Buggy 
Ride”-vaude. 
Fox Washington.—‘‘The 








Arizona 








as leading woman. 





Madison theatre (Kunsky) changes 


programs Saturday instead of Sun- | 


day hereafter. Adams is now the 
only Kunsky downtown house stick- 
ing to Sunday openings. 





W. 8S. Butterfield Theatres, Ine 
opens the new Michigan theatre 
(seating 2,000) at Ann Arbor Jan. 5. 
The Capitol, another Butterfield 


house in Flint, opens Jan. 19 
ATLANTIC CITY 
By VINCE McKNIGHT 
Apollo—“We Never Learn.” 
Glohe—"Patent Leather Kid.” 


Stanley —‘The Gay Defender 
Virginia—‘Sorrell and Son. 


Earle—‘Life of Riley’’-vaude 

Colonial — ‘East Side West 
} Side.” 

Strand—''Tea for Thre 


Capitol—Jaws of Stee! 

City Square—“One Woman to 
Another.” 

Savoy—“Dancin’ Dan from Luis 
mr. 








Fred ©. Green, Jr, advance “Pat 


ent Leather Kid” (Globe), was@ud- 
denly switched to Toledo to prepare 
for quick opening there. Fred Roche 
has replaced him here. 





“His Wife,” new Jewish comedy, 
was offered for one performance 
only at the Garden Pier theatre 
Xmas night by Jacob Cohen, local 
Yiddish producer, with entire Arch 
Street theatre company (Philadel- 
phia), headed by Israel Maltzar. 





Savoy reopens once again this 
week with the Whitman Sisters in 
“Dancin’ Dan from  Loutsian’.” 
House dark two weeks, ostensibly 
| for “repairs and alterations,” but in 
+ <a to escape the dull holiday 

z. ——-—— 

Martin's Cafe has now become the 
| Club Madrid, opening last week end 
| with Dewey Kaufman, owner Blue 
Hour, handling the reins. Henri 
Martin prefers to be on the safe side 
and rent the cabaret rather than 
chance the slim pickings himself. 
Talent includes Chester Alexander 
and his “Broadway Revue,” with 
Sydney Rose’s orchestra. Latter 
bunch is from the Silver Slipper, 
| With Joe Frasetto’s band, recently of 
| the Follies,” taking their place there. 


SEATTLE 


BY DAVE TREPP 











Met-——"Blossom Time.” 
President—‘‘Dulce” (stock). 
Ornheum—“Friend From India.” 
vaude 
| Pantages—“Ladies Must Dress,” 


vaude. 
Fifth Ave.—"Gay Defender.” 
United Artists—‘‘Sorrell and Son.” 








; 


Liberty—“Puttons.” 
Blue Mouse—“Ham and Eggs” 
and Talkers. 

Columbia—“On Your Toes.” 

Strand—“After Six Days.” 

Winter Garden—“Lady Bird.” 
“The Jazz Singer” (film) at Blue 
'| Mouse, Dec. 30, advertised by John 
| Hamrick. Indefinite engagement. 
| John Danz, running the Strand as 
; second run house, has “After Six 
; Days it 25-50. 





Billy Morris, years ago known on 


vaude circuits, with Morris & Mor- | 


ri is now in Seattle, doing a rube 
monolog over the air and appear- 
ing before lodges and clubs Hie is | 
74 but retains a robust voice and 
red stuff over effectively. 
Mviellerschoen, young organ 
ist. is the Egyptian where Harry! 
Reed ead organist ' 
tnited Artists theatrs here Fe 
le ling all in Northwest in the West 
Coas script ] Bob Murray 
tion door » ar f 





| 


ance, alone has sold $1,800 worth of 
the books, while every one on the 
house staff, including orchest has 
sold from one book up. Tals ahow 


5 
great co-operation at Manager W. 8. 
Perutz's theatre, 








Nick Carter and Varsitontans 
from WU. of Washington, opened 
Roseland, super-modern dance hall, 
this week. Carter has 10 college 
boys with lots of pep and ability. 





West Coast Theatres circult has 
taken a 14th interest tn the leading 
local broadcasting station KOMO, 
and is on the air for about an hour 
daily, giving courtesy program and 
also plugging a little for its dally 
programs. 

Entire Northwest string adver- 
tised, different theatres being men- 
tioned, However, no extended talk- 
ing to sell show is given at any 
time. 

Herschel) Stuart has fitted up a 
studio in basement of Fifth Ave- 
nue building. West Coast just re- 
cently went on the air along similar 
policy at San Francisco, 





Alf G. Keighley has booked many 
houses for spectal New Year night 
shows. Morenoffs and Brock & 
Thompson will be at Olympic hotel, 
Seattle. Also booked extra acts for 
Fifth Avenue, to augment the Fan- 
chon & Marco unit. Other Keighley 
acts are going to United Artists, 
Egyptian, Ingleside Gardens, Ta- 
coma; Rialto, Tacoma; Rialto, Bre- 
merton and Strand, Vancouver, B. C. 


Frank W. Braden, press agent for 
101 Ranch, is now in charge of West 
Coast publicity here. He recently 
came from Loew's, New York, bring- 
ing Oro O. Parks with him. 

Jimmie Maisell, banjo artist, who 
has been playing with Eddie Pea- 
body, and also known to Vitaphone 


patrons, is doing a single at the 
Kialto, Seattle, this week. Pinky 
Day, baritone, is also at the Rialto 
this week. 
HOUSTON 
Oliver Epps, Atlanta, has suc- 
ceeded Fioyd Smith as manager 


Kirby theatre (Publix) at Houston. 


Nancy Duncan and Foster Wil- 
liams became the new heads of the 
Palace 


Players Dec. 25, succeeding 
Gene Lewis and Helene Millard. 
The Isis theatre, a split-week 


house, has ralsed prices from 6 and 
15 cents to 10 and 25 cents, 


Lionel H. Keane has returned to 
the Majes theatre as assistant to 
manager Eddie Bremer. 
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Dear Ma: tieiman: Transfeld Sisters and their Jazz 

Last week Monday this reporter, and Band is none too good. The 
happened to stroll by your Or- | girls can play a number of instru- 
pheum around matinee time He} ments well and might keep down 
thought that th the schools hav- erhead by operating on their own 
ing declared a holiday that you without a jazz band. They had girl 
would have quite a crowd in the dancer with them, too, but she was 
house. He found out that you had| only used as sort of space filler 
not. while the sisters were making their 

So he kept on strolling along the change. Sisters, however, as a two- 
street and dropped into the house | #ct could be shaped up into good 
that Mr. Pantages runs, about two| Merchandise for your circuit in 


blocks from your Orpheum. 
Well, Markie, 


ond balcony, for the first time 


the reporter, 


he round that Alex 
had them packed to the rafters-and 
Was compelled to open up his sec- 
in 
several months at a matinee per- 
formance. That seemed peculiar to 
so he inquired what 


general. 

For the closing turn he had the 
Hungarian Troupe, three men and 
three women. Not a bad turn at 
all. As matter of fact, rather a 
fast pedal manipulation turn with 
one man carrying lot of weight by 
juggling individually and_  collec- 


was the reason. No one else but] tively the balance of the troupe on 
Alex Pantages, himself, gave the| various contrivances. Would be 
reason. great opening or closing act for 
Confidentially, Markie, what do|your circuit and a novelty of the 
you think it was? Alex said he had|type of which you have so few. 
an old favorite headliner from the On the screen they had “Wolf 


Orpheum performing a similar feat 
have not already 
been informed, Alice Lloyd, English 
girl, who played your circuit many 


for him. If you 


a time and who always did busi- 
mess for you. 

At your house, Mark, last week 
you had headliners, too, but they 
don’t bring the business to your 
box office any more. Your show, 
they say, was not so bad, either. 


but looks as though that 75c. tap 


in the afternoon and $1.65 tap at 
night you put on are a little bit 
too high for the quality of enter- 
tainment you 
when compared to the competition. 

While Pantages had that Christ- 
mas spirit in his heart and offered 


Alice Lloyd and a number of other 
acts which seemed to be 


standard 
much better value. 


Really, Mark, it is too bad your 
as 


shows all around cannot draw 
well as they do over at the Pan- 
tages house, which is not so new 
nor near so beautiful’as the palace 
your Orpheum operates. 

However, if you have not already 
been informed a little more oppo- 
sition came your way 
when the United Artists folks open- 
ed their gorgeous amusement pal- 
ace. 
head that way instead of the north- 
erly direction on Broadway 
which your theatre is located. 


Getting back to Pantages, Alice 
Lloyd made good. She stopped the 
show after doing four numbers and 
had to come through with “Splash 
Me,” a song which all of your old 
Orpheum patrons remember so well 


and would have been glad to have 
heard again. 
seen Alice Lloyd work since she 
came back to the States a 
months ago? 
that the Lloyd act is the “berries’ 
and means business in the Par 
houses. 


Coming back to the rest of the 
bill, the opening turn was the Tex- 
euy 


and woman. The 
spinning and conversa 
Will Rogers, while 


ans, man 
does rope 
tion about 
girl 


the greatest of its kind. 
from that, 
opening turn. 


Next came Lera and Spencer, a 


have been giving 


this week 


Think that folks will sort of 


in 


Has Maxie Gordon 


few 
You might tell Max 


the 
chants a bit and hands him 
his working implements. Of course, 
this act cannot be recommended as 
It is far 
but not so bad for an 


Fangs,” a Fox picture, which is a 
pretty good one, too, as matter of 
fact much better than the general 
run you have bought for youh Hill- 
street, which is the so-called oppo- 
sition to Pantages, but actually is 
not, as Pan has never considered 
it so. Honestly, Pan knows that his 
-|}opposition is the Orpheum, and he 
has been standing it off in great 
shape, making a lot of money, while 
you, as it is understood out here, 
have not been using much black 
ink in your statement columns for 
your crack house on the coast. 

Of course, the new year will be 
here soon, and undoubtedly a new 
leaf turned over, with the proba- 
hilitv that you, Markie, will take 
the Pan type of bill seriously, and 
you should try to give three times 
as good a one for three times the 
admission price that he charges. 

No ackrowledgment for this re- 
nort and advice required, Markie. 
It’s a part of our work to point 
these little things out. That you 
and the other former big time ‘“‘mo- 
guls” didn’t listen are your wor- 
ries only, Marcus. Ung. 





Just another one of those mis- 
taken identity bills at the Orpheum 


last week. Looked pretty good on 
paper but turned out something 
else again when on view Sunday 


night and before qa three-quarter 
filed house—giving it a wide mar- 
gin—who were in a none too recep- 
tive mood. Who would be with a 
layo@ that has two singing acts 
following each other early in the 
first half and calls it an evening's 


entertainment by succeeding a 
dance turn with another and so 
to bed. 


Not hard to conjecture what the 
‘| vanguard of Orpheum patriots 
opined about this little faux-pax on 
the part of the bookers, moreover 
when these occurrences are by no 
means unusual. The extent to 
which the squawks might have 
reached was abated somewhat by 
“|the saving grace of Toto, one of 
the indissoluble names yet linked 
with the fast vanishing traditions 
of vaudeville. Toto is still an in- 
imitable artist in the art of clown- 
ing. He pleases adults and chil- 
dren. From the moment he un- 
ravelled himself out of a toy taxi 
to his 





1 


én . hi | ae 1 parting curtain bow Toto 
wo-man outfit, who chan and/held the center of attention here 
mimic while playing musical in- from everyone. There was no mis- 
struments. They would have been/taxing the genuine applauditory 
great for the two-a-day houses you comment. On the closing end of 
have left. After them were the|the first. section the clown left a 





breath of fresh air for the depart- 
ing lobby loungers. Two male as- 





MOST ORIGINAL 


COFFEE SHOP 
im the Golden West 
Carl—MULLER’S—LIill 
“TWO OLD TIMERS” 
Direct from Train or Theatre 
You Are Welcome 


724 So. Hill St. Los Angeles 





sistants and a cute looking blonde 
made up the rest of the company. 

Opening the show was Pagana, 
violiniste, skilled on the instrument 
and living up to her billing as “the 
girl with the piquant personality.” 
Works in “one” and handles a deft 
bow with assembled selections in 
her program. 

Boyle and 








Della were No, 2 in 





comedy and song. Jack Boyle's 











Guerrini & Co 


venue 
Gee Francisco Cal. 


pipes show no signs of weakening 
as yet and his delivery catches on. 


HI The Leading ane a yg 4 the audience ps _ 
, sed, providing some cross fire. In- 
HEAL Hh My ACCORDION strumental accompaniment has 
™ it Fan. f FACTORY : 
(ORD KS Y, ia the Unites States | Della manipulating the banjo 


strings. With the vocal strains of 
this turn still echoing, a male en- 
semble of singers picked the 
threads up and continued with more 
warbling. The act is billed as “A 
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TAUSIG—SAILINGS 


Steamship Accommodations Arranged on All Lines at Lowest Rates 


Oldest Agency in U. S. Specializing on Theatrical Travel 
EUROPEAN CONNECTIONS — Passage Taken Care of Both 


PAUL TAUSIG & SON Management 
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Night at the Club,” with Hollis 
Devany, tenor, and Francis J. Tyler, 
baritone, featured out of a group of 
12. The choral society went from 
one singing bee into another with- 
out a let up, dishing out some 
pretty old ones and apparently in 
all earnestness. Their efforts,failed 
to connect in spite of evident energy 
behind it. Contributing to the 
audience’s reaction might have 
been the reflection of the Florentine 


Choir, also a choral body and on 
these same boards the previous 
week. 


McKay and Ardine spread the 
next niche with some w. k. wise 
crackin’ and what not. Miss Ar- 
dine foiled neatly for her partner, 
and also getting the most laughs. 
Cutting in on honors with Toto 
were the Yacht Club. Boys, opening 
intermission. George Walsh, at 
the piano; Teddy King and Tommy 
Purcell, with vidlins, and Eddie 
Thomas fighting a swollen uke, 
were the class portion of the show. 
The New York boys who make 
Brunswick records in their spare 
time showed plenty*and took as 
much. They handed out pop and 
special ditties that had the mob 
hanging on for more each time and 
the boys were in an obliging mood. 
Next to shut had Pat Henning 
and Co, taking care of the prize 
spot with Young Pat excelling 
himself in some rapid soft shoe 
work and otherwise gagging with 
his old man. The latter and Ma 
Henning threw a handful of In- 
dian clubs at each other before Pat 
strolled on; after that sitting back 
in the wings for the most to watch 
their offspring do his stuff. Young 
Pat can handle lines as well as 
steps, though hoofing is his forte. 
“A Chameleon Caprice,” flash 
dance turn, with Mollie Dood, eye 
pleasing and clever, had ’em sitting 
tight. Miss Dodd is assisted in her 
terpischorean gyrations by Tommy 
Rush and Leo Conway, youthful 
and sprightly. A sextet of instru- 
mentalists are pleasing and know 
how to reel off those torrid strains. 
Act is well: staged and for color 
effect has white face changes into 
black by manipulation of lights. 
This bit novel to vaude out here 
and made an impression. Act held 
over for another week. 

Wonder how six acts and a feat- 
ure length picture would do here? 





Six new stage attractions opened 
here this week. Sunday night saw 
the opening of Thomas Wilkes’ 
production of “The Vortex” at the 
Hollywood Music Box; at the Or- 
ange Grove “Kongo” ushered in. 
Monday got the brilliant dedicatory 
opening of the new United Artists 
theatre, with Mary Pickford’s film, 
“My Best Girl,” and “The Merry 
Widow,” first of 10 light opera pro- 
ductions, at the Shrine Auditorium. 





Tuesday night “Undertow,” new 
play by Zelda Sears, at the Egan; 
with Al Jolson in person and on the 
screen bringing in “The Jazz 
Singer” to the Criterion Wednesday 
night. ' 





Superior Judge Burnell issued a 
temporary injunction at request of 
Tally’s Broadway, pictures, re- 
straining -the World Museum on 
Main street from using the title of 
“The Naked Truth,” being shown 
at Tally'’s. The complaint alleged 
the title is copyrighted and belongs 
to the Public Welfare Picture Cor- 
poration and that the museum was 
illegally using it. 





Central Theatre Company, newly 
formed corporation, will build a new 
600-capacity picture house’. on 
Broadway, across from the Million 
Dollar in the Wistaria Sweet Shop 
building. Incorporators are Moses 
and George Srere, J. E. Schwartz- 
bine, A. A. Goldfarb and Esther 
Goldfarb. The first two head the 
Srere realty corporation, owners of 
the property. The five are named 
in the stock permit issued by the 
state corporation commission, 
showing a capitalization of $50,000 
with the group holding 500 shares 
of stock at par value of $100 each. 





Charles F. Lowy, deputy state 
labor commissioner, was swamped 
with requests from local theatrical 
producers during the Xmas school 
vacations for permits to use chil- 
dren under legal age for stage pur- 
poses. Lowy not only refused to 
grant the permits, but threatened 
prosecution for any flagrant viola- 
tion that will come to his attention. 








Winthrop Ames’ Gilbert and Sulli- 
van light opera productions are 
coming out here sometime next May 
to appear at either the Mason or 
Biltmore. The company will start 
on a road tour from the east Jan. 9 
and is expected to tarry on the 
; coast until next October when they 
| will return to New York. 

‘sind 
| Superior Judge Bush held Ralph 
| Spence, writer, not liable for debts 
|incurred by the Music Hall Revue 

Co. at the Majestic theatre in 1926. 
| Western Majestic Theatre Co. sued 
Spence for $2,236.56, alleging he 


| 
| 
| 





backed the show with Will Mor- 
rissey and Midgie Miller. Spence 
denied being partner in the produc- 
tion, claiming his interest in the 
show was limited to the extent of 
contributing some money towards 
its success. Suit was brought to 
compel Spence to aid in paying off 
further debts of the show. 





Opening of “The Desert Song” at 
the new Windsor Square changed 
from Dec. 28 to Dec, 29. 





Rennie Crawford, proprietor of a 
museum at 323 South Main street, 
was nipped by a rattlesnake; one 
of four he had bought as “fanged.” 
Crawford was taken to Georgia Re- 
ceiving Hospital for treatment after 
one of his employees saved his life 
by sucking most of the poison out 
of the wound, 





A. V. Perkinson & Co. were 
awarded the contract to build the 
new .West Coast Theatres Circuit 
house to be erected in Golden Gate 
Square at Atlantic avenue and 
Whittier boulevard. Total cost of 
the building when completed will 
approximate $270,000. 





J. H. Millstein, special home of- 
fice representative for M-G-M in 
southern California, has been ap- 
pointed manager of the Los An- 
geles exchange of the company. He 
succeeds Arthur Lamb, head of the 
office for the past three years. 
Lamb, it is understood, is manag- 
ing one of the State Right ex- 
changes after taking a four-week 
vacation, 





J. Roy Williams, local theatre 
owner, will build a new house in 
Oxnard, Cal., on B street in back 
of the Los Angeles First National 
Bank. It will have a capacity of 





around 900. <A. Schroeder is the 
contractor. 
Portland, Portland, Ore. and 


Seattle, Seattle, Wash., now under 
course of construction, will open 
around Feb. 15. These houses were 
built by Publix, Loew and West 
Coast, the latter organization to 
operafe. 





Johanna Mathieson, in charge of 
the wardrobe department at Uni- 
versal studios, and Elmer N. Woolf, 
associated with the Western Cos- 
tume Company, announced their 
engagement. Wedding in the 
spring. 





Hollywood Bowl Association ap- 
pointed the following new commit- 
tee to act on the advisory board for 
the 1928 season of summer con- 
certs: Abby deAvirett, Blanche 
Rogers Lott, Frieda Peycke, Jay 
Plowe and Dane Rudhyar. Mrs. 
Leiland Atherton Irish, general 
chairman of the association, is also 





a member ex-officio of the music 
committee. ~ 
The $3,000,000 theatre to be 


erected by West Coast Junior Cir- 
cuit in Redlands, Cal., will be built 
by the Bellah Construction Com- 
pany of Los Angeles. 

_—E 


Norman L. Sper, former picture 
press agent, is now associated with 
the Los Angeles office of Lyons and 
Lyons Agency of New York. 


_‘Saturday’s Children,” Theatre 
Guild production, will follow 
“Laugh, Clown, Laugh” at the Be- 
lasco Jan. 9. Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr., will head the cast, 








Fred Miller of the Carthay Circle, 

will build a theatre in Regal 
square, opposite Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer studios in Culver City. 
Plans are being drawn. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


By SAMMY COHEN 
Broadway—"The Gay Defender.” 





Pantages—"The Wizard,” vaude. 

Orpheum—“The Rose of Kil- 
daire,” vaude. 

Liberty—Vaude, pictures. 

Rivoli—*“Man Crazy.” 

Blue Mouse—‘One Round Ho- 


gan,” Movietone and Vitaphone. 
Heilig—‘‘The Cradle Song.” 
Music Box—"“The Family Up- 
stairs” (Duffy Players). 





Don Smith, former principal with 
the Will King Musical stock com- 
pany in Portland and Seattle, has 
signed a long-term contract with 
Bob White, general manager of the 
Universal - Multnomah theatres. 
Smith will be master of ceremonies 
at the Bagdad theatre. 

Walter Tebbetts, who is erecting 
the Oriental, which involves an in- 





vestment of over $500,000, em. 
phatically denies that he will dis. 
pose of his house to any producer 
or circuit affiliation. Tebbets states 
that the house, opening Dec, 31, will 
be independently operated by him- 
self. It was reported Universal 
was dickering for the house. 





The commercial radio advertising 
stations are finding the going rough 
in this territory. It is said that a 
canvas made by solicitors of these 
fstations for advertising through 
the “mike” did not bring the ex- 
pected results. The only one that 
seems to be holding its own is the 
Oregonian KGW station. 





Rodney Pantages will be in town 
within the next few weeks, making 
an inspection tour through the 
northwest houses. Alexander Pan- 
tages recently floated a bond issue 
of $1,609,000, which was under. 
written by the Robert Smith bank- 
ing house, the issue to get funds 
for the erection of the Fresno Pan- 
tages. 

West Coast Theatres reported 
making another change in policy at 
the big Hollywood. This house 
has been losing plenty recently, 
with W. C. reported to be wanting 
to let the house go. The policy 
that is being planned for this house 
is a stage band and presentation 
type of performance, something on 
the order of the Fanchon & Marco 
shows. 








The Walnut Park theatre, inde- 
pendently owned by I. Geller, who 
is also building a large suburban 
house, is to be managed by S. H. 
Cohen, former director of publicity 
for the Liberty and Rivoli theatres. 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Teck—“Oh, Johnny.” 
Erlanger—‘Nightstick.” 
Buffalo—“My Best Girl.” 
Hip—“The Poor Nut.” 

Great Lakes—“On Your Toes.” 
Lafayette—“Hero For Night.” 
Leew’s—“Quality St.” 





Gayety (Columbia) — “Cock-A- 
Doodle-Doo.” 
Court St. (stock)—"“Old Home- 


stead.” 





Following the “News,” recently 
inaugurating a dramatic column, 
“Courier-Express” (morning) is 
carrying local theatrical news 
under the heading “Backstage and 
Out Front,” by the dramatic 
editor, William Martin. 





Al Beckerich, manager of Loew's, 
has a nervous’ breakdown. His 
place is being filled temporarily by 
Carl Levi, of the New York Loew 
offices. 





M. Norman Beck, of Rochester, 
held in Batavia last September for 
operating a-“donation and refund 
betting system” at the Genesee 
County Fair, was convicted in 
County Court of the violation of the 
state gambling law. A 60-day jail 
sentence was imposed with the case 
going on appeal to the Appellate 
Division. 





Manager Robert L. McNab, man- 
ager of Shubert-Teck, only local 
theatre manager to capitalize on 
the new Ford interest. McNab had 
one of the new models in the thea- 
tre lobby. 





Rumors are current locally of a 
complete change of policy in one 
of the large downtown picture thea- 
tres which has recently been con- 
sistently in the red. Out of town 
representatives of ‘the operating 
company have been on the ground 
for the past fortnight. 





“Night Stick,” at the Erlanger 
next week, establishes a new prec- 
edent locally. The play is here tor 
this week only, returning to New 
York, and re-opening at the Cohan 
Jan. 2. At the Selwyn, New York, 
the show made money but the house 
eek so it had to go out for @ 
week. 





Frank Perry, former manager of 
the Gayety (Columbia), is conduct- 
ing the Buffalo Palais Royal restau- 
rant. 
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Theatre, San _ Francisco 


LURIE Matinees Wed. and Sat 


LILLIAN ALBERTSON Presents 
with VINCENT YOUMANS 
His 


“HIT THE DECK” 
The “Hallelujah Show” 




















643 So. Olive Street 


FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 

Designers and Creators of Special Show Girl and Chorus Costumes 

for many of the motion picture producers and all Fanchon and 

Marco West Coast presentations. These costumes for rent to respon- 

sible musical stock and tab show companies at reasonable prices 
FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 
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) traced here The “extras wer! 
VARIETY BUREAU | distributed throughout the L BURLESQUE Bin 
noon, The reading matter of ROUTES 
WASHINGTON, D. stl course, concerned the killer in r 
, Gorilla.’ 
616 The Argonne — COLUMBIA 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. mere newspapers devoted Week of Dec. 26 and Jan. 2 
Telephone Columbia 4630 Py pt me Ts <-l Mllage + pn ag A Perfect 36—26-28, Colonia 
mathemati il prodigy t Re I-31, ee Se ° 
lennepia Orpheum, sang f seeing ; 
By HARDIE MEAKIN \f lout Sines im har tee ladaee eho © . Facts Ge ‘ 4 
Belasco (Shubert)—"Spot in Sun" | lights here during the latter p tng Mi trcaany 
c. H. Knopf}; next, “Free Soul” | mt her engagement when requir: _ — Re — <a PI 
(Wm. A. Brady). Jan. 9, Silver|to alter her act because of Har cad A D “- . = 
Cord.” Kahne’s claim of an infringemen a ee CG a R _ ” 
National—“King of Kings” (film),| Her previous stunt complained of 1) - eons So. ee 
finishes current week after but two-|by Kahne was to recite while p ane - G a P te hl cea 
week stay; next, “Hidden” (Belasco). lforming one of her mental feats FP) on i go-to do \ ar ig 
Poli’s (Shubert)—“Rose-Marie”; |The song that replaced the recita- |. oy york ee © areas 
“ Su |tation will remain in Miss Mac-|\~Sy,jor) ppeanpire, Providence 
sext, “Yours Truly ae PY n - | Foolin’ Around—Gayety, Pitts 
Keith’s—Vaude. | Kechnie s act. It was rehearsed in|), urgh; 2, Olympic, Cincinnati 
Gayety (Columbia) “Dancing | her dressing room for the first time Gaieties of 1928 ‘Olympic ‘Cin tn 
around.” 15 minutes before she went on th: ti: 2 Gayety, Toronto . —e 
Strand Py eaten ate “Girls from | Stage and undertook it. Here We Are— Gayety Toronto; 
land. pry sayety 
a Pictures Two Minneapolis theatres have |“ Hich Tint Revee Gayet Roc} 
Columbia—“Love” on run. kiddies’ revues as their leading at- ester: 2-4. Colonial wi reien “-6 
Earle—“Man Crazy"; new stage|t?actions this week. The State of- Capitol, Alban ' 
presentation peclicy. fers its kiddies’ revue as a stage ~ Lid Lift ri ine i kly 
“” . . £408 band presentatio h oungsters | ad iifters Empire, Brooklyn 
Fox—‘“Very Confidential’ and 60 I m, the ¥ 5 | Let's Go—Empire, Brooklyn 2 
ople stage operetta “Babes in working in front of a band for the) . 4” Ph tictahin pore 
. a” first time. E. C. Bostick, manager, | ““5!n0,. Philadelphia. | ae 
pd Circle’: next Pantages, recruited his kiddie r« a — —* Ra ttle 
Pte *| vue talent locally. ence; 2, Gayety, Boston 
“Cabinet of Dr. Galigari” (repeat). tons a Nothing But Girls—Columbia 
Palace—"“My Best Girl” and stage -ew York; 2, Casino, Brooklyn. 
revue; next, “London After Mid- SAN FRANCISCO Peek-A-Boo — Casino, Brooklyn 
night.” ’, Empire, Newark. 
Rialto—“On Your Toes” and stage By JACK EDWARDS Snyder, Bozo—VPalace, Baltimor: 
attractions; next, “Last Waltz.” “Chauve-Souris” jumped here d Gayety, Washington 
ka “ | rect from New York to open ; Tip Top Revue—ikmpire, Newark 
Peter Borras into open his new | three-week engagement at the Cur-| 2, Miner's Bronx, New York 
@ining and dancing place in the | ran Dec. 26, marking its first ap Wine, Woman and Song—Casin« 
Washington builging, one of the|Pearance on thé Pacific coasi.| Boston 
town’s new office buildings. on New | Large advance sale. $4 top. Fol- | pos oa 
Year's eve. Johnny O'Donnel! at|/0Wing San_ Francisco, the show | MUTUAL 
Borras Spanish Village, moves along | Diays ® week between Oakland and) 1.114 pox Revue—z6-27, Geneva 
with venture. Sacramento, Stockton and Fresno: 28-29. Oswego: 30-81, Schenectady. 
Saul Levitan, violinist from Bos- Don and Iris Wilkins staged a | * . - oe ey ic, New 
er bosn dite -oe |) Christmas Exercises” show at the | Banner Burlesquers—Lyric, New 
ton, of Davis Le Paradis band, was| |‘ oe watt ark: & Wude U Cit 
rushed to the hospital from the | Gr@nd-Lake, utilizing the old schoo! oe Faenag nam bee | me Brook 
stand for an operation. Reported house idea, Bobby Gross came up ae. Seen nee ary ~~ 


progressing okay. 





Ross Conkling, drummer of the | 


is out through | 
bad on him 


game aggregation, 
his eyes going 


Johnny Slaughter, recently added | 
to the Lido (night club) orchestra, 
as violinist, is not leading as re- 


ported, the assignment continuing 

to be handled by Fmory Daugherty, 

drums. , 
Coming over from the editorial 


side Ralph D. Palmer, now dramatic 
editor of the “Daily News,” is put- 
ting much spot news in his columns 
out of the usual run. Response | 
seems to indicate procedure is liked. | 





Earle will switch to 
epenings next week. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropolitan—Dark. 


Saturday 


| 





Shubert—‘Tommy” (Bainbridge 
stock). 

Hennepin-Orpheum—Vaude, “The 
Main Event.” 

Pantages—Vaude, “Ladies Must 
Dress.” 

Palace—' Try it With Alice” 
(McCall-Bridge tab) 

Seventh Street—Vaude, “A Flame 


tn the Sky.” 

Gayety—"Step Lively Girls” 
(Mutual). 

State—"She’s a Sheik,” Kiddie 


revue. 
Garrick ‘The Gorilla 
Strand—"“Love.” 


Lyric—‘“Jesse Jam«¢ 
Grand—“The Cat 
gary” (2d Loop 


and the Ca- 
showing) 
Merle Potter, real estat 
the Journal, has succeeded 
Miles as dramatic editor 


editor of 
Carlton 


Metropoli- 
long period 
top. 


“Wings” reopens the 
tan next week after a 
of darkness at $1.65 


Eddie Gallinagh, F. & R. press 
agent, took advantaze of the in- 
terest here in the recent hunt for 
William Edward Hickman, alleged 
slayer of Marion Parker, to get in 
some good publicity for “The 
Gorilla,” current Garick offering. 
Gallinagh printed 10,000 “extras 


that bore a close resemblance to 
one of the local newspapers and 
which carried a huge scare head 
telling about a demon siayer being 





TAYLOR'S 


NOW LOCATED AT THEIR 
NEW STORE 


115 WEST 45TH ST. 


NEW YORK 


Where a Larger and Finer Assortment 











CHICAGO STORE 


\ 





} 
| 





from Los Angeles to lyn; 
and featured Remick’s “Blue River.” | . Bi 
Other acts participating included | '-°' 
Treen and Barnett, Leona Sanders, Be 


participate 


Don Grant and Howard Thompson, * ‘'**' 


the latter in the Grand-Lake band “ 








innell, 


2, Lyric, Newark. 

g Revue—State, Springfield; 2 
h St... New York. 
»wery Burlesquers 
idelphia; 2, 


Trocadero 
Strand, Washing 


Carrie—Orpheum, Pate! 


Paramount's “Wings” is tenta son; 2, Gayety, Scranton. 
tively booked for the Columbia lollies of Pleasure sarrecs, mA 
late April. Louis; 2, Gayety, Kansas Cit) 
i rench Models—Gayety Scran 
Will Duffy, manager of the Presi- «> Gayety, Wilkes- Barre, 
dent, is spending the holidays ai|, Frivolities of 1928-—Star, Brook 
| the former home in Des Moines |lyn, 2, Trocadero, Philade!phia 


be Ginger Girls—Empire, Cleveland; 

Gino Severi, orchestra director at | ~ Grand, Akron. a 
the California (West Coast-Publix| Girls From Happyland—Strand 
run house), essayed a feat in con- Washington; 2, Gayety, Baltimore. 
junction with the current showing |. “its From the Follies—Academ) 


on the screen of First National's | ** 


having his musicians play the diffi- 


sburgh; 2, Lyric, Dayton. 
“Private Life of Helen of Troy,” by | _ ‘rls of the U. 
cinnati; 2, Gayety, 


S. A.—Empress, 
Louisville. 


cult “Rhapsodie in Blue,” by Gersh- | Happy Hours—Grand, Akron; 2 
win. This is considered by musi- | “@"den, Buffalo. ’ errs , 
cians to be one of the trickiest over- | _ Hello Paree—Garden, Buffalo; 2 


tuyes ever written, and credit is due H 
Severi for the manner in which it} , °’ 
is being interpreted. The musician 


Clayety, 


Corinthian, Rochester. 


gh Flyers—Garrick, St 
Kansas City. 


Louis; 
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1) ree B. Shaw races at Batavia, when he sen- 
‘aa Tem} I vhouse, January | t« ed him last week to 60 days in 
and 14. Cast w : nile Carolyn " He found Beck guilt of vio- 
r er, Ros Allenberg, Su ting anti-gambling laws, but the 
in ander d Kahn and tter will appeal Beck promoted 
Chasies Le\ n greyhound races in |! hester 
i fall 
Ta \ f an expe ’ — — 
\N t i ( nmunity wil esen 
aN . 5 read |! ie t (,eor i ooK®s 
to ’ I ‘ p e rel ol 
| con Ss ester “Herald iv st 
I t ster, next week in t ise 
] ft Al 
" I wi r Twe veek!y ture ifter 
Col be s&s wn : t) t Se 
ry nol - Ostrow liers’ Home ] N. Y¥ Film 
Wkich he wrote W 1 prisoner on | Board of Trade will take over the 
the ul Iie is featuring it as ontract formerly held t the 
n overture juring New Year's |Schine cireuit. 
yoek Rer ini has made a special . 
I tf four planos, some- Victoria will play an extra show 


uttempted by | daily, starting at 11 instead of noon. 


nusi ns Ww essaved to play the 

overture 
| NEWARK 

Norman Peel, for three years} 


leading man with the Fulton stock, | By C. R. AUSTIN 


Oakland. has been brought to Sac- Shubert—"She's My aby.” a 
ramento to play male leads with | Broad 9 Ww omen tic On Forever 
the Plaza Players, opening in “It's | Proctor’s—Vaudeville-“Hero for a 
Aza ‘ B, < " in Nicht.” 
a Boy } y . 
s ira | Loew’s State — Vaudeville-“Man 
| Woman and Sin.” 

Owen Sweet musical director pean sy “rn, + 
and m at the Senator (West ane Vaudeville-“That's My 
Coast) Saci rento, is doubling | Me : os , +? 
wit o band of Gol te at the 6 | eee Her Wild Oat''-vaude 
aaeae aibeee tae on = hour and) Branford — “Man © Crazy”-vaude 
Ng ee See | ville. 

, . ' e Fox Terminal ‘The Wizard 

Sacramento Beys Band oF 60 | «The Cheer Leader.” 
pieces mad ts sti debut Christ Rialto “My | et Girl 


mas week at the 
ture- Vitaphone 
capital 


Alhambra, pic- 
house in the state 


Capito! — “Sailor Izzy 
for Ladies Only.” 
Goodwin—"“Two Arnbian Knights.” 
Miner’s Empire—“Tip Top Revue 
KANSAS CITY (Columbia). 
| Lyric — “Ba 
By WILL R. HUGHES | (Mutual). : 
Shubert—"The Madcap” (Mitzi). | Orpheum——Drake and Waller Re- 


Murphy’ ’- 


nner Burlesquers” 


Missouri Abie’s Irish Rose.” vo pictures. ea 
Orpheum— \ audeville-pictures, Marty Beck and band have fin- 
Pantages \ audeville-pietures ished the second of two long en- 
Mainstreet— Vaicdeville-pictures ragements at the Branford A spe- 
Loew's Midland “Love”-stage cially recruited band called the 
presentation tranford Players (14) is in instead 
Royal—"Button Eddie Elkins’ band has ieft the 
Globe—"The lazz Singer-Loie Mosque for the Strand, New York. 
Bridge Musical Stock — 
Capito!l— Bert Smith's Musical | Stanley-Fabian has at last opened 
Revue-pictures the Castle, Irvington However, the 
Gayety— Burlesque (Mutua}) fight for Sunday movies, without 
: ‘ which, it is claimed, the Castile can 
One of the new Ford cars attract- | ot Make money, has not becn won 
ed much attention in the lobby of | and all_ the Irvington houses are 


the Mainstreet. The tie-up with the 
Fird distributors and the theatre 
got extra newspaper publicity and 
Ace (Post) oluminist, gaye it his 
entire space in one issue 


closed on that day. 


ST. LOUIS 


The following theatre changes tn 


~ - the St. Louis territory have been 
The Globe is offering the “Jazz |reported: Houston, Mo,, Lyric thea- 
Singer’ with A! Jolson and accom- /tre, repgrted transferred from W. 
| panying Vitaphone bill, together | W. Paulding to W. D. Trout: Lyrie, 
with Loie Bridge Musical stock, for | Kennett, Mo., transferred from 
75e. top Raymond and Garrett to H. A. Gar- 
. rett: Strand, Pocahontas. Lil.. trans- 

The Missout dark a few weeks! ferred from F. E. Schmitt to John 
sinca the local stock plan was Delaurenti Liberty, Bernie Mo. 


play it “hot,” considering theirs is | , High Life— Empire, Toledo; 2 
primarily a stringed band, and are | “')!tg. Cleveland. 
winning many plaudits for their { Hollywood Scandals—Lyric, Day- 
rendition . ton: 2, Empress, Cincinnati 
eanecenieal <andy Kids — Gayety, Wilkes 

Debut of Krank Whitbeck as}°* pp ¥, L. O. ai 
master of ceremonies over radi ztime , Rev ue : reo 
KYA (“Examiner’-West Coast The- Roche oes 2-3, Steg t . 5, Oswe- 
atres owned and operated). proved os). oor ctady, : 
so successful fin Thru—L. O.; 2, Sta 


that he will be drafted ' 
probably each Monday night during 


*klyn. 


, wnlicht aids tAN fans 
the special West Coast Theatres’ | 7° 0 G0), ee eo Ka 
hour. Whitbeck, publicity directo: Pos a : 
for the W. C. theatre chain inp Na if uty eg Pitot Omaha 
Northern California with head As Ha ‘es . G aed “ Milwauk 
: it otek tr tecaaliaiea — 
quarters he re, rave them something a ‘ aw chi mayety, Ww } 
“different” in his announcements. It Pihet he Fo or : = ard rey 
was advertising far removed fron shelahe- — - Mt oward, Bos 
, ae este 
the stereotyped, in that it was Aes ame 1az —_ orcester at 1i 
newsy and breezy, and interspersed Parisian Flappers——Mutuai, Indi- 
with enough comedy to make lis inapolis; 2, Garrick, St. Louis. | 
teners-in crave for more Pretty 3abies—H udson, Union 
ain eid ; City: 2, Orpheum, Paterson 
a ; Reco , } sty alti 
Funeral] services for Don S. Mit 2 Gayety, Balti 
chell, assistant sales manager west ; ey — ‘ 
Le ees, Cz 2 
ern division for Universal Pictures, |. : hg ey ag hicago; 2 
P ¢ ? 1 ; 
who died suddenly Dec. 11, were : , 
i i s-—C c, yetroit; 
conducted here by the local lodge of Social Maids adilia I 


Empire, 


Toledo. 


Elks. Mrs. Mitchell arrived from anki 4 nee — ; 
Honolulu, where she was at the ve Ng ten a H, Now Tors; 
ag 7 ee gerne cage Ste p Lively Girle—Gayety, Min 


Phoenix (Ariz.) B. P.O. E. No sur 


St 
cessor has as yet been named 


Pitt 


On the eve of their departure for St 


Australia, where they open for J. ©. | 
Williamson, Ltd., Sonny Clay's or- 


neapolis; 


2, Gayety, Milwaukee. 


olen Sweets—L. O.; 2, Academy) 
sburgh. 

igar Babies—Gayety, Louisvill« 
{futual, Indianapolis. 


Tempters—Plaza, Worcester 2 





chestra and an all-colored revue | ~*@*® Springfield. 

were booked into the Wigwam bh: me 

Nat Holt as a pre-holiday ttractior 

Colored entertainers sail Dec. 28 letters of administration of his es- 





abandoned. onened with road shows | (no information as to whether the 
at popular prices Christmas day. The |town'’s named after Ben), reported 
i old reliable ‘Abie’s Irish hose, transferred Herman Ferguson to 
which ran 14 weeks in the same | Max Weiner; Fairyland, Alsey, I1., 
house two seasons ago. is the first | Closed Star, Grand Tower rhl., 
in and will stay a couple of weeks. ,Closed, Princess, Blackwater Mo., 
Tomm): will be the next attrac- | destroyed by fire. 
tion. 
| A new and bitter tight on the 
Sunday blue law losir heatres 
DALLAS lin Warrensburg M: and other 
cities and towns in the county, has 
By RUDOLPH DONAT turned that city ar the rround 
Palace—"‘Ciet Your Man”: Art ing country topsy-turvy The 
Land (stage) especial theatre singled out by 
Majestic— The G Retreat” and | Prosecuting Attorney Nick M 
vaude Bradley is the Star, Warr burg 
‘Melb a=— ‘i tons and vaude The prosecutor has raked up arn 
Circle—Stock. old Sunday-closing statute on the 
Old Mill—"American Beauty | Missouri lawbooks, but R. M. Shel- 
Capitol—"The Dress Parade.” ; ton, manager of the Star, and his 
Pantages—Puddy Morgan Revuc |“ttorneys assert that if the play- 


(tab) 


Arcadia— Vita 


house is closed, they will insist on 


such a rigid enforcement of the 
_ moss-covered statute that War- 
|}rensburg folk won't be able to pur- 


Dwight Brown is featured organ 








ist at the Palace with Raymond |chase even a box of matches Sun- 
\'La Pere and Leonard Holland as- | day. 

| sistants : 
. - ALL MODERN CONVENIENCES 
} Julia Hogan (non-pro) plays the 200 ROOMEB 200 KATHE 
jlead in “Young Woodley,” the Dallas 

| Little Theatre's third offering MARION ROE HOTEL 

| Oliver Hinsdell directing 
Howard Nugent, director, Circle Broadway and Pine 
| stock resigned his post with I Oo 
| Meiklejohn & Dunn and has re- ST. UIS, MO. 
turned to California. | Lmelede Cars at Station Pass the Dour 

- | 





Xmas week marks the 
of the Movietone at the Majestic 
This makes two “talkies” in 
Dallas as the Vita still continues at 
the Arcadia 


initiatior 


INERS 
MAKE UP 


Raymond B Jones, former ex 





ploitation man at the Palace hers Est. Henry = Miner. Inc. 
has become manager of the new 
| Publix house the Worth, tn Fort 


— tate in superior court The value 
Players Guild revived “The J« of Kellv’s estate is unknown Most 
for four performances during holi- f his property consisted of unse- 
day week. Next regular attraction | cured notes given him by friends in |} 
will be “Bulldog Drummond,” open- | exchange for loans, It is reported. 
aes eh h6UmreUlUlmUlUClCUmrUmC—C—~™C:Cit SS Se 
Harry Burke, former New York 


San Francisco promises to becom: ney 
a divorce Mecca, especially among BP 
those who are limited as to finances neg 
Investigation reveals that a divor 
here costs less than in Reno, which 
has long been noted as the “untying 
place” of the west Attorneys fig- | T 


ure a divorce can be had here for 
as low as $64.50, which includes $50 
TRUNKS +“ ~ BAGS Po ao : 
EE t 
of every description are _w avail- Mrs J senhine Stever 
tg When you visit cur new store granted an interlocutory decre ‘ 
to see “TAYEOR’S SPECIAL | divorce from Lester E. St« ; 
v ARDROBE TRUNK, $50.00.” ay : ‘ ‘ o i 
lad writer and orchestra le ( 
QUALITY—SERVICE ferueilty ere unds “ne w e iv er 
Under Same Management Since 1850 $35 weekly alimony 
28 KE. Re a a 
os The widow of James | ( i 
(Spider Kelly), boxer and manager 
who died here recently, filed spe: Ts 


rke, and J. J. 


nney-Dempsey fight 
et for trial In January 


continued until 


paper man; his son, H. W 
Moore, local 
agent, entered pleas of not 

to charges of conspiracy to 
ite the federal statutes in bring- 
into the state pictures of the 
Their case 


book- 


rie tambes u has been sig! 
George Ebey to do three new 
at his Fulton, Oakland r 

h Ebey’s dramatic etock wil 


February 





Prower is again acting 
ceremonies at the We 
ornia in San 


in attack of flu 


Calif 


mple Players will present 


| Worth 


‘The j 


GUSTAVE 


(Formerly with Johr Co.) 
Hairdresser to the 6 a. 
Specialist in HAIR COLORING and 
PERMANENT WAVING 
149 West 45th Street 
(Bet. 6th & Tih Aves.) . 

NEW YORK 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By H. D. SANDERSON 
Lyceum—"“Prosdwa? 
Eastman—"Get Your Mar 





Rochester Topsy and Eva Tel. BRYANT 9047 for Appointment 
idé 
Regent Tj h A eiorn 


Piccadilly—"“Duttons. ’ - - 
Fay’s Dog of Regiment”’-vaude 


Temple—K. A.-vaude. and DRAPERIES 


Gayety Burlesque i¢ 


sleprvaliiss 
aUliatiiat 








Corinthian—Burlesque (Mutual).| gor SCENIC STUDIO Columbus. 0 
} ‘ rn ley the a atic 
plar I safe in law- | 
al i} state towr £0 { yur ’ : - y - 
judge Newe K. Cone told J. Nor THE STANDARD ENGRAVING CO Inx 
; e } 2235 west 319% MEW vORK 
man Heck promoter of runnis 
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~ BILLS NE 


(Continued f 


LaSalle & Mack 
Farnell & Florence 
Kima 
‘One t fi 
Uptown 
td half (29-1) 
On T i 
Taxi Talks 
Kane Keve J 3 
Winnie Baldwin 
The Jansleys 
DUNKIRK, N. Y¥. 
Capitol 
ed half (29-1) 


Piator & Natalie 

Florence & Arnold 

(Two to fill) 

KB LIBERTY, PA. 
Sheridan Sq. 


2d half (29-1) 
Ww & E Ford 
Lucky Stiff 
4 Rounders 
OhIimeyer & Baker 


(One to fill; 


EASTON, PA. 
Keith's 

2d half (29-1) 
Rogers & Wynn 
Nelson's Elephants 
Joe B Stan'ey 
Diero 
Ch'p'lle & Stinette 


ELIZABETH, N. 4d. 
City 

2d half (29-1) 
Gilfoyle & Lang 
Turelly’s Cir 
Nan Halperin 
JI & G Stanbeck 
(One to fill) 


ELMIRA, N. Y¥. 
Majestic 
2d half (29-1) 
Goetz & Duffy 
Danieis & Eames 
Frank Evers & G 
(Two to fill) 


ERIE, PA. 
Erie (26) 


Kody & Wilson 
Dayton & Rancey 
Casey & Warren 
6 Crackerjacks 
(One to fill) 
(2) 

Harry Thurston 
Glorifying Jazz 
Murray Girls 
Burns & Wilson 
(One to fill) 


FAIRM'NT, W. VA. 


Fairmont 
2d half (29-1) 
Rasso 
Wilkins & Wilkins 
Ashley Page 
Kenny Carvet 
(One to fill) 
FINDLAY, 0. 
Harris 
2d half (29-1) 
Chas Riley 
Billy Grass 
Jinks & Ann 
“(Two to fill) 


G’RM'NT'WN, PA.| paul Kodak 
Germantown 50 Mifes f'm B'way 
2d half (29-1) Shelton Heft 

Levan & Boles ) » 

Vivian & Walters eee PA. 

(Three to fill) indiana 

GLENS F’LS, N.¥,| . 24 half (29-1) 

Alice Donahue 
Rialto Kirk & Lawrence 
2d half (29-1) Geo Gordon 


Gerber's Gaieties 


XT WEEK | 


| Grindell & Esther 


R & K Morris | Seed 


| (Two to fill) 
| CLV’'RSV’'LE, N. ¥. 
Glove 
| @d half (29-1) 
| o Gall 
Giadiators 
| Gerber’s Galeties 
Ervel & Dell 
Wallece & May 
G. RAPIDS, MICH. 
Ramona Park 
2d half (29-1) 
LaSalle & Mack 
Farman & Evang 
Burns & Wilson 
London Paris & NY 
Farnell & Florence 
Red Marshal! Co 
GR'NF'ILD, MASS, 
Victoria 
2d haif (29-1) 
Manny & Roberts 
(Others to fill» 
GREENSB’'RG, PA. 
Strand 
2d half (29-1) 
Casting Stars 
Saul Brilliant 
Gerber's Giggles 
Ross & Ross 
Monte & O’Brien 
H’CK’'N’S’CK, N. J. 
Lyric 
2d half (29-1) 
Jack Ryan 
J & J McKenna 
Len D Hollister 
(Two to fill) 
HARRISB’RG, 
Majestic 
2d half (29-1) 
Chabot Torini 
(Others to fill) 


PA. 


HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol 
2d half (29-1) 
Muriel Stryker 
Rubini & Ross 
Reeves & Wells 
Frank Viola 


Dieh! Sis & McD 
Palace 
2a haif (29-1) 


Jewell & Rita 
Town Topics 
Bernard & Keller 
Smith Carlton Rev 
Evans & Barrie 2 


HORNELL, N. Y. 
Shattuck 

2d half (29-1) 
Lumm & White 
Valentine & Bell 
jaffney & Walton 
Orange Grove Ent 
(One to,fill) 


W'NT’GT'N, W. VA. 
Orphelm 
2a half (29-1) 
Gladys Darling 
Allen & Canfield 





(Two to fill) 











INDIANAPOLIS | 
Keith's (26) 
Tach Medley 
Zelda Sar 
I Shor 
1 & Aust 
( & P Mage 


ITHACA, N. ¥ | 
Strand 

2d half (29-1) 

Chalfont Sis 

(Others to fill) 

JKSNV'LE, FLA. 

(26) 


Susan 


Palace 
Bernard & 
F & D Rial 
Prince Tokio 
Carleton & Bellew 
Fiddlers vs Jazz 


JMEST’WN, N. Y. 
Shea's 

2d half (29-1) 

Magic Lamp 

Chew Hing Tr 

Gene Green 

Karl Rovein 

Moore & Powell 


JERSEY CITY 
State 
2d half (29-1) 
Dancing McDonalds 
Burns & Allen 
Boy & Girl Rev 
May Wirth Family 
(One to fill) 


JOHNST’WN, 
Majestic 
2d half (29-1) 
Fries & Wilson 
Wilson & Dobson 
Betts & Ptnr 
Tramp ‘Tramp 
Gautier & Pony B’y 
LANCASTER, PA. 
Colonial 
2d half (29-1) 
Paul Yocan 
Shelton Brooks 
Wilbur Mack 
Maddock's Mascots 
(One to fill) 
LIMA, PA. 
Keith's 
2d half (29-1) 
Glorifying Jazz 
(Others to fill) 


N.Y. 


LOCKPORT, N. Y. 
Palace 
2d half (29-1) 
Leon & Arch 
Arcorry Bros 
Lane & Lee 
(Two to fill) 


LONG BRANCH 
Broadway 
2d half (29-1) 
Fred's Seals 
(Others to fill) 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 
National 

24 half (29-1) 
Torino 
Donovan Girls 
Bert Lytell 
Mona Mura Boys 
(One to filly 

lst half (2-4) 
Harry Wolf Co 
G& P Magley 
Wolf &. Jerome 
Adile Jason Boys 
2 Jacks 
(One to fill) 

2d hatf (5-8) 
Edith Beiser 
Lydell & Higgins 
Johnson & Baker 
B'dford & Hamilt'n 





(Two to fill) 
LOWELL, MASS. 








li 





Call For--- 











and be assured of receiving 

best materials properly blended 

SOLD EVERYWHERE 
Manufactured by 


Stein Cosmetic Co., N. Y. 


Keith's 
2d half (29-1) 
| Herber & Neeley 
} Dale & Fuller 
Clara Howard 
Gautier’s Dogs 
Edna White 
James Caughlin 

lst half (2-4) 
Lerner & Chadwick 











the 











—_— A wm 


oe 8 -—- 


| Dumbar & Turner 
| Southern Girls 
B & R Gorman Bev 
| Jack Danger 
| Flaming Youth 
| 2d half (5-8) 
| Reaves & Wills 
Pauline 
Ada Brown Co 
Eastman & Moore 
i Coley & Jaxon 
(One to fill) 


MACON, GA, 
Grand (%6) 
Caupolican 
Enos Frazhere 
Chase & Collins 
Cooper & Lacey 
Worth & Willing 


Palace 
2d half (29-1) 





DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 W. 72d St., New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 
New Assortment of 15 Exclusive De- 
sign Christmas Greetings, One 


Dollar 


Eastman & Moor 
Combe & Nevins 
B & R Gorman 

Lawton 

(One to fill) 


MANSFIELD, 0O. 
Madison 
2d half (29-1) 


M’NCH'ST’R, N,. H. 


F&Jih 
(Three to fill) 
McKEESP’RT, 
Hippodrome 
2d half (29-1) 
Bruber's Oddities } 
Krugel & Robles 
Connie & Mitchell 
Bway 3 
(One to fill) 


MEADVILLE, PA. 
Park 

2d half (29-1) 

Valdo Mears & V 

Copes & Hutton 

Fantastics 

(Two to fill) 


MERIDAN, Q@®. 
Poli's 

2d half (29-1) 

Wahl & Deeds 

Mahoney & Cecil 

Jean John & B'win 

5 Molays 

Dorothy Rae's Syn 

MONTREAL, CAN. 
Mobile 

2d half (29-1) 

Hal Neiman 

2 Southern Girls 

Eddie Dale 

Steele 3 

Mason & Dixon 

Kirby & Duval 

MT. VERN’N, N.Y. 
Prospect 

2a half (29-1) 

Juliet 

Kelly & Jackson 

Miller & Mack 

Jim Jam Jems 

(One to fill) 


N’SHV'LE, TENN. 
Princess (26) 
Harry Wolfe Co 
Fountain of Dance 
Redmond & Wells 
Max & Gang 
Adele Jason Co 


NEWARK, N. J. 
Proctor’s 
2d half (29-1) 
Gr'nw'd Sch'l Kids 
Gerland Griffin 
Conlin & Glass 
Alexander & Santos 
(One to fill) 


N.BR’'NSW’K, N. J. 
State 
2d half (29-1) 
Bobbe Johnston 
Stone & Ioleen 
4 C’st'g Campbells 
(Two to fill) 
NEWBURGH, 
Proctor’s 
2d half (29-1) 
Caites Bros 
Country Club Girls 
(Three to fill) 


NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Palace 

2d half (29-1) 

Bert Shepard 

Frisco 

Marty Dupree 

Billie & Wally 

DeBee & Hudson 

N’W LONDON, CT. 
Capitol 

24 half (29-1) 

Cahill & Wells 

(Others to fill) 


NEW ROCHELLE 
Proctor’a 
2d half (29-1) 
Don Lee & Louise 
J C Flippen 
(Three to fill) 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Belleview 
2a half (29-1) 
4 Aces & a Queen 
(Others to fill) 


N. ADAMS, MASS. 
Empire - 
2d half (29-1) 
Elsie & Herman 
3 Weber Girls 
(Three to fill) 


OTTAWA, CAN, 
Keith's 

2d half (29-1) 
Skelly & Heit 
Charlott Worth 
Howard's Ponies 
Scott Saunders 
Dewilf'd & B’wm'n 


PASSAIC, N. J. 
New Montauk 


2a half (29-1) 
Al Moore Bd 
Jack North Co 
(Three to fill) 


nenart 


PA. 


N.Y. 


Majestic 


2d half (29-1) 
Kerr & Weston 
Al Vann Co 


Maronoff Cir 
Lorner Girls 
PERTH AMBOY 
MaJestic 
2d half (29-1) 
G & M Elino 
Siamese 2 





Raymond Pike 











(Three to fill) 


| Pola 


PATERSON, N. J. 


Hawthorne & Cook 





VARIETY 





PHILADELPHIA 
Broadway 

2d half (29-1) 

Mullen & Francis 

John Murphy 

Ae We Were 

Act Beautiful 

(One to fill) 


Cross Keys 
2d half (29-1) 


Franklyn Farnum 
3 Good Knights 

Crafts & Lamont 
(One to fill) 


Farle (26) 
Fields & Fink 
Fred Allen 
Memories of Opera 
Ed White 

Battery to Bronx 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Clair Loraine 


Grand O. H. 
2d half (29-1) 
E Sheriff Co 
Padula 

Baldwin Blair 
Johnson & Johnson 


Keith’s (26) 


Emma Lindsay 
Anderson Bros 
Florrie LaVtre 
Brendel & Burt 
Margie Coates 
Dave Appollors 
Bob Hall 
Mijares 
(One to fill) 
(2) 
Baker 
Alice Zepelli 
Ryan Sis 
Stanton & Dobous 
Caita Bros 
Jack Norworth 
Mary Sevan Ceo 
(Two to fill) 


Belle 


Nixon 
2a half (29-1) 
Midnight RoHickers 
Frank X Silk 
Ralstons 
Allman & Nally 
(One to fill) 


PITTSB’RGH, PA. 
Davis (26) 
Michon Bros 
Murray Girls 
Envy 
J & R Hayes 
Julian Eiltinge 
Clayton & Lente 
Hubert Kinney Co 
(2) 


Galla-Rini Sis 
Hubert Faye Co. 
Eddie Fay Co 

6 Crackerjacks 
The Harlequins 
{Two to fill) 


Harris (26) 
Honey Boys 

B & S Mathews 
Bellis 3 

Al H Wilson 
Cosmopolitan 
Miss Mystic 


PLAINFIELD, N.J. 
Proctor’s 

2d half (29-1) 

Mixed Pickles 

Bailey & Phil 

Wally James 

(Two to fill) 


PL’TTSB’RG, 
Strand 

2d half (29-1) 

Hamil Sis 


P & P Garvie 
(Three to fill) 


PORTLAND, 
Keith's 

2d half (29-1) 
Al Weber 
Gordon's Dogs 
Robbins & Jewett 
Cabu & Ramos 
Walsh & Ellis 
Lane & Harper 

Ist haif (2-4) 
Reaves & Wills 
Pauline 
Ada Bown Co 
Kastman & Moore 
Coley & Jaxon 
(One to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Lerner & Chadwick 
Dumbar & Turner 
Southern Girls 
B & R Gorman Co 
Jack Danger 
Flaming Youth 


PORTSMOUTH, O. 
leroy 

2d half (29-1) 
Monologist 
J & E Brown 
J & B Lester 
E & L Ford 
(One to fill) 


POUGHKEEPSIE 
Avon 
2d half (29-1) 
Nancy Decker 
Remos’ Midgets 
7 Stylish Steppers 
(Two to All) 
PR'VIDENCE, 
Albee (26) 
Mikareme 
Artie Mehlinger 
Craile Vincent 
Cromwell Knox 
Flashes of Art 


N.Y. 


ME. 


R.1. 
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SOLE AGENTS 





WE DO REPAIRING. 


STRICTLY UNION MADE 


PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS | 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 


| ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
WRITE FOR CATALOG. 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


868 Seventh Avenue. between 40th and 41st Streets, New York City 
FOR H&M TRUNKS IN THE EAST | 


Phones: Longacre 6197-9064 


(2) 
Gossips of 1927 
RED BANK, N, J. 

Palace 
2d half (29-1) 
Fred Bowers Co 
(Others to fill) 
RICHMOND, WA. 
Lyric 
2d half (29-1) 
Wanzer & Paimer 


9° 








2 Jahns 

Billy Ariington 
Scrambled Legs 
Record Boys 





} ROANOKE, VA. 
Roanoke (26) 
Niles & Mansfield 

2 Daveys 











j Some eanarane tahoe eeamdaiee Seiaiieienn Lae oe _ 


Ernest Hiatt 








Carmen's Ag’ at'nes 
Bee Jung 


R’CHESTER, N.Y. 
Temple 

34 half (29-1) 

Stanton & Delores 

McCool & Dooia 

Paul Mohr Co 

Dunbar & Turner 

Dave Vine 

Arthur Brown Rev 


SARATOGA SP’GS 
Congress 

24 half (29-1) 

Jackie Collier 

Worth Sis 

East & Dumke 

(Two to fill) 


SAVANNAH, GA. 
Bijou (26) 
Ed E Ford 

Leo Topping 

8 Blossoms 
Cantor & Duval 

J Barchili 


SCHENECTADY 
Procter’s 

24 half (29-1) 

Hite & Reflow 

4 Pepper Shakers 

Fern & Marie 

(Two to fill) 


SPRINGFIELD, O. 
Palace 

24 haif (29-1) 

Midget Follies 

Kaye & Sayre 

J & J Waller 

Polly & Oz 

Manny King 


ST’UB’NVILLE, 0O. 
Capitol 


2d half (29-1) 
Banjoland 


\ Tracey & Elwood 


Foster & Semon 
Chelm St Orr 
(One to fill) 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
Keith's 
2a half (29-1) 
Colleano Family 
Trainer & Harris 
Harry Cooper 
Healy & Cross 
Hunter & Perciva! 
Gibbs 2 


TOLEDO, 0. 
Keith's 
24 half (29-1) 
Helen Carlson 
Pauline Saxon Co 
Neilson & Warden 
Conserv of Music 
Werner & Mary A 
B'dford & Hamilt’n 


TORONTO, CAN, 
Hippodrome (26) 
B'way Whirl 
Senna & Weber 
Johnny Lyons Co 
Petty & Marmeaux 
O'Connor Family 


TRENTON, N. J. 
Capitol 
2d half (29-1) 
Lemaire & Ralston 
Kegry’s Colleens 
Shadowgraph 
Hays Marsh & H 
Kelly & Countell 


TROY, x. 1 
Proctor’s 
2d half (29-1) 
Davis & McCoy 
Elizabeth Brice 
Frank Stafford 
Roth & Drake 

(One to fill) 


Capitol 
2a half (29-1) 
Gordon & Day 
Dirkson & Cassidy 
Harry Fox Co 
Geo Beatty 
Lang & Haley 


UTICA, N. Y. 
Galety 

24 half (29-1) 
Chas Wilson 
Janet Kippen Bd 
Lestra Lamont 
Paula 
Vera Cole 


WARREN, 0. 
Robbins 


24 half (29-1) 
Kanazawa Japs 
Ushers - 

Otis Mitchell 
(Two to fill) 


Kelth’s 
J & K Lee 
Vadi & Gigi Co 


(25) 


Commuters 
4 Gregg Girls 


Palace 
24 haif (29-1) 
Slim Timblin 
Rhoda & 
Melody Mansion 
(Two to fill) 





UNION CITY, N.J. 


W’SHINGT'N, D.C. 


WATERT'WN, PA. | 


Brosheil 


Wednesday, December 28, 1997 
WH'LING, W. VA.{ Cleo Baicom 
Halt Esley TORONTO 
Victoria 
24 half (29-8) YORK, PA. By G. A. 8. 
Jones & Jones York O. &. Royal Alexandra —- “Aladdin 
Floriens 24 half (29-1) (English pantomime). 
Gey pve + a Galla-Rini Sis prneste— sue Hindu.” 
na Go Palermo’s Canines mpire—“Disraeli” (Keppie stock 
Thelma 8 JC Mack Victoria — “Little Lord Fauntle. 
WHITE PLAINS oa = rrr roy” (stock pantomime). 
Keith's NasTOWN, 0.| Massey” Hall — Mosher” 
24 half (29-1) wou! iat y a osher Dancing 


Kolth- Albee 
2a half (29-1) 
Billy Jerrold 
Louise Wright 
Hunting & Franes 
Teck Murdock 


Gossips of 1927 
Buros & Burchill 
(Three to fill) 


W’BC’ST’R, MASS. 


Palace Lew Brice 
2a half (29-1) Ibach’s Eat 
Dooley & Bales ist haift (2-4) 


Rordige Orch 
Hearst Bros 
Michoa Bros 
Norwood & Hull 
Billy House Co 
Winnie Baldwin 
24 half (6-8) 


Behind the Wall 
Louis Londoa 

3 Moria Sis 
Ruiz & Bonite 


YONKERS, N. ¥. 


Peecter’s Emily Darrell 
2d half (29-4) Maker & Redford 
Hurst & Vogt Sun Fong Lynn Co 


Elsie Gelli 
Frankel & Dunievy 


BERLIN 


(Continued from page 8) 


to the actors and authors. Included 
in this list are fourteen theatres in 
Vienna and six in the Austrian 
provinces, 


In the latest edition of the 
“Statistical Year” Book of the City 
of Berlin" are the following inter- 
esting figures: 

Within the limits of the German 
capital are to be found 18,265 
restaurants and bars of which 152 
are of the luxurious type. There 
are 61 theatres, 97 varietees and 
340 film theatres. Of these 14 thea- 
tres, 20 varietees and 68 picture 
houses have between 500 and 1,000 
seats; 27 theatres, 15 varietees and 
21 picture houses have over 1,000 
seats. The number _of subscribers 
to the radio is continually growing. 
In 1924 it was 208,900; 1925, 388,- 
800; 1926, 465,600. 


Marcus & Caritom 
(Two te Gi) 











Gerhardt Hauptmann is making 
a new version of Shakespeare's 
“Hamlet,” which will have its pre- 
miere in Dresden this winter. He 
will picture the prince as the head 
of a Republican officers’ rebellion 
against the royal house. Hamlet 
will be changed from a thinker to 
a doer. 


Opera singers have decided not 
to give curtain calls. The soloists 
of the Vienna State Opera House 
have banded together not to answer 
applause with bows before the cur- 
tain. This to do away with the 
claque, which has been tyrannizing 
the singers there for years. Thtre 
were two rival claques, one in the 
gallery and one in the standing 
room, which the singers felt obliged 
to support. Franz Schalk, the di- 
rector of the opera house, does not 
agree with this innovation. 


The German circus Krone has 
had to give up its very successful 
tour in Spain and claims the Span- 
ish government is to blame. Their 
business was so good, they assert, 
that all the theatres and picture 
houses were badly attended. The 
latter increased the governmental 
taxes for the circus to so high a 
figure that they had to leave Madrid 
in the middle of a sensationally 
successful engagement. 


Director Saltenburg has engaged 
S. Eisenstein, the director of the 
“Potemkin” film, to stage two plays 
in a Berlin theatre, one with Rus- 
sian and the other with German 
actors. Several of the important 
German film companies have been 
trying for some time to get Bisen- 
stein to direct a film for them. 





According to the new agent's law 
all vaudeville agents will have to 
disappear by January, 1931, and 
their place be taken by govern- 
mental bureaus. At these no charge 
will be made for the finding of en- 








Show. 
Gayety—“Here We Are” (Colum- 
bia). 

Loew’s—‘“London After Midnight” - 
vaude. 

Hip—“Racing Romeo”-vaude. 
Pantages—‘Valley of the Giants". 
vaude. 
Uptown—“The (stage 
show). 

Tivoli — “Breakfast at Sunrise”. 
Romanelli Band. 
Regent—"“The Gaucho.”’ 
Runnymede—“ When a 
Loves.” 


Gorilla” 


Man 


The Standard has reopened with 
shows in Yiddish. Boxing bouts will 
also be staged. At least one Chi- 
nese play is lined up. 





Jess Petty and Al Mamaux, base- 
ball pitchers, are playing the Hip 
here... 





Jascha Heifetz is booked to start 
the new year concert season. Marion 
Talley next. 





Janice Elgin has comé from the 
picture lots to play the title ro's in 
“Little Lord Fauntleroy,” panto- 
mime, at the Victoria. 


For the first time since the Demp- 
sey-Tunney fight Canada was linked 
up with New York on the radio this 
week. The occasion was the Moran 
and Mack broadcast over the Co- 
lumbia chain. 





Road bookings so far here are 
completely shot. Openings in Mont- 
real booked here have flopped. A 
couple have been switched to Chi- 


cago. “Circus Princess” died. 
“Broadway” was pulled out three 
times after being advertised. 


“Shanghai Gesture” was killed in 
its tracks by the censors. 


Charles Jolley, former Toronto 
boy who made a recent hit in Eng- 
land, was a big success at the Up- 
town and is held over. This house 
gages back to the Paul Ash policy 
this week, after having the band in 
the pit five weeks. Eddie Hanley 
te. =. C. 
The crop of Christmas panto- 
mimes that at one time reached nine 
on paper dwindled to the actual pro- 
duction of three. One of these is 
local amateur, one local stock, one 
English imported. 





Hugh Buckley has been signed by 
Canadian International Films, Ltd., 
to make his camera debut in “Carry 
On, Sergeant.” 


Free matinees were arranged for 
children by Toronto dailies to en- 
courage the makers of “Policing the 
Plains,” first all-Canadian feature- 
length picture. 





BRINGS BACK 


“THE OLD GANG” 


with 
ETHEL PASTOR 
and 


“The BIG BOY SEXTETTE” 








The day of the unadorned stage in 
Picture Houses has passed 


LEE LASH STUDIOS 


H. J. KUCKUCK, Gen. Mer. 
1818-1838 Amsterdam Avenue, New York 
(Bradhurst 4907) 
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wear, 


New York: 





LMILLER 

T town ¢ 
A 

The world’s largest manufacturer of theatrical foot- 


We fit entire compantes, also individual orders 
Broadway at 46th Street 


Allan Rogers gagements for performers. Already For designs and prices of 
Chas T Aldrich a governmental office has been SETTINGS 
Butler & Parker —— in Berlin in order to ty | fae - a= 
Axel Mirano Co the scheme out. 
— ° — = Ata conference held last week FOR MODERN 
Pela in Berlin, Konorah, the president of SENSATIONAL 
Seam Katies the Internationale Artistenloge, was STAGE 
Red Follies strong for the new scheme. DANC!NG 
Fred Allen Co All the vaudeville directors, how- Stretching and 
Roger Imhoff Co ever, were against him as one man. Limbering Exercises 
Setenee” Director Marx of the Scala, perhaps Now at 
Leonard & Culver te most important manager in Ger- 132-136 W. 43d St. 
A & G Falls jinany, poimted out that it would be : 
= A impossible for a governmental agent New York 
W'SHINGTON, PA.| who would not receive more than a . 
Keith's 1,000 marks a month at the outside - 
2d half (29-1) |to keep posted on the big numbers 
tudell D Dunegan |in London and Paris. And it is just © 
gM an these new sensational acts that add 
(Two to fill) drawing power to a bill. It is im- 
. ; possible for a manager to travel 
WATERBURY, CT.| continuously and he must depend THEATRICAL OQUTFITT«£RS 
Palace jon a reliable agent to keep in touch | : 
24 half (29-1) |with the world. | 1680 Broadway New York City 
Jean Sothern = ————— 
Jerome & Evelyn 
Choos’ Frolics 


«Ay pte ssiisichdhadeitaaiseeaiiiemeaiasienitits 
tf INTERNATIONALE 
G 

















Chicago: 137 So. State Street 














Burt¢ 
Byrn 


Byrnt 


Carly 
Cath 
Clair 
Clark 
Clark 
Cline 
Clyne 
Conli 
Crow 
Crish 
Culle 


Dalt: 
Dana 
Dani 
Darl 
Davi 
Deal 
Dean 
Deer 
DeBe 
DeLe 
DeM: 
DeM: 
DeSo 
Dewe 
Dext 
Dola 


East 
Edm 
Eldr 
Elki: 
Ever 


Faki 
Farn 
Fern 
First 
Fish 
Fisk 
Folli 
Font 
Fost 
Free 


Gale 
Garr 
Gera 
Gibs 
Gill 
Giln 
Goll 
Gra} 
Gray 
Grif 
Grif 
Gue 


Hal 
Hal) 
Har 
Har 
Har 
Har 
Har 
Hay 
Hay 
Hay 
Heg 
Hill 
Hon 
Hor 
Hud 





eg 
HOTEL HUDSON 


ALL NEWLY DECORATED 
$ 8 and Up Single | 


Wednesday, December 28, 1927 


—s— ae 


VARIETY 


HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 


55 


S¢ 


Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


LORRAINE 
SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 UP 


, a; 





es 








GRANT 


$12 and Up Double DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.0 WEFERLY — MOINGLE ROOM, BATH. $: oo rex DAY — 
Hot and Cold Water and DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY DOUCBLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 PER 
Telephone in Each Room LEONARD HICKS, President 


WEEK 


DOLBLE ROOM WITH BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
102 WEST 44th STREET 























NEW YORK CITY oe _ : 
Phone: BRYANT 7228-28 | NEW HOTEL er 
—— ° > solutely 
Be HOTEL KILKEARY, Pittsburgh Peameed 
TEL FULTON 100 Showers PITTSBURGH'S HOTEL FOR THE PROFESSION Artistic Steel 
. . ane Tubs Conveniently Located Within Five Minutes of All Furniture 
of New York | ouble Rooms DOWNTOWN THEATRES J. F. KILKEARY 
°s © wet the Single ) $3—$4—$5 Announcing the Opening of New Restaurant and Coffee Shop Proprietor 
$14 and Up Double Single Rooms ' THE FAYETTE NINTH ST. and 
Shower Baths, Hot @nd Cold $2.50 and $3.00 In Connection with the Hotel—Something Different, Good Food, Reasonable Prices PENN AVE. 
Water and Telephone 
Electric Fan in each room —— oP Jacpanennene ?weet ; — 
264-268 WEST 46th STREET — — oe 
NEW YORK CITY 1 





LOU HOLTZ’S — | 


YANDIS COURT 


241 WEST 43D STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
PHONE LACKAWANNA 7740 


: One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen 
Completely Furnished 


Phone: Lackawanna 6990-1 . 
Opposite N. V. A, 


600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 
LANDSEER APTS. BENDOR COURT 


245 West 5ist Street 343 West 55th Street 
Columbus 8950 Columbus 6066 


IRVINGTON HALL HENRI COURT 





i} 











LETTERS 

















, : 355 West *lst Street 312 West 48th Street 
when Gonding fer Mall to In the Heart of Times Square Columbus 1360 3830 Longacre 
WARIETY, address Mail Clerk. WRITE, PHONE OR WIRE FOR BESERVATION | 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING of - - HILDONA COURT 
OIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOP LL 
BE ADVERTISED 





341-347 West 45th 


oc 2: mace tee | Street. 3560 Longacre 
GEO. P. SCHNEIDER, Prop. 1-2-$-4-room apartments. 


RS ADVERTISED Each apartment with private bath, phone, 


ONE I88UE ONLE 

















taal \ 











Adams Jack 
Adams Ted 
Albani C 
Alexander C 
Ali Ambark 
Arley Willy 
Austin B & D 
Avendano Carlos 


cede r Principal Office: Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
Avermire Dorothy ion ro. Apartments can be seen evenings. Office in each building. 
ss ina matali King James One of the Finect Hotels in Times Square Will Lease by the Week, Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 
. King Rudy 
Baker Chas 


Beard Billy 
Belgrdve Jack 
Bell Jack 
Belmont Tom 
Blair Chester 
Bordoni Irene 
Boron Henriette 
Brant Mary 
Brown Joe DB 
Brooks F 
Brown. & Elaine 
Bunnier Lila 
Burns Joe 
Burton Louise 
Byrne Dorothy 
Byrne Mrs E 
Byrne Mrs Andrew 


: se | 1 LARGEST ROOMS IN THE CITY 

arlyle James McGinty Joe — e aes ero tter: 6 asin npecuen oe 

Shee | Meeauiee oat| WAY ar 412 ST. NewYork | || ROOMS 3:55 $17.50 up ROOMS ¥:' $21.00 up 
Clark AJ eg SPECIAL PROFESSIONAL RATES } om 


Cullen Chloe 


ae 
ne Whi Melroy Sisters WITH BALLROOM Booking 1927-28 Now Open at MODE ) i . 
Sine Water | My Si [W529 250 up BATH F paexOU9] FOC yp WITH g P RATE RATES \ 
Conlin Jimmy Merrill Blanche fi a ee 
Crow Fred Mills & Innes 3 - = . ti ei 
Crisham Wallie mee Crag 6 Dee SCS iene anaes Dal eas aI t 5 


Dolan Gertrude K 


Easter & Hazelton 
Edmonson Ed 


Jordan Jack 
Joyce Gladys 
Joyce Jack ' 
Joyce Sis & Haley 


Keeler Phil EB 
Kelly Orry 


| Kelso Harry 


Kissen Murray 


Lamore Dolly 
Lang Harry 
LaPearl Roy 
Lash Harry 
Lavender Geo 
Lee Harriet 
Leon T& A 
Lloyd Rae 
Lewis. Lillian 
Lilyan Betty 
Lowe Mary 
Lyons Sisters 


MacNeal Estelle 
McCay Blanche 
McCollough Paul 


Perkins Johnny 
Perry Harry 
Phillips Joe 
Pinska Klarna 
Primrose Geo H 


THE BERTHA 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. 


APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 
Catering to the comfort and convenience of 
the profession. 

STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT- - - - + $15.00 UP 


FURNISHED | 


theatrical district. 














The NEW FLANDERS 


47th to 48th St., East of Broadway, New York 


From $2 Per ony With Bath from $2.50 Special Weekly Rates 
atering to the Best in the Profession 


F. W. BIZEL, Residemt Manager 



































kitchen, kitchenette. 
$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 


The largest maintainer of housekeeping furnished apartments directly 
under the supervision of the owner. 


All fireproof buildings. 


Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 


Located in the center of the 














Hotel Claridge 


BROADWAY AT 44TH ST., NEW YORK 


AN ADDRESS TO BE PROUD OF 
THE HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS. 












































Leslie Dora 

Leslie & Vanderg’ft 
Lester Housen & C 
Long Tack Sam 


Bayer Babe 
Bennington Chas 
Beunnies Merrett 
Bimbo Charlie 


«Continued from page 2) 


comes of the attempt of Mrs. Mau- 
rice to continue 























TO THE PROFESS'|OM 
We offer more for the 


money than ary hotel 














The LEE HOUSE 


250 Rooms Fach with Tub & Shower 


. ae 
tente Ginds Convenient to ALL a | YU p= Q SY THE DUPLEX 4 
a Sa nate Gentes - a nna hy Hotel America | ; . HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED a. 7 
‘ . ' } 2 
cose | ie, Weer cap or {| 149 W;,47th St. N.Y. C. | Alaays a Patron? grr a i | J 
Darling Frankie eda ) A, . = oe pty Phone Bryant 0094 330 West — oe New York ‘ 
avies Susanne ewsom Chas or. me We ee \N eagacre 113 
Deals James Norman Karyl Single, $10-$14 weekly | Two % .50 Per HOTEL N Three and four rooms with bath, 
Deane Wm Double . . . $3 extra Persons —_«— Yy k | complete kitchen. Modern in every a 
; \ i ee ; 
Deer Prin White Obrian Neal ‘eas Tel. CiRele 0210 N ae ge accommodate four 
DeBell Jack Oliver & Lee ished. Transients, § Large BReoom and Frivate Bath AN HATTAN \ or more adults. 
DeLeon Walter O'Reilly Flo EB Modernity Saew = y $12.00 UP WEEKLY 
DeMechele Augie = ———| . TT “- 157 WEST 47m ST Y : ar == +! 
DeMechele Tony Sisheck Derethe CHICAGO OFFICE ne pees NEW YORK CITY GY Coming to Washington, D. C.? 
Dewey & Rodgers | P2dula Marguerita VF LeRoy Dot RITZY , WY 
Dexter Juanita arker Ethel Albano 4 
M4 


Eldred Frank 
Elkins Fay Elkins 
Everett Gertrude 


Fakin Ann 
Farnell & Florence 
Fern Don Armend 


Powell Teddy 


Quintrell Fred 


Reeves Roe 
Reynolds & Don'g'n 
Rhiel Martin 


literally in the 
Bonn Walter 
Booth Wade 

Butler Geneve 


footsteps of her late husband! 
Young and pretty, this dancer at 
the Mirador also has grace and 
charm, but it was the “personality” 
of Maurice that lifted him out of ob- 


McDermott Loretta 
McBiga Aubrey 
McGuirl JS 

Mole Joseph 
Morris Elmer 
Murray H & M 


Cameron Katheryn 
Churchill Ben 





NN.._K YY; 


Philip M. Plant of New York, a 
miMionaire. So Maurice danced in- 











Special Professional Rates 
Single, $17.50; Double, $25.00 
Twin Beds, $28.00 
Bob Block, Manager 


| 
| 
| FIFTEENTH AND L 
{ 











the manager, Miss Day married 


i > j > , re > are erset. > "Os 
> Clifford & Healy ‘ Myers & Sterling scurity into fame and fortune! “ansty y= a younger ge a. seer ea te ym ay B or 
rs arney Rideott Harrison A| Coffman & Carro para. arbara was not satisfie< , Ss é orce ° 
Fisher Babe Sate. cent Conian Paul L Newman Vera Maurice Mouvet was born in the 


Fiske Frances 
Follis Sisters 


Ross Jerry 
Ross Lillian 


Corbette Selma 


Chelsea district of New York City, 
Crable Geo 


O’Ray Dave 


with the $500 a week received, while 
Maurice was drawing $5,000, so she 


Somerset was with Richard Bennett 


March 17. 1889. but: when he was 9 in “The Dancers,” and paid court to 

Fontaine Gloria Roy & Maye Craig Catherine Owen Dick his mother died and his father took | !¢ft him, and teamed, for a while, Barbara Bennett. Barbara, who for 

Foster Claiborne Roye Harry hi to London At 14 he went to with William Reardon, who now/®@ brief time danced with Maurice, 

Freeman Margaret Dale Sinde Palmer Hy m . runs his own place in Paris. It| swallowed a dose of poison in Los 
Sadlier Dorothea Davids Arthur Perry Harry Paris, and became a page boy in , piace aris. ‘ 

Gale & Howe St Clair Edna Delane Dale Pymm F & P 


Garrett Naomi 


Salvo B 


the Automobile Club. After dancing 
Dell Delano 


was in Paris that Maurice danced at 


Angeles, and, while being treated in 


» é i j ; é jas ’ 3,00 
! r M Ray & Dayton at the Cafe de Paris, he returned the, Club Madrid, owned by his|@ hospital, was robbed of $3,000 in 
Gerard Jay Sampson & Douglas} Devine : ; brother, Oscar, with Eleanor Am-|cash and jewels. When “Skeets 
Gibson & Betty Sato Gertrude Doherty L & V_ «| Reed & Lucey to New York in 1911 with his part- ~enanetgy — ps i it was in|Gallagher divorced Irene Martin 
Gillette Bob Scherman Sid Drew Virginia rng ee ner, Madeleine, and they appeared a BC, ry ansas, = _— in | 9 yee i . a ea rene Ma ‘ 
Gilmore Billie Schultz Carl Dumont Adolphe | owed Mile . at Louis Martin’s, gaining instan- aris that they were married, at was involved. 
Goll Daisy Scott Sydney " 


Gray Beryl 

Gray Fawn 
Griffen Geo D 
Griffen Gerald 
Guerlaine Annette 


Hall Jack 
Halligan Jack 
Harcourt Daisy 
Harris Arthur 
Harris Earl 





Shannon Harry 
Shean Al 
Shelly Hazel 
Sherrard Del 
Silterstein Miss 
Simpson Geo 
Skattelle B & H 
Spietz Arthur 
Spiro Patty 
Stanley Aileen 
Stark Flora 


Robinson Charlie 
Robinson & Pierce 
Rogers & King 
Rome & Dunn 
Ross Katharine 
Ross & Gilbert 
Rothchild Irving 
Russo Mabel 


Early & Late 


taneous popularity. Then Madeleine 
Evens E 


married an American and retired. 
Maurice danced next with Joan 
Sawyer, and they were featured in 
Dillingham and Ziegfeld produc- 
tions. Joan married, and retired. 
Maurice teamed with Florence Wal- 
ton, a chorus girl from Wilmington, 


Faye & Thomas 
Foley Bernice 
Follies Girls 
Freed Carl 
Frohman Bert 


Gifford W C 


Seymore Grace 
Gibson & Betty 


Shannon Helen 














Pat Somerset! 

The marriages, 
marriages of Pat 
regular occurrence! He is a son of 
a distinguished British Admiral, 
Jerkeley Holme-Summer, and was 
educated at Harrow and Sandhurst 
} which means something in England. 


divorces and re- 
Somerset are of 








Now Somerset has married Shelby 
Worrell, a former “queen” of the 
Galveston Mardi Gras in Texas, who 
divorced Harry Curtis. On his wed- 
ding day Somerset was arrested in 
| Los Angeles for being drunk and 
| disorderly, and received a suspended 
sentence of a $20 fine and ten days 





| 
} 
Gimnert Sort a saith Del., and they married. More in|;, 34918 he made his stage debut, |! Jail. 
, ilber 8 y it . ¢ F 

Hart Jimmy Straus Louis D 3 wn favor than ever, Maurice earned an | appearing in London in “Lady | Irene Martin, who had appeared 

€ , , . = > er > 7 2 ® , ‘ 
li ae Talbert Wendell Hamblet Netty Sigworth & Snow enormous income. Then Flore nc€|imma's Romance. Two years|with her husband, Gallagher, in 
Haynes ~ gee Tanner & Palmer anaes — + divorced him, and married Leon} jater he was in “Irene,” in which | vaudeville (Gallagher later going 

: & a e nne Steinbec ! ) > 7 At i i ; 

Hayward M & J] | Tinney Frank Hart Lyle Sylvester & Vance Leitrim, her present partner. | Edith Day was starred. Later he|into musical comedy) lived with 
a fecky Seeernere Harter Kathryn Maurice next danced with Leonora | was divorced by Margaret Banner- | Somerset in the picture colony on 

1] tle , oO o- - rey orto ala Wis . . ° . 
Membene ap en M _ n al 3 — Hughes, who hailed from Long Is- man, an actress well known inj|the coast. She alleged mistreatment 

- ‘in S§ 3 2€ ) ops . . - | 2 

Horton Henry Vaughan Or Heller & Riley | wishman Irvine land and had been a telephone gir], Pngland, daughter of Charles Le| by the Englishman and som-é rnonths 
ae Sisters al ayy ee Herman Lewis Victor's Beauties | joining the chorus of a revue at | Grand, of Toronto. She named Miss | ago publicly expressed a hope that 
fughes Ray oe i Arth a Tilliar , " a . . ones P ' 1. , 

5 Ray sd scl "= tent - Wayne Clifford | Murray's old place on 42nd street.| Day as co-respondent, and the birth | “Skeets would take ! back. 

oge Stanley} vol } lg P= : : 
Irish J Wallace Mabel om cl F W West goed - Together they were the rage allover|jof a child was brought into the | “Skeets” expre d no opinion on 
Wallace Ruby Hunter George Li Ae prt Rt Europe, but she married Carlos | cas the wish, for publication 

cacksen Warren R | Waters Dorothy Whitman F! Basualdo, a rich South Americar M D who } from M | At one time there was talk of dee 
James Frankie Waters Tom Iversen Fritzie Wi ams Dixi¢ és : ee , - t y Soy t as n und rable 
“ames Harry Wheeler Richard } Willi: ne i Went | and retired. neapolis, first acted in St. Paul in| porting =< en alee ee 
> ferson Norman White Edna | James Gledys wi agg | Maurice then sought Constance | “Dancing Around in 1915, a ys It is believed an investigation Was 
Jerome & Gray White Frances ‘reer } ard B later ar aring froadway, fir started, but not s came of it, at 

: 90dy Arch aur 2 Richs: sen- ater appearing on Broadway. fi arted, but nothing n ’ 
-errold & Co Whitelaw Arthur Kennedy Ethel Ae rht Geo Ieoeygen. daughter of Richard - & = : Apt “ah es : : , with Anna |least not far enough to interfere 
Johnson Lloyd EB Whiting Charlotte eam Ray nett, the actor, as a partner. She | n “Pom-Pom” ; ! en with Anna least not far n ! : 
; nes Dave Wilfred & Mae Larry’s Ent Bob pt x : - had divorced Chester H. Moorehead Held in “Fo w Me with Sorersets cont ied goings 
Jones Isham Wolfe & Ward Lee Mra seter & hin st ry After di i } Car ‘ n, on ove here, 
lones Wm Wong Prince Lee Harriet Zukor Dave of Chicago, and was about to marry 4 i 























VARIES? 





Wednesday, December 28, Joa 
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LIN EL OY ‘ 
OAS. ib ins bas 
Rian yan set) 






















INTERNATIONAL ENTERTAINER 


NOW PLAYING 


De LUXE PUBLIX 
PICTURE THEATRES 


THE BIGGER THE THEATRES 
ATHE LOUDER THEY LAUGH 
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